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THE :0IEXT STEPS TO\Y:\RD PE--\CE: Statement by I"Ic
George Dundy, Special Assistant to the President} September 
30, 1%3 (Excerpts) 1 

0« 

The difficult sitlntion in the troubled country of South Yi eL-i'lam. 
is one \yllich I kne e';en less c1 esire to discuss, in substanti I'e tcrms, 
tktn the other questions I kHe t~,ken as examples. The illlpor tant 
mission of Scc r2(;\l'Y [of Defellse Houert S.] 'Jlc2\am:1 !'" and Gellcl'al 
[.l\bx,ycll D,] Taylor is ollly jusL elld in.;, and it I\'ou ld DC \\'holly in
npprop.riate f~r me to C~)ln:l~en.t on tI le course of ~cli?n \dlicl.l may, bs 
cl losen In tlt e ]l''rht of thIS mtS:31011 and of the cOllttnUln.; cOllstderallCn 
which is "'oinlJ' fo ['\;'a rd in Saigon under the leadership of AmD~\Ssador 
[Henr,¥ ~\lUOEJ Lodge, ancl.'l. lso in ,r:\shinglon .. . ' . ' 

Yet It IS not \\'rong, I th tnk, to suggest tlw,t In thts case agaIn there 
are t,yO propositions, both of them true, and b l'o kinds of err'or \';hi ch 
can result from an ullIyillingne::s to :tccept them Loth , And again Loth 
propositions have been stated c1eirly Ly the President. The first is 
th at th e object of American policy in this part of the world is to assist 
in a most difficult and important struggle ag~1inst Commun ist subl'er
sion-military, p~l. nlmili tary, and political. Th e- commitrr:ent of tho 
United States to the independence of Sout h Yiet-l\am goes L::-,ck lllany 
years, This commitmcnt \\as intensifeu and reinforced :2 years a!Zo, 
llnd since then a ma jor cooperati\'e effore has Leen carried fo['\rard 
with increas ing energy--alld at leilst until recently with incr2:l.sing sue
cess--by Americans \\'ork ing c1 o~e ly "'ith the people and GoverIlll1ent 
of South Viet-Nan1. I t is tIte policy of the united States to sustain 
that elTort. 

Yet it \\'ou ld be folly for the rnited States to neg1ect, or to rl'0':1ro 
' } . 1' !!' I'" ' d 1 " 1 l ' b l'nt 1 mc.lllcrence, po Itlcal '~\'e or:nents OT recent mont \S ".\lel! mi::a 

questions about the auility of the Gover:1ment and people or S,)uth 
Viet,K am to support each other effectively in th eir contest with com
muni sm. The President has made it cl ea r th at the Uni ted Stales 
is no t ind iJTeren t to these events 8.nd regards them \\"ith great concern. 
It is a.nd .must be .th e ~olicy of. the 'Gnitecl Sti:te~ Government to m~,ke 
clear Its mterest 111 v;natever ImprOYemcnts It Judges to be r.ecess~lry, 
Rhnl.Ys or course \\"it11 a proper regard for respon3ibilities \\'hiclt rest 
in the first instance upon th e peorle of South Viet-:::-;-am. 

It is no sec ret tl lilt ob3cr ,;, ers of tI le scene in South Viet -Xanl hJve 
often d i IT ered sha rp 1.1 in the i r interpretat ion or el"cn ts, From t11 e33 
di fferences there h ~l.\'e comt; divergent recomm2nd~,tions for policy. 
T here is noth ing discreclit8.ble in the existe~ce of such cli!';ercnces. 
In [t situat ion in ,dlich easy solutions do not exist and in ,,-hi ch C0:11-

mitments of pur p;:)sc and hope are hi gh, it is or,iy l1::t t'..l ra l that there 
shou ld be a ter-deiley in each obsen-er to empha.3ize tl ~e p:l,rt of tl:e 
truth to \\"hich he is nearest. If n. D:l.rticuli1r ant i3:1o,er::i,e e,;orc 
is goi ng \\"ell , th e man who is \,;,o1';.;:;n; on th at effor t is oound t!) sea 
tlt n.t PJ.ft of. fe<lli~'y ~'.3, very brge. If in ~;,1e. citi:s there is y~!,t::::;.3!,Oil 
und alt en,1t,o:1. ot puollc support . n:cn Itn~g- In thO~0 cl~le~ , '.';'1<-11 
responsibilities more civil tkl:1 milit~,F , "ill fed a 5Decial :lr',,J i..!lt~:1Sc .. ~ 

1 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

u.s. POLICY O~ YIET-N.Ul: WHITE HOUSE 
STATE:JLE?\T, OCTOBER 2, 1%3 1 

Secret2.ry [of Defens~ Robert. S.] ::'fcX :'.m2.nt and GC':1er:ll (::\1:1x"e11 
D.] T:lyl or ]'epo.rtecl. to the Pn:.siclent tJ~is mornin.g :ln~ to the i\ntion:ll 
Security Coullcll tlllS afternoon. Thelr repolt mc1uCJ.ed n. number of 
cbssifiecl findings ancl rccommend:ltions \rhich "ill ue the subject of 
further r e\-ie\l' and action. Their b:lsic presentation W[lS entlor-sed by 
ull members of th e Secur'it), Council and the follo \ying ::l:2.temcnt of 
Unit ecl Sta~cs policy \\"as appro\'ed by th e Prc.sident on the b:l::is of 
recomme]1(hlions rcc~i\'ecl frOIll thClJl and frOIll .:\.mbassndor [Henry 
Cabot } Lodge. 

1. The security of South Viet-:\"am is a ma jor interest of the 'Uruted 
States as other free n:ltions. ,\Ye ",-ill adhere to our poliey of 'work
inN "ith the people and Goyemment of South Yiet-Xam to deJlY this 
co~ntry to .eommunism :md t.o ~upprc.s.s the extern:l]]Y stim.l~h(cd :lJl~ 
supported ll1surgency of the Vlet Cong n.s promptly as posslble. EI
r ectiHl performance in thi's llllcleTLaking is the ~ntra l oojectiye of our 
policy ill South Vict-XfuD. . 

2. The rnilitrrI'Y program in South Viet -::\nm has made progress and 
is sound in principle) though impro,ement.s are being energeticalJy 
souO'ht. ' 

3~ lIhjor U.S. assjsl:lDCe in support of this militrrry effort is needed 
only until the insurgency has been suppressed or until the llntion:J.l 
security forees of the GO'i'(;rnmcnt of South Viet-:\"am are c:lpable of 
suppres.'3 ing it. 

Secretary :\fcXamar:1 and Geneml Taylor reported their juclg111ent 
that the major part of the U.S. milit:cry t~~k can be completed by the 
e.nd of 10GJ , although there may be a continuing requirement for !l. 

li mited number of U.S. training personnel. They reported th:lt by 
the end of this year, the U.S . program for lmining Vi etname.3D shou ld 
have progres3ed to th e point ,,-here 1,000 U .S. lllilitary personnel as
si n-ned to South Viet-X:lln can be "i(hdrnwn. 

°4. The political situ:ttion in South Yiet-Xam rem:J.ins deeply serious. 
The United States 11:1.S made cle:lr its continuing oppositi on to any 
r eprcssi\'e actions in South Yi et-X:lm. ,\YhiJe such actions haYB not 
yet significantly aflected the milituJ eiIort, they c.')uld do so in the 
future. 

5. It remains th e policy of the United States, in South Viet-Ram 
us in other parts of th ~ ,Yorld, to support the euorts of the peorle of 
th:lt country to defeat. aggrc::sion and to build a pe:lceful ane frc~ 
society. 

1 Dep2It1l1Cnt or Stc.te Bul!!:i. ... } Oct ~1, 1863. p. 623. 

2 



" 

., 
; 

.. ~ 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

SITUATION Ii\," SOUTHEAST ASL\.: Secretary Rusk's Nc\ys 
Conference of Fcbrucll'Y 25, 1965 3 • 

Good aftemoon,. lndies and gentlemen. I shoulcl like to take a few 
moments of your tune to ~ry to dun\" togcth~r in the simplest and most 

. ilmdamental \Iay our atutude tOY\·:.nd the sItuation in Southeast. Asia. 

Some of the thinfTs which I sh~ll say \rill repeat what has been said 
<;> • b . l ' befoi'c) but memoncs .here and abroad seem to e somctmles S,l~IT . 

And it is imnorlant to repeat and Cll·.lW toge.ther those matters \v]llch 
are at the center of tho problem, heCatECl th'~re i'l a great deal elsCl 
which is pCl'i}!hcml and tmnsitory : . . . . . 

1. The nr.tlons of Southeast Asm kn-e a nght to liye In peace) free 
from ao-~n:t'3sion directed rrgainst them from outside th61r bordel'5, 
Now, tl~~ is not all empty theory ; it is a point of vital irnport:mcc to 
the sdet\' and, indeed) the .-ery e:,istence of more than a hundred 
smaller nQtions all oyer tIle. wor1d. 

Z. North Viet-Xam) in c.l11ous disrccrard of the agreements of ID5:!: 
and 1962, and of in ternatiol18.1 lnw) lHls dircded and supplied the 
essential milit8.rY personnel and amlS fora systematic eampai[>"ll of 
terror and guen:ilb action aimed at the oyerLh~·o'i'.,r of the Goyer~nent 
of South Viet-X[lm and ::1.t tho iml?o.3ition by force of a Communist 
regime. The eyjc10nce of North VIet-X am's direc.t responsibility for 
thIS aggression hfiS beon repeatedly presented by the GOl'ernment. of 
Viet-:.\ am) the United Strrtes Government, and the I nternationa l 
Control Commission . A full and up-to-date s,;mm::1.ry of the e\-iclence 
establishing this re.3ponsibilily ·will be available to you ...-ithin a \'Cry 
fe\y days. It. is now being processed for publication. ' 

3. Tho 8.ttitude of the United Sta~es toward threats to the peace 
in Southeast .Asia has. been made clear many times and in the most 
serious and formal ,\·::1.:ys: 
. (a ) by the rat ificatIOn of the ::\Ianila Pact in February 19,55) which 
includes South Yiet-::\::un as a protocol state; (This treaty was ap-
proved by the S~l:ate b~' a yo~e of 8:2 to 1.) . . 

(b) by a deCISion ot PreSIdent EEenho\\-er m 1954 to extend aId to 
South Yietnam, \\'ho sCLid in a letter to the President of South Viet
Nam: 

The implications of th e agrecment concerning l'i et,Xaru have ca used gra,e 
concern regarding the future of 11 country te::uporarily di,ided by :m artificial 
military grouping, weakened by a long and exhausting war and faced Iyitb 
enemies "ithout and hy thei;: sub,ersi,e collaborators "ithin. 

and he "ent on to SCLY that 
The p'urpose of this oITer is to ass ist the Go,ernmeDt of Viet-Xam in de>eloping 

Bnd maintaining a strong, ,iable state, capable of resisting attellJpted sub,ersion 
or aggression through militnry me:l.ns. 

and then again (c) by the joint resolut ion of the Cono-ress of the 
United States, p::t3:'3ed in Au.;'Ust 19Gi: by a combined vote of 502 to 
2) i\"hich stated, among other things : 

That tbe Con;ress appro,es and supports the determinatior! of th e President, 
as Commander in Chief, to take allnecess:J.r; measures to repel any armed attack 
against the forces of th e l.'nit-=d States and to pre,e::lt further aggressio::!. 

and that 

The united States regards as .ital to its natiOll3.! interest and to "orId peace 
the maiutenance of international ~ace and securitr in southeD.st .isia. 

and that 
o 0 • the l.'nitw Stltes is, therefore, prEplred, as the Pri:'Sident dete:-r:::liDes, 

to tlke all ne-~(-ss:J.!:'Y st"ps. includin.:; Ute use or D.rmE'd tocC'?, to assist any 
member or protocol state of the S01:nhC'D.s: .isia Collecti.e Dei'eD~ T:-e.c.ty re
questi ng a'3~ist.1nce in derense o~ its frC'C'do:n. 
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(d) and then you ;:houJd remind yom,ehes of the statement made 
by President John30n on the occasion of signing that joint re.:;olution : 

To allY :nn:M attack Ur'111 our forces, lye sball reply. 
To any in Southeast _-\' ~ia 1\"110 as_- our belp ill defending their freeclolll, lYe shall 

giYe it. 
In tuat r('~ion, tbere is nothing lye cont, notllillt; v;e st:(:];-TIO territory, no 

military position, no political arubitio:l. Our one clesi re---<)Clr Olle delerruination
is that the people of ;)ourh":J.st Asia be ldt in peace to \I'ork out their o'.n desUnies 
in their o\l'n ,my. 

4. i\o\\, it has Loen "rated onr and on' l' ag-;lin that the key [0 peace 
in Southe~lst _-\ :-:ia i~ the readiness of all thoEe in that are;, to 1i\-e at 
peZlce and to lean their neighbors alene. XO\" there is no my'stery 
about that fOl'muhtion; those \\'ho are 'llOt lea \-ing their neighbors alone 
know exactly \"hat it means. It is an obligation lUlder the 1934: agree
ments: under the 186:2 accords on Laos, and under gencral intt'l1l<l tJOlhll 
]a,\,. The ill egal infiltration of military personnel and arms cannot be 
de.scribed as "le<wing JonI' neighbor alone.:: 

5. There han been negotiatHl settlements in Southe~lst Asia, the 
most recent one as late as IDG:? Those :3e\-eral agreemcnts \,-ere in
tended to establish peace in th at area; compliance ,,-itll them by all 
concerned can achieH:' that result. 

6. 1\'0\"'-, since the Gene\-a conference of 19G:?, the United States has 
becn in acti\'e and continuous consultation ,,-ith other gO\'ernlllcllts 
about th e danger created by aggression in Southeast Asia _ It h[(.3 been 
discussed in the LJnited Xatiom, in the SE-ATO and X_-\'TO Councils) 
and on innumerable occasions directly \\'ith other goycrnments thi'ough 
diplomatic channels. , Ye han had direct discussions \\'itll almost 
e\~ery sio-natory of tho agreements of 1954: and 19G:2. , '{hat is still 
~lli ?sing. is any illc1ica~ion that rr~noi i_s prepayed !D stop doing -;:l,l8.t 
It IS domg and \\-ha t It 1.01 0 \\' 5 It IS dOlllg agall1st lts neIghbors. I he 
absenco of this crllci.-\l clement affects the cun'ent discl1sslOn of :'nego
tiation.:' Political cl1<1llnels ha,-e been and are open, and a cDl1siderable 

--llumber of ~O\-ernn:,e~~s _ are acti\'ely interest.ec~ in ke<:>.ping them. oren 
to explore tile POSSIl)lhtJes of a, peaceful solutlOn. But a, negOtlrrtlOl1 
aimed at the accep~rrn.ce or t!1C c?llfirmation .of ~ggrc...."-Sion is not P?S
sible. AJld it negotwLlOll "l11ch sllnpl} enels m blltemess and hostIlJty 
merely adds to the dangeT. 

---------7. Let. me remind you that on February 17 th e President said, and 
I am quoting: 

As I bn. ye said so many, many times, and other PresicJer.ts ahe.1d of me ha,e 
said, our purpose, our objectil'e there is cle:J.r. Tn:J.t purpose and that objectiYe is 
t o join in the defense :J.nd protection of freedom of a braye people "ho are under 

. attack that is controlled :J.ud that is dirc-cted from outside their country. 
lYe ba,e no ambition tbcre for oursell-es. " -e seck no domiuion_ ' 'Ie seek no 

conquest. lYe seck no wider "ar, But "e must all understand that we will per
sist in th e defense of fre"dom and our continuing- actions will b0 thoS<? which are 
j ustified and those that are made necessary by the continuing- aggression of others_ 

These actions [he added] "ill be lllc:J.sured and fitting and adequate. Our 
stamina and the sl:J.mina of the American people is equal to the task. 

_ L et. me conclude b~- re~'1ffinning, still once more, that the central ob
j ect of .. :-\.mericrrll policy and action in peace in Southerrst Asia and the 
srrfet)' of the independent states in that region_ Mans of the peoples 
of that area 11a\-e been subjected to 25 years of turmoil and \'iolence ; 
the} are entitled to peace. l Ye our;:ehes much prefer tD use our re
sources as a part of rrn ill terna tional eIT ort to assist the economic ancI 

social c1e\-elopment of the peoples of thrrt- area. than to ha\'e them 
diverted into the harsh necessities of resi~tino- aggres.:;ion. 

I am ready for your qye.stions, gentlemen. 0 '--' 
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Q. Nr. Secretary, l.chat ls the association of t1!e United States Gov
ernment 1cith the acl,iuities of tlLese nations you referred to 'which are 
trying to keep open the channels of dipl.()mocy? 

A. '\Yell, we are ou'rseh'es in regular contact with many goni'n
ments in all parts of the world, through diplomatic means. 'Ye have 
not seen any basis on 'which ~'e C<1n ask anyone else to spe::tk for us, and 
we do not know of anyone else 'who is pUi-porting to speak for us, 

But let tne come back again with great emplwsis--because I do think 
tllat it is central to this question of negotiation. And that is that the 
missing piece----the missing piece is any indication tklt Hanoi is pre
.pared to stop doing what it is doing against its neighbors. 

Xow, in many of these postw,n negot.iations in the last 20 years, as 
you know, the negotiations ha\'e been, frequently and most often pre
ceded by some ind ic~l.tion that those negotiations might h::tve some 
chance of success. ~ ow, that is the missing piece here----that is the 
missing piece. ." 

The object is the safety and security of these smaller countries of 
'Southeast Asia. In that issue all of the smaller countries of the \,orlel 
have a "ital stake. It is at the heart. of'the very structure of inter
national life, of the international state system. A.nd it is the missing 
elenlent, the unreadiness of Hanoi to stop doing what it is c1oing-
that is the problem in this thing called negotiation. . 

Q. 1.111-. Secl'etm'y, did YCI![' giue that '/ne·ssage to Hanoi by l.cay of the 
Chinese Communists in tlte TV a!'Sa1,1) meeti.ng the other day? 

A. We had a talk-I think it "as yesterday. That talk rei"ealed 
nothing new in the known position.s of the two sides. That talk did 
not supply the missing piece that. I am talkin~ about. There was no 
indication in that talk that Hanoi is prepared to stop doing what they 
.are doing. . '. . 

Q. 1V ell, dit! you 1lse that clwnnel to get this l.cord dlrectly to them! 
1\.. Our policy, along the lines that I ha i'e summarized here, was 

made clear there; it is made clear repetiti\'ely with govemments all 
over tho world, time and time again, and this was done yesterday . 
. Q. J.1h. Secretary, there ls speculation here that the United States 
iy now in the process of expanding its military role in Viet-Nam in 
. hopes tha t this might convince the Hanoi gO'!,'ernment to provide tit-is 

' m~~g~L . 
A. I wouldn~t specuhte on that f rom that point of view. I would 

UI'O'e you to look at whrrt I han s::tid in my opening statement. Look 
at ~n of it-look at all of it taken together. That is the policy-that 
is the policy. HOi\, you feel you must act at a particular time and 
under particular circumstanc.:s under that policy and within that 
policy-for example, within the joint resolution of the C<>ngress
depends upon circumstances from time to ti.me. But the policy is to 
act to support the independence and safe.ty of these countries of South-. 
~'1st Asi;l . . That is the policy. . .. 

And I would urge you to gii'e serious consideration to all of the 
ele. ents that I h[1, ve indicated in my opening statement. . 

Q. Mr. Secretary. Secretary-General U Tlwnt; ~:n New York yester
day, in ·urging the beginning of some kind of informal discussion.') to 

restore peace in Viet·!I-a.m: said, "/ am sure that the great American -
people, if tMY only knOl.c the true jacts and the background to the de
velopments in South Viet-Nam, will agree w£th me that furtlcer blood
shed ~ unnecessary." ~row, a.Te you hiding any true jacts from the 
A mencan peopld . ' 

A. Well, I don't want to comment on that particular statBment in 
any personal sense. I believe that there has been some clarification 
of that statement since then. But, as I ha\'e said to you O'cntlemen 
before, I don't know of any situation anywhere in the "or1d~ on which 
the Americ~n people hn.ve. been bett.:r L"1~Orme?, in more detap, on a 
current baSIS, both by offiCIals and by the mt.enSIye effort of a VlO'orous 
and free pr:ess, that is th~ ca~e with ~.eo;pect to So_uthViet-N am.':> 
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Q. Mr. Secrctary, perhaps, sir, tlien you could cl.al'ijy this point. 
The're h,rzs been a noti.cea.bZe~ con.s-idcm.ble. difference of emphasis in 
t1~e state-nwnts oj the general oojcctiues oj United States policy in 
these te}'ms. There h,n'e been times v;l,cn the United States poUcy 
has bcen said to be to defend the freedom of the people. of Viet
Nam. T1Ie1'e have been other times 1chen the policy of the United 
States has been said to be to 1'esist the. c;;.:pansion of Chinese Commu-
nist agg?'ession. Cou7d you cl{Irijy that.'? .' 

A . I think those t,yO me:J.l1 exactl)- the same thmg. The e:s:panslOn 
of Communist aQ'PTE'5~ion inyolles the atteml)t to take oyer South Viet
Nam. I think fl~at is looking at the same voin from both its sides. 

Q. Mr. SeC7'etQ?'y~ the Secrciary-General said he had 1W1de a pro
posal to the United States. The White House said no SIWh. proposaZ 
h as been presented to the President. Do you. l~n.ow of any such pro
posal.'? 

A. "\VeU, lYe have talked over the past 2 years inform::tl1y and on 
a number of occasions with the Secrctrrry-General, "ho carries a very 
heavy responsibility in his role flt the United Kations, as ",elIas with 
many O'onrnment.s in ,",uious parts of the wodd. 2\011, during that 
2-year"'period, various suggestions h2.\:e been discussed-sometimes by 
us sometimes by others. But the proposals that I k..1l0W about thus 
fa~ ha,-e berm procedural in nature. The missing piece continues 
t o be the absence of any indication that Hanoi is prepared to stop 
doinfY II hat it is doing aQ'Jinst its neighbors. 

2\;11, these suggestions and procedural questions haye been dis
cussed, many of them publicly. This question of calling a conference, 
under "h,lt circumstanccs--these iLre procedural matters, "\Vhat "e 
are interested in, "hat is needed to restore peace to South~'lst Asia, 
is substance, content, an indication that peac.e is possible in terms of 
the appetites and the a ttitudcs of the other side. 

Q. lIfr. Secretar'y, v)ould you evaZuate the sitwztion, the political 
situation in 8011th Yiet-.Na7n, in the light of the recent clv:mges of 
government a.nd 1Dhether OJ' not yon feel that an effective government 
is now possible thel'e, and i,s that one. of the m.issing pieces'! 

A. "\VelJ, we havo be~n ,-ery deeply concerned, as you knOll , for 
some time about the question of the c,ssential unity and solidarity of 
the Gon.rIlll1ent in Sfugon. Confusion on that matter--or the absenec 
of unitY-l'llmifies in a variety of directions and, of c.ourse, makes it 
that much more difficult for them and for us t..o act effectively to 
insure tho independence. and the safet.y of South Viet-Nam. And 
undoubtedly disunity and confusion in Saigon ine-reases the expect~· 

::on of the other side that, if they per.:;ist, they ha.n a chance of 
_:Jcce:3S. 
- So "e attach the h ighest possible priority to unity and so1ida.rity 
~mong the South Vietnamese leaders and its Government. 

1 can express 1113:' bel)e£, as well as my hope, that at least some of 
these problems of cllsumty hase been resolved. 

The recent so-called coup that illyo1Yecl-"hat-:-s-omethin a like three 
p;1ttalions again, similar to the one of last September, did n;t intedere 
lfi th the operation of the ci,'ilian gonrnment, or d id not create (1. 

si tuation 01 bloodshed IYithin the country. 
But we are moying IYith hope and e:mectation and in the closest 

working relationship with the present Go~ernr[lent in that country . 
Q. lIi?'. Secretary, your statemcnt seems to suqgest that only Hanoi}s 

a:;gl'ession gives any body ant ?Wljor dan']81' to 1chat some have also 
described as th,e coincident c/"l:il war h1 South Yi.d-Nam. Did yon 
mean to suggest, s?'r, that if yo'U ootain elJidence that Hanoi stops doin'] 
what it i8 doing, the United Statr;.) aiel and assi:;tance to the South 
rietnamese Governmcnt wou?d 110 lon;;er be 11egessary to handle the 
local problem? . 
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A. "\Yell, let's be a. little careful abo c'lt this '\lord "indigenous ele
ment." 'l'herQ arc those \\-ho llse that term, particularly ill the C.om
munist world, becausQ the Xorth Vietnamese are Vietnamese and the 
SouLh Vietnamese arc Yietnarnese and they 'wouldlike to hav3 enry
one belieye that that is what is meant by leLting the Vietnamese settle 
their o"n problems_ But an attack by North Yiet-Xam on South 
Viet-X fUll by military per::on_nel and arms is ftggression contrary to 
established agreements. 'IYithout the control of these operations from 
the North, without the manpo\\'er, the trained manpower sent from 
the North into the South, \YIthout. the supply of aDDS and other key 
items of equipm.ent from X orth to South, the indigenous a::pect of 
this problem, the genuinely indigcnou5 aspect of this problem , woulc1 
be quite a difi'el'fnt matter. It was this external a::ped of the matter 
which expbuls thE> pre~ence of the American milital,}' personnel in 
th at area, the rapid increase in .. American personnel since 19G1. It 
was tIle esc::t1ation of that in.filtration. So I think 'we need to sep~trate 
'very carefully that part "'hich is local,. that part which is e:rternal; 
and the e)..-ternal part oi it is the crueial aspect in terms of the pacifica
tion of the country and in terms of the establishment of peace in 
Southeast Asia. 

Q. You mean then, also, sir, the 'l.cithdralcal of sllch monp01cer as 
may have infi-ltmted as beinq part of stoppinq, doinq-- . 

A. "Wel1, that is what they are doing; that is what they must stop. 
Q. llh-. Secretm'Y, do you expect more active and perhaps collective 

support from othe7' parties than Asians to the American effort in 
South Vie t-iram , and could you. describe 'l.chether they have qiven 
any fo rllw..l pledges? 

A. '\-Vell, -;ve have been discussing with other gOlerriments, as you 
know, :for some time no\" increased assistance to South Yiet-i\' am , 
political, through personnel, economic, in other v;ays. We have beea 
encouraged in some ca::es to see that that ulcreased assistance is forth
comillg. 'IVe know th at there are other governments that are con
sidering now whether they might not be able to do more than they 
Ita ve been doing, not just those in Asia. 'lYe ,,;ould 'welcome additional 

suppoi:t, and we think it is ,ery important, both as an encouragement 
and practical support for South Yiet-Xam and :ll::o as an indication 
to th e, other sisJ,e of the international objection as to what the other 
side is trying to do here. 

Q. Ah. Sec),etary , in OI·de~' to intCi'pi'ct you)' statC'IIlCllt correctly, 
could you te1l1(s 1chetlieJ' 01' not you mean to suggest that ·it 1could be 
a precondition of any negotiation 01' conjei'C71Ce that thei'e must be 
an actual ceswtio7i of this penetration, 0)' lllo'(:ly an indication of that? 

A. K o. I think that i t is well for us and for eyerjone to concen
trate on the meat of the matter. The meat. of the matter is thftt Hanoi 
is sending these people and the~e arms into South ,-iet-Xam contrary 
t o eyer} agreement and contrary to intemationa lJaw. Xow', if that 
problem is grappled with: then we can get Ulto deUtiIs. We can con
sieler \\'hether the meat in'l'olYes ~ little salt and pepper and a dash of 
garlic, but here is the me8.t of the matter, and 1. think we ought to 
keep our eyes on that. That is the central, all-important element in 
t.h is situation. . 

Q. 11fT. Secl'etm'y, l.u71Ot !..·i1id of legal uasis did the CnitecZ States 
ltai'c to bomb the tm'gets of :"oi'th ViekYa))&! 

A. Self-defense of South Yi et -Xam and the commitments of the 
l7nited States ",ith re.::pect to the security and the self-defense of 
South Yiet-Xam. . 

Q. :lh. Secl'eto)'Y, if 1.ee cou7d turn [tOin T'iet-:Yam_. ui'ieflYl I '[con
dei' if 1/;e could go to the .lIiddle East. 1 1.condeJ', Sii\ 'dwt 'l.WS the 
reason jOi' OUI' appi'oval oj the shipments of tanks to Israel? And, 
secondly, 1101C that the Gei'7iVJ.n shipments have cca.-~ed) 1.chat plans 
does the United St.ates ha[% to see that lsmel gets the n;liwining ]Ja7't 
of the ai'ms sllipm-ent? 

A. On the first part of your qllestioll, we han been in tere;:ted in 
'some sort of l'easonab1e balance in the armed fOl'ces in th:lt are8.. As 
yon kno\\-, ,Yestern 1-;:'nrope h~s been the priJ1):\l'~- .supp1i\::~' of arms!o 
I srae1. , Ye ol1l':::eh-es h<1\'e tued not to ue ftctIn 111 the ?\ear East m 
the arms field, although \'.-e han ta1;:en some steps in that. regard be
cause for some years \\'e h ,1\-e been trying to find "Ollle \ray in \"hich 
to put some ceilings 011 this neigh.borhood arms ra ce ill the Xear !,~ast. 
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,re haH~ been \r orkillg \ritl, the go\'ernmellts concerned to find out 
,yhether it. is possible that. this arms r ace might ~omeho\y be turmd 
do\~'n \\'a rd. 

The ~econd part 01 y om qnestion I am not able to gel into-about 
the fn t ure. -

Q. lVi', SEcretary, in ?'csPOIl SC to an cadici' qUGstion you ell1atcd 
Ch inesc Communist eX7)ansioni.~),v/.Uith the guci'r;Ua l.L'ai' inSouth rict, 
N aiil.: but I don:t belieL'e YO!! ?i/(;ntioncd Peiping Oi' Communist Chinll 
i n yoUr' opcning statement. l 1.coiidCl' u:hethu yo/! could tell1!8 1.r;lwt 
yon ocliCL'c trw 1'07e of Red China and ·its guilt in this])(uticul{(i' opel'a
tionis? 

A. "~elJ, I think in my earlier statement I intended to comment 
on---

Q. Y Oil em ph-asized H ([noi. 
A. I intencled to comment in ans\\'er to all ea r1 ic·r question on Com

muni st. aggression anc1 not specifically, nece.3sarily Peiping 01' th e 
Chinese. Communist aggreo'sion at the. ~ame ti me. HO\\'eHr, I think 
the r ole of Peiping h ere is pretty clcar. They haye gonc to con:::ic1el'-

nble lengths to make i t public themsel n~s . They 11,1\'c announcecl the 
d octrine of a mi.litant world rc\'olution, , · .. hich they not only h a \'e 
nc1 here cl to in theory but han: backed up in practice on more than one 
occasion. They hayo supported that d octrine \\'ith a harshness \\'hich 
has createc1 ycry serious prohlell1s cycn ,,,it hin the Communist "'orId, 
qui te apart from problem.3 ,yi th the free n·orld. 

Kow \,e kllO'\' that they kl,'e been gi\' ing encoungement, that they 
h [1.\'8 been sending arms to X orth Yiet-Xam, that many of the;:;e arms 
that wo capture in South Yiet-Xam are of Chinese origin, Chinese 
manufacture, :mc1 they ha,"e thro"wn their military and nndoubtcclly 
their economic "weight behind what.Hanoi is doing, and I ,,"ould sus
p ect that. they h a"8 a \'Cry strong influence indeed in Hanoi's attitude 
in this present situation. 

Q. Mr. SeCl'ctm'y: you mentioned IIanoi 0J((1 Peipillg--u'hat about 
.the shipment of Russian s"pplies to .Yol'th Viekram.? 

A, 'ire hayen't precise information on that, but I think in the case 
of the Soviet Union, judg ing from their public as "'ell as priyate 
statements onr tho last :2 years or so, I thi nk th ey h a,'e all along 
t aken about th e same ,·ic\i' of South Yiet-X am as h a \'e other members 
of the Communist world. The\' h a'-o h ad a some\\'hat different vie\\ 
on Laos "where they h ad a \'Cry specific ancl clcf1.r comm itment on L aos, 
but I thi nk they haYe been less active in this present situat ion than 
t hese other hro ca pitals by a \'C1'Y considerable-- . 

Q. Nr. Secretary, could l.ee )'etlli'n, sir, iOl/;lwt you restated seI'era? 
times as a ('('iNcal point? Could y(m elm'ify j ol' 'us in a diplomatic 
8ensc 1.cltat it 1'S that tile United StateslColild regard as el:idence that 
H anoi is stopping do£ng 1dwtit is doing? How could illis be con 
veTted into a diplomatic , wgotiable situation? 

A, I don't think th at it requires me at this time to try to spell that 
out in detail. lYe \you lc1 find out Yery shortly on the grounel, ::ts "ell 
as throl:gh any diplomatic channel, whether there h,1s been any change 
in the pO.3ition in that respect. But I don 't think i t is appropriate {or 
me to talk-abou t complt'~ sets of preconclit io!lS on the ir side or on our 
siele 01' pl'Ohlelils of that sort , becau:3e "c st ill ha\'e this miss ing piece, 
,,'hich is t!le dominant. element i!l the problem.. . . __ ,_" 

Q. Mr. S ecretary, were 1Ct satisfied that aU supp7ies and inft.(tration 
f rom th e Xo-rth had 0ccn stGpped, 1coy~d th e United Stat~s bc co-Tl~ent 
to solve the indigenous aspects, the ClVil gar aspe.cts, by free electIOns 
under inter-national supei'dsion 'inSo-uth F iet-N and 

A, , Yell let 's (ret to the first step first, and then if "e get to that 
step: then ~;e "iff hale the luxury of indulging in the c01l.sicleration 
of the secon d step. .. 

Q. What are our poZici€8 ",J;ith rcgQi'd to the indigenol.!.s aspects of 
a ci'Uil1.cClTf Could you enlighten us on this.'? 

A. " 'ell , I think that .i1:c indigenous aspects of it_~uld be broug11t 
t o a. conclusion \'Cry qUlct:ly a.nd that the Sonth '\ letnames~ people 
could turn back to the proLlem of building their COllntr~y and 111lpro\'
ina their cDnstitut ional s~'~tell1, ele,'at ing the economic sbndarc1s. of 
th~ country and get on n,ith the mo~cr:1ization of t he cowltry ,yhlCh 
h as been their purpose from th e begmr:,lgg, 
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Q. But only by military f orce, .1ir. 0 cCI'e tw'y.9 
A. I am not cOl1uncnling on that. I think the pacification of the 

count.ry "ould be e:1SY if the external aggression were stopped. 
Q. JIr. Sec/'etory, f Ol' Yi!a)'s 1WW '(N3 have been talhing cbout the 

war in South Yict-:Yam a·s a guc.7'I-illa 1ear, Al1d yet today ·twice you 
spoke about the arm.cd attack and aggression from, aile notion upon 
another, l1Uonder, SZT, if this is, in substance , changi.ng t7<.3 context 
of our undC1'stondiilg of tlte 1car in Viet-Nam,'! 

A. Ko . I think all along \YC hay€ put the finger on this question of 
the infiltration of the personnel and of the arms from outside as the 
key to the problem, and if those are a~gressi\-e acts, that is agcrre.ssion 
from the l\orth, al1d that is the thiilg \shieh is at the heart of the 
problem, I "oulc1n't chancterize it as a diflercnt thing. 

Q. Mr. Sec;'etary .rr ' 
A. Sure. Q. 1 did v.:ant to c7ear lip tu;o things heTe. You said you had looh.a 

into this ?natter, altd 11l'ondcred, did 'YOU know thC7'e 1ccre unauthor
ized 'I.circtaps a.nd did you know there u'as u.ntl'uthful testimony under 
oath? T1LOse seem" to be the pertinent points. 

A. , Yen, I am aware of the circumstances involring both those 
point s, but I 'won't make a. characterization of either one of them at 

this point. . 
Q. Do yO'Ll think it's a.ll right? Did you appro've it.~ 
A, 1'~ 0, I am not making any comnlellt about \\'ha t I did or did not 

approve of about either one of those points. 
Q. 111 r. Secrcta.ry, in past press conferences 1 believe Y0l!. have re

itel'ated th.e theme that the 'Lear-and so has Secretai'y [of Defense 
Hobert 0'J Jl cNammar-that the 'I.WI' has to be- ~con in the South . 
lV hy now is all this talk about Hanoi and infiUmtion fro m the iVorth? 
This 1'S a 1'Clati·vely new theme, at Zeast as far as the empha-sis is c071-
cuned. Are you still of the mind that the 1Val' has to be 'I.con on the 

, gro und in the South? . 
A. , Yell, that ~)<Ht of it, of course, is extremely important and is 

crucia1 to the entlre effort. But again let me go back to my opening 
statement, taken~ altogether. Because the aggression, these aggressiye 
acts from the ?\orth ha\"e .been--as \Ie ha.\"e made clear recently
lla,\"e been increased both \"ith respect to manpo"\\"cl' and "'ith respect 

to arms, The problem has increased in size and sca 1e ~d tl .. , 
sary steps, therefore, change. "- . .le neccs-

• 
Q. ).111'. Sccreta~y? 
A. Yes, sid 

• o o 

Q. TV hen 1ce ~ceTe im'olved in tlie J{ 07'ean 11X1,7' Chian K: 7 k~ 
qfesr o~ tTO~P: ~o pa:ticil~ate ;.cas rejecte4. LV o~c, as l U7;d~~'~~~nd 
t .· , oUvh Eo/eans ale bem§! mtroduced mJo Vir-t-l'y' C ' 
tell us u'7terein the situations differ'? v Jam. . an yO!~ 

,A . . !,\rell, ~he South. Korean pe~Olmel that are going into South 
Vl~t-:N~m are not gomg there for comb:lt purposes. Thev "ill be 
~~mrm'~11 er~~gec~! ~ lll;clerstand, .on engi.neer-ina tasks here and there. 

~y ,n " :,n~ "=~~: tn~m certam l ocal guards in conneclion "ith 
t.ho_s pardc-LlLlI ta:",~ , 1 he17 "lrere rellue-""d b17 th" S "h ,_. • G t Th 1 .; " ' 1 <>Lc .; ,~ OUI., \ ' leLname2C 
oyernm~n , el" 18."I"e a 11111ltecl mission. I think tho t l' ~ 

that partlculu pomt. . " a e:s:p am::> 
The other question 15 vears flO"O had m:mv morc co l ' t ' ., Q Are thp. S t T [( • ';'7 ' .; mp lca IOns 111 It 
A' T1 v Ou:" oreans aO .e to de/elld themselves if attac?,;e,rl? 

.., . 1 ~e SO'!-th hore-ans r,nd the United Statc.:; are ~ bl", '" d'f - :1 
::south Korea. If att8.ckec1) ye.s , . 0. ~ LO e en\. 

t' Q. Mr. ~~d'~tar.y, ~I)i.thout .commenting on specific f~{b.lre opera
, l,O"II.-S

Z 
~dUf 1 t? lmPdZy m ~ne 01 your earlier answers that the concept 

o 8e I . e cn:L G.71 Un!c~dr. States sccU7'ity commitments W0111d ~'n 
your 1.Jlcw"gwe,us the 1'lpht to continue attacks. " ) 

A. I thmk tIle questIOll 'was the lC C"rl1 b"~l' S fo~ t1 t' th~t 
h 1

1_, t k . 1 0' "':::> c 16 ac Ion u. 
. ac u-2en fl, en In tnat re.gard. 

Q. :TV ell) that implied the broad concc])t of 8eZJ~-de/.tens t? 1I'O,,7·r 
penmt-- . ~ - ",!i), 

A. That's correct. . 
Q. -----//.Could penr:it jUl'ther attacks 1,I.'itlwut necessal"ZZy--' 
A. I 1"\"aS commentm a on the le(T'11 b"-'l'~ "t',' a .-,( ( . .::l ~, J_t.:.~. 
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Q. Vn de,' that concept, 11fT. S'ecl'etal'Y, has the United States, by 
a. ZlOl£lllg American comb:lt flights in South Vie t-I".fa In, modified ~'ts 
p.7·eZ)l·Ou.3 position on the Tole of U.S . jorces in South Yiet-IYam.? 

A . ,\Yel1, :cg:1.in, tho policy remains t11 El s~me . Look at the con
gre..ssional resolution passed by a, llar,;1n of 50:2 to 2. X ow, the usa 
of a particular ",eapon m~:r ch~.nge from time to tim8, or :1. t:y-pe of 
ui rcmft , but the policy is tho same. m.en the circllDlstllnce3 or 
chaIlfTecl circumstance" r equire chn.nged act-ions, those action3 ",ill be 
takel~ But th:1t dO';3 not me:l.ll an lmderlying change of Dolicy. I 
h8-,0 tried to put together in my opening statement the eiemel1tflry 
and basic policy i\ithi.n whi.ch i\0 are op::rating. 

Q ~{S ' f J. 7 " t ' t' " " f •• • iu 1'. ecrCbGl'Y, ,0 go vaG . ...; {'o fie neqo ladO]!S , 1-S 1v a lG~r sum -
mary of 1chat ?Jon have been saying tod,J.Y that the United States 
is not prepared j07' any kind oj negotiation on the war in So uth 
Viet-iI/am with the gove7'nment.s of Hanoi and Peiping unless and 
until what yO!t call thi.> 7iu"ssi71.rJ pi.ece is pTovided? 

A. l'fel1, I "ould think th::\t th:lt ·would·be the essential point in dis
cover ing '\Yhe~her what i::; bro:lclly c::!.llecl the politic::!.l proc2sO'-
whether it 's cEt)lom~tic contacts or wh::t[eV"er----can help bring thi3 
que.stion to a p~aceful solution. I think thn.t is crucin.l to i t. There 
is no politicd r6mmick by i\'hich you can bar the other side f~'om 

contlEuili rr ~::'~' ~)"",:::;i0n jJ theY are d e: ' el"jn.inccl ~(; do so. T!lat k.s to 
be: ]1l C·(:. (1~ .t'Ee gro,mcl, fa(~tu .-;]l:y, (h."(:ctly, Tk'l'C' is no political 
' i' izardy ,dl.ich , ,, ·i ll chang.: th at un(il that ,,; ill is chang.2c1, until the 
decision is Ckt11~cd on th e other side. 

Q. A 1'c1atecllj-IIC -5t ioil) .1fi'. Scu'ct(uy--
Q. :111'. /5(O'CtCIi'Y , could ~/OU pi(t £IS yo:o' th;nl'jil[j on a lt jli'csen t 

I Nc-plion l)('ili~' (I((01'r{UZ to ,1/1'. Cl1Jri0IZ oj Dz.st CCi'ii l "'I1Y 1."1 E(n/n:~? 
A. I r (;}], \,;e consic1 .:,l' the J.!'ecler'l l,Ji epubl ic of G c'rm~lny U~e. !"l)O)~CS 

mall fo r . the German pc()ple on intenL1tional all'airs. \ 'i'e ho.yc not 
io()kcd lI·ilh L1,'(ll" UPC'll fl!1y tu:atmcnt of Ef"tst Gc·nn:cny or its omc:i~1 I s 
th r:.t. would ~l('m to ul!dergird Ol" llllclCl"pi]! the c1iyi sioll of eh(' Germ:111 
pcopJc. OJ' cnk1llce th e pv:;i(ion of th e regime i ll East. GCl"lll:l}lY. 

Q. Jh. Scuct(uy. Laos Is aho (f 7;;.[([ oj t7u'[; rggi'css /on / 1'O7ll Lrorth 
Yie.t-:\'a"ill , The poli.cy s({r(c/Ii{'nts tllat you hat.'c bee n ?)wkillg today 
apply ('qu([l1y to Laos , do t/iey; Oi' .iust 1 0i' rict-,\'mn.'? .-

A. Yes. For bn:\:ity 's sa]~e I did not include Laos in defail, bnt th e. 
th e same situ~[i(Jn' obtains there. Tn (he Cilse of ,I,aos, ''Ie hayc an 
ngn·ement as n<:ent as 18G'2 . I don 't blO\Y of any singk cl ay since 
th e signing of tho,:,c agreemcllts in ,d,ich X or[l1 Yj('t-~ am has been 
in compl i nncc y,.j lh them.. :.\"0\1 : compl ifll1Ce ,\-jtll those a£:rcemellts 
\\ouIcl mnke a big contribution to the peacc of SOU!l1C~lSt. AS-i8. That 
is \';hnt thE') \TE're for. Their ent ire p!ll"poo:e, was t.o d,,<:ic1e that. E:Hl"y 
one lI·oulc11ean. th e L lOtJ:1ns alone ["\nd let them 1"lm their 0\\"11 dbirs. 
Th at. is what it , ,.[[3 all about. 

Q. JJ7'. SCCi'ctai'y, it s eCli!S that the congl'C5sioli/l]. opinion that has 
been 0ll''.'sscd 0:(."0' the , last couple oj ,((.'~C/,·8 ha s not jocusc:4 so 1i.w~h 
on gO([, s of poliCY: 'i.cluch yon hare oud2ned, out the ablilly OJ t fle 
United States to 1'Ca lizf. them. in SOllthca.5t Asia. (Jan '!JOi! S(Tj 'tully 
yon thinl~ the llW.' le ~'cl oj action 'lehich th e U.S. h'J8 11WU'.d 'tIp to in 
S ou(h-east Asia '(uill Tealize th ese gods ailY 17/ore tha n the po7icI! of 
simply fighting th e 't/..' a i' out in til e South t7/(~t 'we,u en~ foll07.~ing 
b~on? . ' 

A . l Yell, I think I wOtild go back to the Pl'esiu.e:nt"s statcment on 
February 11th and to the Ul!clerhinrr policy of the cOlwre7'::;iona l reso
lu tion it ~e1f. W1la t is [("·qui ['cd ' is ~l'q ui re:~1. The cO!'~m ; tment there 
is \"Cry c.l 2flr with rC'spect. to thi s aggl"e~;;ion and our commitment to 
the sc('u :'ity of ths(; co untries of So:;tlH.';,st ,\.sia . 

XQ, I c1on:t th ink one c:o:dc1 1cok int o the f uture and (ret a Sl)ecific 
t .', 1 " '1 dO fl1l 3\,; er . 0 }~our qUC-i'clOlt 8;':: l~ .1m,· ~ ncy \:l! cnntlla l ly 2yelOp. Th e 

other slc1e lS nor) much m,;olncl 1Il , \TltllW that So~c· nar i o . . I think 
th3_ PC!licy .a nd tiP:' dctermination and the nft i LllJ~. arc: c1 t-ar. 
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Q. ,1/1'. Secretary, if tlt e fJ ritish Cite! the Russian GOi..·c)'nm£.nts, as 
coehait'IllCll .of the CC),C7;a conio'elice, decided to COlli'c/iC it, in tlz /) 
aD YCliCe of the mi~sing picc"" 11;ou?d the United States &e J'J'cpat'cd to 
attcnd tlu' , con fc/'I.;ncc .'? 

A . ,\~el1, I thi nk th ::y would be in cOllsll1ti-ttion witldh::.' members of 
the CO!tfcl'('llce bdore tlley c.onn:nc:d it. 

Q. Jlr. Secreta)'y: it is implied on th e wZ)jcct oj '7l(',9oi/ot ions tli at 
l.c7wt Y01i.' J'C saying is tlz ~it thc minimloil. Oil 01ii' side/could bc a status 
f/UO (lnte. Th at is, at th e uegul7ling oj the g!!c;')'i!la. lI'Oi', th ot South 
Fict-:Y(WI 1Dou lcl 1'clllahi 'lcith its /(;NitOi!(tl integi'/'ty and inde
pendence. 

A.. ,Ycll, the h t'cllt of th ('. pmb1.'111 is an a:":3,llllt llP()\L th;,: sdeLy and 
. the ten-it oli,ll inll'grit y ;t1\d indepcndence of South Yiu-::'\alll, If 
' that i.s l'elj~Hc1 tlnd lL'lIlO"·cc1. thcn thin:;::; can b2!::' in to 111 on' . That is 

the. heart of thc p:·obleIn. 'Th at is \\~hy we h~l\,!:, forcc;.; out th C're. 
They conld ('on Ie hO;'!1C t omonG I': if t k1 t problem h:1 cl not bcC'll 
crcat ed by ~g::;Tl':;sion. Th ey l1c\'cr \I'ould hal'(' bi.'cn thcre in thc flr~t 
place. That is the CC,!tr:l1 hC,ld) tl: C' ,C.:;;:cllce of the situat ioll ) allr,1 tll at 
lS thc prol>bn tkllll,)'; to 1:c clc:'.1t \1'l l ll , 

Q "'; 1. . ' . 'j /(in ~ Y01i, .\l),. 
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PATTERN FOn. P.EACE IN SOUTHL\ST ASIA = .Address 
by President Johnson, Johns Hop:-\ins Uninl'sity, April p, 
1965 1 ~ 
Last week 17 nations ~ent their yiews to ~ome t\\o dozen countries 

haYin~ an iJlt e~'e3t in Southe:l .3t Asia. We are joinin!! tho3e 11 coun
tri es and st:'.ting Ollr .A.m,;ric:'.l1 policy tonight, \';'hich~ "e belie\'e ",-ill 
contribute to\\':1rd pe;lce in this are;t of the world. 

I hay£) corne here to rc\·iew once agnin "I-lth my 0\':11 people the ,iews 
of the Americ;1o Goyemml:n.t. 

Tonight .. :\mer ic:1ns :.mcl Asi:ms are dy-ing for n wodd whfCre each 
p eople 111n,;.- choo.:c its 0;,,11 path to change. This is the principle for 
which our nnC:'3zors fought in the nlleys or Pennsyl;:mia. It is [1 

principle for 'which our :3ons fight tonight in the j ungles of Yiet-\""am. 
Viet -Xn m is hl' ;1\\;'1y from this qujet C;lmpU:3. \\~e 11;:.\-e no terTi

tory there. nor do '\'.-e 3eel:;: an::. The war is dirty and bnlt;tl and diHi
cult_ And some lCO youn::.: men, borll. into an .America that is burst-
1ng ,,;ith opportun it): ancf prom.i se, han ended t.heir lile,:; on Viet-
Xam's steamillg soil. -

, \1)1 must ",'e take this painful roncH ,Yh, must. this nation 
h azard its ease: i ts interest, nnd its po,yer for th<:~ sake of a people so 
far away ~ 

I're fi'['ht because ""c must fight. i f "e nre to liYe in a worlel "here 
en~I'y co~;ntr:r can shape its 0\,11 c1esiiny: anel only in such n. \yorld "ill 
our o",-n freedom be fm:l.lly secure. 

This kind of world "'-lll ne\-e1' be built. by bombs or bull ets. Yet 
the infirmities of man are such that. force must often preJ2ede reason 
and the \Taste of war, the \,orks of peace. \ \"e ,,;ish thnt this "-ere noL 
so. But we must deal with the -,YoI'.lcl as it is, if it is cYer to be as we 
wish. .. 

The \\'orld ns 1t is in Asia is not a serene or peaceful phce_ 
T he first reality is that X olih Yict-X am has nttackecl the independ

ent nation of Sout h Yiet-\"" am. Its object is tO~8.1 conque,:;t. Of course, 
some of the l)€ople of South Yiet-\""am are pnrticipating in attack on 
their own gonrnment.. But. trained men and supplic-.s, orders and 
arms, fion- in a, const~Et s( ream from \"" orth to South. 

This SUppOlt is the healtbeat of the war. 
A.nd it is a war of unparall eled bn.ltnli( ___ Simple farmers are' the 

t rcl'CTets of assassination and kidnaping. "romen ~l1ld children are 
c;tr~llO'l ed in the ni::.:ht bec:l"se their men are loyal to their ::.:o\-ernment. 
:~nd 'helpl ess yilGges are ra\nged by :::lleaf~ attacks. ~L::trge-s{'.::t ] e 
r aids nrc conducted on to\';n .. s. and terror strikes in the h e.a lt of cities. 

The confused nature of thi's conflict C~dlllot mask the fact that it is 
t he ne\\' i:lce of an old enemy . 

O ver this \\ar-and all ..:\..sia-is nnother reality : the deep ening 
sh ndov. of Communi s~ China. The rulers in Ibnoi are urged on by 
Peipin£::. This is a regime "hich has de3troyed freedom in Tibet, 
"hich 'has attacked Indirt. and hfts beBD c.ondenmed bv the. United 
Xations for aggre:;;;ioll in Korea. It is a n:ltioll "hieh IS helping the 
fo rces of Y101ence in nlmo~t ewry contu:ent. The c.ontfSt in Yiet-\""am 
is pnrt of a \\'idc'r pattern of ~,ggre ,,::;i\-e purposes. 

\\11) are these r calities our concem? \Yhy are we i.n South Viet
Nam? 

\'Y'-e n1'e there bcc all~(,. \\'e haw f1 promj~e to keep. Since 1954: e,-cry 
.. American Pre.siden t h~'.s ofTued :311pport to th0 people of South Viet
X~dn. l Ye h~l\-e he1rcd. to build , and we haye helped to defend. Thus) 
oyer lil <1ny :ye~:.~.-;; , \\' e llFe m:tde cc national pled:::e to he .. p South Viet-
\""o.m clelP;ld its in(:epencle:1ce. ~ 

_-\..nd I inten d to ~=C(,D th::ct. promise. 
To dish onor that. p(edge, to' ~b:'.ndon this smnll and br,-n-e 118.tion 

to its cn e:nies, and to t.:l(o terror that H'.t:..St foUoi';", would be un 1lJ1-

for!2'ivo.bJe wrong. 
\\~e arc n1:=:0 thei'\; to stren;<then world orc1er. ..:hclmd the globe, 

{Tom B erlin to Th8.ihnd) nre p00ple \'.-l:o~e ,,;n:ll-b0Ln;- re3.~S in p:ll-t 
on tlle belief tklt the-,- cnn cou,,;: on 1:.3 if thc:'; 8.,'". 8.~t;1c~:ed. To le,l,Ye 
,~ . t '-~ t" f .1." 1" 1 l. 1 C. , ... .. 11 " 1 . \ I E: -_\ am 0 llS aLe ':;CU.'l Sll',,~e l !1(, COll;1C[Ci\Ce ot:'.. l:le~ peop ~ 111 

the ·L-.I llE: of an _:\_mer ic:1l1 cCG!.lnitE:.e:1t n.nd in :11.:; \-ak:; of Am el1ca's 
,,:?rd. The l csu1t. y;ould DC illcrcn.~cd unre::t. a!ld inst8.bility, :md CYen 

WIder iTar. . 
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\\' 0 are a130 Ulero b~Call.3() thc,'c, arc, £;reaL stakes in the bahnce. 
Let 110 one think fol' a momrnt that, r etni:lt frorn YicL-Xam \,,'oulcl 
brill 'T ,lll end to conflict. The baLLIe 'would be renewed in 0:l0 cOi.wtry 
and then another. T he centr,lllcsson of our tirl!e is that. the app::tite 
of 11.£;grcssion is lle\'(;1' satisiled. To \\'ithc1raw froIIl one b~lttl E'fic ld 
mea r~s only to prcp:lrc for the Ilext. , \-e Illllst stay in S O\lt lH:'lst . 
A sia-as '\\'e c1i(l ill EUl'Opc-- in the word" of the BilJle : ;'Hitherto 
shalt thou come. but no fllnhel'. " 

There arc tl10se who S~l\, that all our ef£Oli there will lJo futile
that China's power is sHcli tk1t it is bound to c1omin~:.te all Southeast 
Asia, But there, is no end to llw,t ar£;unH'nt until all of the nations of 
Asia are swallowed up. -

There nr", those who v;onder why '\\'o h::n-e a re::.ponsibility there. 
1,Yell, wo b1\'e it there for the same reason that \ye h~l\'e it rC .3pon.3ibility 
fo r the defense of Europe. ,Yodel ,Yar II '\'\',lS fought in both Europo 
and Asia, and ,,:hen i t ended \I-e found oursehes \I'itlt continued re
sponsibi lity for the elefellse of freedom. 

Our objective is the independence of South Yiet-X~lm and its fre e
d om from attack. ,\'e \yane nothing for oUl':;eI\'Cs-only that the peo
ple of South Viet -Xam be allo\\ecl to gl1ide their o\\n country in their 
o'\,n way. I re ,\Till clo e\'erything ll eCe.3Sary to reach that objccti\'e, 
and we '\yill do only '\dut is ab~olutely necessary. 

In recc!l1t months attacks on South Yiet-:~\am '\Te~'e stepped up . TI,US, 
it became nece:3Sary for 1.IS to increase onr respOl1::c and to make attacks 
by ail'. This is not ~L change of purp03e. It is a change in what \),0 ' 

belio\'o that pmpo.oe require.:;. ' 
"Ye do this in ordei' to do\)' clo\Tn aggre~sion. 
, Ve do this to increas0 the confldence of the bran people of South 

Viet-Xarn \\'ho han branly borne this brutal batt1e for EO many years 
w i. th so HUn} casualties. , 

And '1YO do this to convince the leaders of Xorth Yiet-Xam-and all 
who see.l~ to share their conque5t-of a simple hct: 

'We \I·ill not be defeated. , 
We ,yill not gTO\\- tired. 
Wo will not \I~i[hdra w, either openly or under the, c10ak of n. mean

ina-less agreement. 
,Yo know that air attacks alone 'I·.:ili not accomplish all of these 

purposes. But i t is our best and prayerful j udgment that they are no 
necessary pJTt of the surest r oClcl to p e:lce. 

1Ve hopE.' th~lt peace will come s\,iftly. But that is in the hands or 
others besides ollrseh'es. ,A,nc1 we mllst be p repared for a long- con
tinued conflid,. It "ill require p~ltience as \';ell as bi-cl,nry-tlle will 
to endure. as well ,1S the w ill to reSISt.. 

I wish it ,\yere possible to convince others with words of what we 
now find it nece'3sary to S~lT with guns ~1I1cl planes: annec1 hostilitl is 
fut.ile-our re,'3011l'CeS a r,; equ~d to am' c hallen£;e-beca U:3C \I'e fi:2'ht ' for 
values aEd we fis-ht for principle, 1:,lthe1' thiln territon- or colonies, 
Ollr pati eI1c~ and Ollr determinat ion are llnendinO'.· , 

O 1 ·· 1 1 't' ld I ' 1 }'" h 1 , nee t 11.3 1S Cl~~H'l Lien \ S!l~U a S? ue c ear ( lat t ~ OILY p<1-th for 
r eason1ble men 15 tne patn ot peacef ul settlement. ;:)uc J1 neace de
mands an independent South Yiet-Xam-:::~curel'i' QLlarallt eccl ~mc1 [1.ble 
to shapo its o\\'n relationships to all others-free ~from outside inter
ference-tied to no alli:l:\cc-a military b,lse for no other country . 

Th e.3e are t: lC e'::-,3-2nti::lls of :lIly [mal ~'2ttJ'!ment. 
\'i-e \)'iJlnc..-er be ::ecoad i.fl the seucIJ. for .3u.::h 2. p eaceful seU]e;;lem 

in ' -iet-Xam. 
There rna y 1><; ma!1, v. 3. YS to this kind of p-?J.ce : in discl1s::,ion or 

neO'(.ti2_"io!l -v.i rh the ·g.)\'e~nment3 conc6rr. eu: in JaHre grouDs or in 
~ . ~ .... :-; . t.' _, . ? .... 

smn.ll O:l'2~ : 1ll Ll'? rt: il i::rI:l~!:10!l OJ.. OF} ~lgr2cl!H:nt.s or tne l r stl'en~hen -
ina with ;-;'ew ones. ' ~ 

'-? d l' . . , .. d 11f.' lu..-e "t:,~(, Ll1s poslLon o\'er ~n:u onr "g8.lD 50 tUlles ~:!t1 more 
to frie:ld and f0-2 alike. _-\..n d \',e rC;':<lin re<lQY ,,-itlt this purpose for 
UllC-01:ditiollJl discussions. 

_-i.ncluntil t!1::tt brighe ~1T:d nc,cc,s,::';ll'Y day of pe:::' 20 lye will try to keep 
cO:lflict from spre:"di ng. Yi-e h:1\'e no desire. to ~ee. thou ~:lnds die in 
b~ttle-Asial\s or .. :l.!lltTicans. lYe bn'e no desir.:; to d e\':lstate t!J8.t 
I":hich the pcop1e of Xonh Yiet-Xan1 k'..n~, buil;:, \\'itl~ toil and s~lcrificp_ 
,Ye w:Il ,,;se oUI pov;er V;"ith ['.:;3tr?.im and 'I'.-ith :dl the \\'isJom that \1'8 

can commaud. 
But ,\ye "ill use it, 
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This \yar,like most \\-ars, is filled with terl'il,le irollY. For whaL do 
the peorle of ~ orth Viet -~ am II-a nt? The, \,ant w h::. £ their nei g-hbors 
also de:::il'e--rood for their hunger, healch "for their bodies, a C11:111ee to 
le[ll1l , progress for their coulllry, [lnd an end to the bonda:::-€' of r:laterial 
mi:::,;ry. _-\nd they would fincl all these thill!:;:3 far mOl'~ r eadih- in 
peaceful a"soci::.tioll \yjth others than in the elldless cour:.:e of b:1lt1e: 

TheS-(' countries of Soulhca",[ "\sia are homes for millions of im
pOHrisi1cd people. r ach eby rhese people ri se at oa\\-n and ::tru£de 
thrO\:~~l until the night to 'He:.:t existenc<? from the soil. They~are 
oft,'n \\'l'ackc-u by di<:easc3, pbgued by hunger, and death comes ;t the 
earl\' ::.g.:;of40. 

SI ab!] ity and pC~lce do not ccme ea:oi]y in such a hnc1. X e: tLer inde
penclence nor humall dignilY will enr be lyon, thou crh , by arms alolJC'. 
It. al~o requ!res. the \\'ork~ of peace. The ~-\meric;Ul Ifeople, ha\'e helper] 
g2.nerously III t llnes past. ill thesc \'.·orks, anclno\l' there must. be a much 
more m:ts:.:i\·e clrod. to impro\'c the life of mQn in t.hat eonflict-torn 
corner of our world. 

The first step is for the c.ountrie-s of Southeast A~ja to as-oeiate 
t heJl1c:eln's in a greatl~' expanded cooperati\'e effort fo r deH~lopmellt. 
"'lYe would hope tklt. Xor th Yiet-Xam \i'onlcl take its place in the com-
mOl,l eli 02i.j ust rr.s s?on a~ pca.c€iul cool?era tion is pOS3.ible. . 

'rile 1;l1ltecl ~[ltiOll S lS [lll'eady acll\'cly eng~,ged lJl clenJopment In 

this are;l, and as far back in IDGI I conferred \lith our authorities in 
Viet-Xam in cOlUlcction with their work there, Anu I would hop'-' 
tollight that the Secn~;.a.ry-General of the l -:-nited ?:\ations could use 
the p;·e.;::( ige of hi s grcnJ oillcr and his deep knowledrre or .. Asia to 
initiate, ns soon as pos-siblc, \\-ith the countries of that are8. a phn 
·for coop2.ration in ineren.s;:d denlopment. ' 

For om' part I \',-ill [Is);: the Congress to join in a Lillion-dolhr 
Am el'ic:tn inH:"tme.nt in this e{l'o;,t as soon as it is underway . And 1 
"ould hope that all other indust ri ali zed countries incl~cli n<)" the 
So\iet U nio!,-, will joint in t.his eHort t.o rephc.e de~pair wilh"'hope 
and terror W 1 til progre.ss. . 

The task is nothing lc:::s than to enrich the hopes .mel exis~('nce of 
more than rt hundred million people .. Allc1 there is much to be done. 

The Y<1st. :\[ekong Ri\'er can pro\'idc food and 'I'ater [lnd po,rer on 
a SC:l. le to cll';.\r!' ('YCll our O\Yll T\'--\... The 'I'.-onelers of modern medicine 
can be spread thl'Ou~h YilLl.ges I';here thou:3i'.uds die ent-y Y':;:l.l' from 
bek of c.He. Schools can be established to train people in the skills 
needed to nlclnafTe the process of dexelopment. AJlcl these objectins, 
and more are lIithin the reach of a coopemti ,'e 8.nd determined etfort. 

I a lso i'ntenc1 to exp:111cl :l.nd speed up 3, program to make flxaibble 
our farm SUl'pbses to Lssist in feeding and clochi.ng the needy in .:\sia. 
'We should not allo's people to go hungry :llld we,,,1' LlgS while om o\,;n 
~ntrehouscs owrIlo\\' with an abundance of \'.heat and corn and rieo 
and cotton. 
. So I v,ill yery shortly name a special te'l.m of outstanding p8.triotie, 
and disti n fTuished ..'-\mericans to inn. ngurate our pa rticipa hon in t he"e 
p rogi';lms.o This. team \yill be .. hcaded by :0Ir. Eugene Bbc!;:, the wry 
able former Prc:s:c1ent of the '\"i' orld Bank. 

This will bB [L disorderly planet for a long time. In Asia" and 
elsewhere. tho forc es of the modern world ~ue shaking old ways and 
up. rooti :lg ::u,cie.nt ci\'iliz;lt.iolls. 1~here \\·ill be turbul ence. and strug-
0-1e and c'\-en \'JOl enee . Great. socral ck1n£e--ns \ye· see ill Ollr o"n 
~oul1try-clo(,3n0t a],,';lY C011\(' ",[thout conOid. 

'\'{e Inn3t aIS!) ('specr tha t n~Hio!ls 'sill on oCC~l;:.iOil be in dispute 
lIith us, It. m.H be bec.1\i3e \1'0 ~ .. re rich, or power ful, or Q?c:luse \'~e 
h axe mac1e somc"mi:=:t ;1ke;:.. or bcr:;lt:~e the\' hone':th' fC~1.r our int entions . 
Ho\ye\,er, no turion t1f:-.;d e'l'er fear tl\;lt \"e cleiire theil' Ll_nel, or to 
i.'1lpose our \\-ill: or to c!icLlte their institutiop.s. 

But I':e "ill a.hy:l.:'s oppO:3e til", erfor;: of oae ];:Hion. to conquer an
. other n:ltion. 

Ire ,,,ill do this bCC:1US<~ 1),11' o'\"n ;occurity i:.: :1.t S~~d';:2. 
But ther,) i ~ more to it t11;111 th~,t. FOl- our generatioa h~lS :c drC~1fll . 

It. i:; :1 Yen' old clr,~~,\Il1 . But. \\'e !J:1\C the Dower, and no" I',-e haxe the 
opport:Cllity to m;11,e that d re:lm come tnlt'.... . . 

For centuries natio'ls h:1\'c stnl~!2'led am0nz eaeh other, Bur. \";e 
dream of [l. ,,-orIel ',\'h er0 c1i"pllt rs are :.:c~tIed b\'~h1.\',- o.nd re,'.8Xl. And 
we "ill try to ma~;:e it SD. . " -
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For r;'losL of history men !t,l\"(\ h nt0cl and killed one ::ll1other in 
bat.t le. But 'we c1renni of an end to \"aI' . ...-\ ncl ,\' e ,,-ill lry to m:lke 
it so. 

For all existence m05t men h~'TC 1i,-erl in po\-ercy, thrt':ltenC'd by 
hun ('T(,L But \ye dre~lm of <l ,yor1d where :l.ll are fed a.nd clur,;;ed 
witl~hop0_ .. And we wi1l help to nc,,}..:e)t so.~ . T T' 

The orc1l1lan- men and women or -:;olth '\ let--:;8.m ~1Hcl South '\ let
Xn-m, of (,hill~ and 1ncl i8., of nU~:3i<1 and .:\.mericJ., arc br<C\"c people. 
They are filled \\-ith t\e S:lme proportions of h:lte ,mel fe,l1', of 10'.-(: and 
h ope. ~[o:=:t of them wa.nt the :::.lnw things for the.mselws 8.nd thrir 
familie.3. ~Iosc of them do not want their :;:011S to Her die in battle, 
or to s(: e their home5, or the ho:n23 of others, ckstroyed_ 

,,\Yell, this C,lll be their \yodd yet. ~Ian no",',' h8.5 the bl0\\-lecl~e-
n,l ways before lleniec1-to mJ.:,e this phnd. ::-en'c the real needs of the 
p eopl!:' \"ho 1i\-e on it. 

I kno\-..- this will not be e8.s\' . 1 kllO\\- hOI\" difficult it is for reason 
t.o ('Tl1iele pas~ioll, :ll1cl loyc to"master hate. The complexities of this 
\Yo~Jd do not bo\\' e:1sily to pure anel cO!lsistent an.3\,,"ers. 

But. the simple truths are there just the :::ame. I re must all try 
t o follo w them as best \ye cnn. 

l Ye often S:1Y ho\,; impressiw po":-er is . But I do not fi!ld it im
pre::si \-e at. all. The guns and the Lomb::, the rockets and the war
ships, are a ll ::-ymbols of human f ailure. They are necess-:uy symbols. 
They protect what. we cherish. But th ey are witlless to human folly . 

A cblll built acro:::s a gl'eat r1\'('r is impressiYe .. 
In th e cOlllltryside \,here 1 \\' "S born, and where I liYe, I h:1\'e seen 

the night j l lumillatec1, 8.nd the. kitchen \\"armed, and the home, he.J.ted, 
,,'here~ once the cheerless night and the cea::eless colel held s\\'8.-"- . 
And all this h"ppenecl beca~se elenricity came to our are.a. a l0l1g 
the humming \\-ires of the REA. Electrification of the countryside
yes. Lh8.t, too, is impressirc. 

A rich han!:'st in 8. hungry la nd is impressiyc. 
The sight of healthy c!lildren in a chs3room is impressi\-e. 
These---not mi2'htY arms-are the achie\'Cments '\\hich the J .. mer-

i ean nation belie'{es·to be impre3Si\-e. _-\.nd if \ye are steadfast, tbe 
t ime mrt y come ,,-hen all other nations will also find it so. 

EYer) night before I tum out the lights to 5leep 1 ask myself this 
question : 1-t'1\'8 I clone en'l'}thing that. I c~,n do to unite this country? 
Hni-e I done e\'crythillg- I C,1I1 to help unite the \\'orld, to try to bring 
p eace rtnd h ope to nIl tlle peoples of thc ,,'orId? I-IrtYe 1 done enough? 

Ask ),olll'seh cs that. qae.stioll in your homes-and in this hall Lo· 
night.. Hayc \\'e, each of us, all d one all lye can do? H~t\-e "\fe done 
enough ~ . 

l Ye may ,yell be l i"ing in th e time fo retold 1118.1\,) ycars rtgo \"hen 
i t ,,"as said : "I call11eaycn rtnd earth to r ecord this clay against you, 
th at 1 haye set before YOII l ife and c1e:lth, blessing and CUl'smg : there
fore choose life, that both thou rtnd thy ~ecd may Jive.!' 

This gener:ltion of the \yorld ll,ust choose : destroy or build, kill, 
or aid , hate or understand. lYe c"n do a11 thes!:', things on a. scale 
that. has neYer been dreamed of before . 

,\~ ell, "'e \yill choose li fe . .And so cloi ng, \,'e ",ill p reyail onr t.he 
enemi e3 i'.-ithin lllan, and onr th e nntlll':1.1 enemies of 0.11 mankind. 
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EXTI:ACT OF SPEECH TIl' SOtTH YIET\-_OfESE FOnEIG\' 
l\U:\ISTER TIU.\' VA.\" DO O.\" THE OCCASIO.\" OF THE 
"DAY FOR I.\"TER\,:\'TIO.\"AL AID," June 22, 19G5 

For many years, South Yi ct!lam k1S been plunged into a \\'ar 
impoi'ed on it by the Communist:;. I t has been ~'tble to prcserYe the 
inte£rit\' of i ti' territory Itnd irredom onh- because of the COUl'[Jae of 
i ts sons· fl!lcl the friendi y countrie,:; of tbe ' free \\-orlo, \\-hich h:l\-: not. 
sp,11'eo either their fr icnd:::hip Oi' their generous nssis(uDce _ 

T o the representatiYCs of those countries pre,:;ent fl.t this ceremony, 
I exprC3S, in the Dame of the Hepublic und people of South Yietoam, 
our profo\l nd gratitude, which I ui'k th em to conYeY to their GOYern
ment. 

It is fl li'o my duh- to tell them ,,-hn.t \,_e are doin'" with their assist 
aDce. Some r:; used to relieH the misery and sufT:r'ing of our people 
as a result of tbe w[\r, to rebuild on our ruins, and to reconstruct our 
nation ; some to help us defend onrsel\"(~s ag,1insL the Communist 
aggression. I say "defend oursel Yes" ad yisedly : for our prima ry 
object i\-e continues to be the search for peace find not. the spread or 
prolonga tion of the ' \'Ul'. \\'e do, certainly, wflnt pellee, but not 
peace at uny price_ If it is to be a just and enduring peace, tb e 
follo\\-ing conditions must be met : 

1. Since the \\"lj,r now in progress in Yietnflm ,,-as proyoked by 
Communist aggression lend suln-crsion, it is essenlin.l, first of all, that 
these sub,-ersi,-e and militrcry ncti\ities undertaken, directed, p.nd 
supported from abl'oad ag;linst the independence :ll1d freedom of the 
people of South Vietm.m cea5e, fend th;lt. the principle of noninter
ferenee in the int ernfll aff{Lirs of the (.\\-0 zones, rt principle that was 
laid dom.l in the 195-1: GeneY{L ;:greement and in int ei'l1a.tion~l l Lnl-, be 
respected. Consequrntly, the Communist regime of Hn.noi must 
dissol \"e fl11 th ese front org:l.1liz[l fions fmd r, s:enci es it b :'!.S created in 
Soutb Yietnall1 under the title the "Front (or the Libcmt ion of the 
Sou tb ," "Libcrfl.tion Rf,clio Station, 11 and "People's R e\-Olll tionary 
Party," and, it must remoye irom South Yietn:lm the troops nncl 
t he political and mililflry leaders it hilS sent there ill cg;tlly. 

2. The intel'D a,l afI11.ixs of the South Viet.n[\ lTIcse people must be 
left to the discretion of those people in conformity \'.ith democril.tic 
principles i'.nd \'.ithout ::ny foreign interfc::ence from \1-hat cHr sourc.e_ 
That v.ill be feasible, ob,-ioli31y, only I';hen the ag;;1'e53ion by the 
Communi:;L regime of H;1110i lind its campaign of intimid:'ttion to 
which the people of Sout.h Vietnam han been subjec~cd hflye been 
t erminated. 

3_ As soon us n.ggre:3sion hi'..s ceftscd, the Gonrnmcnt of the Republic 
of Vietnam r.nd the nlltions tbr.t com.e to its ;lid \I-j]] be [tlJle to suspend 
th e military mc8.surcs in the teni tol'Y of South Yietn:lll1 ~!.nd beyond 
i ts boundaries that He nOi\- neces,:;ary to defend th,lt territory Hg;l inst 
Communist ftggre.ssion . ::- loreo';(:1' , the Government of the Republic 
of Yictn ~uD is prepared to p.5k fri end];; nat ions thCl to remo'\e their 
milit flry forces from Soulh '\-i etnam. It 1'ese1'\-e:3 tbe right , ho\\-e'\(:r, 
to t.ake ,,-h;ltel-er me;:':3ures fer\: neC.:.:3:3n.1'\- to sec th at 1..1\" and ord er 
are respected throughout. the t errito1'Y~ of South Yictn::m flnd to 
insme the sdety of the South Yietn;l.lDCSe people, ::'S "'ell /lS the right 
to nppe;11 8.gr.in for foreign [!55ist,mce in tbe Cf'.se of further uggrcssion 
or ('hre8.t or r:ggl'ession . ___ _ 

-1 . Lf\stly, the independence f'.nd fr eedom of. the people of South 
Vietn"m must be efiectin::ly .gu'H,'.nt~e~ . ., _ 

- If the Communist r('~irne m I-L'..!Wl si:~cerel:y Wi'.nts pE':1.ce, Ifl~ 1?u~::. 
the intere,,(:; of die n:'.ti.jD ~bo\-e those of ~n lcleology or !, p,'..rt::, if .I t 

... I d tl I .,. p~Oplp- 0' -o11 t he·,,,t -' "I" \yants the \ l etDsmesc peop e ~n .}e 0 lit: . ::: l~". 1" - ~. -" .~L u 

to li,-e i ll De~;ce in3te::d of ,,; ,'!. l , pl'os;::>e~ity iI''.ste:'.d ot pc:,eny, ll'eE'L:om 
il1.3te:,d o(sb,-efv . it hf:.s o~ly to put <'. il e:ld to f;gl'e:iSlon: . . ~ 

T bi, is the o:1i\: p::.th t~:'..t we belie-;-e C:'.D 1e::'. (1 to pelLee 1i the tJou~h 
Vietn!~rr;e:;e pCI)~le !'.re to be able to tmjoy the iull ~e!lefits of t~.e 
aid that the iri cnclly nf!.tio;ts h:'.\-e so generuusly lanshecl upon It. 

16 



Declassified per Executi ve Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

r/7.-'/8. 'I'E~~(I' O}i' l\ s~['!:,.rj~Er'!J.j~I\~rJ' Ol~~ VJ~~'I't~lJ.rfl BY PTI!I:SI
])J~l~rJl JC II1'JSOr"J i!.'l' IllS l~]\l~E~S CON1~\EI~}~j>JCI~ OF 
JULY 23, ISS) 1 

1J)' fell ow Amcric[Hb, not 10llg ago 1 l"ecciycd a letter from a "I'101F1<111 

in tho ?\"Iicll\e.,;t. She va'ot e, 
DE.\T~ "1R. J'l::;S!Dr-::;l': III my hultlb!e \'::cy I am writin; to you about thl? cri5i3 

ill Yie;tn :J.rn . I haye [, son who is now in Yi"t :':1rl1. ;,[y huslxmd ~8["\"C"~1 in Wo:!cl 
\ Var II.. Our .co,lilltri:, \,;:lS at W:lr, but no'.':, this ti:ne, i t, is just 5otl1e;t:ling thclt I 
con't ulIclc!"sbncl. \,. H\'? • 

' Yell, I hli.ye tried to ml.SI\"cl" tlit,t quc:;tio!l dozens of times and 
more in j)l"1:clicnll.i" C\'cry SLtte in t~lis Fnioll. I hll\"e discussed il 
fully in Bnltimort' in .... "-pril, j'l I,Yashillglon in :'by, in Sfln Fr,~ncisco 
ill June. LeL-ll1c I1gftin, now, discuss it here in the Cflst room of tho 
White House . 

\Vlty must young A.lllC'ricr,ns, bom into a L:.ncl exulUmL with hope 
!U"!Cl ,vilh golden p;'omise, toil and suffer f,nd SOlHc:imes die in such n 
remoto and dislant pbce? 

'l'HE L};SSO)'"" OF HISTORY 

. The nns\\"2l", like the wm' itself, is not an casy one, bUl it echoes 
clearly from the pililifalle3sC>lls of h~llf n contury. Three tim.c:s in my 
lifetime, in t \I"O \Yorld "\\' rtr.s llncl in KOfer]" Ame1"ic:1I1S h,c',"e gOlle to 
fex lands to fight for frccd olJ1 . "\Ye hl\\"e learned llt a terrible anel 
bruL ill cost Old retrcat cloes not lJl'ing s.lfeLy and \i"eakncss docs noL 
bring pt~HC:C..· . 

It is this lesson that has brt:,ught us to Viotn,utl. This is a different 
kind of Will". There arc no marching armies or solemn dcebnttions . 
Some citizens of South Yielll[:m, at times 'xi1.h unclerstand'1.ole grie\"-
ances, hft,-e joined in the att<:.ek on thei r o',,'n gO"I"Cnnllent. ~ 

But 'YO must not let this In,lsk the ccnLNll feet that this i;; r eally \\·ar. 

It is guided by North Vietn am, e.nd it i.s spurreel by Communist Chinn. 
Its goal is to conquct· the South, to defe<lt ..... 1rnerican power, and to 
extend th e Asidic dominion of communism. 

There arc great slakes ill the brrlance. . 
l."lost of the non-Communist lllllion:3 of Asi::t cannot, by lbemseh"es 

and alone, resist growing might and the grtlsping ambition of .... '..sian 
communism, 

Our po\',-er, th erefore, is a very 'dLal shield. If Vie arc dri,en from 
thefi cld in Vietnam, then no naLion con enr agail l ha,-e the same 
confidence in .American promise or in ~"\.merican protection. 

In each lp.nd the forces of independence \vould be eOllsidentbly 
weakened and an Asia'so thrcatened by Communist domination would 
certainly imperil the security of the lTnited Stutes itself. 
. \Ye did not choose to be the gUflrcliaDs at the gtlte, but there is no 
one else . 

N or would surrender in Vietnam bring peace, becrtuse we learned 
·from Hitler ilt :\lu nieh ttwt SlIccess only fecels the IlPI->etitc of aggres
sion. The battle v,-ould be i'cnev,rccl in one countr.r uncl t.ben another 
country; bringing v;ith it perhaps en~ If'.rger nne! crueler conflid, as 
we ha,-e leo.rned from the lessons of hIstory . .' 

:MorcoHr, we are in VietnClll1 to fulfill one of the most solemn 
pledges of the .. Ameri~:lll :\ ation. Three Preside~lts-l)resrdent 
Ei5enhon"er, PreSIdent h.enncdy, and your present PreSIdent-oyer 11 
years ha':e commit.ted the~1.3el\"Cs and hill"C promised to help defei!"d 
this slTl n. ll and nl!wnt. n::.tlon. 

Strcm;thened by that promise, tbe people of South YieLllt:.m h,l,'e 
fOlwht. for muny long ye:l;'.s . Thotl.s<":.ncL of them )111\"8 died. Tholl
si1uds more htl\"e been crippled an(l sC['.lTccl by 1\·I1r. "\~,~e jllst c~lnr.oL 
now dishonor Ot!f ,,;orel , or i\h~lIlclon our cO!1llnitlll.ent, or lec\."\"e those 
who bclicyecl us and I"ho trusted us to the terror t1nd rcpre:33ion llnd 
murder thl1t would fo11ol':. . 

This, then, my fellow .. Americ,ll1s, is ,,:by I\'e Drc in Yietnam . --_.-
"D,q).~;-\lnCn{ of SL.1_:~ Publication i937, Rtlr;t:;:J r\ugtJs( 1955. 17 
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!:'CKb.-\Sl:; 1::\ U.S. FOl:CES 

\Yhatn;-o our f,orls ill thlt \1·~lr-sl:1i!lcc1 hnel? 
}'jr:;t, we intc"d to C'OTl"\i!lC'L' the CO;ilmunists th:,~ we ClllilOt be 

defeHted by forc0 of ftrms (Jr by SUll(:~·ic'l· jJO',''-C;·. They [,ro llol c'"l.3il} 
cOllviDC€'Cl. I n. recent mO:lths the,," hQ\"c f:rcatly inCrt'il.Sec1tLcLl' [!o-ht
ing for cc:.: nl;d tbeil" aHn,::k" f'.nd tho tiumb::l: of i:lcicJents . I lW"\8 asked 
the commn.D(1iIl~ gCltcrd, G['rtCl·,d ["\Yilli",'-l C.] \Yc-:c;t;nord,lilcl, wk"lt 
moro ho ned:; to meet thi;; l'.1011nling t'';:~JC3.3io[!. He lH'.s told me. 
\Ye ,,·ill meet his needs. 

I hftye tOCltlY ordei·cd to YielniOm the jir :\Iobilc Di\·i:3ioll !i.nd ccrU,in 
other forC23 1<.11ich \I·ill r,lise our f!c;hl;l'.~ strcn,:th from 1' 5,000 to 
125,000 l nt'll nlmo.3t. irn rnedi:ltcly . ..\clc1illon:l1 fO~"c23 will be needed 
Intor, find th e)" II·iJl be S2Gt as r.:qi.lcstcd. Thi" \,.-ill m"kc it necc;:;s:1rY 
t o illcrease our llCt i\·c fighting forces by r"i3ing th c monthly drl1ft cdl 
from 17,000 OH1" a pc-rioel of lime to 35,000 per month , and for us to 
step up our campaign for yolunl:ny enlistments. 

After this pr.st \\" ecl,~ of delibc;-ftlion:3, I hun cOllc111Chd tklt it is 
Dot essenliallo order }"\ (;:301"\"C ttr!ils into sen-icc no I\", If [hut necessity 
should later bc inc1i ci\ lcd , I \\"ill giye tho mutter mosL C;'.rcflll co .. lsiclcr,l
ti OD anell I\·ill gin tho country cl ue ~~ncl adcqm.te notice before taking 
such r.ction , bu t only rJtel" full plcpo.n:.tions. 

,Yo 11 t1\"O nbo discllssed v;ith til e GoYol"lll11ent of South Vietnam 
latcly the sleps tht,t \\"e \I·ill take to substftnli,llly illCrCftSe thc-ir O\I·n 
errort, both on the bnttleflclcl find lo\nll·d r eform find progress in 
tho yiU age-s .. Ambass::tclor Lodge i.s nol''- forrnu1t1tirfg a new progri'..m 
to be tested lIp on his return to th at, areu. 

CONGRESSIO:-;_-\L l:EVIE"\V 

I have dirccted Secretrrry Rusk and Secretary ~r cl'\ mnar:. to be 
Dsailable immediately to the Congeess to r eyiew v:ilh the3e com
mittees, the appropriate cOllgre:;sionnl committees, what \I"e plfin to 
to in th ese areHS. I hi1\'e ushcl them to be ~blc to ans\\"er the 
questions of any 11ember of Congress . 
. Secretury ~lcl'\ nmtl.ra , in fidc1it ion, \\ill fisk the S(;nate ..:-\.pproprio.
tiODS COHlini ttee to add u 1 imited amoull. t to prcsen t legisln tion to help 
meet par t of this ne\l" cost until a supplemenlal J11c"sure is ready, 
and hearings can be held \I·hen the Congress fisscmblc" in J anuary. 

In tb e meantime, we \\-ill usc the authority contained in the presen t 
defense appropriations bill under considerat ion, to transfer fund" in 
addition to the fidditiollfil money th at we \i-ill ask. 

These steps, like our ac tions in the past, arc carefully measured to 
do wha t must be done to bring an end to aggre,::'sion alld a peaceful 
set tlement. . 

We do not want an expanding s trugglo "\\-1 th consoq nences the.t 1\0 

one call perceii"e, nor will we bluster or bully or fl aunt. our power, but 
we will not surrender and we \i-ill not retrca t, for behind our American 
pledge lies _th~ determination and re30urces, I beli eyc, of all of the 

. American 1\ a tlOn . 

u .s. WELCO~!F.S U::\CO::\ DITIO ::\_'-..L DISCCSSIO:\S 

Second, once the Communi3 ts know, as we know, that a violen t 
solution is impossible, then a peaceful solution is incylt o.ble. . 

We nrc re(,dy now, as we hayc filw ays been, to IllOi-e from the 
ba ttl efield to the con ferencc (:,b1e. I htl.ye sh'..ted pulJ1idy c.ncl, many 
times, Hg!1in and f'..g,lin, Arner ice. 's willingness to beg;;} llnconditiollJ.1 
di sCllS.s iol\S with nny goycrl1lJ1cnt nt f'..ny place nt 9.n )" time. Fifteen 
efYorts b,\"e becn Inc,clc to sl:nt th e.'e clisCl:S:3iolls '.;-i lh the help 0["10 
nation:; tlt roughout the world, but lhci·e has be ell no D.llS'.i·Cl". 

But we are go i [l~ lo continue to pei·siit, if per3ist wc must, until 
derrth find clbolation h:1.'."€' lcd to the S~'.llle cO:l;c-rcnce table where 
oth ers could no\': joiIl llS :,t 0. much srn::ller cost. 
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I h[tYC SpOh'll ni:,llY times of our objectiHs ill Yi(·ltlflm. So hi's tlle 
GOYE'll!ll'!Clll of South YietMll1 . ILnni k,~ se~ [ 0; .. ,11 ib ov:n jJ rO[!Os:lls. 
\\'e arc lC;l(ly to clisCll'S thrir prlipo:::-::l:; illlJ L1Ul' propos:1L :tnc1 ailY 
proposflls of fl.lly ~()Hl'Ilmcnt whose people m~\y lJ e 11fr'('cted, for \\- e 
fear the l!lceting room no morc ihlln ,'.-c fCi\]' the b'lttlcfidcl. 

I n thi:; pursuit ,,;e welcome o.nd we ask for the coacel'll and the 
assis("nce of nny nation aIle! fl.lllliLtiu;:s. If the Uniled ~ ICt ioflS ,mel 
i ts oilicirJ;; or nll~)' OIle of iL:3 ll-~ me;nlJ::rs C1ll by (~cc:d or word, priYde 

----initiatiye or public ac.tion, ori;lg us lle:ll'er ~1Il hon ombl.c }JC:lCC, thcn 
they \'.-illlw.YC Ule support flnd the gr,'ttitucle of lhe United StilLes of 
Aweri'::ll . 

. I I hilTe directecl Amb:ls;·.fldor Goldhci'g to ';0 (0 X ow York today ,mel 
to present imll1cc1i,ltcly tu Secretary GCilcra1 U ThllIlt fl letter from me 
reqne::; tin0' that all of the resourccs , eaet'9')" and immcll se p!'cs(i0'c of 
the Unitc~l ?\atiollS l)e employed to find v'~lYs to h"lL a,ggrcssioll ill~cl to 
bring p e:1ce in Vietnam. 

PURPOSE OF U.S . ACTIOi' 

I mflde !1. similflr rcque3L at, San Frallcisco II fo\',- weeks ago, beca1.l:3e 
we do not seek the destrlletion of filly government, nor do \I-e coyet n 
foot of nllY tcrritory, but we insist tllld \\·e. \I-ill ahn1Ys Ill sist thnt the 
peopl e of South YietnfllIl shall h,1YC the l'iS;hL of choice, the.righ t to 
shfl.pe their OIl'll destiny in free elec-tiolls in the south, or throughout 
all Viet-nam uncl er illtematioll[ll supervision, anel they shall not, hfl.l-e 
any government imposed upon them by force and ten-or so long as II-e 
can preHn t it.· .' 

This was the purpose of the 1951 agreements \\'hich the Commu
nists have 1l011- cmelly shattered. If the machinery of those ilgree
ments \n1S tragically \\'e;lk, its purposes still guide our action. As 
battle rages, \\'0 \I-ill continue as best we can to help the good people 
of South ,\Tietnam enrich the condition of th eir life, to feed the huno-ry, 
and to tcnd the sick, and teach the young, and shelter the homeless , 
and help the farmer to increase crops, and the worker to find a job. 

It is fin ancient but still terrible irony that while many leaders of 
men create diyision in purSllil of grand ambitions, the children of Illtln 

are really united in _the simple, elusive desire for a life of fruit.ful and 
rewarding toil. . . 

As I said at Johns Hopkins in Billtimore, I hop e that one d:1Y we 
can help aU the people of .. '..sia tOlnu-d that desire. Eugene Black has 
made great progress since my fl.ppearance in Baltimore in that di.rec

. t ion-not as the price of peace, for we are ready always to be<1.r a more 
painful cost, but ruther as a p ar t of our obligations of justice tomlrd 
our fellow man. '-

A PERSO><"_'-..L 1'<O'1'B 

L et me also add no',' a PO,so;}[\1 note. I do not find it e"sy to send 
I the flower of our youth, our finest young mon, into battle. I ho.yc 
spoken to }:ou tocl tly of th e dil-jslons Hlld the forces ,'wel tbe b at,tpJio~s 
and the Ul1lts. J3ut I know them 0.11, en:]'y one. I hayc seen tnem III 
a. thOl!SL:ll Q street s. of f1 hundred tOI',-n:3, in c'I-ery Statc in this LIlion-
working uncl Ll1.1gbing alld builcli.ng, and filled I\·ith hope and life. I 

. th ink th,1t I kno\\-, too, how their mother::; wecp o.nd hoY" theil' bmilies 
I sorrow. This is 'the mosL r,gonizillg Had the most painful eluty of your 

President. 
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tETTER FnO~I PRESIDE:\T J O:1:\SO:\ 1'0 U TIL-\ST, 
SECHETARY GE:\EH.-\'L OF THE U~ITED ,l'-;.UIO.\'S, 
JULY 28, 196.5 1 

His Excellency U TH.n-l', 
Secrdary General oj the [-nited Nat.ions, 
Uni.ted lYations , .Y Y . 

D E.-\.R :-' fR.. SECEEl'.-\.RY GE:\EfL-\.L: I \\'fm t you to kno\\' from me 
directly of the wry gre,lt personal confidence \\'hich I place in .-1.m
bassador Goldberg . His !1ppointrnent ,1S permanent rep resen t'lti'.-e of 
the United St.ltes to the l-nited .\'cltions-ancl his Ilcceptlnce of this 
responsibility in th e circumst,mces....:..·is, I hope , strODO' e\ideuce that 
this Go\-e rnment places th e \-ery highest imporU,nce "'on the \\-ork of 
the United K,ltions and \\ill continue to gi\-e i t our utmost support. 

I h,we instructed .-1.r_ll):lss'ldo r Goldberg especi,llly to lllaintuin close 
contact \\-ith you on the situ,1tion in Vietnam. You~r efforts in the 
past to find some \\',ty to remo\'e that dispute from the b,lttlefield to 
the negoti;lting t,lble al,(! much uppreci:ned :1nd bi crh lv Yidued by 
my Gowrnment. I trust they \\-ill be continued. "'" 

M ean\\'hiJe, as I stilted publicly hst .. April , tbe Gowrnment of the 
United Stat~s is prep,lt:c~ to enter into negoti,ltions for peaceful 
settlement \\'1tuou t condItiOns . Th:lt rem;lLn:; our policy . 

And as I stated in S,w Fnll1cisco L1st month, \\'e uODe tUt'lt the mem
bers of the Fni tee! .\",llion:;, indi\-idualh- and coll;ct i,eh- \\ill use 
their influence to bring to the ncgotia-ting taole all go,~ernments 
involnd in an attempt to halt all aggression and e,-01\-e a peuceful 

solution. I continue to hope thn~ th e r nited ::\ations Clln, in fact, 
b e e£fectin in this reg;<rd . 

I bope that you ~,ill co:nmnnicate to us, through Al11b:1S3:1dor 
G old1Jel'g, any helpful su~g'::3 ti on~ that m,lY occur to you thut cun 
strengthen our common ::e:::l'ch for the ro,1d to peace in soutbe[lst 
Asia . 

Si ncerely, 
LY~'DO:\ B. J OH:\SO:\ . 

LETTER FRO:;\1 /~ :·. rBASSADOR ARTI-fen J . GOLDBERG TO 
THE PP..ESIDE7\'T OF THE SECURITY COC\CIL, JULY 
30, 1965 1 

D EAR ~fR. P RESIDE:\T: The President. of th e Unit ed Stltes r..n 
no unced on July 2S, 1965, c ert ,~ill sie;:>s ueing tn.ken by my Gonrn
ment to lend ftll,ther as::i3L~1~ce to the Republic of Yietnarn in l'esi:3ting 
armed aggres:::ion . . 

At tb e s;~me time the Pre:: ident re:cffirn1 ed to tbe Secret:I.l''1 Gener,,,l 
of tb e rnited .\' ations tbe \\'iUin;ness of the United States to enter 
into nc;::oti;lt ioDS jor pe<lce;"d sett lement "'itbot:! cunJiiiuns; and :;,g:nin 
imited~ :l. l1 ncembe.ls of th e l"nit ed ~;:.t i \.')n3 , inJi"idu,'.lly and co11ec
tinh-. to use tbeir iI1flllc!lcC to lJring :loout disu:3'3io,ls ill :;, ne;oti:lting 
foruDl'. On .July ~9 tbe ~e('l'ct:Lry Ge:H']';'lJ immedi,dely scnt a most 
,\-dcome ;:nd :lppl'eC i ~lted reDly, st:l ting bis ceter;11illation to pursue 
bis e[forts to rcmo\-e the dispute o\-er Yietn::m irni'.l the battlefield 
t o the negoti2.ting tc...ble. . 

The Securit,- Co unc il, \\'hich 11a::; n. legitirn;lte interest in t:1e peace 
of soutbe~;'3t _-1.·Si:l; h,1s beer: kept i~lforJ11.cd of the policy of my Go\'crn
ment ".-ith re.5pect to the c::'1l;-erOllS CO\11'"e c,r eH!lts in thnt prrrt. of 
t be \\'orld. For eSf.rnple, my bte pl'c-dcce::::::or, .-\'lllb:'. 33:1dor .:\.clhi 'E . 
StenD30n, told tbe Council more tLv.n ,1. ye:lr ~".go on :-' L1Y 21 1964 : 
. * * * the t·nited Sr:!tc5 h:!s :;0, !" r::pC': ~t T;.(\ n~tiOll~I r:lilit: l :-Y obj ecti\'~ anY\,,'h c:-c 
in 50U t:1C:'5t ;\'::i8.. l.··~·lJ oli cy for 2out~:~1:l'-:i.. .·\si:t is \" ,:ry ~i :11pl-:: . It is the rC5 ~O?"~1 -
ti on of P('':::'Ct; 50 tl! ~t the p~'op l..:::.:: of th::'tt area C:l:1. go ~bo1.lt t~;(-ir o·,I;n i r:,ccpC:Hlcnt 
bu ::::inc:3:: in \\"h:l:cy(:r a.3-:oci2.tjo~ ~.3 t~ey I n:~'y freel y chy o::c for lhem 3(: 1\-c:~ v,"ithout 
interfcrc:lcc [ror:-t the o!~t.sidc. 

?-.Iembers of the Council ~ I so [Ire :".v:::lre of the prolongcd and rcpe:ltcd 
efforts of the U.S. Gon~rn;::ent to openrr p:lth to pe::c(-[ul :3olution of 
th e di:3putC3 of southc"st _-\3irr, bc·;innin; with our ,~l'ceplance of the 
t.erDlS of the Gen e\':l .-\.ccods of 195-1 .. These ({'iorts h:1\'e includeJ-- 20 
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Various :l ppro;"cb e3 to l-It:noi, P ei pi: I~, "nd :-lOSCOi'. 
Support of peaccful on'rturesoy tile United Kinr'cloIll C:lIlflCh, 

and til(' British Comn~CJll\\'e~dth of Sntions , '" , 
F,wQl'[lble l'c~lcti(JJ)s to propcisa!s made by 17 llonalincd nfltions, 

find 1<lter by tbe GO'l'ernment of Indifl, 
Approyal of efforts by the S('cret;-try GeneI'd of the United 

K at ions to illiti:'l[ e pe::ce t,~llks. 
Elldorsemellt of n l::rgcr role for the Fnitcd Sations iu south

el'.st Asia, including fl U,l\. mi.3siOll of obscn-ers illon~ the frontier 
betv;-eel1 '-i etnam nnd Cambodia, [[ G",?\. mission to illn3tiz:lle 
alleged suppression of minority rights in Yietn~lm, nnd " t,~. 
im'itfltion to H:lnoi to p::.rticip::.te in Security Council discussions 
of the inciclent in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

:Major participatio!l, directly alld through th e 'United Nations, 
in economic and social deYCll1pmcnt projects in southeast _-\'sia. 

A dir'ect nppc:d by th e pj'e~idcnt of tbe United SLltcs to the 
membcrs of the L"nited ?\~ltiollS to usc their influence in bringing 
all [Jill,ties to the pC,lce table. 

I{epeated ll~sel'tions 011 the highest authority tlHlt the Unit ed 
States is prep:1l'cd to eng,lgc in negotiations or discu~siollS of uny 
ch[lr~lct el' 'with no prior conditions whate __ -er. 

On at lC:lst 15 occasions in the P:l st four und a h,llf years, the United 
States h:1S ini tiated or supported efforts to reso]ye the issues in south
east Asia by pe;lccful negotiations. 

I am sure th:'.t the other members of the Security Council sh<'lre the 
deep regrets of my GOi'ernment in the f:lct that none of these initi:ltiYes 
has met ,\-ith tlIlY [.,,'oL1ble response v.-b.ate'.-e r. It is especially un
fortu nate that ~:le regime in I-L:,oi, \\'Liclt, dong '\\'ith-the Republic of 
Vietntlnl, is most directly iIl'l'oh'ecl in the conflict, has denied the 
competeIlce of the t:"nited Sation:; to 'conce rn i tself \i'ith this dispute 
in any manner and h,lS e\'en refused to p:ll'ticipate in the discussions 
in the Council. 

Nonetheless, O:lr commitments uncleI' the Charter of the 'United 
Nations require u.s to per;;ist in the se;1!'ch for fl. negotiated end to the 
cruel and flltile yiolence that f:l\'t1ges the Republic of Yietn,lm, This 
responsibility-to persi:;t in th e :3e:lrch for pellce-,,'eighs especially 
upon the members of the Scc lII'it)' Council, tbe prim,!r), 0l'6:ln of the 
Unit ed Xntions for peace and security ,{n:lirs. 

The pmpO:ie of this communic:ltion therefore is to reemphasize to 
the members of the Council the follo\\-ing points: 

First, th:lt the 'Cnited St:ltes \\-ill cl);[tinue to pro\-ide, in wbatei'cr 
rneasme und for 'I\-h:lte'I'E'r period is neCe~5!lry, ,'.ssistrrllce to the people 
of the Republic of Yietll<lm in defending their independence, their 
sO\erei~n ty, and their right to choose tlJeir o\m gOHrnrnent :l.l1d make 

. their o\\'n decisions. . 
Seconel, the l~nitcd St,ltes i\'i!l continue to assist in the economic 

and soeiul ad\',l1lceme:1t of southe:l-;t _'\..si:!, under the leadership of 
Asian cOllntrie::; clnd the l"ni ted ~ atiotl:3, und i\-ill continue to e:-;plore 
all adclitioC1al po,;3ibilities, especilllly in connection with the gre<'l.t 
proj ects trrking shllpe in the Lov:er :--[ o2:"ong B"sin. 

Third , the l:nitecl Sttltes \\'ill COGtiliue to e:o;:plore, illdep211dently 
and in conjunction \\'ith other:~, all p,)ssible routes to fln honorllble 
and dUl'1lble pe,lce in .sOUth2;lSt _-\'~i:l. 

Fourth, th e l.~niteJ :::'t;lte~ sLlnd~ redy. :b it hilS in tbe p::.st . to col
lebo[;lte urlconditi'):l:l!h- \\ith meill~)er-" of the Sccllri~\- Council in the 
search for :111 ilccepLlble formuL'. to re~tore pCIlee :lOci "s ecurity to that 
arei\. of the '.'.·orlel. 

It is tbe hODe of m\' GI)'\el'ilment tb:'.t the members of the Security 
Council \\-ill someho~\' find the me,'d'.S to I'e3porld efL~ct inly to th"e 
ch:l!len~e rc:i~ ,'d by the pre:'er:t slilte of :lEL,irs ia s O Llthe:c~t .-\.sia, 

I respectfully l't' (['l eSl liut thi-; comp)llnic:ltion be circLd:ltcd to the 
members of the I'nltcd S:lti un.': a.: :1 .:3ecuriil' Council doc"me:1t. 

Accept, E:-.:ceIl enc::. tbe ~l""ur"ncc o[ my b'igneo:t consider:ltion . 
ARTHT;R .J. GOLD3i::P.G, 
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connESP00:DE.\"CE WITH FOREIG.\" :'II0."ISTEH F.-\.\"FA;Xr 
OF ITALY, I\O\,E:'.IBEn-DECL\IUEH, 1955 1 " 

- FOREIG:-; :\IIXISTER FA:-;L\Xr'S LETT ER TO PR ESIDE );,T JOH);,SO:-;, 

N OVE~mER 20, 1965 

Hon. Lr,Do);' D. J O!{);,SO,,-, 

President oj tfte United States . 
:MR. PRESIDE );,T: I n the inten'i e\,,- which YOU gLlciou.,h- accorded me 

at th e end of :\Iny you repe:lted unel\'- your firm inte-ntil)n to seek 
assiduously a ne~0tjdE'cl soluti')n for thE conflict in Yi ell1clIn. 

In the hope of being able to assist in the re:llizatioll of this noble 
purpose, I bring to your attention the following: 
. On Tbursday, .\"oHmber II, in H ano i, I-Io Chi :\Iinh, und the 
Presid ent of the Council, '\-nn Dong, expressed to two person::: (known 
to me) the strong desire to find II peace flll solution to the conflict in 
Vietnam and, in Sllmm,lry, stated-accourding to what they wrote 
me-that-
in order fo, the pe:lce negoti:J.tions to co me [(bout, th ere will be neC~S5,'.ry (a) [( 
cease-fire (by air, by se:1, by bnd) in the ent ire territory of Yietn:1m (north and 
south) ; the ccss,"tion-th:!t is, of all bcligcrent operations (including therefore 
also the C<:s5:ction of deb:'.rk:ltion of further .\meriC:1n troops); (b) a c!ccl:1r:\(ion 
according to which the Gencva ag reements of 195-1 wiil be t'lken as the b""is for 
the negoti:ctions- a clecbr"tion rn:lde up of the fOllr poi nts formul:l tecl by }L1noi , 
point3 that are in r.e:llity the cxpbn"tion Of the GCl1E'\'" text and which , there
fo re , can be reduced to a single point: applic'ltion, in other words, of the Gene\'a 
accord . 

The text of the communication ,,-hieh I have recei\-ecl ,lclcls that 
"the government in Hanoi is prep,lred to initi,lte negoti<ltions \yithout 
first requiring actu:ll withd.r'1V,al of the American troops ." 

To the same interlocutor's Ho Chi :'Irinh stlid: "I am prepured to go 
anywhere ; to meet anyone. " . 

These pore the essenti, .... l points that one of the two interloclltors of 
Ho Chi :'If inb and Ytln Dong sent me in ""Titing last night and which, 
in this letter of mine-confided to :\Ir .. -\.. Goldberg, the 'C'.S. repre·· 
sentnt ive to the D.);'., so , that he can deli\-er it urompth- " nel 
conficien ti:llly-I bring: word for word to your dtention~ " 

You surel}- k t'\8 otl1er clements by wliich to judge the importl .... nce 
of the <lbon. .-\.5 Presid"nt of the 20Gh _-\..sscmbly, ,15 ;1 high offici:ll 
of It aly, ,~s a sincere friend of th e United States ,mel of yourself, I 
hop e tbat this contribut.ion to the sought-for pe;:ceflll solution. ;,h,:lYS 
more necess; ..... ry and more urgent, m:ly be ~~ useful one . .-\.nd I am at 
your disposit ion for ~~ny step that you con::ider opportune in the matter. 

With sincere ple2.sure at yom recon~ry und "ith best "ishes for 
,our hi2:h mi~sion, I send rn ~- re~pectflll greetings. 
- Yoms, 

Am);,ToRE FAXFAXI. 

SECRETARY RrsK 's REPLY TO FOREIG);, :\II);,ISTER F.~);'n.);'!, 
DECDrBER 4, 1965 

His E xcellency _bH);,TOEE LI.XFA);'!, 

Forti:;" jhnister of Italy. 
DE.~ R :\f R. F ..... );'F.~);'r: :'Ir~- Go,,-ernment is most cr,' lcful to YOU for 

your .help nnd coop era tion in tr;:iDsmitt:ng , iev.-s- attributed- to the 
.:"ort11 Y~~t))"P.1CSe G?Hmmt'nton negc,~ i;,dinns to de;,] ",ith the prob
lem of '\ le t)):ltn . '\\ e ha· .. e caref :,ll ~- ex: .. mined the sl)'?:::estiol1s you 
ha\- e com'eyed, and I \i'iSll to m;1ke the f,)llo\',-ir:z comments : -

1. .~s it b.as rep eo. tcdly st:1 t~ d .. the L~nited States i;; prepared to 
eilt er mto dlSC:l:331 0nS 0:- :: egotlf:tWDS V:l tb. 2.D \O 20n'!"n!:ler.t at any 
time "'ithont nny precol:Ji,ioDs \\-jlflt30eHr, \'f i r eaffi rm tbis v;-ilf
in gnes5. 

-2. Although there is 50:',e amhiZl!ity in the st:ltellil':1t of Hanoi's 
position, your source seems to i:cdCcflte th tJt Ibnoi \,'ciUld a2'ree tbat 
negoti:1lions lI1i;ht. be u[]c!c~r:::k('n on tbe b~:~is of tee Gen e~a ar-ree

. men (s of 1 Q':;~ I':i thou ( ::: Il~- q U{l] i fic;l tio;-;:; or c:ondi ~;C'llS . ,f e fo; our 
part \"'ollld be \'.-iJling to ('i.;,I;e in nes::oti;,t ions on this bi:.s i:3 '.,·ithout 
uny qu::liificatioDs or conditions . - 22 
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3. The l.)nilcd States dMS not, ho\':c\-e1', agrec II-itlt (h I? contention 
that tbe four points adl-:1I1ced by Hanoi cOJl:3(i tute 0.11 authentic in
terpretation of the Genel-:1. :1;reC'IllCnts of 19S-1. Elements in the 
four points, notably the lwliticell prugrail1 of tbe so-c:dled ~"tiol1nl 
Liberf!.linn Front, han no b:1~:is ill th e Gene\-a agreements, and 
Hanoi's o.pp:ncllt insistence on f1 prior decbL: ti on o.cccptillg the four 
points thus uppears both to be inconsis tent Ilith the agreements flnd 
to require a sllbsianti,-e conditio!l to negotiations. .:\eycrthelcss,ll-e 
urc prep:1J"cd to include tbese fom points for considerittion ill any 
peace talks aloll; \I-ith any proposals \I-hieh the United Statc';, South 
Vietnam, and other boycrnments mc:y ,,-is h to adnlQce. 

4 . Your sources aL::o mention anotber upp:\f(:nt Hanoi condition 
calling for fl cease-fire and o:lIer meClsures prior to negotiations. The 
United Stntes \1·ollld be prep,ned for l1C;oti!1tions Ilithout the im
position of any conditions of this n:"!.ture . IIowCI-er, if il reduction or 
cessntion of hostilitie3 II"(']"e to be arrangcd prior to ]1egoti:1 tions, it 
seems self-el-ident that it \\"Quld hal-c to be on an equitable and re
ciproc[ll basis. If there I\"C;-i) fl cc-.ssClt ion of certain military actil-itic3 
on the one side, t herc "-ol,ld 11a \-e to be an eq lli I-abn t cess:, tion of 
milit ary nctil-itics on the other. The formuhtion proposed l~y 
Hanoi's leaders does not appear to meet this tcst, for eXtlmple, 111 

that it imposes no re.:.;tnlint on the cOlltillllell infiltmtion of forces and 
equipment from ?\orth to South Yietnam. 

5. The U.S_ GOyernmeIlt notes the message cOIlwyed tlwt ?\orth 
Vietnam ,,-ould not insist on the actual \1-ithclr'!.\\-,11 of ~\m('rican force s 

. prior to the initiation of negotiations. HOli-enr, the clarifiC:ltion of 
. this point, thou~h not without sigilifie:lIlce in the light of conflicting 

public staU'D'<:nts by Hanoi on the subject, stillle:J.\"es the questions 
discu;;sed in 2 find 3 :J.boyc. -

We arc thus br from persu,\ded th:1t statCinents by Ho Chi :-'Iinh 
and Phum Yun Dong quoted by your Ibllian sources indicate 11 real 
willin()"ne~s for ullcoaclilio!l:ll negotiations. \\e wOlLld bc ple,lsed, for 
our p~rL, hO'i'.-enr, on the b.lsi:; of the consider,ltions set forth u.bo\"C 
and perhaps in light of ilny fm-ther soundings your sources may milke 
with Hanoi to discuss thi" lllHtter further with YOLl. I hf'..n asked 
Ambassador Goldberg, who bears thi:; letter, to m~lke himself il,1'uilable 
to you at fin)" time for this purpose. 

Further, if it denlops follo,'.ing sllch discllssions, or fmtller conttlct 
by you \lith your sources, that a direct cli:;cusslon \\-ith your It"lian 
sources is deemed fruitful, a represent,lti'.-e of the United States would 
be authorized to meet ii-ith them prinltdy. 

Finally, let me m,\ke it cle,1r that you are free to draw on the con
tents of this lett er , in any way you may desire, in communic:lting with 
your source:). \ Ie would welcome yom continuing assisLlnce on this 
import:cn t ma t ter. 

With tb e t1:3surance of my highe:st consiueration, 
Sincerely yours, 

FORF.IG:-> :-'[]:->rsTsP. F""":->F_-I.:->r's REPLY TO SECRST:\RY R~sK, 
DEcE~lBER 13, laGS 

DE_-I.R :\i R. SECRET_-I.?Y: I receind on December 6 your letter \':bieh 
Amba:3sador Goldberg he:d pre-,iou~ly announced to me on .:\o\-em-
ber 29. . 

The same d8s I summarized in t1 document of mine essential 
obser'l"!.ticrl..3 m::~le by you on \":Hiou,; points <,nel I h,l\-e jU:i~ rccei\-ed 
word th::t on 1'.-edne~ (.L,-y h"t, D ecei-:1be;· S, s,\!cl document has been 
confidcnti:llly Jdinred i:lt,) th0 h:IOJs of :1 qu~,-l.il1. ed repre:,ent;:tiYC in 
order to be fon-'i:rd ed tl) }hrloi. I think, as of tod.\y. ,,(lid document 
hus filre .}(h- re'-lchec! it.; fined clc~tin:"!.tion. • . 
. I \\-ould iikc to :,Jd I de"rre, :\[r. Secret;].ry, to tk1nk you \-ery much 

for thc cOliflde:lce :llld trust in my per,5on you and the -1 . .rneric:1n 
Go\-ernment k, I"f: confiIT!J.eci in your l e~ter. I can llSS:Jre you th~1t, 
as soon :13 I rece~\-e ;H'-Y re,lctio[l on the point:; contulr,ed in tbe letter, 
I will inform \-Oll ir..l:l1 erl ~Jteh-. . 

.~ticip(ltitlg the ple;: 3ure of meeting you next I\-eel-;: in ""IT" ashirigton, 
I remllin, :\[r. Secret:lry, 

A~rr:->10 RE F_-\..\"F.-I.:->r. 
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STATEH"EKT CONCEP~:IXG 1964 PE.~CE OVERTURES 
~ ----- ------~------~~~~~~.-----

~ . 

The North Vietnamese regime has made it clear again and again thai 
it will not enter into any discuss ions unles s the conditions it has 
set do~m for s ett l ement are accepted as the basis of nego tiat ion . 
These cond itions , amount ing to a surrend8r of South Viet-Nam to Com
munist dominat ion , and formulated most forc efully on AprilB, 1965 
by Premier Pham Van. Dong in his "four points," include the vlith
drawa l of Un ited States Military Forces and acceptance of the pro
gram of the Viet Cong . Not only have the North Vietnamese r e it er·
at ed these c ond itions on numerous occasiorls, but they have peremp
torily rejected the ~epeated attempts of the United States to find 
an avenue to ~eaceful s ett l ement, i ncluding notably the President's' 
declarat ion of April 7, 1965) that we stand ready to engage in un- ' 
cond itional discuss ions. 

In this regard, the Secretary made · th~ foll owing st~tement in his 
press c onference of November 26, 1965: 

~ " ... It is true that last autumn Ambassador 'Stevenson was 
informed by the Secretary General that h e had b een in
formed i ndi rect ly that Banoi would be willing to h ave a 
contact 'vith the United St ates and that the Secretary Gen
era l had suggested Rangoon as a suit able site. 

"When this matter arose, it was cons idered'in the light of 
a great dea l of informat ion available at the time about 
the'at titude of th e authorities in Hano i and, indeed , of 

.othe r govern~ents in the Communist world . I am not at 
liberty t o cite all or tl\ e'5€ contacts, ,.;hieh were nUl71er
OL\S , Pu.t you \·.rill rec211 that the C2nad ian Nini ster of 
Ex te rna l Affairs reported to hi s House of Commons in June 
of this year that the Canadian Commissioner on the ICC had 
m~d 2 several trips to Hanoi over the eight months prio~ to 
the end of May. There were other public indicat ions such 
as the failur~ of the Poli~h proposals on Laos and the 
refusal of H~~oi to att end th e ~ Security Council in 
August. I iilys el f had a nu:nber of discussiops \,'ith th e 
repr~s2nt2.ti'.'e5 of ot he,' gover-rL~ents , i :':eluc.ing Com~'-i:1ist 

govern~ent5 . It 5ee~5 clear b~yo~~ a per-adventure of 

doubt chat Hanoi 083 . not prepared t Q disC4SS peac e in 
Southeast Asia based unon the cgre2~2nt s of 195~ and 1962 
and lookin; t Dwe~d ~he lifting of aggr2ss ion against So~t~ 
Viet-~ aiil . Indaad , in t he latr ~r par t of 1964 Eaooi in
creased its in f iltra tion, including units of its regular 
army . They undoubtedly f e lt they we r e on the threshold 
of victory. Just yest erday H~noi deni ed that they had 
made any proposals fo r ne~ot iations. 
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:, "Throughout'all of last year, the general attitude of the 
Communist world was that they might consider some device 

. to saye the face of the United States while they them
selves imposed their will upon South Viet-Nam. Our at
titude was and is that we are not i~terested in saving . 
face but in saving South Viet-Nam. 

"It is worth recalling that President Kennedy and his 
principal advisers made a far-reaching review of the 
situation in Southeast Asia early i~ 1961, and deter7 
mined to do everything possible to find a peaceful settle
ment based upon the integrity and the s~fety of the smaller 
nitions of Southeast Asia. President Kennedy's talks with 
Chairman Khrushchev in June 1961 led _to __ agre~ment __ in prin
ciple on Laos but not on Vie~-Nam .. The Laotian Confer
ence succeeded in concluding the agreement of 1962, an 
agreement \.,hich failed because Hanoi refused to comply 

,\-lith it in any way, shape or form. Nevertheless, during 
and after tha~ conference the United Statei has had re
peated discussions about the possibilities of a peaceful 
settlement in Southeast A~_i~. -

"Hanoi, in their well kno'iill four points, has indica ted its 
basic position on Viet-Nam. They have refused to accept 
the suggestion that their points can be discussed along 
with all other points pres~nted by other Governments.' 
They, therefore, exclude in advance the pOSition which 
t hey know the United States will take , namely, that North 
Viet-Nam 8USt stop its aggression against South Viet-Nam 
and discontinue its effort LO impose the program of t he 
National Liberation Front on South Viet-Nar.l by force . 

"There have been many efforts by the United States and by 
o ther governments throughout the past five years to 
a chi eve peace for the nations of Southeast Asia . Leaving 
a side all questions of diplomatic procedure there has not 
been and there is not now any indicati~n from Hanoi that 
they are pre?ared to a~ce?t the self-dete~~ination a~d ~n
dependent existence of their neighbors a~ free cOLntries 
rather tha~ what the cCD~unist countries have C02e to call 
th e i r wars of nat i onal l iberation. 

- .. - ------ -----------

"'-'---'~ - ~ ~,-- ... -- .-.-.: .. --- ---- :-_~ __ -_ . _~ ______ _ _ _ _ ; ___ __ '0 - --
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' ''You are familiar with manY , initiatives which have been 
taken during the past year to bring t his matter from th e 

'battlefield to th e ~onference t able but you are also famil
iar with the incieased infiltratipn by North Viet-Nam to 
i mpose their ,vill by fo rce. 

"Our task remains, therefore , that which President Johnson 
has often stated, namely, to assist ou~ fiiends in Sou th 
Viet-Nam to repel t he aggression against them and, at th e 
same time , to keep open every possibility of a peaceful 
settlement. For this purpose, as President J ohnson has 
rep eatedly declared, we are prepared for unconditional dis
cu~sions with the governments concerned , or, as the 17 non-
al{gned nations phrased it, negotiations without precon
ditions ." 

4/l7d - l266BT 

'. 

Office of Public Services 
Bureau of Public Affairs 
Dep?rtment of St ate 
Washington, D.C . 20520 
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S E cnETAl1Y ReSE'S :": EV,-S CO:":FEli E:":CE, :":OYE:\IBEE 26, 
196.5 (Excerpts) 1 

Sinee my return from the I nter-Amerietw Conference I ha\'e re~ld 
what h as b e'::1\ s~l icl dming my absence l1Duut the so-e,dl ed pC,lee feelers 
of hot autulllIl. I h1l\e :!Lo se<cll the f l'll:;[l~etlt on this subject, wh ich 
appe~lred l't'cently ill t1 n,ltional mtlg,li:ine. It is true tll:lt bst autumn 
Amb8.s5~ldor S lel'e;l~on \\·D.S informed by SecretarY Gei ler:!! U Tb:mt 
tb tlt he Dud bee:l inforn:ed indiIectly tClt'lt H,Llloi -\I'olud be \I'illing to 
haH t1. contlct \\'it b th e L nitecl States lind tb,lt the Secret:1TY G eilert'l l 
b ad suggested Rlngoon LlS tl slutc,b!e site. " 

'Then this IDrrtter :1ro:;e, it was considered in the light. of a great. 
d eal of i!'.forwation a\'8.ihble at the time about tDe: attitude of tbe 
autborities in Hanoi and, illde·~d, of other gonmments in the Com
munist \I'orld . I am not. at 1i12rty to cite all of th ese cont acts, \\'hich 
were llumerous, but you \\"ill recflll that the Cam.dinn ':-finister of 
E xterual Affairs r eported to his HOllse of Commo;:s ill tTune of t his 
y ear that the Canadian CODlI:nissioner on the ICC hnd m:1de ;:e\eml 
trips t o Hanoi oYer t he S months prior to the enel of \ lay. There 
were other public ind ict'lt ions such as the failm e of the Polish proposals 
on L aos find the reks ::!l of Hanoi to attend the U.::\' , Security Council 
in August. I myself had a number of discussions with tbe reprcsen
t uti,es of other gOYel'Dments, including Communi"t gO'l'ernments. It 
seems clear beyond a per!ldnnture of doubt that Hanoi \\'as not 
prepa red to discuss pe:tce in southeast Asia based upon th e i:greements 
of 1954 and 1962 nnd looking to'\\"a1'd the lifting of ac:gression a("ruinst 
South Yietnam. Indeed, in the latter part of 1961 ~Halloi incl~eused 
it s infiltrat ioll , including U TI its of its regular arm:y'. The}- undoubtedly 
felt tb a t they were on the threshold of ,icLory. J ust. yesterday 
H anoi d en ied that they had made any proposds for negotiations. 

T hroughout all of last year, the gencrr..l attitude of the Communist 
world was tbat they migbt consid er some de',-ice to Sln-e the face of 
the United States Iyhile t hey tbemscl\Cs imposed t heir "ill upon 
South Yietnam. Our Rttit.ude II-as and is that lye are not interested 
in sanng face but in sa\-i.ng South Yi etnam. 

It is worth recalling t hat. President Kennedy r.nd his principal 
ad\-isers made a far-reac11in2' re\-i.e,,' of the situ?tion in soutberrst 
Asia ernl)' in 19G1 , and deter:rn ioed to do eYerything possible to find 
a p eaceful settlem en t based upon th e i nte~rity and the safet.y of the 
smaller nations of soutbeast Asia. President K ennedy'S u;,lks mtb 
Chairman Khrushche,- in Ju ne 1961 led to agreemen t in principle on 
L aos but not on Vi etnam. The Laotian Conference succeeded in 
concluding the agreement of 1902 , an agreement 'shich fRiled because 
H anoi refused t o comply \\ith it in nily \I'ay, sonpe, or form . :\ eyer
theless, during anel after that conference t he LJnited States hns h::ld 
repea t ed discuss ions about, the possibilities of a p ,:'aceful settlement 
in soutbeas t Asia. 

Hanoi, in their \\'cll-kno\\'n four points, bas indicated its basic 
position on 'Vietnam. Tbey b8. \'e r efused to accept the suggestion 
that their points can be discus~ed along "ith nll other points presented 
by other go\-emments . T hey, t herefore, exclude in r..dyance the 
position \\'hieh they kno\\' t he U nited SL,tes und others ,,"ill ttlke; 
n amely, tb:lt ::\orth 'rietnam must stop its aggression against SOHth 
Vi etnam and di::continuc its eEl'ort to impose the program of t he 
N a tional Lib erat ion Front on South ,-jet-nam b, force. 

There b fl \' e been many efforts by the U nited"States und b\ other 
gOI'ernmer;\s ti.ronghotl t the p.:st "5 y ee.rs to 3.chie\'e p e:lce "for tbe 
n a tions of SOlt theas t .Asia. L e,lI'ing aside fill qtH'.'5tio;'S of diplom 0. t ic 
procedure, there has not b een "riel there is not 110\\' any indintion from 
H anoi th tlt tbey are prepared to nccept the self-determin:llion and 
th e independent e.\i,..;te nce of t}leir neigbbors ES free counlrie.:; r :'!thc[ 
than \\·ha t t be ComI11 Hnis t CDII!l trice; 11n \'e come to call tllcir \\'llrs of 
D3.tiona lliberc.tion . 

You arc fumili8r \I"itl! mal1\' initia tin:.s \·:hich b<1\'8 bepn tnken dur
ing the PQS~ YCJ.r to b.1'i:2: thi~5 n.~3.tkr from the b~ttlcficld to the con-
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ference LlbJe and you ure aho fal1lili :l r with the increased infutrution 
by N orth Yictn::llll to impose' their \\-il l by force . 

Om t U.31~ rOlllaiw;, therefor,;, tb;1t which Pres ident John::;oll h as often 
stilted; lWIllely, to f:ssisl our fri ends ill South ,\'ietIlUlTl to repel the 
aggr(::';s ion 11g:1in.st them and, llt the same time, to ke ep open enry 
possibility of t1 pC:1C'eful sctllerllcnt. For this purpose, as Presidcnt 
J ohnson h :1:'; r epcnteilly declared, "'c arc prepared for uncondi tionul 
discw;sions \\ith the go\'emmen t5 concerned, or, us the 17 nonalined 
na tions phrused it, negoti:lt ion..s \\' ithout preconditions. 

Question. lHr. Secretary,in the ligld oj your statement about the 
Vietnamese situation, if today v:e had such an indication through MI'. 
Thant or any ot!ter channel that they 1cere prepared to contact, apparen tly 
without specific conditions, 1colddrce (!ccepi? . 

Answer. " -ell, the President has said, on more than one occasion, 
and so 11 8.\'e I, that \\'e ::lre prep,ll'cll for unconditional discuss ions or, 
as th e 17 ntltions put it, ncgoti:lf.ions without preco ndition. 

In viell' of the statement mtlde by Hanoi in the last 2-1 hours, I 
would not predict that this is likely to occur in the next week or so . 

Question, Well, v,'ould you say, then, tf(at ll;e ha,'e 80m.whet softened 
our position; that is v,'her,;as 1r:18t year ?J'e sensed-v.;e attached some 
condition .) to ou/' p08ition, that this timc-- . 

Ansl\'er. ~ 0, I think lhis is t'\, problem of nuunce here. 
President Johll50n said in April of this year , publicly and clearly, 

without any doubt whnte;-er, that we are prepared for ullconditional 
discussions. . 
. Prior to that time tb e discllssioris had been prinl.le; th at is, our 
attitude on this had been prin1.te. 

I hun myself spent hours und hOllIS and hours since 196 1 with 
representatins of the other side tttlki;lg about peace in southe,lst 
Asin , There Wus nenr uny p eriod wh en \\'e were lln\\'ilJing to talk 
about peace in southe:lst .. :\'si,l. 

Now, at the time Jast llutlLmn, I want to comment , and I C<lnnot 
pw-sue it, that this was not tbe only contact by any means. There 
'ere many contacts with the other side , including Hanoi. This was 

not the only contact. 
This p.'lrticubr incident had to be Joo~e d at in--against the back

ground of !l. \'Cry consicleJ'<1ble [lcti,'ity thl1t was going on among the 
foreian offices of the world, to determine whether or not this particular 
thing ill 11 de a significant dillcr-eace. 

Question . 11fr. Secretary, are you saying that th ere U'(lS no change in 
Am erican policy in so j ar as negotiations are concerned dating jroln last 
Apr-il71 

Answe" IICU, in _-I.. pril the President s:1id ut B:lltimore thut we ,He 
prepared for uncondition:ll discllssions . I thin k t.h,1.t perhaps thllt 
was the first time tll:lt it b:ld been s:lid in j ust those \\'oreIs publicly. 
But ths W<1S Ilot 11 mnjor ch:1llge in the sense that for the p~lst 5 
years we h8.\'e been in contin uous cont;lct \\ith represcntati\'es of 
the Communist world about pe;lCC in 50uthe;lst _-I..si~l. There has 
neycr been any ces.3,lt ion of discllssion on tiill subject. There bas 
bas ne,e~ bee n uny Leck of opponunity to bring this matter ot' pe,lce 
to t he conference t;,hle, ii the other s~d.: is prep<1red to stop tryi.ng 
to impose their will be force on SOllth ,\-i2~nam. 

So tb at if the~e W:1S .1 di jI'erence in the DubEc W<1\' in which this 
mattcc W:lS st<1ted, therc "-<13 no diliere2ce'in tbe bc."sic obj ect il-e of 
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th e 'CniLed St Rtes , nnd no difference on t he point, that we v,-erc in 
r Cf':u lar contact with t be Communist \,-Ol-ld_ 

~Qu(;stion . n71w you say U'i-tllout preconditions, !Iou:aer, you are 
talking only about lcit1:ol.If ]Jr(Colidl-(io71~ of gc{il-ng in the same room to 
open discllssionS', are you 7i0!, bu;au,'e YOli li"f(d a 1l,fI/,&cr oj ronditions 
wMch tile United Stales 1could !,are in tams ojtlle setlluilrnt to be reac1IEd 
at any such discussions. -

Ans\yer. ,Y ell , I do not suppo~c thd anyone would exped the 
Unit ed States, in ngreeing t o di3Cllssions ,\-i thout prcco:lciitions, to 
imply thereby that \,e are gOil1g t o nccept tbe program of tbe other 
side in such di"cussioDs_ 

Qu estion. Th erefore you concede that the other side u·ill also come 
u;ith 'its preconditions. 

An swer. ,Yell, \\-e baye clready said to t he other sidc---v;-c haye 
already said publicly to the other side that ,;,,-e are prepared to .talk 
about th eir proposals along mih the propos[lls of dl tbe other go,
ern ments concerned , and they haye t urned tha:, down. 

Question . Your point is that as oj today, aside f rom th e technical 
problem wldch you call &d!I-II'j a mech'ng started, the situation 1'8 that we 
are 'lEilling to listen to tl,cir preconditions j or Sdtlenient asv;ell as our 
own, that they are not u'illing io listen to ow' preconditions as 1cell as 
theirs. 

A nS\reL Irell, the question of wbether, for eXllmple, their four 
points, ~Ir. Rober~s, ar~ precond it.ioned to any discussion , or any 
conference, has \-aned a li ttle o'-er tune. ' 

There h a \-e been moments, quite frankly , "hen it has appeared that 
th ey werc rigid preconditions, thflt these four points \\-ould ha,e t o be 
accep t ed Ldore t here Clln be nny serious discll:3sions. 

There h o.yo b een other tiInes when we hfld tbe imprei'sion that there 
w ere not necessarily preconditions to discus3ions, but that they would 
b e th e p oints on ,\-hich the other sid e \\"ould insist flS necessary fo r 
peace. " 

I would-one has tb e imprc:3sion tha t in r ecent weeks their nttitude 
h as b een moying toward tne:3e four points as precondit ions somev.-hat. 
more th fln might hHn been our impression for a time . W e don 't 
know. \\e don't know, 

But wh it t \q>, He saying is th at. if they want to come t o the con
ference t able, if they want to h a ye d iscussions, we \\ilJ discuss, and in 
those discussions they can s~n' anything- that they \\·ant. to_ B ut \\-e 
must b e frce t o srry rrnything 'tha( "-e ,,:-'an t to. ..,{nd then \\'e \\-ill try 
t o find our \I-hether th ere is (l b asis for peace. 

But \\'e are not going: to limit discllssions t o th eir four points . 
K ow, these ha '-e got to be discllssions in \\'hich gOH'rnmen ts can 

t alk like go..-ernmenls, di ",cu3s their problems, th eir interests, their 
demands, to sec \I'hether in th at kind of mutu al cli scllss ioil th ere is 
any b asis for pellce . 

?\"O\\', \\-C did that in 196 1, on L aos, and it seemed, in th e Yi ennll 
connrsllt ions be(\I'cen Ch airman Khrushche \- and P rc;3 idcnt Ken nedy, 
that there was a b;lsis for :l , ettl ement of th e L aot ian question . 

1\0 su ch basis :lpPc(lred in di sclls:, ing \"i elnrrl11 _ ' 
I \C {Yot th e con ference and the ~zreoment on L aos _ 
And"'11s I pointed out in rny sUltcment, th e problem ',\ith that is 

that Hnrioi noycr complied \': itb it. 

But I ciO!.l ' t wilnt to l efl,e the impre,,::; ion th llt we :11'e-1 think i t is 
importe.nt to be cl c~lr on tl\'O things; tb at \I-e 1'.1'0 prep11red for discus
sions , \',ithout _conditions, wi thout preconditions . Bel t \ ',-0 are not 
croin ':>' to promise in [',dnmce or Ilt any lime tb d we ,He croin'" to uiy e 
'" 0 h b - - If' C' "\, _. I'" '" '" away t e il:31C lIltercs,s 0 l no .:> OUL1 ,l etTIe-meso peop e ,1.nd South 
Vi e tne.m, and the inten:sts of the C Diled Stilt,,;; \\'b en \ \ 'e 0'0 i;].to such 
di scussion.,,_ T he other side is not goin; to d o th olt. 0 

So tb e probbll !s to find O~lt \':heUlf.'r, g i\-c!l the attitudes, the 
interests, th e comrnItments of the t \',-o sides , if pC~1ce is p05sible_ 
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LETTEH FI-~O:\I :\:\II3:\SS:\DOl{ ARTlIUH J. GOLDBERG, 
U.S. ltEPRESEYL\TI\,E TO THE USITED NATIO:\"S, TO 
SEcnETAI~Y GE:\"I:;lnL U TILL\T, JAXUARY 5, 1966 1 

His Excellency U T}L\~T, 
Secretary General, Unitd Natir!ll s. 

D EAR )'I n. SJ::CRET.-\.RY GE:\ER,-\.L: )'ly Gonrnment h:lS eluring the 

p ast 2 \\' ee~s o ('en ticking 11. number of steps in pmsuit of pe;lce \\'hich 
fl ow in pc.rt frurn our ooli;11tiollS und er the L'nil ed l\'t'.tions Charter , 
of ,,;hich we i\,e most mindful, nnd in p;lrt fr om the nppc:1Js which 
His HolinC33 the Pope and you i'.ddressed just oefore Clu·isLrn8.s to us 
and to others, I bclic\'e it would b e of interest to you, in c.,ddition to 
\vh at we h:'.Ye alre:lcly communie;lted to y ou pri\"tt ely, iLlld to all 
States members of the United .:\;ltiollS to know more precisely \\'hat 
\ve b1n-e done, and ",hilt we h:1,ye in mind. . 

You will ob5erH that we h1'.\-e alre:1,dy responded in terms \I'hich 
go somewhv.t beyond the appe:lls e:wJier llcldre5sell to us. President 
J ohnson disp:'.telt ed meSS:lges, and in SCHLll Cllses person[11 r epr e
senti\ti\'es, to His Holiness the Pope, to the Secreh1ry G ener,,'.l of the 
Uni ted Nations and to a considerable number of chiefs of state or 
heads of go\'ernrn.:nt, re:1ffirming our desire promptly to Ilchie\' e a 
peaceful settlemen t of the conflict ill Yi etnllnl and to do aU in om 
power to mOl'e that conl1ict from the b;lt tlefield to the conference 
table. In this connection, om bombing of X ortn Yietn<1n1 h:1.s not 
been resumed since the Chrislmus truce, 

Among the points made in our messages com-eyed to a number of 
gonrnments nre th e follo\\-ing : Th:lt the Uniled States is prep:,red 
for discus5ions or nc~oti<'l.l ions \vithout any prior conditions what
so ever or on the b::515 of the Gcne\';l Accords of 19,j-l and 19 63, 
tbat a rcciproc:11 reduction of hostilities could be eIl\-is;lgecl and 
that a ce:lse-fire might be the first order of business in any discussion 
or negoti~l t ions, thn t the rnit cd Stu tes rem;lins prep;lrecl to withdm '" 
its forces from South \-ietn:1nl itS soon :lS South 'i'ietn:l[u is in 11. position 
to determine its own futme without exlem:ll in terference, tLut the 
United States desire:; no continuing milit:lry presence or b:lses in 
Vietnam , thd the future politied structure in Sou th Yietn;lm should 
be determined by the South Yietll<:mese people themscIns tllrou~h 
democrll t ic processes, and tb a t the quest ion of the reunific:1 tion of 
the two Yietn:lms should be decided by tbe free decision of their two 
peoples . • 

I should Ilppreci;lte it if this letter could be communicl;,ted to all 
members of the 'Cnited ::\,ltions <'..s a Security Council document. 

I should urge th em in ex::.mining it t o reCRU President J ohnson 's 
letter of July 28,1965, t o the Secl'ctn:-y General in w'hich the President 
im-ited dl members of the United ::\:c tiom, indi,-idu:1Uy flTld collec
ti,ely, to use their i nfluence to bring llbout unconcliticJn;11 discus.sions, 
and my letter of J uly 31, 1965 (document- S.6575) to the President 
of tb e Security Council in \yhich I said. inter nlia, thnt tb e Gniled 
States st:1ucls I~e;ldy, :!s i t has in the P:1st, t'o colhboI'a te unconditionally 
with members of the Security Council in the se:1rch for au ;lcceptnble 
formula t o restore peace and security to trl:1t area of the world. I 
should hope tlYat on the present occ8.sion ,llso onzans of the united 
Kuti ons and :111 SLltes \\-ould gi\-e noOn more enrnest thow:rht to what 
they might do to help to achie\'e these ends, '" 

Sincerely yours, 
ARTHGR J, G OLDBERG . 

30 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3,3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

U.S. OFFICIAL POSITIO:\" 0::\ YIET::\.Ul: State Department 
Press Rcle2.se, Janu~ry 7, 19C5 1 

The follO\\-ing statements are on the public record about elements 
which the rnited SL1tes belieHs can go into pence in southeast Asia: 

1. The Gcncnl Agrcemcnts of 195-1 and 1962 are an adequate 
ba~is for peace in southe:l~t ~\'sia; 

2. \\e would welcome a conference on southeast Asia or on 
any pnrt. th ereoC; 

3. \ \'e \yould \\-elcorne " negotiations without preconditions" 
as th e 17 nations put it; 

4. IV e would welcome uucondi tional discussions as Presiden t 
J ohnson put it; , , 

5. A ces:::a tion of hostilities could be the first order of busine:::s 
at a conference or could be the subject of preliminary discussions; 

6. Halloi's four points could be discllssed along with other 
p oints wbich others might wish to propose; 

7. We want no U.S, b:J.ses ih southenst ~\'sia; 
S. We do not de:::ire to retain CS, troops in South Yietnam 

after peace is assured; 
9. We support free electi:ll1s in South Vietnam to gin the 

South Vietnamese u go\'Crnruent of their own choice; 
10. The question of reunification of Vietnam should be deter

mined by the Vietnamese through their o\\'n free decision; 
11. The countries of southeast _-\,,,ia can be llonnlinecl or neutral 

if that be their option; , 
12, Ire \yould much prefer to use our resources for th e economic 

reconstruction of southe:::st _-\'Si,l than in war. If there is peace, 
North Vietnam could participate in fl. regional effort to which \\-e 
",-ould be prepared to contribute at least Sl billion; 

13, The President has ::aid: 
The ' "ictcong ,'>ould not h:l\'c climculty being rl'pre~('nted :lI1d ba\'ing 

their I'iews repre~C!lLed if for a moment Hanoi decided 5hc \\':J.nled to ceasc 
' aggression . 1 don't t hink th:J.t would be all i nsurmount:~ble problcm, 

14. We ha\'8 said publicly anJ pri\'utely that we could stop 
the bombing of ~ orth Yietnall1 as <l step toward peace although 
there has not been the slightest hint or sU~2:estion from the other 
side as t o \\-hut they ,,-ould do if the bombing stopped. 
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EXTR,\CT FIW:'>I TIm PHESIDE::\T'S STATE OF THE 
U1'\,IO:l I\lESSAGE, JA.::\U .. \Hr 12, 1%6 1 

* * * * * * * 
Not too m,my ye"rs :1g0 Yietrwm \\':,s 1!. p e:1.cclul, if troubled, Lmd. 

In the n orth \\',[ 5 en independent Communist go'."{"rnment. In the 
south fl. people strug:;led to build !1 nn,tion, \I'ith the frie ndly help of 
the United SLltes. 

There were some in South Yietn,lm \';110 wished to force Communist 
rule on th eir O\\'n people. Bu t th eir progress \\'llS sligh t. Their 
hope of :::ucccss \\':lS dim. Then, lillIe more tbew G ye ars ago, X ort1\ 
VietD:lm decided 011 conquest. From th ilt day to this, soldiei's and 
supplies h<1\"e mo\-ed from north to south in a swelling stream
swallolling the remn:l nts of reyolution in aggression. 

As the [l:3:::1.ult mounted, our choice gr:ldwdly became ele:lr. Ire 
could leayc, abandoning South Yietn llll1 to its att:lckers and to cert"in 
conquest, or we could ;;tflY und fight, beside the p eople of South 
Vietn;1m, 

We sb1yed. 
And \\'e ,,·in ::tay until aggres~iou has stopped. 
' fe \Iill SUlY b ecflu:::e a just nation cannot le;lye to the cruelties 

of i ts enemies u people \I-ho lw.ye st:lkec1 their lins <md ind ependence 
on Americ a's solemn pledge- a pledge \I·hich bas grO\I'n through the 
commitments of three Americ,ll1 Prc::icleilL3. 

"'e will stay bec:lUse in .:l~i tl,-and around the \1'orId-are countries 
whose independence rests , in brge me~lsure, on confidence in Americ:l 's 
word und in ~'_meric(\'s protection .. To )ield. to force in Yietnam 
would we,lken that confidence, \I-ould und ermine the independence 
of m?,ny bnds, and would \I·het the r,ppetiLe of the aggressor. 'Ye 
would bflxe to fight in one bnd, and wewoulcl h,lse to fight in another
or abanelon much of A'1ia to the elomin:ltion of Communists. 

And \ye do not inten d to abandon .:\sia to conqu est. 
Last year the nature of the war in YieLnum changed ag'lin. S\\-iftly 

increasing numbers of armed men fro m th e north crossed the border 
to join forces that were already in the south. } .. ttnck and terro,' in
creased, spurreu und encournged by the beli ef that the United Sbltcs 
lacked the ,,-ill to cOllt inue and th at their yicrory wus ncar. . 

Despite our desire to limit conflict, it was nece:;sul')- to act: to holel 
back the mounting aggre~sion, to gin comuge to the pe ople of the 
south , and to make our firmne:3s cl e,l[ to the north. Thus we began 
limited air action agllinst military t:trgets in -:\orth Vietnl1nl . ";"e 
increased our fighting force to its pre:3cnt strength tonight of 190,000 
men. 

These mons hn \'e not ended the aggression bu t they h u \-"C pre\"Cn ted 
its success. The aims of the enemy ban been put out of re,lcll by 
the skill aud the bmnl'\- of .-\mericans and their allies-llnd by the 
enduring courllge of the'South Vietn:1Dle:::e who, I can tell you, -hn ve 
lost eiaht men bst year [or 8\'e[\- one of our:;. _ 

The
o 

enemy is no -longer clr):3 e 'to victory. T ime i:3 no longer on his 
side. There is no cause to doubt the American commitment. 

Our deci:,i l)l1 tl\ st,'.nd firm he.s been nutched by our de :3ire for puce. 
I n 19G.5 alone we hl',d 300 pri\'~lte b:.lks for pence in '-ietn:un with 

friends find r.dHr.o:nie:3 , throlighout the world. 
Since Chri~lm,1:3 \,om Gonrmne!"l t 11 ,,3 L,b')I'ed a2l1in-with im:?zin

atioll and endur~t:1 ce--to remo\-e any o:lI'I'ier to peace ful sett!e::J.ent. 
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For 20 d~ys nov,- we and ow' Yietnflme~e allies h:1,e dropped no bombs 
in ::\ orth Yietnam. 

Abl e and experienced spokc:3men ban ,isited, in b"half of America, 
more th an 40 countries. \Ie baH taiked to more than a hundred 
go,ernments-all 113 that \I'e haH rebtiolls "'ith, und some that we 
don't. lIe talked to the rnited -:\utions and we b,l-e c"iled upon all 
of its members to make uny contributioll that they can tOI\'urd helping 
obt ain peace, 

In public stntements and in print!e communic::.tions-to ad,er
saries and to [risnes, in Rome and \\ arsaw, in Paris and Tokyo, in 
Africa and t.hroughout this bemisphere-America has mr.de her 
position abundantly clear. 

\\ e seek neit.her territory nor bn.ses, economic domination or military 
ulliance in Vietnam. ,\ e fight for the principle of self-determination
thut th e people of South Yietnam should be o.ble to choose their 0,','11 

course, choose it in free elections \I'ithout \-iole,lce, \I'ithout terror , and 
"itbout. fear. The people of all Yietllam should make a free decision 
on the great qu estion of reunification. 

This is all 11'0 \I-ant for South Yietnam . It is all the people of South 
Vietnam II'ant. And if there is 11 singJe nation on this earth that 
desiTes less than this for its O\I'n people, then let its ,oice be heard. 

\Ie ha,e also made it clear-from Hanoi to :\e\'; York-that there 
are no arbitrllry limits to our senrch for peace. \Ie stand by the 
Gene\-a ac-reements of 195~ and 1962. \\'e ,,-ill rrreet. at tmy confer
ence table~ ,,-e ,nll discuss I'.ny proposals-4 points or 14 or"40--and 
we I l'ill consider tbe ,-iel\-s of any group. lYe Ilill ,,-ork for a cease-fire 
now or once di~cussions h [l \"e begun. ,Ye I)'ill respond if others reduce 
their use of force, and we will \\'ithdra\\- our soldiers once South 
Vietnam is securely gUfl.ranteed the right. to shape its own future, 

We ha. Y€ said aU this, and \\'e hr. ye asked-and hoped-ilnd we ha ye 
,,-ait ed for a response. 

So far we ha,e reecind no response to pl'o,e either success or 
faiJure. 

We ha,e carried our quest for peace to many nations wd peoples 
b ecause II'e share this planet II'ith others \I-hose futllro, in large measure , 
is tied to our o"\';n nction , <"'..Del wboso counsel is nece::s:"!r] to our O-li-n 

hopes. 
"\Yo haye found Lwderstnnding and support. .-'\.nd \I-e know they 

wait \I'jth us tonight for some response th,lt could lead to pen,ce. 
I wish tonight tbat I co uld gi\-e YOU :1 bluepri.nt for the course of this 

conflict onr tbe comi.ng months, but we jll:3t cannot know ii'but th e 
future may require. \Ie m:~)- b .ye to hce long , hard combat or a long , 
hard conference, or e\-en both at once . 

U ntil peace comes, or if iL does not come, OLlr course is clear. We 
"ill nct ilS \\'e TlHiSt to help protect tbe independence of the valia.nt 
people of South '-i em:lm. \~,-e will stri\"e to lil1!it the connic!, for we 
wish neither i.rlcre ,,~ed destruction nor do we want to im'i te i.ncreased 
danger, . 

But we \lill gi,e our fighting men wh::>..t tbey must b::.,-e: eyery gun , 
e,ery dolhr, und e\'ery dec:sion-\I'hateYer the cost or \\"hate,er the 
ch allenge . . 

And \l'e "ill continue to belp tbe people of South YietQi\Dl C:lre for 
t hose tn:1t are r::n-;:;ed by ktt le, crc;de progress in tbe yillsges, and 
clmY fOn':;l[d the be:l1ing hc.pes of pe;"'..ce ::.s be::t they c"n amidst the 
uncertclin terrors of lI";J.r. 
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And let me be ~'.bsoILltcly cle:n: the d:,.ys TIl;'.}" become monlhs, ~md 
the months Ill;'.}' become ye:'.rs, but \\'e will stay as long as i'.ggrcssion 
comme,nds us to b uttle. . 

There me.y be some who do not want peuce-\\'hose ambitions 
stretch so far that \\-~lr in Yietnuffi is but a welcome IllJd com-enient 
episode in an immense design to subduc history to their will. But 
for others it. must no\\- be clear the choice is not between peacc und 
victof} . It lies between p eace und the fa Y2.ges of a conflict from 
wbich they cun only losc_ 

The p eople of Vietnam, Xorth and South, seck the same thiDgs : 
the shared needs of ll1o.n, the needs for food and shelter and educ;l,tion
the chance to build and \\"ork and till th e 50il, fre e from the arbitrary 
borrors of battle--the desire to \\'"lk in the di ~ni ty of those wuo master 
tbeir om1 destiny. For many p:linful year~ , in' war and rel-ollltion 
and infrequent peace, they hal-e struggled to fulfill those needs. 

It is a crime aguinst munkind th at so much courage, and so much 
will, and so many dreams, must b e flung Oil the fires of war and death. 

To all of those ci'.ught up in this conflict, we therefo:;:e say age.in 
toniO'ht: Let us choose peo.ce, and \'.ith it the \\-ondrous \\-orks of peace, 
andObeyond that, the time when hope fetlChes toward consumma tion, 
and life is the serVi'.nt of life. . 

In this work, we pI un to discharge our duty to the people whom we 
serve. 

This is the state of the Union. , 
But over it all-wealth, promise, and expectation-lies our troubling 

awareness of ..:'l.merican men e.t war tonight . 
How many men who listen to me tonigh t ha ,-e served their i\ at ion 

in other \yars? HOI< very many are not here to listen ·? 
The wa.r in Vietnam is not like these other Will'S . Yet, fi.ndly, war 

is a],\Uys the 53.me. It is yOUIlg men dyi.ng i.n the fullness of th eir 
promise. It is tryi.ng to kill a mao tl;ttlt you do not enn kno\".- well 
enough to hate. . 

Therefore, to know war is to kno,y that there is still madness in this 
world. 

Many of you .s];8ore the burden of this knowledge tonight mth me. 
But there is a dmercnce . For findh- I must be the on8 to order our 
guns to fire, agtlinst all the most ill\~·ilrd pulls of my desire. For we 
have children to te ach, and we have sick to be cured, and 1<8 he.\"8 men 
to be freed. There are poor to be lifted up, and there are cities to be 

·built, iwd the:-e is a world to be helped . 
. Yet we do "hilt Vie must. 
I am hopeflll, and I "ill try as best I can, with e,erytbing I have 

got, to end this bf!ttle and to return our SODS to their desires. 
Yet as long as otbers will ch allenge _\merica's security :lud t est the 

dearness of our beli efs ,..-ith fire ~,nd steel, th en we must stand or see 
the promise of two centuries tremble. I believe tonight. tba t YOLl do 
not wllnt me to try that risk. ..:lwd from that belief your President 
summons his stren"gth for the trids that lay ahetld rn tbe d ays to 
come. 

The work must be our "ork DO,';. Scarred by the "e;,,'illesses of 
man, "itn whaten:r guid2.nce God m2.y offer us, we must nevertheless 
and alone ",itu our mortality, strive to ermoble the life of ll'.t:'D OD 
earth. 
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ADDRESS BY A:\IBASSADOR ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE Uj\'ITED NA TIO~S, 
AT H OWARD Ul~IVERSITY, \V.c\SHIj\'GTOj\', D.C. 

February 10, ICfi7 
appreciate very deeply the honor which Ho\' .. ~rd University has p:lid 

me t od:!),. The ideals H OI'.'J rd has stood for, and the pioaeering things it 
has achie\'ed, in its first century are not merely of local but of national and 
indeed intern3t ion:l1 significance. For the future of our democr:1cy depends 
on the opportunity-such as Howard has always sou;;ht to pro\'idc--for 
eve y Americal1 to de\'C:lop to the fullest his ir.born potential of char:1ctcr and 
intellect. In pursuit of this ideal r feci certain th:n How:1rd will pro\'ide il1 
its second cenlLlry a le::dership'no less import:ll1t th:ln in the centu~y you h:1ve 
just completed . 

You may be sure th:1t whea I use the word "leadership" il1 connectton 
with Howard UnivCfsity r am not thinking in the abstr:1ct ; r a~n thinking 
with great admir:!tiol1 and grJtitude of one p:lfticubr leader, your emil1cnt 
President and my de:lr friend :!l1d colleague, D r. James \ L i'bbrit, Jr. 

As you knoll', whel1 the President :!sked me to :!ssume the post of United 
States Represenlati\'e to the United :\':1tiol15 :1<1.d r had to fil1d a Deputy Rep
resel1 t:lti\'e who could share the immense difficulties of that vital work for 
peace, I sought out Jim 0.":1brit; and by dint of h:l rJ nc:gotiJting I m:1l1<lgcd 
to ge t hi m for one year. Dur ing that year r had countless occasions to be 
gratefu l for h is cle:!r :l od vigorous mind, his ab ilit y to sc:e to the he:lrt of a 
complex problem, his force of Ch:lr,lcter, his charm :lnci perslIJsi r cness-all 
of which made him a most effective :1Il.d mernor:1b] ~ 3civoc3te of the U nited 
States in the counci!s of the world . 

I kl1o\v you are as proud 3S I am of the sen'ices D r. ?\'abrit has rend-:,ed 
hi s count ry. .\ l1ci p.luch though we :It the C;'\ miss h im, we must ack l1owl
edge that here :it HOW:Hd Uni\'crsity he is still rendering an outstanding 
serrice to his count ry. 

It seems to me htlin,; tn;;t, in the presence oE Dr. ;'\Jbrit \ < .. ho shared with 
me for more th:w a yeJr in the seJrd,. for peJCC, r should report fro:;l my 

- - --------.-- --------- ---.---~------.------.----- .- .-
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United !\:ltions YJnt;1gc ruint on where: we now stand in the 11I1Ce:ls}ng 
effort to achie\(: J just and hcrwr.lb!e negoti:Jtcci settlement of the canRict in 
VietnJ1l1 . It is equall y fitt ing th:lt this report shoCllcl be mJdc on:i llnilHsity 
campus, for no issue of our chy h:ts b,ought forth a greater im'o!\'(:ment on 
the rart ofou, lli1il'usrties thJn tll!5 one quc:stion. 

O~ r c ffOi~I9 _0P.~'lill~siQ.9L.~p,:,~c.~il.! ~ VjSlnJm. bl~ ~e~n .s:~~.G!~~u:,,! s. :....J.~ 
E~s.£.ilj:..l, ·§J;:s PJ~~')Jic at~cn.ti.Q,'l_Jm._b:;'~IJJoCl!s.s~Q 9.nJh.i~ITQ~d'J):.~Jl..JJntJs.\.!gL 
n...1!.i})b.<;.r_oL~t0em.f.D.li,_ ~~P..Q[t.L;!Jl£Ls:\·~.l1lh PS9.n.Qul:t~£n}f~nt~J?)'...lD<,;. gQ~rJL 

ments.~<?J~~~PECJl~)\' ~.'orl~;!,ckrs ill.cJ~cIingl'.9~.P.~ul?D£L;;~0'_ec3rr. 
G e.IJ!2[:J.LlL Tll;)cu,_r].0.~:u.tol~~ :1.ud j L1.teEi~\'L5,.2~illu:;)jiQ.u~Lp<':[So.naJiti-,;s
and the perpk.\ing cyents in :, binlJnd Chii1a. Right now we arc in the 
midst of ano:her pJuse in the fighting, the Lun:lr l\cw Year truce . T hus 
this may be 3. good moment to [!SSess the present st;].tus of our efforts for 

peace. 
In such an ;].ssessmCD.t, 3. responsibilc o"iicial must, in aU that he says in 

public, ayoid damaging the hopes for progress through priYJte diplomacy. 
But in ; free society h:: must also :1ccept the inescapable responsibility to 
keep the public adequately informed . It is difficult to de:tl on both leyels at 
once but it is essentia l to do so as welt :15 we C::ln. 

Let me l:x:gin, then) by .r.cdl Ulg \h~ .b2?ic_-,~!1JQka,!} p-p.c~ai Q}Li Q. Yi.~t:: 
~~ T hes<': aims h:1\'e been stated mJny times by President Johnson and 
other responsible spokesmen of the United States; T hey hal'e been stated 
over a span of two ye:1rs, but the ebb :Jnd HoI\' of the military situ:Jtion during 
that ti me has not made them any less ya lid as guidelines for peace negotia. 
tions. \Ve do not subscric.:: to the f:Jse notion that J strong milit3.ry 
position obl' iJtes the des irability of seeking pe:tce through negotiations. 
Toda y, therefore, r wish to r~\'ic\\' the essence of these AmeriC:1n aims. 

Th(';JJ n i tc.d~t;J1c;.L~.ec;.\.i.jLP-91 iliQl.s.Qlt\.~i9D.iQ...Yje:Q;:tJl1.., W~~.sl_Q . .D.OLs.~cJ.; 
thf_UJl~..QiLclii.iQD:ll.l.uJce ndc c..oCouL J..cI.l.e r.s.J.c.ie_s._ W_c.sc<': k a set.t!emCJl t~YhQ.s.~ 

.t.f;I1!lLl\~i!LL~~l1.1LQ.oL.f.rQ.!D . ..ilis,:~~~LQ!1 _~,fmm a<;'lJuin~_B.~g~~3.ti?I].s,-J 
_~eJtk[ll.01.U\'hQsct~.rr0.L'.!ilL nOUJ.cr i fic~...t.b,e...2 iJ:!..LWi.';:Le:?Lo.L!.!:ILp'a.ri~ ·~ 
the_~vQf.ds of the :, (~niLLCQmDLu[li.q IJ.c_:.Th~_s.~ttk~meiLt_of.lhOLaL iD_Yi_e.~ 
llam~er<;.n.clLo;:l.Jb.~ .re:ldj.nfs~ Jnd _willi.f]gr.ess .oLthe_p_:1rtie.u:.QJlc;.e.lj'1~d_..lQ 

<;.xplore al~lcl. ~\:oJk..9J.1LtQ,;c;.h~L.3.jU-it .~Dd. [';:::1sDn;1b!~_sQ!tJti~on,.:'. As President 
Johnson said a \,;ee);: ;;go here in Washington: Such 3. solution " will in· 
volve ... concessiol1S on bOch FJrts". 

We a ~2~~i'~;;,gccLi!l_:L::'h9!Y"'!\~:Jl'~ag:!ins~s.omm~Q.isn;~y~_do_D.O.~ 
s~ek __ 'l.!l. .-\ j11q.iPILs?h~re oUnA.us: ncc.lIL.:1siJ; nOLLpe[ffiJ.nen t Ame ricl n. 
"prcsence" .. C?l any _ kind-I:ru!:tJry or. o:herwisc-in Viecmm ; nor the 

, impos i~~?11 gf ~ mil~t:!ry alli.1ncc.0i1 South \ ' ictn:nil . 

~Ve do not seek,to do an y injury 12. .~I:!.inl~.l1d Chin:! norto ~hreaten ~Jny 
.of its legiti!l1:!te incercsts . 

------------------...--.--_._----_.---:-----_._---------~-----.----:---- ~-
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~N __ ________ -.., .-~--.-------------------------- -------... _- ... -

W£...~ck ... l22.s2!r~ ... ~tJl£.LC9Pk of S'2..l!.~J0; icti1 ~)._~h~ati!rf11~:i\"c c:'\c~cis;: 
_9Lthe righLQ..f~;;:Lf-d<;i.,Imin,ltiQ.f}-t_h.Lri;Lt to dc,,-iQc thc:j.Lo'.~Q "polil!(~ _ 
.dcstiny free of..qtcrn:d il1terference :H}d_ fors~ 3119 d)r() .. !gh_cl~mocr:1t i c 

,pr()(csscs . ... In kccpLng I\'i[ht~:: ::In_nou.0c~cl ... S_o~_~I~ ... \'i ~t::J'l:.-e~c GO\C!~~lent '.; 
Jx)licy of nJtional rcconciliJt:oil, IIC d.o not ,eck to cxc\uclc ?0Y scgmcf!..t of ~0e 

~o~lth Yictnamcsc .yop!e f rpE.ll pC3 c..efu l p:l r ... ticip.l:i::lf1 ...... i n ~bcir ... ~q~_ntry 's 
fu tu re.. \V c Jre prqn [cJ to JCcC?t th;:: r c~.t~lts...9f _[bt d ... ccision whateler it 

) :t.1JY be. _ We support d!.e c:trty c<?nsummJtio ... n of a ~Cl11o~£:l~i.:: ~()~ti.£L!_ti?n:d_ 
syste!l1 in South ... Yiet'~m , .. anJ }"_ckorne th ~progr~s~ bei_ng _madc ... to .th is end, 

As regJrds 1\orlh_ yietl~::lin, 'Iye h:\~e noAe~igf!s _?n its te!r! ~ory,_ Jnd I':e ... 
do not seek _to o le rtl-or.Qy.:.... i t~ gOlcrnr:!lent lyhJtclcr its ... ideology . We are 

. prep:lreJ fully to resp~ct its s.o,·ere ig nty :lnJ ~errito...ri:11 integrity and_ \2. enter 
)nto spc(ific undert::tkings to that cnd . 

W e believc the rc:unific:1tio_n ... c~ Vietn::.m _should ~e ~c:cide ... c!~p..?n_tl:!oug~ 
a frec choice bLthc peoples of boch the);ouh ... ansl thcSouth II)thput any 

5~utside inter.krenee ;. a0d __ t ~e_ F0ult~ _ ~f ... th:!t cD:oic_c: also .will hJ,·c ... o_ur full 

s.Ypport .. 

. fjll~I.!.)',2{ ... ~!1 pc~c ... c_ is !S:5~q.reiL2:~;t.r~ ... \::i!lir:g_t...C!. ... n_1J~.~~j<?!:...~~.'1!mi~ 
....J1_ .. ~D.LQ..E....lllo neYJ J;lle n t JJ19Je~91.! rC~.LlO....il_ 11}y1 ti 1~i.e8Lc ... o.9p ... e ra0~_~eJfgr~ ... 1.0._ 
briJ:!Z _to_ :!jLQLSc!.Yt.h~ast ,-\s:.:1., i~lu.j~g, . ....:~q_rih... \' i etn~--r:-, the benefii? _.~L 

. .ec.onomlc ... and .. _sq,::i:lLL<;sQmirl.! ... c;.UQn .... :J.ntL~e::...e.lQpnl~!1t \\'hi<:.b_ ~h~!ea_~_ 
_s_QrelY ... IKcds_._ 

These, then, arc the peace aims of the United StJtes. Thcy pJral!el the 
objectives stJted by the South Vietn:.lmese Government 3t :\bnib . Our 

aims are strictly limited and we sincerely bdiel'c t h .~y contain >:othing 'i n

consistent \V' ith the interests ot :lny PJrty. Our public pronouncc ,nents of 
them-both in \Vashington and :.It the United ?\':1tions--3re solemn com

mitments by the United St:ltes . 

Our adversaries h:.l\'e also placed thei r aims and objectil'cs on the public 

record oyer the past two years. Tj:le J:!12jqr_~\.2..t~8eSU:_QUb~K.;t.ims j~ the_ 

wel~kno" 'n "Fou...£..Ro...i~.t~ '~..2f tI:1i1<?.!., which I will_suJ.TI'llar~".L~'it.ho~t_ dc:-_ 

_ ... E~rting~o.o muc0J!:.OJ:!l th~ir ov;~~ ~~i_Q.oLogy._ 

I-he firsty ... qint_9!ls fgr re~nition of...lhe basic_nA .. t:onp.1.!igr~s __ t;>L.~0e 

\:,i <:tl1J.mesc ~021~'p~g~~,jE..clc~.C:.QQ~l'f.~,...20\·egigDly,_uilln:"" ... J)J...d .J_~J6t..Qcl:lJ. 
i f!l<:gc!s)::.. __ It 2.!so_c;Jt!s JQCi.h_e._~~~-,1.ti9...rL9L;J.LLac t.s.....9L!.':;J.LZ:':..iDJ.!: ..th_~_ ~-Qrsh;_ .... 

~e cnd~g_of V....r:i:ei2~~~s in~...r: .. enti~~ i.~thc_Sol![L the ... ':.:it~~rJ\'·2LoL all 
~nited ~c:lces tr ... c~r'~, ....:"Q.ili~a..D~ ... p'e!Sonr'.eL3nsl.-2~e;!p-0..!.~9.L~IL ki n.d.2J ... ~h.e...9is.:... 
tpa n t I i !:!Z_.cl.._·2~ ~~ i:;::lJL. QS?<;.L::L!l9.....J.ill:_c_::lD.~~LL:;'-iol) _pf......l;:h.a ... u _h<,: y. _tc un .. th_e ... 

!!nitc:d2t3tes "mi~~~y d~i2.n...::.::~~~ sou~~_yi~~na£I:l.:... ... 
The Vniced St2tes would not h~d an y ess::ntia [ difficulty with:J rC:lson2bk 

interprew ion of Jny of the tc ,<T]; inc:il!dd in this paine. Our ch ief CCDcern 

is wh:lt it does not i nduc!~ : nJ:,dy, tn:;t ),"orth \-i et;]am also cease its inter-

- -. ---- ~----------~---~-- -- -- --- . --~. --
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~Etio_n in t),~_SouthLe.Q.J all~i ts ~is.-.? f \~~&.linst the~?_uJh,. al!d .. ~it.~. 
.dr:l~~JC?:ces fron~ the S~:,t!,~..: Such a requirement is o:)\jously esscntd 
to the "pC:1CC" to which this first point refers. 

The second point rebtc:s to the milit:I~)"' cbuses of the Gen;::,'a agreements. 
It p r~\'icles tr~;~E~l!(E .. n=tl}s:_p-c=cd_lJ.Lr-;-~-nifi~JtiQ.~_oJ5:i~tn:tm,=.b~~~b-=~h-;~ 
North_21!d t.~<:.....~outLmu~.t...!cfr3i::d£o~ join)og 3nYJ.).1iEt~D~ 31Ji~f~;"~ocL 
tb_~Ltbe re sQ..ouI d_ pe.Jlo _(qr c;: i g n_ b;;?,:;;;;, J ro.Qp .. s_QLmilit.Jf ):....ps;.,~QJ} 0.; LixU.D. ej L 

J.9p.s:cti}~e_t.e r ritQrj<;.$"-

Here aga in, the only r(,31 difficulty is the omissi0:1 of :lny obligation on the ' 
North to withdraw its military forc'.:s from the South-although the Geneya 
Accords which est:1blished the dcmarc:ltion line in Vietnam forbid mi litary 
interference of any sort by OCle side in the afh irs of the other, 2.nd even go 
so far as to forbid civili:lns to cross the dcmilit::>.rized zone. 

Tt:=.. third point cal!., fO~J11.~ ~.01~n}~Q..t....0_ ..tb.c;_S.~i.h~s...i.Dtclj!.aL;ill~.iIs "in_ 
a.:.~~:9.:l .r:~e __ wi th t.b.e_pr_CJgr.?-~_ol [~~ 0.' ati~n .. al _ I:.jber~ltion F'sQnJ lQLSou tho 
_Yietn~~". lTl~jJoi!:!.t,-.9L.c.oJl_ri~ , Y,":lS I}QL:l _ P ~![t. oCthe .Qer:.~·.J-__ Af£OJd_s_ 

a~_an. __ ~~!~!.r:.odu .. c~_~l2.e .. \::...<:.!c~~~~.~.:~_i~h L~h~lldis .. ~ussJa[e r in this an.alpis. / 
. The fc:.ll~~~l p.?ir:~. ~~~? .. fO~ . ..t.b~_pea.c~ful .. !e~nif1c:lii .. QQ .QL_Yietn~rn , ,to k 

s~.t .. t~ed . ~y _~~ _p.:::0p~_.e.L both !:..~n~2 \".:jtho~~ :l'!Y fore ign..in~ =~f.es.s:JLc.e . We 
have no difficulty with this point as \\":lS indic:lted in my speech to the Gen· 
eral ~s:~mbly on September 2~ . 

'There has app:mntly been added a ... Iif.th ... p.Qilll=-Pu~ JQ.f\<.:l;d .a.nd_Je· 
.r:eatedly ~I}d.Q! .. s.,t:.<:L~y_ pQ.tb.Jj~.Qoj_.;:tnd .. ~ht: . ~sti9P31 _ Liberati.o,DJ:.r9l}J siDce 

t~e _~llu_n<: i 2~j?~'1 <?L~be~.r_p~i.:.'i0.12:-\pr_iL_1 9§5 . .. '[his fii~~ .p'?j!.:( I:..~_stat..e.s! 
by Ho Chi ~fiI}hjIlJ2fl.l!~rY,J9§G, :.':hcn he s:lidrn:lt if.ih~ .U_nil~d_ St:1tes , 

~ea llL~·~ t.s P":~.c.s.i£...r::~~t !es.?g~.i"Z~ ~h_e....:'i :t..ti.o.f1:..:l1 .L_~?e ;:'~l.ign....F ro_nt.as .the 
_~'sol!:gel1~inc: ~~pr~~,=-~~.~i \·,:: .. ~~ <?L~he y_<:_op~~_of .?~uti1 ~ie.t..f1?[:r:t,_ .. 2n.<i .. .eJ1g:!ge 

i~~g~i~~?n \<.j~h_~~jr~i~, l.~~e .. ~~.t:.. tJ1i~d of t0e_~'Four Poin~(,introciuces 
3._n:::: .. ~}.~.L!!£n~~\~b.~c.h. ;:a.s _n9i pJrt 9f the Gene;J .. A.ccords. / 

Now, from thi s brief summation of our ai ms and those declared by 
H ano i, it is clear th :lt there are areas of agreement Jnci areJS of dis:lgrccrnen t. 
Recent public statements by I-b no i ha\'e been hel pful in certain aspects , but 
hOI,( great the disagreements :lre is still uncertain lxcause the stated aims of 
H anoi still conl3in a number of ambigui ties . r wo\!ld like to d.iscuss some 
oE these ambiguities be-::lusc they rcbtc to \'ery consequential matters. 

There is Jmbiguity, for example, on the role of the ),"atiord Liberation 
Eon~:r;==E~~'~~;;:~IQD;--f h";\~-~i' r e;J l no~d~;-s~:l~~';;cn"t~r H; 
Chi \f in h :lnci otr.er spc.'~-,:esmen ror our acil'crsaries who h:!\'C said that we 
must recognize the FroN :lS "the sole ge;"luine re? r~senta:i\' e of the South 

VietnJme~ peop!e , 3nci f1e~otiJ.te \\"i~\ it". J ~ _~~~~~~~E s ~h:!!~.\Y~ __ ~.i.e _~ske9 
to ce:lSC our re(06 .. n~ti o .. n_o~~~e Go .. ,:·.er!1fficnt in. ~J.igor}3n.d _ce:.:.l only_with .the 
_f~~it~J~..J·~~~~~~ OJ}._lG!S po!n~ '.vouid, irnrc rll the se:l~~h for pc.1ce. For the 
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Front has not !xen chosen by Jny democr,1tic prC{C5S to represcnt the pcopk 
of South Vietnam .. "i\or hJS the Front ken reco,;nized by the world COill' 

muni ty. It is 'pertinent to rcoll thJt more th211 60 nJtions recognize th~ 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam in SJ~gon , v:hereJs none recog· 
ni zes the L\Jlion::Ji Liberation Froilt as J gO\·crnillcnt. 

.9~ t h~ othcrJ2~rYL sqmc. pubiic ~taLemc[g~ S.Wl1 to_call for:.1.b~ ~?tioi1:!l 

~~~ra~i.C?~ ! r9.n.~ . ~ b:::_ gi:..e...n..il_ pl~c.~~r:..~<?.isc~~ thc.neg~:iJ!ing tabIs· 11. 
t!lls \\:~:.e.,th~~s.i00.::...o.r 0.l:l.!:. a.9.:~r~~~i<:~, .lh~.Pi~P~St? .\'~~!:!.ld ~ .Q0g0.ter; (or 

E{~i.d_Cfl.t.J Qh~'1 ~Qn"Js long, ,3 go as .J uly,.196s,Ylid. d1:Lt. ~(hc_\~~t_C.9Dg wo.uld 

. not h ~:..e...diffi.cI.11ty i.!:l ~i[1g reprt'~C:,l]t~.d . 2'ldj~ _h2~i~g~~iE.~.e~\:s. p!~~entcd_ 
if H~noi.toL.'!.~'Il0":'D~I}~d~0.sl~.UQ;1l it...:.::=!.n~s..l(), s..~~~ ':_ 2ggr~?jon" . H e added 
.th!l . .t:.Jhis .di,d_!lQt. FeQU.o bimJQ be '' all..iflS,.gif.11()l.1nt~bk.RfQQ.~l11,'' and th:tt 
"I thi nk that could be worked out" . 

. .6J~II.~0er.~~lbiguity rel;:!t0_to th~ [QJ~ .oLt\l~ ]\?liol}3LLiQer,atio)'l FJon~ 
in tne future political lifc of South Victn:lm. Har.oi asks tn;:!t the affairs of 
-S;~th'-Vi~ula;;"b~' ~~tled "~l -;~;~'~l;:;~-~"ith the progrJm of the ?\"ational 

Liberation Front". Our advcrs:J.rics, in their Qrio.!s comments on this 
point, take no notice of the ime:rnatio[nlly recognized GOH:rnmcnt of 
$o·,th VietnJm or of the steps which the South Vietnamese leaders ha\'e 
tak'~n, and h2\'e currcntly under way, and the instiwtions they are now. crc· 
ating, for the purpose of providing their country with a constitutiol131 and 
representative go\'ernmen: . 

Nor would their statements seem to kaye any place for the South Vietna· 
mese who Invc p:!fticipated in :lnd promot~d such steps. Such an interpre. 
tation would pose serious obst:lCles to a settlement. 

Howe\'er, some claim that wh:1t ,the National Libef:Jtion Front re::Jly 
seeks is no more: th:lfl the: opportunity to ad\'3ncc its progr:lm pc::cefully 
along with other elements and groupings in the SOl.1th in a free politiClI 
env ironment. 

We havc already made it clear th3t we do not \,;ish to exclude any seg· 
merit of th;:: South Vietmmese people: from peaceful p:lrticip:ltion in their 
country's future, Jnd that we support a policy of n::lion:l! reconci!iJtion en· 
dorsed by the South Vietnamese Government in the :\ fanib Communique. 

Ind~5~ .. ~Secr:,<:.t.~~.LB..uj.h..~~i~.J.!1.J!.Q _intS:L~i.(~',J1SUy<;e.L.i.f_.lD.CVitt _CQi'\g 
were, to)ay dO":'n thei.r:.. J~'0s, ways .couls! be ,found to l'ermit them to take 

.par~ in~he ,no~rn~l polit~~.:JI pro~esses_in ~outh ,{ielflam., 

FunheJ_~IJ1l?~j1i_~s _a ijj~ __ co.u .. ce rni_D6 _tl:e_ q 1J e 5tiOjl. .Qt fp.lei.g!1 _tr0.9P2-.iJl. 
_Sguth \':.i~~I)-'![!L Wh3.t do~s Hanoi mean by "foreign troops" ) T hey 

clearly inc!uc!e in this ter;Tt ,he fo,(cs of the L'nitd StJtes :lnd olher coun· 
tries aldifl:; the SOL:tn, Dl.1t they hJ'"e ne· .. ~r admitted the presencc of thei r 
own forces in tr.e South. Or course, J or:e·sicl;:d withdrJ., .... JI by Ol!r side 

- --- - _ .- - ..... -.... - - - -- ~-- -- - - -.- - - -- - ---:--- --- - ,--- - - .-- - ---- - - -- - -:-

39 

... ..-- _ . _ . _ _ ''' __ ''._'' _ • _ ___ .. - __ _ __ ••• ....,.._~. ___ ......-.. _ 7 _ __ ____ .. _________________ . ... --: ______ -. -___ ..... ... __ .... _ ..... __ _ ,~ 



\ 
I 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

. _0..;;...----0-- -------·- --- -.-------.~-.-- .--- --'--- --
.. .. ->- . --"'------- -- ~ ._ -_ .. --- .' _. _..----_ .. - --- ....... 

i 
I 
\ 

I 
.j 

I ~ 

{ 
i , 
I 
i-, 

I 
I 
i 
j 
I , 
I 

} 

would not lead to 3n acecpeJblc peace . All cxt'~;rl:ll forces must withdraw, 
those of I"hnoi as I':c:ll as ours, jf petee is to k aehielTd . 

There iS~[!lE~ity al~_i.:~Ji:!noi~Josition on....!.b~~mi;lg_.~~(the .:,·i th. 
.9.!.a~!:~L.9f e\.~C.!:n.JUQ.Le0._ Do Ollr adl"ersJries eO;lsicicr \li,hdrJII'J! of forces 
as a preconditi on to negoti:!tions, :!s some of their s,:ltements imply ) If so, 
this agJin would rais ~ a serious obstJc1c to pro,:";ie5s. But if they look on 
withdrJ.I';Jl of forces as J pro\'ision to Ix ineorpor:ttcd in a settlement, this 
clearly could be worked out. The Un ited St:ttcs and its :dlies Jre already on 
record in the M:wib. Commu[\ique th Jt their forces "will be \"ooithdr:!wn .. ". 
as the other side withdr~ws its forces to the North, ceases infiltrJtion, and 
the level of violence th us subsides. Those forces will be withdr:l\\"l1 as soon 
as poss ible :lnd not !:lter than six months after the :lbOH~ conditions h:1\'e 
been fulfilled". Further, we hJl"c indiCJtccl our \"illingncss to join in J 
phased and supervised withdral\":t l of forces by both sides. 

Nex~! th~rc is" ~m.?iguity in Hano i's pos itio£l on the c0~~ tiS)D of bgmbil}g _ 
of North Vieti12m. _ ,:\uimc:s 1nc;.i.r. py_blic_ ~t.~lem~nt5 hJ.~: t;._d~.nv.nded. "that 
th~_ ~;l}bing b~ ~~ded unconditionally, without .:!ny ~efereDce to ~ possibk 

response g£..o~1]..ihcir side. O~..i.0e gth.CLba..Q.st q~i,e r~~~~L~ ~P9ke~n~n_of " 
'Han;i-'~;id thJt "if, after the definiti\"e and ;nconditiona! cessation of th.e 
bombard ~~"en-t5: tIi~~-;:;;e[Tc-;~~ -G;:-e-;.nm~nt pr-~'poses to " ~i~~r i l~tQ.~;ll-~:lft 
.wi·tf~"th~' [~~~~~'Vic""u-:;~~~~~I];~';er;;~~.~~", · .' . _.~ ibj~prop_o;-,l! ,wiIL bs:_ ek 

~mine9..~~c.l5rudied ". And just this m::ek we have seen a further statement, 

in :In inlen'iew by the ":~,orth VietQJJ1!~~~.Eo.re i gQ. \ri i}. i s.t ~.rJ .thas..£essa\.ip_Q.Ql 

tl:~J)o..:ll~j.0g~,:~~.'2..ulrJ. ~~~, t~,-a ! l':;.~,_~i.\y:::c_n. );"orth,Yic\.1)JJILand thdJ 5.::, 
Many of their st:lcements' insist ing th:lt the bombing cease bve also con· 

tained other expressions, such JS that the Amer!c?n military presence in 

South VietnJm bt~ completely withdrawn, :lnd tbe the "Four Points" of 

Hanoi must be recognized and :tccepted as "the" b:!sis-or possibly as "a" 

basis-for se ttlement of the conflict. This creJtes an :ldditional ambiguity 

3S to whether H anoi means to :!dd still other pre negotiating condit ions. 

T~e position of the Cnited States on this bombing question has been 

stated by a number of • .l".dmi nis tration spokesmen , including me :It the 

United Katio m. Th:' .. l!.0~~9_~:!tcs !~:n.lin~ . prep2r~9, t.9_p~e.the. Ers.utep 

ar:.~o~_':~.!:~.~SS:l0.?,:~ ... of ~U~.~l~~':.g oL?:, ~rt~. ,!j~~, ,;n~, themome!l~ "\"\~_are 
.~ssur<j-, ."p,r"~:~.'...elt~r o~b~~"isc," £nOlt ,tbis s~ep ~ill b::. answered promptl >"b}. 
il . tangib!:::" re;po,f1se~0.y:::!rd .. ps:;,~)r9Fl __ '\orth_I!etn"r11: In his letter of 

Febru3ry S to His Holi;]css, Po~-c P:!cd , Prcsident Jo': n50n SJid : " .. . I know 

you would not e:<v~ct us to rec!u.::c military 2etion unless t],o: other side is 

willing to do likewi se . \Ve Jre pfep2red to discuss the D.lbnced redC1ction 

in milil:!ry acti\"ity, the cessa:ion ot hostilities or an;; p~:lctical :lr range",cnls 
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which could lc:le! to these r~ sults, We sh:dl continue our cffo,ts for :l 

pC2ccfu l Jnel honor:1ble Scaicr.1cnt until th cy 3,t: cro'.':ncd with success ," 

Some :tnJl)'sts cOfltcnJ th3( our term, of sealement should be more pre

ci sely d efined. BL!t it is " cry diScult to be more prccise io Jdl'Joc:': of n~go

tiation :loel pJrticuhrly in light of the sub5t3nti\'e :1n:bi:,;uitics on the otkr 

side. But wh :ltCI'cr questions nu)' lr~ r.:li see!, thc)' should 3nd Clfl l'<:st bc 

resch'ed in discussions bc:tl'.'ccn the p.lrtics who hJl'e the power to resoh'e 

lhem . For our p:1rt, wc s'~lnc! r(,::lJy to ncgoti:1tc in gocJ f:Jith dnconJi

ti onally to resoh'c 311 outst:1ndinti questions, 

ThLUnitcJ~~\!.CL3prfO~~cll _~9....ilSg2.'i~~0S~?f~~~~~. We :lnd our allies 

Q.9 }1.<2l.,.1Sh, o.~l[a,d~e.ri:lrj9.lQ.:lCcwt, as :l p,_e -concli.t.i~ .t~ .disCL!5SrOnS or I2.SSo-

~tiations, any point of.9l!.rs_to~'1}ichI~Eriri:i)~ h:1I(6)j~ctions: l\or do \~~ 
rule out the discLlssion of :lny points of theirs, hOll'e';e[ difricul t th ey might 

appear to us. ,\Ve are wilEn,; to d!scuss :lnd negoti:>.te not o;1ly our own 

points but Hanoi's "Four Points" 3nd points eln;1!l:!ting from any othe r 

source, including the Secr;:t:H)' Genenl of the Uni ted ;';:nions. 

, ,!~~en,~l~~~l!e.~:' .. I::~~~~:,:-,_our..}dl'ers:1!ies ~~re this concel2.~,..r::c.g~ 
;_t.!<lti9.,f!~_ As r ha\'c alre3dy pointed out, their \'3rious public decbrations of 

peacc aims h:l\'c often been coupled I';ith st:>.tements tklt the gOJls they p ut 

for wud must, for example, be "accepted" or "recogn ized" 3S the "sale , 

b:lsis" or "the most correct b3sis" or "the only sound b::sis" or "the basis for 

the m~st correct political so!ution" , • 

Such st;).lements cont:1i [1 still · further 3mbiguity-i[1 one sense the most 

fu nd3ment:l1 of all, since it reb tes to the concept of negotiation itself. );?~ 

, th.:~_ .st::lt~cl~~ .. ~lea~:..l::>.t H:l.[~~i_~_ :vilE!16. to ,~,!~~ Il~g<?ti:ltiQr.s S1nILLL 

t he~e_.!2. _:1 '!.-~~~ ~,Il(~_ ~!:l. , ?-s! I'~ ,n.~ib~1..t ib~ 2.~ ts.9.!'-1~ ..... :iI LQe-.9Jl.~hf~u.es.lllS ilQ.<L 
_:vi.!l, in _effe0,_~~pJj Ja~iJ)' tbe. go:1Jub~y. b:l~ . 3J.r.p,sh:..JJ:Jt<;d; Such an 
attitude would not be conducil'e to pCJce 3nd wOllld make the outlook for 

a settlement bleak indeed . 

Jt_o.Q_the_o~b,r;r __ haDQ~ _:)".Q,uh .. "ictIl3iD. !\:fre_JQ..J.Q.:LlQa..uhf,i.r_ p.oi,nts 3~ 

llQLP[e.:<;Q'1,ditioQ.L tO._discussions . ocnegoti:>.tions, _thc(uhe. prospec!.s shRUI~ 

_ be more promising" 

Our negotiating approach would permit eJch side to seck cbrifiC:ltion of 

the other side's po;ition, It (lees not requ ire the :lcceptance in :lc\';]nce of 

any points, !e ~1s t of 311 those whosc me3ning may be in nced of cbrihotion, 

We do not :lsk tbt of I-br.o t-:1!1d progress toIV:lrd a settlement will be 

facilit:Jted if f-bnoi docs not :Isk it of us, 

In this si uation, hoI\' can we best mo\'e tow:lrd 3 settlemen t' 

O ne essenti31 e3dy stq is to :InZ!lyze the positions of all p;).rties in oree, 

to aSCe it3 :n \·;hether there is 50 ... e clement or some kemel common to all. 

i\bny stllclcrHS of the subject hal'(: Fointed to O!1e £:Jct which may proye to 

be such a kerncl-:1:l;-;:c!Y, the f:!~t th:lc both sides h3\'c pointed to the 

, C 

. - __ _ - _ ._ - ._ • • _ _ _ ' _ _ _ __ 0" • _____ _ _ __ _ __ .- • • ---- --. - --•• ---.----- - ._- - - .- ~---~---- - ,,-----
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Genc yJ. Agrecments of 195-\ and !9G2 as an acceptable bJsis for :l pe:lceful 
settle ment, 

But I mllst add quickly th:n this docs not nccessarily indicate :l real mcet 

ing of the minds , bCCluse of doubts th :!t al! sides interpret the G.:ncI'a 

Agreements in the S:1IllC light. H~lno i has s:tid dnt the eSSC!1ce of the G~ncva 
Agreements is cont:tincd in its "Four Points". But the [our PO!nlS wOl!ld not 

put I-b noi under :lny restraint or ob!ig:l.tio~s in its hostile activities ag2inst 
the South, which the Gene,l':J. _-\ccords explicitly prohibit. Besid~s, as I 
already pointed out, these points insist th:lt the Sou:h's future be regubted in 

accord:lIlce with the progr:1I11 of a group which \I':lS not referred to in the 
GeneV:l Accords and did not e';en exist when they were written_ And in any 

case, if the Genev:J. Accords were to SCflT :lS :l bJsis for settlement, it would 
obviously be necessary to revitalize the intcrnatiorul machinery which they 

provided for supcn ision-which is prcsendy operating under sCI'ere li mita
tions; to incorporate dTccti l'e internation:!l gU:lrantees; and to update other 

provisions of the Accords wl~ich on their face arc clearly out of d:lle . 
Despite these problems of interpretation. it cap. be said that if the mean

ing of the Genel'a :\greemellts were Jccepted as :1 matter for genuine nego
tiation, then th i:: COnstJIlC reference to these :lg-recm~nts by both sides \\iou ld 

be more than a vcrlnl simibrity; it would be a signif1cant and hopeful sign 
of the prospccts for settlement. 

From all this analysis, thcre emerges onc basic ~i1d practic:lI question, and 

it is thi s: How are all thcse :lpparent obstacles to :J. settlement to be over
come ~ 

The lirst and esscnti:ll ' pre-requisite is the will to resoh'e them"":"'not by 

uncond it ional surrender or by the dictation of terms, but through a process 
of mutual :J.ccommod:ltion whereby nobody's yital interests :lre injured, 

which would be :J. political solution , Spe:lking for the United St:ltes Govern 
men t, I :dnrm without rescnation the ,villi ngness of the "C'nited States to seek 

and lind a political solution, 

The ne xt question, then , is by what procedure such a pditical settlement 
can 'be reached. One wcll-testd Jnd ti me-proyen way is the conference 
table. President Johnson h:1s repe:ttcdly stJted our rC:ldiness to join in J 

conference in Gene\'~1 , in AsiJ, or in any other suitable place , \Ve remain 
prepa red tod:l), to go to the confercn(c tJbk :lS soon as, :lnd whereyer, our 

- advers:lrics are prepared to joi nus. 

There is also :l se.::ond procedure by which to pursue a political settlement: 
namely, pri,'ate negoti:ltiom-either by dirc(t conUct or through :In inter

medi:lfY. Th~re is much to be s:lid for this pri ":ite m,:thcd, for in :J. sitU:l
ti on as grJ.\';::: .:IS th!sJ v:ith i(5 complex hi$~o~i~JI b.1ckgrou!!d and its pres
ent polilio ' cros'> cu~rer'lS, it would be c:\ceeci .. :;ly diScult to negotiJte 
in a goldfish bowl. 

______ _ 4 _ _____ _____ ~ _ ____ _____ • _ _ ~ -.~ _: __ _ • _ _ ._ ...... _ _ _ _ _ _ • __ _ • 
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I thcrc::fo:e ;J.f;irm tk,t the United Sta~es Governmcr.t st;lnds r c~,dy to t::dzc 
this route ;lIsa to'.·:.lrJ ;1 po:ilica l ~ettlci11cnt. And \':e give O,lr aSSUr:1nce 

that the secrecy :Jnd security of such printe cxplorJtions would bc s3ft:

guarded Oil oLir side. Of course we do not and should not 3'~ th:Jt free
dom of (xpression be curuikd in the slightest degree. ~-e\"(:rtheless-as 
th3t conspicLious ch,1[npion of frec expression , Dr. Erwin D. C:mh;!m, n:
cently reminded us--nJ one 's credibility ou~ht to suffer bcclUs(: 0~ what is 
better left uns3id under such circumst::1f1ces. 

Let me quic~ly add that at this juncture I do not w;!nt to raise any false 

hopes·by this rcm:uk . 1 3m sim2ly swing a principle which i, inherent in 
the concept of the secrecy and security of priyate cxplorations. 

Such then is my analysis of the prob!ems im-oh·ed ::!nd the m::thods to be 
employed in secking a negoti:1tcd solution of the Vietnamese conflict. l\'"or 
should we ovcrlook the possibility that negoliations, pri\·ate or public, might 

be preceded or bcilitated by the process of mutu:li de-escalation or a scaling 

down of the conflict without;>. formally negotiated ceasefire. This, of course, 
would be \':elcome on our part. 

It is altogether possible, too, that there wiI! Ix: no negotiations cu!miflJting 

in a formal agrecment; that our advers:cries will sooner or later find the 
burden of the war too exhausting and that the connict will gradually corne 
to an end . • 

Perhaps this \yi!J indeed prove to be the outcome. But our most n::
spec ted milit3rY authorities ha\·c clutioned us not to expect tlnt this will 

happen quickly, and that we must face the possibility of a long strugg le . 

Surely, if there is any con~ri bution th:lt diplomacy can make to h:lstening a 
just and honorable end of this struggle: we c.mnot in al\ conscience spare 

any effort or any labor, day or night, to make that contribution-no m::!tler 
how di fficu lt and frustrating the e[[ort may be, or how In::!ny hlse st2ftS and 
failures and new beginn ings it may entail. 

As students of history kno·,'.", one obstacle to a negoti2ted end of any war 

can be psychologic:!l. The frame of mind appropri:\te to fighting and the 
frame of mind appropriate to fXJcemaking are by nature very different. . 

And yet a stage inevitably comes when both these seemingly con ~r2dictory 
efforts must go on side by side. 

Many citizens, viewing this complex dua l process, 3re likely to be con 
fused and distrosed by what sec:ns like an inconsistency in their leaders ' 

policies. Some compl::.in th::!t the t::dk of pCJce suggests a We:1keiling of our 
resoh·e and of Our wili to win. Simul taneously others -compbin dut the con

tinued milit::lfY effort suggests an attempt to bring the adI"C:rs::!,)' to his 
knees, to break his \·;ill-:;nd thus cast> doubt on the sincerity of our will 
to peace. 

The great difl;cuI~}" of acnic\·ing pedce should sen·e to remind us thJ[ 

there are S"ubstanc::i! conflic ting i,:tcrem at st3~e which stubborn ly resist 

-- -: -- - -.------~---------
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solution; th~t PC:lCC Clnnot be bought at any price, nor c~n rcal conllicls of 
purpose be wal'cJ ~I'.":ly v;ith a I11:lglC wand. By the so.me to~,en, the 
ferocity of \\"3r should not bc o.n incit::ment to h:1tred but rJehu a stern dis
cipline-:-t rcminder of the impcrati"e duty to define rcs?onsibl)' the limited 
interests for which our soldiers fi,;ht :lI1d \\'hich a peace settlement must 
protect. 

The effort to makc such a resflollsiblc definition, and to C:lrry it through 
the process of peace negotiJtioi1S, is "piled high with difEculty". A genuine 
meeting of the minds n1:ly nCl"er be wholly achiel"ed. It is unlikely tbt 
terms of settlement for this stubborn e0:10ic; c:-tn be found v;hieh would be 
wholly pleasing to either side. But it is in our high.::st n:ltional interest th:tt 
an acceptable, lil"3ble solution should be found. 

Let no one suppose th:H p3triotism, which is so inspiringly dispbyed on 
the b:lttlefield, is not also present at the negotiating t:lble. All our recent 
Presidents have testified to our country's dcdication to negotiation as a 
means of pC:lcefully bridging differences. 

President E isenhower s3id in 1955, on the eve of the first Summit Con
ference with the SOI·iet le:ldership : "We sh:l!l I\-'ork with :-til others so blat 
peaceful and reasonable negotiations m:ly repbce the clash of the batde
fi eld." 

President Kennedy, in his Inaugur31 Address, said: "Let us never negotiate 
out of fear. But let us never fC3r to negoti?te," 

And President Johnson has summed up the true value oE negoti:1tion as 
follows : • 

"To negotiate is not to :ldmit failure. It is to show good sense. \Ve 
beliel'e th3t collectil"c barg:lining is wo~~ing :lS long :-ts partics S~3.y in 
negotJatlOn. Only when barg3.ining bre::!ks off do we spcak of blurc. 
And so also in foreign policy, There, too, the rule of law and the resort 
to the b:lrgaining table are the h:l!lmuks oE success." 

And to these words the President :ldded specifio!i y: 
"This rule applies without qu:dific:!tion to Vietnam. We shall 

cou nt it a m:lrk of success when all the parties to that dispute arc around 
a conference table. \ Ve :\mericans are experienced in b:1fgJining; 
we have nothing to fear from ncgotiation. :\nd we :\merions know 
the I13ture of a fair b3rg:lin; non::: need feJr negotiating with us." 

I am sure all three of these Presidents would :-tgree tod:!y that the effort 
to discover through negoti:ltion , the common ground on which to build a 
just and honorable pe:lce, IS worthy of our most sincere and dedicated 
efforts. 

'---------------- . -----------~-----.---~ - --- - --~------ ---- -----, ---' 
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His Excellency 
Ho Chi [·1inh 

PTesident 

-~ ' . 
..... 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

Dear Hr. President: 

I am \-lriting to you in the hope that the conflict . in Viet
nam can be brought to 2n end. That conflict: has already taken 
a heavy toll--in lives lost, in wounds inflicted , in property 
destroyed, and in simple human misery. If we fail to find a 
just and peaceful solution, history will judge us harshly. 

Therefore, I believe that i-7e both have a heavy obligation 
to seek earnestly the path to peace. It is in response to that 
obligation that I am writing directly to you.' 

We have tried over the . past several years, in,a variety . 
of ways ('mel throq:s h a m.mlDer of channels,- to convey to you and 

.your colle~gues our desire to achieve a peaceful settJement. 
For whatever rc~sons, these efforts have not achieved any re-
sui ts . . . . . ' ___ .c_ 

.- .It may be that our · thoughts and YOUl.'S, our 
yours, h ave be en distorted or misinterpreted as 
through these various channels'. Certainly that 
danger in indirec t conlIul1i.ca tion. 

There is one good ""'-~y to overcome this problem and to . 
move forward in the search for a peaceful settlement. That. 
is for u,s to ar rCJ1.ge f 0[ d i 'rec t t a.l1--::s b ct:;'le~n t ru s ted r epr e
sentatives in a seCl~e set~inl and away from th e glare of 
publicity. Such talks should not be us ed as a propaganda exer-' 
cisi but should be a serious effort to find a workable and 
mutually acceptable solution. .' 

In the past two .weeks , I have noted public sta.tements by 
representat ives of your government sU£2estin~ that you would be 
prepared to enter into dlr~ct bila.ter~r talk~ with representa
tives of tho. US GO'f err,1t;en-t , j::n:- o-,rided that ';Je ceased ll U l'.CO:<'

diticmatly'r and renll2 n-?ntly ou-;:: bo;nbif13 oper2:::icns c,ga2.ns-t 
your . COI_wtl:'y an ·':) all ·military actions agairlst it. In the last 
• . \ S .... 1'1 • - .;' ., " d' d ' , G PV Sef..10US c~n(1 re ,,· -·(l,;:>_.i) ~, e ' • ...'2:.-:::12S have assure 1.]S 1n lrect~v 

- ,/ , ./ 

that this is in fact yD;.U' p-coposal . 

Let me fr ankly state th~t I see two great difficulties 
with this proposal. In vie' . ." of your pub lie pos i tion) such 
action on our pa.rt would inevitably produce w6rldwide specula
tion that discussions were under way and would i mpair the 
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privacy and secrecy of those discussions. Secondly, there Hould 
inevitably be grave concern on our ,part ,whether your government 
would make use of such action by us to improve its military 
posi.tion. 

With these problems in mind; I am prepared to move even 
further to'dards an ending of hostilities than your Government 
has proposed in ei.ther public statements or through private, 
diplomatic channels. l'am prepared to order a ces~ation o~ 

.Q(2mbing aga ins t your country and the s topping of fu:cthel-:" " ' 
auomentation of US forces in ,South Viet-Naill as soon as I am 
"as~ured tha t : infil tra ti6n into South Viet-Nam by land and bi, 
s'ea ha's :stopped. These acts of restraint on both sides would, 

' 1 believe ) make it possible for us to conduct serious and 
pri va te dis cus s ions 1 eading ·tm·lard an early peace. 

I make' this proposal to you nm"\'7ith a specific ~ense of 
'u.rgency arising from the imminent. 11'e<;y Year holidays in Viet

Nam. If you are able to accept this proposal I see no reasqn 
why it could not take effect at the end of the New Year, or 
Tet~ holidays. The propos~l I have made would be great.ly 
strenathened if your military juthorit.ies and those of the 
'Gov'er~men t of South Viet-Nam could promptly n 'egotia te an 
extellsion of thE! Tet truce. 

As to the site of the bilateral disc~ssions I propose~ 
there are several possibilities. We could , for example, have 
our r(:b1::eseL1t2ti-"'2S tl1eet i n Hosco',',' \·rhere contacts have already 
occurr.-ed . They could fi1~!et in some other country such as Burma. 
You may have other arrangements or sites in mind, and I would 
try to meet your suggestions. 

The important thing is to end a conflict that has b rought 
burdens to both our peoples , and above all to the people 6f 
South Viet-(~am, If you have any thoughts about the actions I 
p ropose, it would be most important that I receive them as soon 
as possi1.Jle , 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

. ".0-:. 
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To His Excellency HI', Lyndon B. _ John.sr:m , 
Pr.es id ent , 
United states of America , 

Your Excellency: 

On Febl:uary 10, 1907, I received your meSSD.ge. This is my reply, 
.'-

Vietnam is thousands of miles ·D.:",ay from the United states. The Vietn &.mese 
people have never done e.ny harm to the United St[fCes. But contr ul'Y to the 
pledges made by its represent ative at the 1954 Geneva c~nference , the U,S, 
Government has ceaselessly intervened in Vietn::m , it has unleashed and 
intensified the ';/8.1' of aggres sion in South VietneJn i·lith a 'vi e';J to prolonging 
the p e.rt i tion of Vietn am and turning South Vietnam into a neo·- colony and a 
military b ase of the United states. For over tHO years nO;'I, the U.S. 
Governmen t has , '.-Ii th its air and naval froces, cn.rried the ';Jar to the 
Democratic Republic of (North ) Vietns8 , an independent 8.,'1d sovereign country. 

The U.S. Government has commit ted wax cr imes, crimes against peace ancl 
f: .. .galnst mankind. In South Vi etnam , half a million U.S. and satellite troops 
have resorted to the most inhlhllan weB.pons ,,-nd the most. baroe.rous methods 
of -"18;cfnre , such as l1 Hpalm , toxic chemica ls D,nd gases, to lilasse.Ci.'C our 
compatriots, destroy crops, and raze vlliages to the ground. In North 
VtetnBm, thousand s of U.S. aircraft hnve dropped hundreds of thousands of 
tons of bombs , destroying to\·ms, villeses, factories, schools. In your 
J)~essage , you apparently deplore the sufferings and destruction :I.n Vietnam. 
Hay I ask you: Hho has perpetrated these monstrous crimes ? It 1s the 
United states 811d satellite troop s . ~--:~e U. S. GoYernment is entirely , 
responsible for the extremely serious s:i.tuat ion in Vietnam . 

The U.S. war of aggression 802.inst the Vietn2mese people constitutes a 
cha.llenE;2 to the co'. .. 'J1tri~s of the sod .. alist C2.1llP , (l threat to the nationa l 
inde?s::dence n·-:J'ieC ~;, t, 8.:-;:] 8. seriOlis da:1Sel' t:) peace in Asia and the world. 

The Vietnamese people deeply love independence, freedom. (l...'1d peace . But 
in the fa ce of the U. S. aggression, they have risen up, united as one man, 
fearless of sacrifices and hardships. They are determined to carryon 
tlieir resistance lli-:til they have \wn genuine indenendence and freedom 

. and true peace. Our j ust callse enj oys strong syrupo.thy and support from 
the peoples of the ',."hole "Iorld, includi.ng broad sections of the American 

people. 

The U. S. G,::;~ ... - e !·n ffie~ t has llrlle2_shed tf!e ~,.;ay of ag~ression in Viet?18.ITl . It 
must ce~se this a;~~233ion. That is the only way to the restoration of 
peace. r:'l~ U. S. Go' .. -ern:::erl;; ::lust stop 0-:: fi01 ii vely and unconditione.J..ly 
its bo",oinS r2.ici s e.I'd all otb~r acts of -,{J.r ae;ainst the Demo cratic Republic 
of Vietne.rr., ';Ji thdra-,: f:t.·O:::1 South Vietne.:.'l all U. S. and sE'.telli te troops ) 
recogni7.e the South Vietn81Il National Front for LiberC'.tion, and let t he 
Vietnamese people settle themselves thei.r OH11 affe .. irs.. Such is the 
basis ( sic ) content of the fi~:'point stanj of the r;overnment of the 
De,mocratic Republic of Vietn am, 'lihieh eooodies the essential principles 
and provisions of the 1954 Geneva e.greemcnt.s on Vietn mn , it is the b D.sic ( sic ) 
of a correct politicnl solut:i.on to .th2 Vietnam pr·oblem. 

47. 
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In your meSS9.e;e, you suggested direct talks behleen the Democratic 
"Republic of Vietnam and the United sta.tes. If the TJ. S. Goyernment really 
.~_B:.I}:ts.- these .tall;:s, . i.Ln.t1!?~ __ Ji:t:9~t_o.L~P _~to.p:uncOrlcrCCLonuliy·· j~ ts· ·b~;:;bin-g- -
iaids ard ell other acts of v:ar against the Democi:ati c ReDublic of Victneffi. 
It-TS--o;';ly arte~ the lmco:1ditional ce ssation· of the U. S. bombing rnid s M::1 · 
all other acts of "l'lnI' against the ~illQCratic Republic of VietnrJ!l that the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the United states could enter into t2.1ks 
and discuss questions concernin~ the hio sides. - --

The Vietnamese people will never submit to force, they will never accept 
talks under the threat of bombs. 

Our cause is absoultely just. It is to be hoped that the U.S,· Government 
v/ill e_ct in accordance with reason. 

Sincerely, 

· Ho Chi Ninh : __ .r-_. ' ". _." ." 

it." 

.j. 

- j 
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SECRETARY RUSK IS NEI'lS CONFERENCE OF Mi"\RCH 28, 1967 

: :· ·· ·The following is the State Department's release 

of Secret~ry of State Dean Rusk's news conference, which 

is authorized for direct quotation: . -
SECRETARY RUSK: Earl ier today, the Secx'etary 

General of the United Nations t , U Th21.l1t I made public 

some proposals which he had offered to a number of govern-

rnents involved in the problere in Viet-Nam on March 14. 

The following day, we gave the Secretary General our 

interim reply, stating that ~e w2lcomed his initiative, 

a~ld/ after. consultation with the Government of Viet-Nam 

c:nd other allies l \-ie would give him a more considered 

reply. 

On March 18, ~e delivered that reply to the 

Secretary Ge;!eral: a::Q you no,·,' have that in front of you. 

In esse~cel the Secretary General proposed 

that there be a general s tandstill truce in Vi et-Nam , 

that there then be preliminary talks leading to a 

- j.. 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

.. . 

".". 
" , . : 

.~econverii~g of,t~e Geneva Conf~rence~ 

PR 70 

In our ~eply( we ·~tated th~t we accepted the 

outline of his propo~als, tha~ w~ would ~e. gl ad to 

---- - ' n~gotiate :the standstill truce; and _take part in pre -

..... _-- ... 

f-
/

._-. '.~.--

-- ---" -

lim~nary discussions leadi~g to a reconven ing of that 
' ; 

conference. 

We do not yet have in front of us the full text 

of whatever reply Hanoi. may have delivered to the Secretar::T 

General. Whether Hanoi \vi11 make ~hat public I do not n.:)r", 

kl10;'v. He au have a public statement from Hanoi Hhich seems 

to indicate their attitude. That public statement of 

yesterday said that; 

"To calIon both sides to ce~se £ire and hold 

unconditional negotiations, while the United states 

is committing aggression agains t Viet-Nam, and taking 

serious steps in its military escalation in both zones 

of viet- Nam r is to make no distinct.ion bebveen the 

aggressor and the victim of aggression , to depart 

from reality , and to demand that the Vietnamese people 

ac.cept the conditions of the aggressors." 

And then it adds: 

"Arid, by the Hay, it is necessary to underline 
'--. ------_. - -- _. ". - - - ----;-- -

'\ -... 
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once ~gain the ·viewsof the Government of Hanoi, which 

h as pointed out that ' the Viet~N~ problem has no conc.ern 

with the United Nations, and ~he United Nations has 

absolutely no right to interfere in any way i n the 

Viet··Ncirn question." :' . .. ' . ' 

The indications are , therefore , that Hanoi 

has once ~gain taken anegafive view toward an 

initi~tive taken ' by . someone el~e to move this ~atter 
. ~ 

toward peace. -. '.-. -........ 

. ~ 

. .- .. 

~:I ~ight say that the recent publication of 

the ~xchang~ between President Johnson and Ho Chi Minh; 

md today ' s publication of the proposals of the Secretary 

General , and the respons~to it, illustrate the problem 

tha~ we have h ad from the beginning in bringing the 

Viet-Nam problem to a peaceful conclusion. 

Many governments, many groups of governments , 

many world personalities, have tried to take an initia~ 

tive to move this conflict toward a peaceful settlement. 

There has invariably been a positive and a constructive 

response from the united States; and there has invar iably 

been ~ n egative and host1le a~d, ~t times , vituperative 

• ' -. ,:',.F ' __ . _ .' 

51 
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~iesponse'from the authorities in Hanoi. When one looks 
. . 

b~ck oyer the lo~g ~ecord of iqitiatives taken by many 

personali t5 .. es and gove:r"i"unents, and. group s of governments I 

'one sees the record of Hanoi's intransigeance I. ~Tith 

'~ucliphrasesas "swindle," and "farce ," and words of 

. - -
that sort.· -' - .. - . 

, 

=- -N~o .... ; I we' -do :nbt' -:-ourselves be-l ie:V:e that peace is 

. rot·· the business of the United Nations. _ ~~e' bdi'i·ev~ · that 

-nol-l-ation can say that a ,...,orld organization representing . 

-_ .. . -.'--.- --_. " - .: - .. - . ~- - - " .. . . " 

122 nation~cannof properly take ~p the ~ue~tion of 
-.-::-;-- .. :.... -. ,_ ....... ~ .-..•. : - -

. ' -- -----

-Charter provides for it; the obligations of the nations 

of the world are involved; and the lssue of peace is at 

stake. 

Nevertheless, we have never insisted that the 

United N~tions ~s the sole mechanism for dealing with 

this question . 

There is now pending before the Security 

Council a resolution offered by the United States 
. 

-c=a11i~g fOT- ' a peaceful settlement of this problem . 
. ' . 

~h~t'ha~ been res~sted in the United Nations because of 

the attitude of Hanoi and Peki~g toward the involvement 

' .. 
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When the Soviet Ambassador 

Scd,d at the Security Council that "This is not the 

bUSlness' of the U. N.,it is a matter'for the ' Geneva 
::' : .. 

machinery," Ambassador Goldberg said , !'AII ' right . If 

.. :that is your view, we will '~g~ee wi.th thati :theri let 
;:;.. ...... _ .. --

us use the Geneva machinery." 

But the Geneva maChinery has been paralyzed 
- . - . - - - . - ~ - . :, ~---.--: .; -

pyt.h,e att~ tvde of Hano;i. and Peki!1g. I~or exampl~, ~ 
. . --- .--. --<=.~ ---.,:...-':: -,,:~-::,. =-::. : :: ~ .. ~-~ .:;:::- . -:.--;.::-:- . - ", :: - . . :.-. 

r-~~ ~i~~t ~a,chinery has not b~en ava,~lable to respond favor-
- ,- :-

Prince Sihanouk 's request that the Inter-
- - _ . " # - - - - -=--==:.::-=" : -=- .. . - - . . - - . 

~at,ionalControl Com.rnisi:ion step upits ' activities to 

" ",erisure the neutrality cmd the territorial integrity 

of Cambodia. That machinery was not available to ensure 

. the demilitarization of the Demilitarized Zone between 

North a.nd South Viet-Nam. 

So we would say to the authorities in Hano i 

that , surely , there must be some machinery some\.rhere 

which c an open the possibilitie~ of peace. I f not 

the United Nations , then the Geneva machinery; if 
- -.----- -_.-. _- --- - - - - - --- - . . -" - .- -----

not the Geneva machinery, then the resources of quiet 

diplomacy. 
-~-- -.-,---... --- -" --~. ": ",-. - -.---~~;. 

. . ~ ." .. ;" 

I can tell yo~now that t he excha~ge between 

' .. 
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Pre~~dent Johnson and Ho Chi Minh has been made public, 

and U Thant's proposa~s'and ~ur r eply have been made 
.' 

pub;Lic , that there i s nothi~1gin the private record . 

. ~lh:i,ch thro\'l~ any different l~ght on th;is s;i.. tuation than 

you now have in the public record. Despite all of the 

efforts made privately by many ~eopl~ in many places/ ~ 

the private record and th~ ?ubl~c record are now in 

~g;r:-eement. 
" .... 

. 1 do hope that the ~uthorities in Hanoi would 
. . . 

. ,give serious thought to the present situation . . . If they 

,--~ have supposed that they would be able to obtain a rnili-

..... _; .. 
. tary victory irt the South, they must, surely, now put 

that hope aside. If they have had any hope that there 

would be a political collapse in South Viet-Nam , surely , 

they must now know that all of the groups in South 

V;ie t .... N am , who have some differences arnong themselves, 

are resolved to bring i nto being a Constitutional 

Government in which those various groups can work to-

gether 6na basis of the free choice of the South 

V;ietnames e people with respect to their future; and 

that one point, on which'they are generally agreed 
. - - " - - - .. - - '- ---- -- - - .-----.-~ '- - . 

----- in- -South Viet-Nam I is that they do not ""ish the program 

... 

~""'~ 
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If Hano~ supposes that somehow international 

opinion will come to their ~escue, surely they must 

'know that When they rebuff the United Nations Organi~a-
" - - . ' 

tion, an organization of 122 members, that this will 

riot bii?g them support in other parts of the world. 

-
--Arid, surely , they must understand that all small nations 

who are \Y~ thin the reacl1 of some greater power have a 

~2 :;::-,'~'t~k~- in the ability of South Vie't-Nam 'to determine its 
~ . - -. -._:".?:-_ - :..~_~ c.:..:-__ -. _ _ . . 

:~ - own future fo~ itself. , And', surely, Hanoi must not be 

" -, ; ,UIlder, cont.inu~?g misapprehens.l.on "j iha t I somehow I some 

-
-.=: 'cUy,isions vii thin the Unlfed- States m~ght cause us to 

c ha,?ge our a,tti t.ude toward our commitments to So'uth 

VietnNam. Beca~se althoush there may be scme di~ferences 

arno?g ~s , those differences are trivial compared to the 

differences between all of u~ on the one side~ and Hanoi 

on the othe,r. 

So we would ~ope that i n so~~ fashion, in 

soree way; at sane time the autho~ities in Hanoi will 

make use of some machine~y in which to be responsive 

- ~ --:- t6 the many effcrtS ,.;hich vle and others have been making 

toward peace over the 'last 'several years. 

-. __ : r 
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It is no, sood to brush aside the 17 nonaligned 

. pc:>,tion,s, and the Br,i tish Corru.-r,om\real th of Prime Hinisters, 

and H.i,s Holinesp 'the Pope, t}1e Secretary General i and 

the President of India, and all the others who have 

been trying to find some basis on ~~ich this matter 

could be ~oyed boward a peaceful conclusion, and suppose 
. i -

th~t, somehow, world opinion is supporting them in 

thej..r efforts to se,ize South Viet'-Nam by ;'orce, 

So we would advi~e them to believe that, 
. . ~ . . . . . as 

. . 
"~ -

f~r .as we are concerned, .w~ are not calli~g the search 

for a peaceful s~ttlement.to an end becau~e of Ho Chi 

Minh's reply to President Johnson, or because of t~e 

" .at,titude whi.ch they seem to be taki~:.g toward U Thant 1 s 

Ws s~~ll conti~us tha~ sffort 

py priva;te and public mea.ns, md we would hope that 'dB 

would get some response t~rough some channel that would 

b · th ' .Lh· ' t-'·.Lh begin to r1ng 1S ~ _ lng Wl_Dln ~le O .c Q';S ~'U'- Sl' o~ range ;,. .... c· ~ ," 

, 
and m2ke it ?cssible to move tcward a peac~ful settlern~nt. 

Q Mr. Secretary,'You have outlined all of 

the reasons why they,' surely, must not believe these 

~arious elements. What is it then you think th~t makes 

56 
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them keev on f~ght~~g and refus~ng to negotiate in the 

~ace of what must be a loss of international support , 

. " 

and these other adverse factors? 
" 
< 

A Well, it is very hard to say. I can't 

enter into the minds of the leade rs in Hanoi on a matter 
I 

i 
of ! that sort. I would suppose , ieally, that they are 

i . 
I 

under ~ome misapprehensi?n. They are making some mis-

ju~gments and miscalculatiomon som~ point; either 

. the state of iriternational opinion, or the stat~ of 

op~n1on w!thin the Up~ted States, It's possible even 
" . . . 

that they still have some slender hopes of some military 

success in the South. 

I just don 't know what is in their minds. But 

m .at I am sayi!1g is that , so far as Ive understand t heir 

vo~nt of view, the principal pillars of their hopes are 

erodi!1g from under them, and they should become interes~ed 

in peace, and at an early date and n6t at some long 

delayed futu~e date. 

Q Mr. Secretary, your statement today in 

reply to U Thant has saic1 that, thexe Ylould be lIan appropriate . 

involvement for the G0verI~ent of South Viet-Nam throughout 

57 
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, . _Wotild you ~~ell that out a little more , .... .... . sir? 
.' 

' ,..:.~;p;r:emie:c 1\y ha~ been indicating tha.t we haven I't 

ci'ltl1.ed him in • 

. A . _Well , obviously, any discussi9n with 

- -North V,i,et-Nam about .peace.in Viet-:-tIain must directly 
- . i 

! 
,· ·; · j.nvolve the Governm(:;~nt of S~uth Viet-Na.l\ . . Indeed, as 

. . . 
_ . ~ -..:YO\l: kno\v " the Government ~ of South Viet-Nam has on 

' . 

. :-:.mo;r:e. than on'e _.·oc.cas;i.on:· s~'3'gested direct t§~Js~ between 
. , 

.':' - south V;i.et-Nam and North Viet-:Nam ~ They have propos,ed ". ' 

on ~he qUestion of possibly e~tending the Tet standdown, 

the Tet Cease-Firs, 

We would su~port that as a means for coming 

'to grips with thispr6blem . . We would think that it 

would be a very good idea if Hanoi were to accept the 

proposals of' South Viet-Nam for direct talks to move 

_ -. see. 

Hanoi c 

There are many opportunities available; yot.: 

. -~ -:--:-:-:---:~" :::"'- -.-:'-- - .. _- ". -:- ' . -. ' " 

There wouja pe .d±-rect talks bet'deen Saigon and 

There \vould be talks ber-deen ourselves and 

, .' 

'. 

" 

),'1')': ' ' . 

,~ ~ . 
;,} 

. ! 

.' 

'.-:::' 
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llanoi. There would be ~alks under the auspices of the two 

Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference s,. or under the 

auspices of the three member~ of the International 

Control Commission. or there could be intermediaries , 

" such as the Secretary General of the ' Uni ted Nations, 

or : some other disti~guished governmental or non~ 
i 

go{re;r:mnental lea.der. Any of these methods ar.e 

• 
appropriate ind useful, .as far as we are concerned. 

The problem ~s that no one ·ha.s been able to 

find a procedure or a method which, appareritly, is 

~greeable to Hanoi. 

Q Mr. Secretary? 

'A Yes, 

Q If Hanoi persists for months an~ evea 

ye~rs in its attitude , what will our re~ponse ~hen be? 

What will Dur course 'be? 

A '''1e shal l meet our cOTIl':ni tments in South 

do 1 • 

QU-:'y there . 
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Vlar, as 1 r'ecal}, we ente:r:ed into talks Hi thout a truce 

q.nd the f ighti!1g continued for t\Yoyears. yJould you 

explain, i'lould this formula to ~.'lhich you have responded 

todaYi " couldit be a lead to th~t ' same sort of thinq, 

peace talks ~ithout any change ~n th~ fighting? 

A Well, l et me remind you, Mr. Harsch , of 

. our most elementary position on this matter of talks . .. __ ._------_.--- . -

-. We will talk this afternoon ,or ,tomorrow morning without 

. - _." -

, '--~---any ' conditions of any sort on either side . We are pre-

. pared to talk 'while the shoot~g is going on, If the 

other side wishes to raise major conditions, as they h~ve 
. .. 

with their demand that there be an unconditional p~rmanent 

c essat i on of the bombing , we are prepared to talk about 

condit i ons. We will discuss the conditions which ~ust 

precede the initiation of fOrTIl.al negotiations. 

Or if they do not wish to start at that end--

that is: what do you do about the shoo.ting---I'le are 

"..... ~- :.-. ~" ..... 
Vi_ :.i.C":'" 

a final, settle2snt cf the pr6blern? And wo~k back from 

that to the practical means by which you reach the final 

settlement. So we are prepared to talk without any .. 
conditions of .any sort, or about conditions . 

60 
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NOw, let m~ say that we don't ourselves fully 

understand why there cannot be discreet talks even 

though the shootihg is goi~g on. NOw, we are aware of 

the element of so-called face , but face is not a suhsti-

··tute for very serious practical problems that ~tle face 

on the military side. 

~ow, I remind you that'we discussed Berlin 

\vhile the blockade "Vlas still ion effect. We discussed 

Korea while the hostilities were still in effect. In-

deed, we took more casualties in Korea after the negotia-

tions started than had occurred before the negotiations 

started. 0e talked about the Cuban missiles whiJ.e the 

Cuban missile sites were being built by the hour in Cuba. 

So we are prepared to talk without any chanqe in the 

military situation whatever. 

But we are also prepared to talk about .changes 

in the military situation. What Vole cannot do is to 

COIT~it ourselves to a permanent and unconditional stop-

page of the bombing without knowi~g what the practical 

results of that will be on the military side. 

No one has been able to tell us, for example, 

just as one example I that if we stop' the bombing those 

three divisions or more of North Vietnamese ·troops that 

.. " ' 
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will not advance to attack our Marines who are six,miles 

away_ 

, 
Now, obviously , these are important practical 

questions. So we will talk at this moment, or we will 

talk about any other circumstances in which the other 

side might think that they might wish to t alk. But what 

we cannot do is to stop half the war and let the other 
. .. -

half of the war go on unimpeded. 

Q !-ir. Secretar'y I ~vhen you refer, when we re -

ferred in our reply to the Secretary General to a general 

stand-still truce, are we talking at that point_ of a 

cessat ion of the bombing, and cessat ion of infiltration 

from the North? 

A I would suppose that a general stand-still 

truce would involve an elimination of all military action 

:o f all sorts on both sides. NOW , one reason why there 

ha s to be some discussion of that is that it i s necessary 

for both sides to understand what in fact will_happen , 

particularly in a , guerr illa situation where the situation 

on the ground i s some\·"hat comp licated. And so ther e needs 

to b e some discussion o£ that point if it is to be a pro-

tracted stand-still. 

/ 
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But· if that can be achieved, then we can move 

into the preliminary po~itical discussions which might 

open the way for a reconvening of the Genev~ Conference 

or some other appropriate forum. But a military stand--
.. ' . 

still would involve the concept of stopping the military 

action on both sides, and that ~ertainly would include 

stopping the bombing. 

Q Mr. Secretary, just how does this formula 

_.today differ from Hr. Thant's previous formula? 

A Well, I think that he would perhaps be 

. the better one to comment · o·n that. If there is · a major 

difference, I think that this does place emphasis upon 

amu~ual stop of the military action on both sides as 

an important first step. 

As far as his earlier proposals were concerned , 

the three~point proposals, you recall that they envisage 

that vIe would stop the bombing a c• ~) the first point. The 

second point, that there iwuld be a mutual de -EScalation 

of the military action; and, third, there would he dis-

cussions among all those involved in the conflict. 

We said, "Your point one, stopping the bombing , 

gives us no particular problem, but what do you have from 

the other side about point two?" Well, what he had from -

-r--



:', 

I . 
I 

. , 

I 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

. . 
. , . .. '. 

PR 70 
\ . . . \ ... . . . ... . , .. 

the other side about point t wo was a complet.e reject.ion, 
, 

.. 

., that there wi.ll be no mutual de-escalation of military 
.. 

action • 
.' 

.. And on point t.hree , the que$tion of discussions 

·with all the parties involved 1n the fight.ing, the other 

. " 
side has consisten tly said in and out:- -from time to time , 

ra~her--that the Liberation Front ·must be accepted as 
i 

the sole spokesman for the South Vietnamese p eople. 

~ We find d i sturbing the refusal o f Hanoi to en-

gage in discussions with· the·Government in Saigon. We 

. think that would be an appro~riate way to begin such dis ~ 

Gussions, and the possibilities of peace might b e opened 

up if that channel were to b ecome active. But thus far 

Hanoi has refused to ~cise it. 

Q Mr. Secreta ry, how would you distingu ish 

between this proposal and the Pres i dent's proposal to Ho 

Chi Ninh',? 

A Well, I think that. perhaps t he Secret.ary 

General 's proposal i s somewhat broade~ in that i t would 

presumably apply to a cease-fire t hroughout all of Viet-

Nam, South viet-Nam as well as. the diseng~gement mili-

tarily. between North \liet-Nam and South Vi et-Name So to 

that extent , it is somewhat broade·r. But , nevertheless, 

.' 64 
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that is somet~ing which we are perfectly piepared to 

discuss wit~ representatives from the other side, or 

are perfectly prep?red to have the Government of Saigon 

discuss with the representatiVes from Hanoi. 

Q Mr. Secretary, what is your answer to 

those critics · who say that the President's letter in 

effect raised the ]\J1lericanprice? ... 

A Well, I don't understand what they are talk-

ing about. , " - - -
• #" • . . 

Q Well, they say that in this letter the 

united states is dema~ding proof in advance thClt illfil -

tration would have stopped. 

A We didn't talk about proof in advance. 

The words used were "assurances that infiltrat ion had 

stopped." 

Q Well, it i s your contention that the price 

vas not raised , that you 're on the status quo ante as 

far as that is concerned? 

A The principal point ~ere is that 

Hano i has inc reasingly emphasized during this past year 

tts inflexible demand that a stop in the bombing be 

perman~nt and uncondit~onal~ and that in exchange for 

.. 
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w6~t comparable or corresponding military action th~y 

would take on their side . 

. Nmv, just recall, for example, during the 37-
_ ..... - - - -:- . . _-"--. 

day pause at the beginning of last year , Ho Chi Minh 

sent a letter to the Heads of Communist States, and in 

thdt letter he demanded that the United States must end 

unc6nditionally and for good all bomhing raids and other 

acts, war acts against the Democratic Republic of Viet-

Nam. Only in this way can ~ p6litical solution of the 
. --:-- -

-
~iet-Nam problem be envisaged:-

. Now, that insistence upon the stoppage of the 

bombing, which would be permanent and unconditional, has 

b een a ma j or increase in the public 8emands of Hanoi 

during this past year. And that makes it necessary for 

us to know what would happen if 'tve com.!.lli t ted ourselves 

to any such cessation. 

, 
The North Vietnamese representat ive in Paris 

o n February 22nd said that we must state i n advance at 

the time of any c essat ion of bombing that it would be 

permanent and unconditional .. Well, that means that we 

. must knm'l \vhat the eff~cts \vould be. Will t:heinflltr-a- -

tion continue ? Will those three divisions move ~gainst 

." 

'. ~) 
;,v 
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our Narine's? Are the:./. going to continue their half of 

the war?' No one has been able to whisper to us that 

that would not be the result. No one, private citizensi 

,:.,,,, g6vernmen~s I Hanoi's ovm iepresentatives, gov~rnments . . 

' .. . 4. _ -; '; 
..:. . .. -

friendly to Hanoi. No one has been able to whisper to 

us that there would be any change 'in the pi~sent~ilitary 

tactics and strategy of Hanoi with respect to seizing 
I' 
I 

i . . 
South Viet-Nam by force. 

,If any of you gentlemen have any information 
;,' .... .. . . 

t~ the contrary, I ~ould ~e glad to hear it. 

Q . Mr. Secretary--

A . Yes? 
. . . - . -. . 

" Q May I ask you if the channels directly to 

Hanoi remain open after this exchange of letters, and if 

so, are we putting th~se propositions that you have just 

stated directly to them? 

A As far as we are concerned, the channels 

remain open. They have been open all along. I have 

r eferred to the fact that nothing we have had privately 

throws any different ligh~ on what you now know publicly , 

about tha~attitude of the two sides. But I shouldn ' t 

. exaggerate the point that channels remain open. WheQ,you 
~ 

i·.·· 

---

, . 
'. 
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pick up the telephone and nobody answers on the other 

end, is that a channel or not? Or if you find yourself 

ih a telephone conversation and the other end hangs up, 

t v:ill leave it to you as to T,yhether that is a channel. 

1 ~~n _ say at the moment that our channels are not very 

, 

.. etfi6ient~ to say the least. 

Q Mr. Secretary, is the amount of reciprocity 

that we would require for stopping the bombing a negoti-
. -~ . - -, -

• 
able commodity, or is there a decisive-~must there be a ' 

" .. ;", . 

. . ,' . -
complete .stoppageTn--ri1firt.r~Eron-, .. o'i"'-rs-" .-.. - . ~-~ -"'-~'.~.-.- -.. ---' .. ~ .. :-.... r"-~· 

.. 
it: negotiable? 

. . 
.• ; - ".:"' :"'--" 

---.----~ -- . .--- . 

A I don't want ~o give ~ categorical response. 

to that because President Johnson in a " recent press con-

fer~nce said that we would be glad to h ear of almost any-

thing from the other side. But that doesn't mean that we 

. can live on just nothing from the other side, just nothing. 

I point out to you that'~uiing the Tet pause, 

at the end of which Ho Chi Minh gave, his reply to the 

l etter which President J ohnson had sent to him it the he-

ginning of the Tet pause, he had ~orne other alternatives 

open to him. I f there was a problem of time, . 1:e _ ~_ould 

have said I 11 }1r. President I time is rather short here. y,7e .- - - - . .. "- -- - _.-

- .-- .. .... ~ . .. ~ 
~--' _. __ .... - -. '1 

-.~- ,.- . - -' , " 
~ J 
~ 
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need a little more time on this." He didn't say ' that . 
. ; 

Or he could have said, "I don't particularly like your 

proposal, but here are my c;:ounterproposals." He didn't 

say that. In effect, he called for the capitulation of 

South Viet-Nam and capitulation of the American forces 

in South ~iet-Nam, and a permanent and unconditional 

stoppage of the bombing. That we can't take. 

,Y~S, sir? 

Q }'JX. Secretary I ,.,hen you talk about. the 
~ -:--- '-"": .- -:::.. - .. _- .":= '.--' . 

public and private record,being th~ same, what exactly 

do you mean? Do you mean there is nothing outstanding 

_-:..~C)\'; __ I?rfvately in the \Vay of negotiation? 

A No. What I'm saying is there is nothing 

in the private record that ~eflects any different view 

,on the part of the authorities in Hanoi than you nm'7 have 

on the public record. 

Q Mr. Secretary, could you explain Hhy you 

haven't published the text of four other letters that 

you recently sent to Hanoi? 

A Because we do not wis~ ourselves to 

establish the point that a private co~~unication with 

us Ls impossible. if Hanoi wishes to make public a 

-.. 
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conununica tioD from us., as they did in connect,ion \\'i th 

the exchange between President Johnson and Ho Chi Minh , 

that is a choice which they can make. But I think it 

could . be very important in the future that Hanoi at 
" '. ;' .... 

least knO'i" that it ~s possible for'them to communica te 

- privately wiih us without its becoming public, to the 

~.,:) 

i 
iextent that you gentlemen would 'let us get avlay v.lit'\1 '_', _ ' . ____ ._., 

'that ~ ,., 

. Q " ·,Mr. -Secretary I Point (b) of the United 
, , . . 

,~§tates answer talks about preliminary talks. What's 
: . ~ 

, your, understanding of who would take part-in those 

talks-- just Hanoi and Washington, or would it b e Saigon 

or the NLF? 

A Well, we haven't formulated that i n 

,great detail because we need to kno0 what the attitude 

' of Hanoi would be and what the g eneral situation would 

be. In our reply we did say that of course the Govern-

ment of South Viet-Nam will have ~o be appropriately in-

valved t~rough?ut this en~lre process, end that the 

interests and views of our allies would also have to be 

. ~aken full~ into account. ~o we did not try to make that 

pr~cise in detail,~ecause we would be interested in 

-~---'- ---- _.-.;:--- ----, ------.--- - ----. ,-
s .... 
.~-~) 
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knowi~g what Hanoi's response to the Secretary General's 

initiative would be. 

Q Hr. 'S ecretary, you referred to the' fact ' 
. . 

that there was no contradiction bet"\'leen the public and 

private record as far as peace talks are concerned. 
. . 

I wonder if you would be prepared to COlnmen t now on 

i 

rep~rts concern ing the possibility of negotiatioDs in 

Warsaw. 

A · If your question is would I be willing to, 

the answer is no. I think the attitude of Hanoi on 

these matters is fairly clear at the present time, but 

I do not want to point the. finger t~ or close the door on, 

any 60ntacts that might occur anywhere in any capital 

as far as the futUre is concerned. 

Q Mr. Secretary, thank you very much. 

* * * 

71 
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Comerslones or u.s. Policy 

In essence : 
(a) Om objective remaim:c1 solely that of 

protec.t ing the indepeJlC1cncc . of South Vi l:t
N am from esterna lint erfcrence ancl forco, We 
declined, and still decline, to threaten th0 re
gimo in North Yiet-Naln itself or the territor)' 
anc11'egime of Cornmunist China. 

(b) ,"'/e indicated in April of 1965 that ,,'e 
,were prepared for discussions or negotiations 
without condition, and \.\'e h8.\'e rel entlessly 
ptirsued out' oll'n efforts to enter into meaning
ful discussions as \\'ell as follOITing up on a 
host of peace initia tiHs by others. Unfortu
nately,lhnoi has clung flrmly to the objectiye 
of insuring a Communi:::t takeo,'er of South· 
Viet-N am and has refused to enter into any 
fruitful discussion.::, Indeed, Hanoi has rejected 
fill}' discussions \\"hatenr-initiallv unl ess its 
basi.c objecti\'e I'las accepted in adn:nce through 
the so-cal1ed ((third point," more recently un
less we agreed to a complete cessation of the 
bombing "'ithout any responsin~ action on t11-:oi1' 
part, H ano i's philosophy toward negot iation 
has no\\' become authorit[ltil"Cly a\'aitlble, p:tr, 
t icularly in the seelio;, on ':fight ing ,dlile nego
tiating" in the C[lptured remm'1;s of one of the 
i'\ orth Yiel namcse leader", Com rade Yinh, 

(c) IVe continued to phce 8\'er)' possible em, 
phasis on the crucial nonmilitary aspects of the 
conflict, gr2atly strengthening our 0\\11 con
tribution to the essent ially South Vietnamese 
task of restol' ing stability and cOlltrol in the 
countryside and working for the l\'eJbre of the 
people, 

( c1) ~Iilit"rily, om rrctions "ere directed to 
prO\' ill g to 00,th Yi et ,X[lm that its eff'ort to 
take o\'er the South Ly miliLH\' force 1m;s: hi1 
and to extenc1inn-' anel enhrr::.·i'l!:: the are ,1S in ;:::; '"- ' ,-' 

\\'hi"l1 the \'i tal bl1sincs3 of b:-inging 1' e:11 032-

72 
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curity a1lCl, pcace to the c(lcmlrysick C,)UlC1. FO 

fon:'fl.r~l \nth fl.ll the strcngth \\'c c()ulc1 ho~;C' 
to O"i I'e ] t T)" t L , n' t ' 1 '" 1 ~ : :. o.fll ('llOr III t!te ,:;ollth rcnwincc1 
pnln:tr)', e\'(~n as the bOlllhin0," of millhn tar
gets 111 tho :0:" ort h II";1S canicct on--- i ni ti,,'lly to 
demonstrate ;,c.:;ol I'e but a hyays and 1.nsical1>' to 
m[l~-::e IIanoi's infiltration far morc c1ij~icll1t ~nc1 
c03l,ly and to prc\'ent. loyds of lJe,Y mcn and, . 
eqlllP:n2nt that could only, in tlle arithme.tic of 
gncrl"llht \\"adarc, rndtinl\, l,1nnY tim(:3 o\'e" 
f. 1 ' l' , L ., l, 

01 :ac, flOC [tlOn from ~ orU, Yiet -l\ :1nl , the 
rcqLl1remcnt for fo rces in the South, . 

(e) n rc C"AO"" "'~~C' (' " '1 'F' t . • ' \', J:1.. 1.lJ.c.~Cl.! l ne· o..:;ont 1 \ Ie nnnlC:3C In 
thel,r 0\1'11 resol\'e to 1110\'e to fl. cOIl,titution[ll 
bns]s of gonrnment, a proccss :::et unc1erw,l.Y 
form 8.lly by 1'ril'(Ie ~Iinister K..,. in ,hnuarj· 
of 196G and follo\'~ec1 since tl1at ti;ne ill t110 fare 
of all the c1ifficuHies :tnc1 dangers of a[temptin-()' 
to create ~l1ch a basis in a country without politt 
cal e:;:pel'lcnce a ncl 1'" ngec1 b~' terrori3Yn and b" 
gl.lcrnlla and cOIl\'entional militarY action. J 

(f) \'i"e ,encouraged the South \~i etnamese at 
the same tIme to I)l'Of"'e"c1 OIl tl'10 tl"'C]- J·l",t 1 ~ • " .... ....... ....., 1,._ ~ l t II ... 1u:::, 

no',' beconle I"econ,c ili ation, the holding out to 
membe:'s of ;he Vl~t , Conf!. of the pos.3ibilit.y of 
reentel'lI1g tile pohtlc:11 hfe of their country 
uncler peaceful condltlOns. In essence, \\'e see}·: , 
al:c1 TI"ould accept n fair c1 otermillatio;l of the. 
':-111 of the people of South Yiet -i\am alonO" the 
Imes, ,rell, summarized by Ambassador Gold
ber!::s Chl c:112"o speech of ::'IraI' 1:2. 1961,14 

The2e \\'erc thc South Vietnamese aspects of 
our policy. But tll Cll, as pre\'iously, the policy 
was seen i.n th e wiel er context of the fulure of 
SO\ltheast Asia . So it was that Prc:s idenl John
son lent our strong support in April of 1965 
to the c1oycl opment of regional cooperation and 
?f , ~co,noll1ic pr?j ec~s created t}:1'ollgh AS,ian 
1111tl<ltl\'e

l 
By tIllS nt al element III our pol1cv, 

\,:,e made ,clear again lh,lt om unllorlying o~je~
tl\'e was ito do what \\'c could to assist in the 
constru~t~\"e task of bringing about a South- , 
e~st ..:\sla of cocperati\'c and independent na- ' 
tl?n~, \\'hrLte,'er their intel'llational postmes 
ffilgnt be, . 

'We bel a security job to do in Viet,Xam 8.nd 
~\"ere joined ol-er time by fhe other area nfl.tions 
In supplying military forc es to do that job, And 
lIe are assist i ng Tha i]a nc1 against a conccrted 
Chinese Communist and 001'th Vietnamese ef
fort at externa l subnl'sion, an cffort beEun--to 
keep the record straigh't-[ls early as 1aGS and 
c1 e,uly and c1efin iti\'cly by December 1%-1, be
fore our major decisions ' in Yict-0am, Our 
SEATO . and AX:6US undortf1.k ings l'cmam 
firm, 
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But \\"e 100ked bcyo!lC1 th ese, and \,:0 must 
. still lool: bC'yond t11e .:;e , to tI lC whole C1l",,,"lO'1 .... 1 l ...... J.... .... 

of the futl:rc of SOllthc~:.st _-\Si,1 and to the role 
that \H: can play in assisting the Ilat ions of the 
area to .c onsolidate their nation~1 l indopcndence 
anclto lmpro,'e th~ \\'c1farc of their peo])]e. 

This, then, is n bnrcbolles account of "The 
P alh to Yict-N~ml.~' EYen \yithin its O\\'n terr";:; . ., - ..... ) 
It 111,1)' omit W118.t others \',-oulcl include. And,· 
long as it l1lay seem, it is still incornpleto in bl'o 
respects that it \I'ould take hI' too much time 
to con::r. . 

First, it. i?p1ninly i !1~.d C'qllate to iocus solely 
on our poliCIes town rcl \ ' Jet-~ flll1 or cyen lownrc1 
?O~theilst Asia as a \':hok '1.'h030 policic_'3 are 
mtllnale1y related to the rC.3t of Asia; to the im
plicat ions of Asian c1e,-elopmcnts for other 
arer..s and, in the List analY3is, for our own na
tionD.l security ; and to our central \yorId pur
pose--the creation of an international order of 
independent stntes. 

Secondly, I hnye tried to isolnte v;bnt I con
sider to ha\"E~ been the mnjor policy decisions. , 
Obviollsly, policy is not just a matter of single 
decisions, ho\\'e\-or fully considered. A va st. num
ber of lesser policy decisions ha\'e accompanied 
these bnsic ones, and th e \yay in which ::1. basic 
policy is c;lrriccl out in the end afTects its sub

stance. I ha \-e not tried to cover, for exa m pIe 
decisions on the balance of eiIort ,,-ilhin Soutl~ 
Viet-Nnm, decisions 0:1 particular nco'oLiatin'a ' 

1 1 
_ . J b b 

proposn s, c eCISlons on t le pace and nature of 
the bombing of Ko"th Yiet-l:\um, or the sl:btle 
and dillieult probleli1, O\'e1' the ycars,of United 
States in[l.uencc to\\"~Hc1 political progress in ill!:: 
South. I know full \Yell tllnt these are arcas in 
which JllallY of yOll undoubtedly hold st.rong 
VJe'\"s. I \ye]come discussion of them. 

"Th e Lessc'" in Involve;nenl" . 

'\'hat, then, is ;'lhe Ie "son in inyohernent" 9, 

-Is it that we h~l\'e been hilPpcc1 into a diffi
cult situation by a sCi:ies of lesser decisions taken 
with no clear vi e\'; of their implicat ions? 

- I s it that \\'0 should ne\'cr lWI"e become en
gaged in Southeast Asia ~ 

-Is it that \\"e should ne\'er ha \-e attelI1ptecl to 
support South Yiet -?l ::tm ~ 

-Is it that, haYing supported South Yiet
N ilm in cei·ta in rcspects (i ncluding a treclty ) 
and h,n-ing become deep)y ellg~lgcd in South
east Asia , \,;e should noncthde3s h;:1\-e decic1ed
or should no\'; c1ecirle--to li mit the actions \\"\2 

take or e\'en to withc1r<i.\"· entirely? 

, . 
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Th~ 0rst quest ion s,~('ms to me uoth separ,,(c 
and c1i1)ICI:]t. .-\ t ~on:c poinl in the history I h,1.':'" 
recited we beci'.n1c. committcd, deliberately and 
by forma l consl itut:o):a l process, to the support 
of the flL'celom of Sc)uth Vic:t-Xam frOlJ1 E'X

terna} i l~tcrfen;nce. That co:mnitrnC'llt includ ed 
a strong tl"l:~lt} obJ:gation; and tklt is <1. clear 
p:lrt o~ th~ sl~ry . But ,,;hat is perhaps more to 
the p Oint IS lnat g;'e,lt pO\I"(:rs must fnce two 
central points: 

(a) As Ir ving I\ristollws pointed alit ill his 
r?ccnt article in For2ign AfTair", lhe \ ery defini
t. lOn of a great po \,;-0 I" is that not onl)' its ac
ti OllS out the cases in which it cl ec lin~s to act 
h~ve m::cjor cOIl3cqu~:lces. At e\'e1')' sb£::c in the 
V1et-l:\am story, it. h::cs seemed clear to the le::1.d
ers of thi s country that not to act TI"ould b.ye 
t~l e gn1\'~3t cIIeets. This is the Wft}' that succes
Sl \'e chOIces ha n~ appe::trcc1 to four sllcce.3si,-e 
Presidents. 

(b) The. secon~ pDint. that n great po\':er caH
not escape IS tlwt Its actIons in themsehes aITect 
the stakes. ,\Then great po\rers commit them
selves, by treat,): and by a totnl course of con
duct extending O\'er many years, ni1 clement of 
reliance comcs int o being, both within the area 
and within other areas in ",-hich commitments 
ha \"e also been undertakell. 

Y ct. all this bein;2: sairl, I do not think one 
can conclude that bccal:sc we said or did 0 , ";0 

must. llecess,:rily S,lY or do b-in [(Hold ph~'ase 
of Blsmarck·s. So I, for OIlC, do not bclicn:: that 
th Cl "lesson in il1\"oll"ement" is that wc ar.:; t.he 
priso"crs of history. 

Hather, I thint: \ye should be focusing on the 
second, tll i I'd, ancl iourth quest ions I ha n listed 
abon. 

These are big qnestions, audif I hrtve tri ed 
to do anythiIlg today it is to stress that the 
matter has really o:::en lool:ec1 at for at lea3t ' 
the last J 3 years in this 1,inc1 of brs:er 11:"l11e
",-ork. The policie.3 follov;cd today a~'e, as th~y 
must be, the po1icies of this administration. ?lo 
onc can Sfty \\"h other another administr;1tion 
.would haye done the same. ",Yhat can b::! said 
1S that the underlying vi ewpoint and analys!s 
of factors han be<::ll largely similar throuzhout 
the bst 13 years, if not longer. 

This. does not pro\!e, of course, that this 
analYSIS has been correct. The united SL1tes 
has no dil"ine clispcns2 tioll from error, and the 
most that YOllr leaders at any Li me can do is 
to exert the be3t human juchmcllt and mor,:.l 
sens~ of ,dl ich they ~l.lC cap:lblc. I, for one , am 
cO~Ylncd thD.t this has been clone at all st~ge3. 
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UNITED N:">.1'100\'5, N. Y., Sept. 21 
-r:ollowil.l2 is ilzc' text of a sp:ecch to 

:c/!,,:ral Assembly deli\'ered today 
, Arthur J. Go!dbcrg, Un ited States 

chief representative: . 

Today, as e\';;~: year' at ' this ti l!:C, 
We open ~ new chapter in the history 
of th~c United l'i2t\OilS. We open on a 
hopc,u! note V;iUl your [Corr.2 iiu Mar. . 
Cscu of RUrn?i1i?.1 election 2.S President, 
for ~;ou are not o,t!y i:no'sn 2nd re
speclcd by your CO!!e2gues th mclghc>ut 
t r:c

T 
\'forI? as an able and dislin~u;s;:cd 

d.,p.o!1l:1.trst; you 2.1,,0 hin'c t;le distinc. 
t IOn of beiiig the first t'cprcscntat(ve of 
a country of Eastern Europe to be f:iecl
ed to this high o'fice. \'.'e of the United 
Stales wc:lcom~ this de"ciopmc:'t ps one 
fu rthe:' ~igll of til,: c\'olution which has 
~.:::c n tak ing plac.::: iil th.::: relations amor:g 
t ne stales of Eastern Eumpe and of oth
er parts of the w·xld. Hav all !,!lembcrs 
t ake this new stcp as a remind,"r of the 
t ruth \':hich a mot~crn ' Danish 53,g:= has 
compressed into .thesc words: "Coexist 
ence - . or no ·cxistence." 

We con'gratulate you, Mr. President, 
and ~kdge to .you our coopcration in 

. the discharge of your difficult and im-
p ortant office. . 

I take th is occasion also to pay t rib
ute to your di stinguished predecessor, 
t~1C Pre.sidcnt of thc Twenty-First Ses 
!""n, Ambassador Paz11\\'ak of Afghan;s-

. \ '':c share thc ,;j l"1iration of all 
-cgations for the resoll;-ccf ui n~s5 and 

patience with which he guided us 
through more meetings of the Genera.! 
Assembiy than h"ve been presided over 
by any other man in the history oi this 
organ ization. 

'. This annual genera l dc:oa te serves the 
fmportailt purpose. of allowiri~ each 
nlember to Jay before the entire A s
semoly, at the outset of our s:=ssion, i ts 
major concerns in the interm~iona l 
sphere. I shaH not attempt to tou.ch on 

, all th e issues on the agenda to which 
my country attaches i mpor tcnc~ . This 
statement will concentrate on certai~l is· 

. sues which, in our vie\'(, a re oi t rans
;·.cendcnt signific2:nce to world peace. 

The Conflict i:1 Vietn2.m 
. Fi rst amol1;; thc;e is the co r: tin~ed 
tr~gic conil ic t in Vietnam. Fo r tr. e en
tire community of na lions, the sea rc:l 
for peace in Victnanl remains a n!Jtter 
of the fi rst p,·!o!'ity. for peace in Viet
nam must and should c= our m3jor con
cern . Indeed, pursl!?nt to its Ch:: rter, 
t he Unitcd N2tiO(;5 h?s the most cxc-! :cit 
right and .ju lv to CG::ccm itsc if ·\ :;i ~h 
this. que~t:o;: , as it dJCS v.'ith any b'rc2:ch 
of or tlnc:::.t to th.::: , '2<1Ce ?11':v:[:cre in 
t he wo rld. . 

-1-Io:ding this cC~~'T~-iio'G-2-S- t;"'c--do-,-;;y~ 
-:n~n:Ci1t CO~tiiH.:23 to seck the 2;": -

• t p31t~C!!lat :o;-) of tr!c U.;1it.c~~ ~-J 2.:~0~1:) 
In tnc quc~l fer pC3ce !!1 V;c-:n,,:ll. F>:.:ry 
tnernbcr ~ild C\'cry or~ .!r! 0 ~ t:1C Un:[cd 
Nations, this !. S52::10!/ inc !:.:r.2d , s~?rcs 
the Ch 2r te r obli;~~! li o ;1 of l ~!1di !! g its 

'vcight ?~nd infl uC!~·:~ to help' rc~oh'c c1 s
putcs 2.r!d co~fr[!~ts lJ ,:;t\':ce:n r~"!t:I)~S i~:, ' 
pcacclul nlC?.l1S. To~l?y , (!C5i",;t~ pas~ 0:5-
appointnl("nts, I reiterate O~!r ? t1[):;? ! to 
all men'bers of li18 United i';:l~io::s , in
clividu?lly 2nd co!iccti\·e!~: . to ?cc':pt 
t hat obligation - to usc tl:21r influence 
·to help brhg the Vi~tn:-:m c~::1flict to an 
end by pcac;;[,-\! means. 

The distinglli5h~d d c l cza~~3 \l,-l~o p?.r
t!ci pat~ in th Is deb2 te v/ill uncoubtt::Gty 
nl2.kc ob.scrv2.tiofts and offcj SI.;g;C3~ ~ ~:-.S 
as tv ho\~/ this can be brou~ht 2.bout . . 
?vly d21c;a.Uon ''1 il! li St(;i1 to t:1E:Il1 VI·i~h 
clos~ attcDt i~n and re~r:cct. 

As our cor.tribution to t::,; A~scmb l \"s 
discLJ5S!On of this issue, l c~ r~ i e st2.~e "as 
prec Isely 2S pO$s~h ~e the v:;;',:,'$ '~:1c! iGea.s 
of my Government. 

Our basic vif:·,:l is on~ v.-i:ich, I 21Yl 

sur~, is shared by the g[e?t :'l3.j0rity of 
th is AS5~mb:y: th"t tl~is con:li:t C211 ,,:'Ie! 
should b·~ cnded by a poEtical solt.!t~on 
at the carliest po:;sible ti;',:~ . A milit2ry 
solution is not the answer. For OUi' part, 
\VC do not seek " t ~" .i. r:]ros~" ... ~/."_ r:!!!! ,t?ry 
solutioil ort'?,or[Ji Vi~ti\ain 0, Oil" its &1-
nerents: By thc S8.me to~-zcn, in fide !; :y 
to a political sel}ution, \'!~:i::;!ll;'2\..rJ_e[fni~ 
North Vietnam and its 8.dl\~r.::nts to ir;1-
pose -a 'riliiitar:; "so-lillian u~6'n -- SOltth 
Vietl}am. · . .. .... _'-'- - _.- ... . 

Procedures for a 'Solu tbn 

The quest ion then natura lly arises: By 
wh at procedurc can a polit!ca! so lution 
be reached? One well-tested way 1s the 
conference t?ble. We are :;!'eoared to 
follow this path at any' ti me' -' to go to 
the coilference table in Geneva or any 
other suitable place. . 

There is a secont:! way tel pursue a 
political settl ement: through private :,e 
gotiations or di scussions. The United 
States stands ready to t a~" this rO'Jte 
also - and, in so doing, to gi \'e assur
ances that lhe confid2:1ce a:1d pri-vacy 
of such 'negotiations or discussions 
would be fully respected by om Gove,n-
rn ent. . 

It may be that negotiatio71s or discus
sions might be preccded or facilit?~ed 
by mut.ual nl il!t2. ry re str"!;l~, by the scal
ing dO'.VD of the conflict, by c~·esca!ation 
ei ther with or without a fO:'mal ce:>.se
fi re. This route, too, we are p repared 
to foll aw. 

There is, on the other b.nd, the dan
ger that the ';'~'"'lf l ict 111:. y continue u!1tfl 

one side fi nds tl~e burden of war too 
c:.J\ausUr,g or too cos~ l \', and th2:t th e 
fi ghU,'g will only gradually end, with
out ncgoli:!tio!1s and v;i thou t an ag,red 
scttler:'~:1 t. Certainly this is a grim 
pros;::ec t, for it wou id mCim p~o!on"ed 
conflict ai!d t r2.;;2dy. It is in css2nc~ a 

. mi!i tc.ry sel:ution, and it is not one We 
seek. Vic carne:st!y !:ope that it is not 
the course in \'/hich O ~lr ad·~-ers:trLcs 'silt 
persist. In a:1Y C\'c;;t, there \';il! 'be no 
s!2~kcni~g jn O~!r reSJI ,t"e to help South 

. : 'ictnam def"r:d its r lg:lt to d0termine 
Jts own fut l

""" by oe:!CefUI means and 
'frec from externa!' force. 
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Committed as \':e are to a po litica l 
so~ utioll. through discussio:-Is or nego ~ 
t i?tio:ls, V,-~ regret th~t) d~sp!te filJny 
c~fo rts , North Vietn2.[;l ?nd its adhcr
e:1cS i'ia\-e not y.:::t 2.;;rci:'d to this objcc· 
t il·e. But 'de sl\"f[ CO!ltinl:e in Ollr ef
forts; 2.nci wc hope that wh ?.t we s"-y 
today may help to br:r.g nearer the 
time when the two sides wi!! sit down 
to~cther. 

The Attitude of H~noi 

It is said by some that Hanoi will 
agree to b~gin negoti2t;oil3 if tilB Un!ted 
Stati's ceases the bo:nbing of No~lh 
\,ietnam--ti:~t this bOi:lb[1:;; is th:: sole 
obstacl8 to ncgotia~tDn~ , I v;outd note 
tl:a t in its pubHc st2.tc:-~:cnL3 h2;lOi has 
merely indicated that til<:r" "could" be 
negotiations if the bomtJing s~o[Jped. 
Trt:c, sorn(: 60\·C'rnili2nts-2.S v;eH ?.s our 
dislinguls::2d S~c~etary - Genera.! and 
other indi';:duaIs - have expte3~ed 
t heir beld or assumption th~ ncgo
t! 2.tions "v.-ould·' begin, perhaps soon, 
if the bombings were s topped. We h?ve 
gi\-2n these cxpt·essions of belief our 
most careful attention. Rll~ .!lQ.-2lch 
t hird 03 rtv - includia c, those ~o';ern 
n1"c 11 t~~wT1rch-?~re -·a;"lo n:-Jiit101's'" c-foScs t 
fri~I~lL - - - · ._E3.',c_c2:~~~~~;f(Lt.Q_:~_\i_:caftY 

·2.~itf1orit2: tive P.lcss.Jge fro:n }Ianoi th2.t 
tile~i' ~~o-L·i·td -"rn·.T?:ct:'f.P~=1l~-;~~I.?;,t19~~s_j f 
the bombin o were sto~JDed . We ha\'e 
soLight-s'.lchO -a . nl.:ssa2e -directly from 
HanD! \vithout success. 

On it s part, the United States would 
be glc.d to consider aad discuss any 
propos2[ that v;ou!d lead prompUy to 
product i\'e d i~cuss;ol1s that might bring 
about pC2ce to the arC2. 

We do 11 0t, howc\'er, conce'iljc it to 
be unreasonable for us to seek enlight
tenment on th is impelr tant question: 

Does North Vietnam concci\'e that 
thc cessation of bombing would or. 
should lead to " ,"y othe, re5ul~s than 
mC2ningfui negotIations Oi discllssiq'ns 
und e ~- Ci'·CllI'1S~~i1C(?S which wo uld not 
disadvanta;c e i ~her side? 

r\'Ior~o·\· er J \ 1,·8 b~t:ev'~ Vi~ also ha ... ·c .... 
a rig:lt to addr'~ss ottr3i::I'.'e s tothose( 
governmen::; which SL<p;Jort Hanei's 
causc and wl ' lch n,n c sta.ed to us their 
b(;{i efs about tranoi's intcntio i""ls' and to · 
put this ali~s.t~on tc: t~e;I.: . :' -" :;"'i .~ _. -:, "-

If the UnIted St:l lcs v,·e:2 LO L ~:'\e ~ "e 
first step an,d or(~ cr a p,t·iot CeSS3.~lOn 
of the bO!llbing. v;i1 J.t \ \·oulc.: they tnen 
do or rcfr::!! n f rom doing. and how 
would they then u s~ their influence 
(!nd pov:er, in order to mo\·c ~he Vl ct
n;).;]\ codlict pror.,,~t!y toward a pei(ce · 
ful r~5Q:ution? 
CCi1s~rU'::t:\'e ans'.';ers to t hes~ qucs

t~on s wCl;ld aiel in the s;:arch for peace. 

/\.. Fu rt i'12r N~:e5s ity 
In the ' mi'nd:; of some, there is ' a fur

th~r nCCCs5~t\:' : I12.i::2!Y. to arttr.llic~t~ 
Inore pr~C':s2iy th~ princip!cs (.If !~ 

~~ ;i~~~ j l.-~! i~{-~J&~ ~1~n;-eE~~-~~1:!': ;;:~ ~ i~ r? ~-
t f~ :;.:e pr;:!:.:iples c:l\'is,-"!;ed hy my Go~
e ;·nj'nej~ ~ in 2:3 p:-eciS8 a n1 ~.l,.nnC L 2:3 lS 

i 'Doss : tJ!~ p: io: to l!e:;otiatiOI~s. -: and 
\\·it!iOLlt b 2.ny way p,c-cond\ tlontn::; or 
prcj t~rjic:i!1g such !l2goli2.tior.s. 
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. ·It is widdy accc;-Jtcc1 that the Geneva 
Agreem;:;n ts of 1954 and 1952 s;,ou Id 
constitute U~C b:lsis for s2ttle1nent. \Ve 
agree. In our \"ieviJ thIs entaiLs: 

i.. t\ cO!Tlpi ete ccasc~ftre a!1d disen .. 
.-.--?e~ei1t by all 2.~rncd person.ner-Tn 
cotfi l\ O~lil-'ar12r-S6t:t :-t -\-ie [r.a t'11' 'ona 
specifie:r2?te:- ·Sl!cfi-·iiCfion "ias-caliCCi 
tUrDy-iIle"Gcntva Agreements, 

2. No militar '; fOl'C eS, amled person
net oTbases to"'66 -m'J i'r:f2!i':sQ'1!l'N'orih 
Or"'Soutfi-V:etna!l! e;.:ccpt those under 
the control of tk: respective govcrn · 
ments. This would mea" withdrawing 
or demobilizing all ut;-,·~r troops , with
drawing external milita,y and related 
personnel introduced from outsidc South 
Vietnam, and the e\'acuatio<1 of mili· 
tary b.1se5, as soon as Dossible und.~r 
an ag~t'2d tii1E~ schedu!2." ThIs too \V 2S 

confem?~ated Uiiw-tfie' Gene;"a Agree· 
n1cnt5. 

3. Full reSDcct for the international' 
. fronti ers of 'the statcs bordering on 
North and South Vietn2.nl, as 'Nell 25 
for the dC';larC2.tion line 2nd dem ilitar
ized 'zone bet'.vecn Nonh and South 
Vietnam. This too was ca!led for bv 
the Gene'va Agreements . • 
. 4~ PeaCeful settJemciit by the people 
In both Korth and South Vietnam of 
the quest.io:l~ of reunification, without 
fo reign i:!tc!·;·crcEce. This too was 'called 
fo r by the GeneY'''. Agreements. 

5. Fir,ally, suvervis:on of all the fo~e
gO.ing b'y. ?-';I:~e.t;CY99.IL!01~rr:).:;tLo;:3.LlDa

.C}}.l11 ~!:y,_ This too was cal1-:d for by the 
GCi!eva Agl'ccrncnts. 

. thus summarizing the central ele-
l~e~ts of th~ Gene\'a Agreements, I note 
_~a" as __ S:~ljenced h the communique· 
issued at 1Tanila last OCtObCI' 25, the 
Government of South Vietnam holds sim-
ilar '.-jews. ' 

\Ve ma!:e this 2.uthoritati\'e statement, 
Mr. Presi,knt. in th e hope that a settl.e
ment can be rea-:hcd by rec.ffirming the 
principals of the G2neva Agreement and 
by making use of the machir.ery creat::d 
by those agreerl1cnts - includir:2 in par .. 
ticular a recom-ene::l G::ne\·2. Conference 
in \V:llCh all concerr.ed p"-rties can ap
propriately participate. 

An ~dditi071?.1 Question 

And we sugg~st th i'.t a further ques· 
tion is in o~der: 

Does 1\orth Vietnam agree that the . 
.foregoing points are a correct interpre' 
tation of the Geilc\,a Agreements to 
which it prufessedly sLlbscribes? . 

To this qu~st!on let Ine append this 
plain statement about the aims of tile 
United St?,tc" toward Korth Vietnam. 
The Uni ted States has no designs OIl 

the ter:-itory of l\orth Vietnam: v:e do' 
not seck to o':crtl:;-ow its governme:ct, 
whatever i.s ideology; and we are fully 
preparec. to reSDcct its so\'e~eignt;r and 
territoria l intc;;'rity a:,c1 to cnter into 
spec ific unde,·taki;]gs to C-,at er.d . 

By the Slmc to\.;eOl, it reil,ains our 
vie\,' th2.t the peupl·c of SO.ltl\ Vi2~0.a:n 
shou ~d h;:\'e th ;~ ri -:: Ilt to work oc:t their 
o\,;n. political futu,'e by pC2.ccful mc,:::~, 
in accordance \·::th the p.-incip!e of So;;i
dct .-:rminatior! , 2nd wit hout external in' 

! tcrfcre!lc e; 2:ld tint this right too shc~!ld 
~ . bc r~silcctcd by all. 

i\ncl it is our fu rther " ic \': that a'i 
SO~lth ' \riet1~:~!!~ese \ '/ho Ere \\'ilt:nry'-lo 
p'~I:t[cif)~~X6 ' p~~~:~C"flin::'- i!1' ti1e-~r(;1lt;C'~f ::fc 
()l-Sn~: lil·\ .... ; t'~~ !~·;.:!i1 \hlj ~'l icr n:\ \ ~'c· ~i'!'c(hi21' 
C~12:r.c·c·as 'Ti:'s::--c'b,;s ' -C{ti Z2'i1"~: -v;ltn - "fCn 
rlgi'i l;;-fri ··e\·2ry··'sc·~s,;·.""-v/c··d(j-·n-;J~--c6r1. 
tt:f.~·2- ·thaE" 'a-il~i'" 5cgr'lcnt of the SO~tth 

.Vietnanlcse p~oplc; sho~kl bz c;(ciaJ::>:i 
fro rn such p~?c('ful p2.rtici~at!0n. \VC 
wO~i.ld_cO~lsic!;;r _i-L 0!to;:;eth~r wise ?I~ci 
propcrJ_ .if .Jh:s \\:Ql.! l~l rcin'o\:e' 'a'fe--ob .. 
stacIe to r,'C'aC'e:--t~at 2.-U-Jtao:~f~t·~- ?' .35l~r: 
anccs ··OI1·· ·tlli s n1?:~::~r ' b~ CO:\5;(S~r-2-d· 'in 
co r;n~ctio"n""\ -: [t11- a--r;":;!it~cjr "5·21 tle-tll-~:-; E: 

It s!lCulti' b~- notec\ (n- [;;:5 ·c·o;l r.:: ~ ~ion 
that the GO '·C;-r.nl2ilt of S~)uth Vietr,am 
has s tated th ~t it 1'.,:5 "no desl~e to 
tilfcatcn . or h Elfill the people of the 
North;" that it sce~s only to'1'esoll'e i[s 
political pmhr:'rr.s v:ithout externJ.! iii' 
terference; and til ?t it is prepared for 
"reconciliation of all clements in the so: 
d ety." It is a!so note-.'iorthy that the 
people of SO~lth Vic~r!am Il?'\'e just con
cluded a peaceful election under a r,£w 
cO r!stitution, and h:\\'e r:12.de progre3s in 
the d"n1occat!c proccss. 

Let me add that my Government re
mains willing, and indeed has already 
begun , to make a major commitment of 
resources in a multilateral cooperativc 
effort to accslerate in 21I of Southeast
Asia the b::ncfits of economic develop, ' 
n"~nt so sorely needed there, When the 
conflict is ended and peace is restored , 
we would 110pe to see North Vietnam 
included in that effort. 

. Constrllctive Hcplies Urged 

In the interest of progress along this 
road to peace, \'/e e?J'nestly hope that 
constructive answers to the questions we 
have raised will soon be fo rthcoming. 
\Ve are all too consciolis that the pres· 
ent reality is one of grii11 ?Dd harsh con· 
f1ict - already trag ically and unduly 
prolonged. Su rely if there is any contri
bution that diplomacy, whether bilatcra [ 
or multilatel:al, cm make to hasten the 
end of this conflict, none in this Assem
bly can in good conscience spare any 
effort' or any labor to make that CO;1-

tribution - no matter how frustra ting 
past efforts may have been, or how 
many new bc;;inning5 1"2,Y be required . 

We of the United S~ates, for OL:r part, 
sta:ld ready to rm.!-<e L1at effort a:ld to 
persist in t ryiiig to oyercome all ob
stacles to a settlement. 

The President of Lie United States, 
speaki;]g specifically of Vi etnam, has 
said: "We } .. meriean.; blOW the natu,'c of 

a fair b2.rgaii1; none ne2G fear negot:2.t
ing with us." 1n th" flexible spirit of 
that stat~ment, ard spc2';:in;; for the , 
United S~2tes GO· .. :2mrr.en~ 1 affinn \\-ith .. 
out res~r\'atton the v/ill!t:cities3 of the 
United Sta,es to s:;e~( and fine.! 2. politi
cal solutioii cf the cO riflic t i!l Vj~tn3.m. 

I turn no'" to the "fidei!e E2.s t, a sec
ond area of conf!ict Wilich is both t[2gic 
in itseif ?od d'lllgeroLls to the pc?::e of 
the world. 
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The \'ic"'<;s of the Uni ted States on 
the require:nen ts of peace h the ~.I:c~dle 
Ea5t h:::.\"e beeil set forth b;: Presicicnt 
JO:lnson , notaohl in his st2ten18nt of 
Ju~e 19 v:hich 'remains our policy. In' 
th 2.t statsment my GO\'ernm2nt c:ppealed 
to all the partie:; to acopt ;:0 rigid view 
on the nle~hod of cri :1ging p~ 2CC to ti1e 
area. Rathei', y;e h,,\'e emphasized 
throughout that th::-:re is sr:':"r.2th1ng n10i"e 
basic th?n methuds: the simpl<: will' to 
pea::", There rnl.;st be present on bOUl 
sid~s an af[!r~nati\"e v;ill to r(:so!\"e the 
i ss~tes , not th rou~h th:= di..:tation of 
terms by c:t:1er side, but Clrough a 
pro.::es5 of muwal accm;;:-;:od2.tion in 
v,·h~ch nobody's yit21 ir.~2~ests 2.re in
jured: In s=1ort} both s~dL's ::1CSt h~\"8 the
~\'!iI to wod.;: out a p:)Lc~c:'!! solutio n; 
Doth nnIst be ·co:1:!Tdtted ~D the p~a,::e; 
and P'Q appropd2te n1ctnDd. such as ~ood 
o!i!ccs Oi" mcdi .? t:on, sho!.:.lj be excI~dcd. 

In candor it ml:st be said that slich' a 
,vill to PC2.CC \"jas not nlar:ifcst in th(! 
reCi.'iit (;!licrgCilCY session of the Assem· 
bly. It is gre;:tly to be hoped that, after 
S J:'c;' reflection by all CO;1cerned, a new 
2nd beaer mOJ0 wPl C!;lerae - a mood 

c I '1" t o .. 01 r econCl lat tOr! anc n1ag I13DiIT1!ty. 

Surc!y lhe Pl','D05C5 of D·e2.Ce C2.iil10t 
be scr\'ccl if the r'ight of a illel1lbcr state 
to its r,?t:oiic:l li fe is not acc('pted and 
respected by i ts neighbo,'s; nor if mili
t.<~ry success bl~r!ds a memb::r state to 
the fact t;l?L its neighbors have rights 
and intc:"csts of their o\vn. 

In rC2.1is:n, it is perhaps not to be ex
p~ct'2d t hat reconc!l\aLion a"d magna
ninlity \ vi E 2.pp ~ar o\'ernight; but 5ur£ty 
enni!ty r:llst at least gl .... ·e vfay to tol~r· 
anee 2nd to the viill to li\'o to;:;ether in 
p~ace. O;].co that \vill is manifest, the 
tc~ms of settlement C8.:1 be evolved. 

The principles \\'l1ich my Govcrnment 
b::i!eves can bring p~ace to the region 
a;'c these: 
~Eao::h n~tio" !n the area mus~ acce'ot 

the right of others to live. The least th~t 
this requires is that all should renounce 
an;: ,st?,te or claim of belligerency, 
whlcn as long ago 2S 1951 was fOU;1d 
by the SCCl!rity CouflC;il to be inco:1-
sis:ent with peace. 

ClTroops must be withdrawn - aiid 
withd rawn in a conte:,t of peace. For 
some parties cannot be left free to a's
scrt the rights of \var \vh!!e others a~e 
ca n~d up.)n to abide by the rules of 
peace. 

<;There must be justice fo r the refu · 
gees. The nations of the' area must ad· 
dress thea1scl\,es at last, with new en· 
ergy a:ld fle:W dc: terminatlon to sllcceed 
to the plight of those who ha...-e bee~ 
rf r.ciered homeless or displ2.ced bv wars 
and conflicts of the P:lst, both dist2nt 
and recent. 
. 'iFrec. and innoce:1t p?ssilge through 
lntern2.tlonal \V(I.t2f\t;a';S niust be as ~ 
sur~d [or all na lions . o'ne of [ile lessons 
of t1:e recent cun flict is til a t mariti m0 
~i ghts must b~ res ;:.~cted . 

C;;Th e wasteful and cestructl\'e arms· 
race in the rez ion must be curbed. the:-c 
by ma!:ing more resou,ces available ior 
economic development. 
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<]The status of Jerusalem mllst not be 
decided unilaterally but in consultation 
\,,;th 'all concemed, and in recognition 

:e historic interest of the L'1ree great 
"gions in the Holy Plac~s. 
'lThe polir]cal ind(;p2<1dence ann ter· 

ritorial intsgrity of.all states in the area 
must be respected. ' . 

<]Bounc1aries 'must be accepted a;"1d 
other arrcr.gements made. superseding 
temporarj 3.!'.d oftb 'liohted a;-mistice 

· li nes. so as to <.fford security to all 
parties 2gaiilst tCiTor, destruction and 
war. 

, These are' impo,·t2.nt g2i,er?.1 'princi
ples on \':hieh. v:e b21ie\"€ , rests the 
peace 'of the area. \'.'h;!c the m"in re
sponsibil ity li es v:lth the pa<cs, the 
Unitsd Nations 8.:1d every rneinb~r state, 
including I:',y own coun[ry, must help in' 
the scare:l for pC,Ce. For it is in the 
highest intemat io ,·,,,l. interest, as well as 
in the national int·:f2sls of the partic3. 
that peace should be achieved as soon 
as possible. 

I As for my own country, our most: 
cherished wish for the Middle East has 

. .long been C.n age of peace in which we 
could enjoy good rd[l tions v/ithevcry 

· n?tion of that regio~i. In such a climate 
of peace there is much that we could 
do, and would be gbd to do. in coopera-

· tion with other mer.1bcrs and with the 
gifted peopie of the region itself. Re· 
gional eco:oomic dc,'elonrllent; the full 

ha.:':i!ltalion ·of tlie refugees; the de
lting of water and the restora tlon of 

<.fle descrt to human use - these,and 
not war or armaments, are the works to 
whie!} my country, and I am sure [;lO\ny 
both in and outs'de the l\liddle East, 
would prefer to ce\'ote our energies. ' 

I turn now to a third momentous 
. problem: the search for reliabl~ pro
grams of internatio-n::>.1 disarmarn8i1t and 
arms contro l, particularly in the field 
of nuclear weapons. _ 

~tep-by.step 'progres~ in this field, 
which seemed out of reach for so Dany 
years, has riwre recently become a real
ity. Significant lir::itations regarding nu
clear weapons h?ve been acceptc::l by 
the nuclear Dow'ers in the Anta:-ctic 
Treaty of 1959; in the Partial ~ucle2.f 
Test Ban Treaty of 1S63; and only last 
year in the Outer Sp::,ce Trec.ty. . 

These successive steps have encour
aged us to contin!..!e to tackle' one of 
the most basIc asoects of the nuclear 
dilemma: the threat of the so re'ld of 
nuclear \RavOnS to n ore and. [no:-e na· 
tions. This poses one of the gravest 
dangers to peace arle1, irldeed, to the 
survival of ma;lKind. The lo nger this 
problem remains, the gra;,'er the danger 
becorncs. . . 

My Go','ernmen t h?-s long t een vcry 
muc~l ali\"e to th!s C1n;2!"". Tn rcsp·Jrlse 

--- it \'ie have given t!;c hi;::cst pr.oril:y 
the 18·:\at;0:1 D;:;::!:'ma.!11C'lt Co,,:m:t· 

t~e to the obj2cti'.c 0: a nor.,pl"OUcra· 
tion trealy. . . 

Last r.lOnth tI:;; lc~ig efort clilmIrated 
in the S:~:ult2r1~O!":S tc~b1!ng by the Uni t
ed StRtc~ and the SC':ict Union of iden
tical d,'afts of a r:on·prolife:ratio:1 tt'ca-

tv -L. CO"lo)ote ' ), . • . •• :~ El a., except Ils f_ 
'''' ard ' S2.e 
eo": prOVIS'O'lS Th, t·,,··s 0" th r . ": . 1>.." ............ 1 1 ..... 500 

d,'a,ls v; !I I C~ a\"21Iao1(' J'n a'o~"'nc~ ~t f . .. ~L.:.·n 

. orn1 to all n·:c;1.iJ2r5 of the G~:' ''-'l 'I 
SC!!lblv~ ..,. L.l".:l~ _~s-

. Con1f'12;'~ Prob!(:fHS Re:filRiri-'" ---.-

Co,np!cx proble:;::; still remair.. Blit 
\':e . <,.re: 11Jfl:f t:l tll?t a · complete t ~Ci\ty 
dnuit, 1:1clu<.1i:16 2. g~n::ii.11~\· 2cceDt~blc 

. saf~g~ai"d provisil):"l j ' v:ilt bc" pre5eL;tr~d t~ 
this S8S5io,l in t' i1:e t·) allow for con-

. ?1der3. ti o;! an:1 2.c~io:l by th~ .A SSC'il!O!\-·, 

.under \;:hos~ gCllC:-31 direction (l,nd gU:d
anee tnis t,caty is being lle;;oti~ccd. 

The pr2sC:ltatio:1 of ~l!C;l a' C0i11D:CtCC 

draft v..-il I, of cours~, I10t b6 ti:c ~r.d of 
the pro2css. T1v;re \ ,,'in rCit1~:in th~ un
dCi·st2.r1cl2.ble d~:::ir~ of cl':·ta!rl nn~"ll' 
Ctc2,t· cOl!ntri es .fc~· 2S:5Ur2;1C~5 ~;'~i!n~4t 
n.lI::lcar blaekma;1. The AssemblY, in ael · 
?lll0!1 to endorsini; the trea.ly as ViC hope 
l~ Will, can m2.~::2 0. sIgnificant contribu
tion to the trcal.v's ob'ec[i\'n o· non-

I
'e' . J '- 1 

.pro l:cratlOn .by helping to ' develop a 
solut l-')n to thiS rel"ted problem. 
· We fully unclerst8.nd that th(' d"?',t-

, • 1 h - .,," 
WIllCd ~\'e b~en t<'.bled in Geneva are 
far ~o? lI,!portanl to admit of hurried 
conSlccratloil by prosoccti\'e si"iptor'I~B +'h . . ., 0. • L". 

.!.! ~ neil cr do~s thrs urgent nlatter ad-
mit of procrastination. All concemed 
power,s. nuclear and· non-nuclear alike, 
shoub pr~ss forward with all practical 
speed to t~1 e eonchlsiOil of a final tre?ty. 
Ind~.ed, tne Ger,cral Assl'mbly itself 
spo:.~ to all of us last· year when it 
GQ~D~nous!y declared in Resolution 21-19 

· First, that. state.s taf:~ ali necessaty 
steps to fac tiltate and achieve at the' 
earliest possible time the conclusion lof 
a non·~roliferation treaty; and 

Secon~, that all slates refrain from 
any ~~t;ons . <;ondllclve to proliferation 
or VlnIC,l nUlnt hampe r the conclusion 
of an agreCillcnt. 4 

• Mr. Presid:rnt, our preoccupation with 
th~ .non'prol!,cratioll treaty has not di· 
fTllnlshed .my Go',ernrnent's concern over 

.other !ll2.Jor I:rob!c;ns in the arms con
trol field. High on the list of t~ln- e " . , .... ;) 
prooicms IS the growing arsenal of st,a-
tegic 6.ffensive a;:d defens iVe missi12s. 
Some tWI" ago we e:,pressed to the So
viet Union .our 'intcrest in an under
standin~ which would limit the deploy
ment or such missiles . 

In the interim, we in the United States 
have been obliged to revi eW carefullv 
our strategic position. Our conclusion 
from this r2,'iew v;as that our s"'~""ity 
including particliIRrly security ;,~u,;inst 
the thre.at of a ~issile attack by 1,;a1n
I ~nd Crlina, r~qulr~d us to emb:lrk upon 
the construction 01 a limited anti·b?liis · 
tic missile system - and I emph2.size 
L1e word "limited." .-

No nation , nuclear or non-nuclpa~ 
should fe el that its security is en~'an~ 
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gered by this decision. On the contrary • . 
to the extent that tile United St?t83 will 
be better able to 1;1.::et its international 
defensive responsibilities, and to' re
spoJ.:ld to appeals from states threatened 
by nuclear blackmail, the preseilt safety 
of many other co untries may in [8ct be 
enhanced . . 

. No JllusIons Oil ::',Iissilcs 

However, we have no illusions th~t 
the cOl1stru.ction 2nd c12.?loyrrleilt of 11lis: 
siles of any kiCld is. the pr2fe,red TOad 
to security. It is not. The events which 
led to OUt' decision simply underscore 
the urgent inlportaIlce of pursuing )12g0" 

tiations on a liraitation of st[?t·:gic o~· 
fensive ?nd defensive missiles. D:;SDitc 
our lack of success thus far, the Unb:d 
States re",ains ready to open talks on 
this subject at any ti me. . 

Mr. President. these developments 
once again demonstrate the urgcr,t need 
not only for a non·p:-oliEeration treaty, 
but for all the nec2ssary steps toward 
gener?l and complete disarmament. Let 
no one imagine that the buildirO" or ac
qui si tion of a nucluli' bomb buy~ cheap 
security. True security for all powers. 
nuclear and non· nuclear alike. lies in 
progress on the entire range of arms 
cor;~l'01 and disarmament measu:'es -
ir.clucl.ing control of the strategic arms 
race, a verifiable comprehensive test 

. b.an, and a cut·off of pc-oduction of fi s· 
slOnable materials for weapons purposes. 
The sum of sueh acts will help to build 
a more secure world for al l. 

Mr. President, the fourth oreat prob· 
lem which I \vi sh to di3CllSS" is that of 
assuring self·determination and full na· 
tionhood to all peoples \vho still live in 
colonia! subjection. . . 

Our Assembly agenda reminds l!S. th2:t 
the work of ending the colcnial a"e is 
far from fi nished . In fact, the ha7-dest 
problems have re mained until t.he last. 
This is true above all in the southern 

. por tion of the African continent, where 
white minorities ha,'e become deiCol'! en
t renched in their dominion over' black 
majorities. In much of th is area we see 
not one evil but two evils which, under 
one guise or another, go hand in hand: 
colonialism and that particularly cruel 
offense against human rights. racial cis· 
crimination. 

The opposttion or the United State;; 
to these twin e',i!s dra'.':s strer:2th from 
two of the deepest elei11cnts in our own 
nat ional life: OeIl' historic sta;;d as an 

. anticolonial power 2i1d o~r continui:lg 
strugg:e ag~ir:st raci:d i !l j U5tiC~ E.i110ng . 
our own people . 

. .. 



i 
I 

i · 

i 

I 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

/ 
I 

My country, ioundcd on tile nroilOSt
tion thet all men a;" c,;:;<lted cC';u3.1- and 
have cqual ·rights before the 12.' .... - and 
-;~rrc})tly engaged in a vigorous nation
WIde program to :na~e tl~"c equ,,!ily real 

.lor all its citizens - c:mnct and Wt!! 
not adopt a double sl3;;darc of what is 
- hapP2ning in thc scuti1'::i'n pan or Ali l'-ot_ 

To th ose ,,:ho ale imoaticnt for re
dress of grievances we s\211 show that 
\'"C sy[np3.th!z~ \ Ilith th~rn c~r1d s~[>port 
tic!r Obj2Ctln:S, cvcn thOll;;h we may 
not ,d\~'ays 2grcc on the spec ific ste(ls 

. to bE: tak:::n by th e international cont
munity. 

To those who, on the othc:r h2nd, re
s ist art change, we shall cO!1tinue to in
sist th at the v;ay to preser\'E! peace is 
nor the submergence of lcbitirnace griev
ances, but th-::ir ti mely redress. Ar:d we 
shall unceasingly bring home' to them 
Amsrica's profound co nviCtion that 
apartheid-lH:e every other form of 
wbite suprc;nacy-is, as my predecessor
'Adlai Stevenson said , "racist in its 
origins, al~ro;;ant in its implementation', 
and, in its consequ,"nces, potentially 
dan3erous fo~ all." 

Mr. President, during the coming'three 
months the General Assembly will ad:
dress itself not only to the quesUo;1s we 
have discussed in this state;nent but to' a · 
vast ran~e of matters affecting the peace 

· and welfare of mankind, both now and 
in the long future. My delegation will 
seek to participate constructi\'ely in th e 
Assembly's many concerns; and on a 
number of topics of pilrticu!2.r interest 
we shalt present proposa ls of our own: 

The United States turns to these tasks 
· in a mood of sober determination. Our 
· distinguished Secretary Ge nera l, in the 
introdLlc tion to his annual report, has 
made clea r his view that this has not 
been a good year fort:le United Na
tions; and We agree with that assess
ment. The fault lies not in the organiza
t ion itself but in ourselves, its members; 
aDd .it is to our own 'policies that we 
must all look if we desire a better' fu
tUre. 
. In serving' the cause' of a just and 
peaceful woild , we are not permltted 
the lUXury of bc;nz easily di scouraged. 
Indeed, th e most forb iddi ng obstacies are 
precisely those which sho uld call forth 
our most persistent efforts: Kor should 

. ,..,.e look for any alternative to the Unit
. ed Nations, for there is none. Year b 

and year Ollt, through an tl:e 'd ifficulties 
that may arise, we must strive to be true , 
bo~h in word and dc(;d, to the perma
nent pledge of peace ?<ld ju stice y;hich 
we, as members, ha\'e made to the Unit
ed l\? tiOiiS and to one another. 

As l iJis Twenty-second Gelleral A5-
sembly opens, t he Ur.ited States once 
aga in so!emnly reaffirms its c,,',otion tD: 
th:?t pledge_ 
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of 

!Peek Ending Frida}') Octobc'i' 6) 1967 

VIETNArd 

The Presidellt's l1.cmarhs in San Antonio lic/ore the National Legislative 
Conference. SCjJ!embcr 29, 19C7 

Speaker Barnes) Governor Hughes) Governor Smith) Congressman Kazen 
Representative Graham) most distinguished legislaiors) ladies and gentle~ 
men: 

. I deeply appreciate this opportunity to appear before ~n organiza-
tion '.",hose members contribute every day such important work to the 
public affairs of our Stale and of our country. 

This evening I came here to speak to you about Vietnam. 
I do not have to tell you that our pcople are profoundly concerned 

about that struggle. 
There are passionate com'ictions about the wisest course for our Na

tion to follow. There are m:';ny sincere and patriotic Americans \\·ho . 
harbor doubts about sustaining the commitment that three Presidents 
and a half a million of our young men have made. 

Doubt and debate are enlarged because the problems of Vietnam 
are quite complex. They are a mixture of political turmoil-of poverty
of religious and factional strife--of ancient servitude and modemlon o'ina 

~ v u 
fo r freedom, Vietnam is all of these things. 

Vietnam is als.o the scene of a powerful aggression that is spurred 
by an appetite for conquest. 

It is the arena' where Communist expansionism is most aggressively 
at work in the 'world today- where it is crossing international frontiers .. 
in violation of international agreements; where it is killing and kid
naping; \\·here it is mthlessly attempting to bend free people to its will. 

Into this mi.:'>;ture of sub\'ersion and war) of tenor and hope) America 
has entered-with its material power and with its moral commitment. 

'Why? . . . 
"Vhy should three P re3idents and the elected represenratives of our 

p eople have chosen to defend this Asian nation more th? .. n 10,000 miles 
from American shores? 

"We cherish freedom-yes. "\ Ve cherish self-cleterminat ion for all 
p eople-yes. "\\'e abhorthe political murder of any: state b;: another, and 
the bodily murder of ;::,1), people by gangsters of WlntC\'er lcleology. A .. Ild 
for 27 years-since the clays of lend-lease-we ha\'e sought to stren&then 
free people against domination by aggressi\'e foreign powers. 
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But the key to all "'e have done is 1c211y our mm security. At times 
of cri sis- before asking Amcric::l.Ils to flght and die to resist aggrcssion 
in a foreign lanc1-c\:cl:yAmerican President Ius fi nally had to ans\\'er 
this quest ion: 

. Is the agg ress ion a threat-not only to the imm eciiate \'ictim-bu t 
to the Unit ed St;~ t cs of ,\mcrica and to thc pe:lce and security of the 
entire '\\'orlc1 of \\'hich \\'e in America .a re a \'Crr vital p:nl? 

That is the qucs~ ion \I:hich D \\ 'ight Eisenho\\'cr and J ohn KCllnccl;: 
and Lyndon J ohmon h:"d to ans\','er in facing the issue in Vietn::ln1 . 

That is the question tILl.t the Sena te of the United States ans\\'Cred 
by a vote of 82 to 1 ,,·hen it ratifIed and approved the SEATO treaty 
in 1955, and to \\'hich the Members of the United St::ltes Congress 
responded in a resolution that it passed in 1961 by a vote of 5O-t to 2, 
"the United States is, therefore, prepared, as the Presiden t determi nes, 
to take all neceSS:HY steps, including the usc of armed force, to assist 
any member or protocol state of the Southe2.st Asia Collccti':e Defense 
T ..' 1 C f't [ ...l " reat)' rcqucstll1g assIstance 111 ( (, ,('me 0 1 S ['eeuom. 

Those \\·ho tel1 us no\\' th(tt wc should abandon our commitmcnt
that securing South Vietnam from armed domination is not \I'orth the 
pricc we arc p aying- must 3.1so anS\\'er this question. And t11.e test they 
must meet is this: '\ \That would be the consequence of lettl11g armed 
aO'!!ression against South Vietnam succeed? 'What \I'ould fonow in the 
ti~;:e ahead? ,\Vha t kind of world are they p rep::tred to 1i\'e in 5 months or 
5 'years from tonight? 

For those who h::l\'e borne the responsibility for decision during these 
past 10 years, the stakes to us ha\'e seemed clear-·and h,,\'e seC'med high. 

President Dwight Eisenhower s::lid in 1959: 
"Strategically, South Vietnam's capture by the Communists \\'ould 

. bring their power several hundred miles into a hitherto [ree region. The 
remaining countries in South east Asia would be menaced by a great flank
ing movenlent. The freedom of 12 million p eople would be lost immedi
ately, and that of 150 million in adjacent lands \\-ould be seriously endan
gered. The loss of South Vietnam would sct in motion a crumbling process 
that could, as it progressed, have gra\'e consequences for us and for 
fre edom ... . " 

And President John· r. Kennedy said in 1962: . 
" ... \Vithdra\\,al in the case of Vietnam and the case of Thailancl 

might mean a collapse of the entire area." 

A year later, he reaffinned that: 

. ""ye are not going to withdraw from tha t eHort. In my opinion, for 
us to wlthdra'w from that effort would mean a collapse: not onl)' of South 
Vietnam; but Southeast Asia. So we are going to stay there," said President 
Kennedy. 

This is not simply an American viewpoi~t, I w'oul~l h ave vou' IcaisIa
tive leaders knon-. I am going to caIl the roll now of those: who 'Ji \:e in'" that 
part of the \\'orld-in the great arc of Asian and P acific na tions--::w d 
'who bear the respomibili ty fo r leading their p eople, ~1.l1d the respo~s ihilit v 
for thefatc of their p eople. . . ' . 

. . 
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WEE'ClY CO/,\PllATION 0;: i'P.ESID;:NTIAL D0CL!,',\o;';TS 

. .The President of the Philippines had this tosay: 
"Vietnam is the focus of attention now .... It may happen to , 

Thailand or the I)hilippines, or (11)\\·here, where\Tr there is miscIT, dis
ease, ignorance, . , . For you to renounce your position of leadership in 
Asia is to allow the Reel Chinese to gobble up all of Asia." 

The Foreign Minister of Thailand s8.id: , 
"(The American) decision \\·ill go dO\m in history as the lYlO\'e that 

. prevented the \\'odel from haying to face another major cOl1flagration," 
The Prime Minister of Australia said: . : . 
"\Ve arc there because while Communist aggresslOn persists the 

whole of Southeast Asia is threatened," 
President Park of Korea said: 
"For the first time: in our history, we decided to dispatch our combat 

,troops overseas ... because in our belief any aggression against the 
Republic of Vietnam represented a direct and grave menace against the 
security and peace of free Asia, and therefore directly jeopardized the 
very security and freedom of our 0\\'11 people." 

The Prime lvIinister of j\Iahysia warned his people that if the 
United States pulled out of South Vietnam, it '\'ould go to th~ Commu
nists and after that, it would be only a matter of. time until they moved , . . . . 
against neighboring states. 

The Prime 1Jinister of New Zealand said : 
"We can thank God that America at least regards aggre.3siori in Asia 

with the same concern as it regards aggression in Europe-and is pre
pared to back up its cone em with action." 

The Prime IvIinister of Singapore said: 

"I feel the fatc of Asia-South and Southeast Asia-will be decided 
in the next few years by what happens out in Vietnam." 

I cannot tell you tonight as your President-with certainty~that 
a Communist conquest of South Vietnam \'lould be followed by a Com~ 
munist conquest of Southeast Asia. But I do know there are North 
Vietnamese troops in Laos. I do.know that there arc North Vietnamese 

,trained guerrillas tonight in nOliheast Thailand. I do know that there 
are . Communist-supported guerrilla forces operating in BUlma. And a 
Communist coup 'was barely averted in Indonesia, the fifth largest nation 
in the world , 

So your American President cannot tell you-with certainty-that a 
Southeast Asia dominated by Communist pO\\'er would bring a third 
world war much closer to terrible reality. One could hope that this would 
not be so. 

But aU that \ve have learned in this tragic century strongly suggests 
.to me that it would be so. As President of the United States, I am not 
prepared to gamble on the chance that it is not so. I am not prepared to 
risk the security-indeed, the sun'ival-of this American Katio'n on mere 
.hope and wishful thinking. I am com'inced that by seeing this struggle 
through now, we arc greatly reducing the chances of a much larger \\'ar
perhaps a nuc1ear war. I \\'ould rather stand in Vietnam,in our time, and 
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by mceting this d:mger now, and facing up to it~ thereby reduce the d~nger 
for our children and for our grandchildren" 

I \\"ant to tLirn no\\" to the struggle in Vietnam itself. 

There are questions about this difficult war that mu:;t trouble e\"Crr 
really thoughtiul p crSOil " I am going to put somc of these qL!cstions" And 
I am goin6" to gi\"e you the very best ~ns'.\'crs that I can gi\"c you" 

First; arc the Vietl1ame3c-"\\"ith our help, and that of their other 
allies-really making any progress? Is there a fOtward mo~"emeat? The 
reports I :;ee make it clear that there is" Certainly there is a positi\"c mo\"e~ 
ment to\\"ard constitutional gO\"erI1ment. Thus far the Vietnamcse h:1.\"e 
met the political schedule th:1.t they la id down in January 19G6" 

The people \\"anted an elected, reSpOnSl\"C government. They \\"anted 
it strongly enough to brave a vicious campaign of Communist terror and 
assassination to \"otc for it. It has been said that they kill ed more civilians 
jn 4 \\"eeks trying to keep them from \"oling before the election than our 
American bombers ha\"C killed in thc big cities of North Vietnam in bomb
ing military targcts. 

" On November 1, subjcct to the action, of course, of the Constituent 
Asser11bly, an elected government ,,"ill be inaugurated and an elected 
Senate and Legislature \\"ill be installed. Their responsibility is de:!r: To 
ans\\"Cr the desires of the South Vietnamese people for self-determimtioll 
and for peace, for an attack on corruption, for economic de\'elopment, 
and for social justice . 

There is progress in the war itself, steady progress considering the 
war that \\"c are fighting; rather dramatic progress considering the situa
tion that actually prevailed \\"hen \\"e sent our troops there in 1965; \\"hen 
we intervened to prevent the dismcmbei"ment of the country by !he Vict-
cong and the North Vietnamese. " " 

The campaigns of the last year drO\"c the enemy from many of their 
major jnterior ba<;es. The military victory almost \,"ithin Hanoi's grasp 
in 1965 has now been denied them. Tbe grip of the Vietcong on the peo-
ple js being broken. " 

Since our commitment of major forces in July 1965 the proportion 
of the popu1ation living under Cornmunist control has been reduccd to 

" :",,-ell under 20 percent. Tonight the secure proportion of the population 
has grown from about 45 percent to 65 percent-and in the contested 
areas, the tide continues to nm with us. 

But the struggle remains hard. The South Vietnamese ha\"e suffered 
severely, as ha\"e we-particularly in the First Corps area in thc north, 
"\ .... here the enemy h~s mounted his heaviest attacks, and \\"hc"re his lines 
of communication to North Vietnam arc shortest. Our casualties in the 
war haye reached about 13,500 killed in action, and about 85,000 

" wounded. of those 85,000 wounded, \\"e thank God that 79,000 of the 
85,000 hm"c been returned, or will return to duty shortly. Th::ll1ks to our 
great American medical science and the helicopter. 

I know there arc other questions on your minds, and on the minds 
of many sincere, troubled A.rnericans: "\\'hy not negotiatc" now?" so 
many ask me. The ans\';er is that Vie and our South Vietn:::mese allies 
are \y"holly prepared to negotiZ!te tonight. 
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I am reaely to talk \\,ith no Chi 11inh, and other chiefs of state 
concerned, tomorrow . 

.I am ready to ha\'e SecretaI)' JZusk meet with their foreign minister 
tomorro\\'. 

I am ready to send a trusted represcntati\'e of i\.rllcrica to any spot 
on this earth to talk in j)ublic or private \\,ith a spokesman of Hanoi. 

\Ve have t\\'ice sought to hZ:1.vC the issue ~f Vietnam dea1t with by the ' 
United Katiom-and twice H::moi has refused. 

, Our desire to negotiate peace-through the United Kations or 
out-has been made wry, very clear to Hanoi-directly and many times 
through third parties. 

: As we have told Hanoi time and time and time again, the heart of 
the matter really is this: The United States is willing to stop all aerial 
and naval bombardment of North Vietnam when this willlcad promptly 
to productive discussions. '\ \' e, of course, assume that while discussions 
proceed, North Vietnam \\'oulcl not take advantage of the bombing 
ccssa tion or limitat ion. 

, ' 

But Hanoi has not accepled any of these proposals. 
So it is by Hanoi's choice-- and not ours, and not the rest of the 

wor1d's-that the war continues. ' 

'Why, in the face of military flnd political progress in the South, and 
the burden of our bombing in the Korth, do they insist and persist \\,ith 
the war? 

, From many sources the answer is the same. They still hope that the 
people of the United States \v'ill not see this struggle through to the very 
end, As one \\restern diplomat reported to me only this week-he had 
just been in Hanoi-"They believe their staying power is greater than 
ours and that th ey can't lose." A visitor from a Communist capital had 
this to say: "They expect the war to be long, and that the Americans in 
the end will be defeated by a breakdown in morale, fatigue, and pSyc110-
loaical factors." The Premier of North Vietnam said as far back as 1962: ;:, , 

"Americans do not like long, ,inconclusive war. " Thus \\'e are sure 
to win in the end." 

Are the North Vietnamese right about us? 

, I think not : No. I think they are ·wrong. I think it is the common 
failing of totalitarian regim'es, that they cannot real1y unders tand the 
nature, of our democracy : 

-' They mistake dissent for disloyalty; 
-They mistake' restlessness for a rejection of policy; 
-They mistake a few committees for a country; 
,-They misjudge individu~l speeches for public policy. 

They are no bette r suited to judge the strength and perseverance of 
America than the Nazi and the Stalinist propagandists ,\'ere able to judge 
it, It is a tragedy that they must discover these qualities in the American 
people, and discover them through a bloody war. ' 
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And, soon or late, they \I·ill c1iscO\·cr them. 

In the meantime, it shall be our policy to continue to seek negotia
tions- co11fidcnt that reason will sor11c day prevail; that Hanoi will 
realize that it j ust can llC';cr win; that it will tl:ri1 a\\-ay from flghting and 
start building for its O\m people. 

Since 'Vorld '\Tar II, this .i:\ation hasrnct and }}as mastered many 
challcngcs-challcnges in Greece and Turl;:cy, in Berlin, in Korea, in 
Cuba. 

"We met them bccause br:.1.\"e men were \';illing to ris~.;: their h·es for 
their nation's security. And bra\·er mcn have ne\"Cr li\-ed th<1n those \\-ho 

. carry our colors in Vietn:lnl at this vcr)" h our. 
The price of these efforts, of course, has been heavy. But the price of 

not having made them at all, not h2_ving seen them through, in my 
judgment would have been vastly greater. 

Our goal h:lS been the same--in Europe, in Asia, in our O\I-n hemi
sphere, It has been- and it is now--pe2..ce. 

And peace ca nnot be secmed by wishes; peace cannot be prcselyed 
by noble words and pure intent ions. "Enduring peace," Franklin D, 
Roosevelt said, "cannot be bougbt 2.t the C03t of other people's freeclom." 

The late President Kennedy put it precisely in November 1961, 
when he said: "\ Ve arc neither \\--armongers rior appeasers, neither hard 
nor soft. 'i-Ve are Americans determined to defend the frontiers of frcedorn 
by an honorable peace if peace is possible but by anns if arms are used 
against us." 

. The true peace-keepers in the world tonight are not those who urge 
us to retire from the field in Vietnam-who tell us to try to find the 
quickest, cheapest exit from that tormented land, no matter \I-hat t~le 
consequences to us may be. 

The true p eace-keepers are those men \\·ho stand out there on the 
DMZ at this very hour, taking the ·worst that the enemy can g ive. The 
true peace-keepcrs are the soldiers who are breaking the terrorist 's grip 
around the villages of Vietnam-the civilians who arc bringing medical 
care and food and education to people ."\\-ho have already suffered a 
generation of war. · . 

And so I report to you that we are going to continue to press fom-ard. 
Two things we must do. Two things we shall do. 

First, we must not mislead our enemy, Let him not think tha t debate 
and dissent will produce wavering and withdrawal. For I can assure you 
they \~-on't. Let him not think that protests will produce surrender. Be
cause they won't. I~et him not think that he \\-i11 wait us out. For he won't, 

Second, we will provide all that our brave men require to do the job 
that must be done. And that job is going to be done. _ 

These gallant men have our prayers-have our thanks-have- our 
heart-felt praise-and our deepest gratitude. 

. , . 

Let the \\-orld know that the keepers of peace will endure through 
every trial-and that \\-ith the full backing of their countrymen, they are 
going to prevail. . 

NOTE : The President s?oke at 8:3't p .m. , c.e1.t., at ·the Villita Assembly Hall in San 
Antonio, Texas_ The specch was broadc:lst national:v. . 

The National Lc6islati,·e Confercnce is an operat ion of the Council of Sta'te 
Govem!1lcnts with headqu.1rters in Atbnta, Ga. The group included approxim::ttely 

:2,000 deleg::.tcs to the Conferencc. 

, 
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SUBMISSIO:\ OF THE YIETSAjI CO.\T'LICT '1'0 THE 
UKI'l'ED '\:~TIO:\S 

THU}~SDAY, KO VEI,D.3ER 2, 1937 

UKI1'ED S TA.TES Sr:X--\.TE, 
.CO:'l[~[!TTEJ~ 0;'- FOHEIGX R EL.-I.TIO X :'; , 

Washingtoll. D.C. 
The cOlll miLlec mct, pur;;uant to no tice, at 10:05 a.m., ill room 

4221, New Scm.te Omee I~uiJding, Senator J; "\Y. Fulbright (ch,'Lrman) 
prcsiding. . 

PreseD t: Sena lors Fulbright, Spnrkn1[)n, M ansfteld, :i\Jor:3e, Gore, 
IALlische, Symington, Pell, )'IcCarthy, anel Aiken. 

The CHAlr.~UX. The committee ,,"ill come to order. 
"W c meeL this morning to con tillu e a series of hearings on the role 

that the Unit ed KatiollS should play in settlement of the Vietrwrn 
conflict. Tbe committee is considering t\\·o r esolutions cOHring tbe 
question of submitting the 'Vietnam war to th e United :-Jations 
Security Council. Both Senate Conctu"'l'ent Resolution 44 , intl'oduced 
by the distinguished Senator from Oregon, Senator :i\Iorsc, and Senilte 
Resolution ]SO, intI'oduced by th e seniol' Senator from :,'Iontana, 
Mr. Mansfield, ,\-ith El7 cosponsors, are being considered by the com
mittee. . 
. V'rT e are very h <Lppy inde ed this morning to \\-eleome the R epl'csen ta

tive of the United States to th e UniLeclXations, Ambasstldol' 1"hthur 
Goldberg .. 11r. Ambassador, ,rill you proc~ed? 

STATET:IENT or lImT. AE'l'lTUR J. GOLDBERG, U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 
. '1.'0 THE UlJITED NATIONS, ACCOT,IPA:rnED BY JOSEPH J. SISCO , 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STA'I'E FOR INTERNATIONAL 
- ORGANIZATION AFFAIRS 

. Ambassador GOLDBERG. Thank 'you very much, 1h. Chairman . 

. and members of this committee. I should like to SilY I am accompanied 
here today by 111'. Joseph Sisco, the able and dedicated . .A:3s is~arit 
Secretary of Sta te for In tema tional Organization :An airs. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I appreciate very much your 
invitation to appear before this committee and to give testimony in 
public session on the important subject of the responsibility of the 
United Nations in the search for peace in Vietnam. This is the grava
men of Senate Concmrent Resolution <14 introduced by Senator :01orse, 
and of Sen ate Resolution 180 introduced by Senator Mansfield and 
many other Senators. . . 

I should like also, ?lIr. Chairman, to express my appreciation to the 
committee which had scheduled me to appe~lI"' last week to defer my 
appearance 'whieh was impossible at thaL time because of a meeting 

.. 
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SuB~IIT \"1[TX.-\:\1 CO.\TLICT TO L:?\lTED X,-I.1"10X5 

iJ ·,~l e Sccmity Coullcil <llld other con;ulhltion::; on the :\fidcIle E;ht cm 
c;lsi::; nL th e D.:.\". I should li ke llIso to th,lllk Dr. :-LH"cY \dlo \\·,lS ::;0 

\~incI n:3 to ,1!"l"IlIlge for this eby II-bich \\-ns mo!"e cO!l\-enlent. 
At. the Ycry ouheL let me S,l}" tlt;lt I ll grec completely \\·ith the 

concep t of the r es pOllsibili ty of the lJ" ni teel :.\" ill iOlls II·hich Linder! iC;3 
both r esolutions. 

In prepllring" my le::;tinl!") [~y I hn I-e t,lkelt 11 0te of Scn;ltor :-Io r;3e's 
commellt ill the hC;1l"ill g;3 befl)re thi ::; committee on Octl)b el· 2G, 
r eferring to SClwtor :-Lln::;ficld's re:;o luliull and I quute Sella tor 
?>.I ol"::;e, \\-ho s:licI in p,lrl: "I t.hink it prob"bly \,-olllcI be: the mos t 
appropri,lle type of re.:'ull.ltiul1 to ::;cllcl to the Presid ent, for, aftcr all, 
this ought to be ,1 te:tmll·o r].;: play." 

I need scarcd,· ,ldel ;It thi::; lim e lll<1t the Sentltor made It Ycn' clellr 
this \\",lS willwllt. prejudice to his O\\"ll ,'iews ill the matter. • 

It is my cor)::;icIercd ,·iel''" t1S th e U.S. Hcpre;;entat i\·e to the United 
Kation ::; that the adoption of Sen,ltor :-Lmsficlcl's r cs"J llltion at this 
time will support the crforts l lllln been making at tIle Unit ed :\atiolls 
fit the direction of the Pre::;ident to enlist th e Securit" Coulleil in the 
searell for pettce in Yietllnm . " . 

. ; U.K. REsrO:';i:;IBILl1'Y U:\DER THE CHAUTE[: 

Any analysis of the pmblem of , U.N. ill\'olnment in Vietnam Illiist 

starL with the United Xntiolls charter. Under the clwrter, the Unitecl 
Katiol)s and its members hn\-e a specific obligation to COOpCl"ll te ill 
the Tlll1intellt1.IlCe of intemational pe;lce anel security. This obligl1tion 
is clearly set forth in t1.1(' prvl"isions of the charter, includin; spec:ifi'cttlly 
the following: . 

Article 1, ~pal"llgrtlph 1, which states the first purpose ·of the Unitecl 
Nations ns: 

To m ,;intl\!n intr'rn,\t iolu! p(' ,(ce and :'rc,lrity, ,1:1d to tlLll end: to take etTI'cti\·e 
colleclil·c mCI1,m!'" for lh·' pre \"('ntion IWe! l"t.: raol·n! of thn:':1Ii' to th e pl'ncC', anel for 
t he supprCSS iO!1 of acts of ag;n'"s ioll or other brCI\chr-s of th e peace, nne! to brillg 
about by pCl1cl"ful me,lIlS, ,1I:d in conformity \\·itlt the principles of ju;;ti ce alld 
illternntioll:tl Lt\,;, ncljll . .;tmr-nt. or sdtl C' rnent of internat"ional di;:Plltcs or situ[\t(ons 
\yhich wight le"d to II brcl\ch of the PCClCt:'. . . 

. Article 2, pUl"11gu1.ph 3, \\"hi C'h inclucl es tlmo!lg the pl'illciples binding 
upon 1\11 membcrs the follo\l·ing: .. . . 

All membcrs sh:l11 ~C'ttle thei r intel"lutionll! disputes by.pruce ful nI l'aIlS in such 
amnnncr tht\~ intern:ltio!ill1 pellce lind sccurity, and jll st ice arc not enrhngered. 

Article 2;1, paragraph 1: 

In order to ensur!' prompt and effect :l·c action by the United Xation", its :\iem
bcrs confer on the Security Council prirn,uy resp onsi bility for the tn:1.intcn[lllce of 
internalioaill pe;; ce nnd sccllrity, and ngree that in carrying Ollt its duties under 

. t his respons ibility the Security Coullcil acts on th e- ir beh'I]£. 

\ . 

: .Article 2.5 : 
The ",[embers of the United -;\ations :1grce to :1ccept nnd CI1rry out the deri;:ions 

of the Security Council in accordlwce with the preset'l t Ch:Htcf. . 

And to th ese pro"isions should be added all of chapters VI ailcl YII 
of th e charter \I·hich confer broad pOII·C!";; on the Sccurity Council for 
the mlli!lten~lOce of int em,ltion,ll pe,lce and security . 
. );Ioreo\'er, it i::; ob\'ious thtlt th ese PO\"·9rs fine! obligiltions of the 
United 2\ations l1.pplyto th e situation in South C1\s t Asia in genel"1t1 
find Vietwun in particubI". 
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S L'B:\IIT '\'ICT.'\,D[ CO:\' YLICT TO 'C':\,ITE D :\':\ T IO:\'.3 

In :::ayin9: this I elm Il'inelful of tlie <1l'gl1111 ent (h ,lt is somet ime..; m~tele. 
both in' <weI ()ut of the l;;,i ted :\",1 tio 17", t!J~\t :::eHl';tl pf the priIlcip~l i 

" parlic:;-the Dell1l)e l'~ltic }~ epubli(' of YictIl~\ll\, the He[111bli c of Yict 
!lam, I1nd th e Pcople',:; Rcpu!)lic of Chiil~l ---nr(' !lot in the Pnited :\":1-
tiolls and th,lt it is, therefore, not <1 :::uitable pbec to d eal \\'ith the 
Yietwlill qUbtio!1, 'l'b e p;'ell.li;;e i:;, of cOlll':;e, :1 bet, but the conC'lll:::ion 
is incorre;:t. The ch:1l'ter e:--.:plil'itly pro\'ide;:; f(lr th e l'cspoI\,;ibilit y and 
parti(' i IJ,::ioJ: of 11\1!llllcr:lbel's; for e:--.:~\mn l e: 

Artil:l e:? , p~mlgl'<l.ph G, pro\'ide,:;- • 
T he Ol'g:\n;z:lt ion ~h:dl Cll"llre tlwt ~L\te5 ",'hiel! :\I'C not :\[cmhel',- of the 'United 

- - Katio!\~!let in ,ICCOI'l:l :: lIC~ \I'itl! tiH'~e priilcipks 50 [ill' :\S m:ly be n ect:::,~:\ry fur the 
m:\intcn:tn c'c' of in tcl'Il:ltioll:1I pe:ICt' :tnd sccurity , 

And article 3:? pl'!,yicle:s in P,lrt, <lllcl I ag<lin quot e, that--
An\' st!lt" which i~ liot !l nl0mb(' 1' of the "enitce! :\';\tio115, if it i5!l p:,!'ty to!l dis

p"t e llnel"r call;:irj"!':ltion by the S ,:curity Council, ~h:tll be iI1\'it ed to p:Il'ticip:1tc, 
\\'ithout \'o t~.', in the di5cu:,;:ion relating to th c di:,putC', 

, ,_ It is cl e ~1i ', ,thereforc, :"[r, Chairman, that the Uiliteel ~ alions ha:; 
n duty t o act for peace in YiclI\~lrn , ,mel that the im-oh'oment of 
Il OlllllCIl\];Ci'::i is no 0];5t:\c10 (0 such a,ction , The qucoil ioIl therefore 
ari;:;es: ,\Yhy lllls sllell nctioIl not t<lkell place? , ' 

I belie':e it \\,'olllcl bc useful to the committee if J re\'le\\' bricfh" the 
record of our enelcuyors in the Security COllllcil to obtain snch actioIl . 

''1!' '* ',' '1(' ,x 

A'l.'TITUDE OF COU:\CIL , ~[E:\IBERS 'l.'OW,-\.RD DBB,-\.'l.'E 

Ambassftelor G OLDBEHG , I t is important to 'note also, :"1r, Chairman 
and gontlemen, that the Soviet Union und Bulgarifl rofused LhrollO'hout 
t o OHD join in the consllitations which Ambassador .\htsui helel ;moDO' 
the Council members. The Soyiot l'evesenti\'tive, ,Ambftssaclor FeelOl:': 
cnko, sent a leUer to th e President of the Council stating his "strong 
obj ections" to the procedure followed by Ambassador .\htsui, and 
charging him w i. th " steps that go beyond the limi.t of his conftdence and 
violate the Securit,y Council's rules of procedure and estftblishecl pril.C
tice," A simibr letter , \'D.S also sent by the Bulgarian repl'escn tuti'\e, I 
need scarcely adel, M r. Chairman, th iLt in om vie,\, and I think in the 
view of many members of the Council Amb assador Matsui acted 
qui t.~ properly in doing ,I',-~ at he di~ and quite I';ithin his authority a,s 
PreSIdent of the Council m rcportmg to the members of the COlmC]] 
the results of his consultations, ' , 

My ol",'n canvass taken independently of that 6f Ambassador :\fatsui 
,confu'mec1 his assessment that the members of the Council were O'on
erally ulllyilling to proceed ''\-1tha sl1bstantin discussion despite"'the 

'strong and express preference of the United States that ,,;'e get on 

.. ,- , " 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

SUH~IIT YIETX,DI COXFLICT TO Ui\ITElJ l\.-\TIO::\S 

\ \ith the debate. I should !1l::;0 like to aeld we did ha\-e somewhat of a 
, Silbst:tutin. deb;lte a;:; h;lPPC'IlS in the U.i\ . even in th e proce:3S of 
. inscribill2 un it em. I made a statc,mcnt of a substl1nti\'e ch:1ractcr in 
support of inscr iption bcceHlsc I could h;1nlly in'oid i t, and other mem
bers spoke to the ;:;ub.,tancc in cle'lli:lg I\-itlt the inscription matter 11::; is 
app,1l'ent from the reconl YOll lliL\-e kindly allowed me to fde with the 
·committee. . 

Ind eed my (,!lm.1SS sho\\'ed thllt this lltl\\'ilIi!lgncs;:; to get on \\- i th 
th e deb,lte \\-as fL)Und e\-en among tho::;e membel'::; \\'ho helel yotec! 
11ffirmatiI'C]Y on inscription in the Illlpe tlltlt sllch a \'Cite might s\\-ay 
th e lleg<lti\-e !lttilucle of the SO\'iet Union and Fn1!lce in pllrticuLll'. 

* * * * ' , 
E FFORTS 0:\ REIU.L}' OF THE AD~lIXlSTIL\'nO:\ 

N ow, ~Ir. Chairm D.n, this is the record of my effo,:ts on behalf of 
the Aclministra tion and the Presiden t to CJ iIis t the United ::\ a tiOIlS 
and specifically the SeGurity Council in the search fo!' peace in Vietn;lm. 

I must cOllfess th ut the failure of these efforts has been my keenest 
disappointment und my greatest frustration during my sCITicG for our 
G o,'ernl1lent at the United ~atious. I fnmkly had hoped for a much 
more cODstructi\'e and positi'-e r.)le of the United I\ ;1tiollS \\'hen I took 
on this assignment for our country. But, '!\lr. Cblirmun, in spite of 
these rebuns, I do not intend, as long as I occupy my present post, to 
diminish my eft·ort.::; in this cullse. ' , .. 

I repeal my cOllyiction that Senator ~b.nsfic1cl's resolution, if i t is 
. adopted by the SellD.te, as I hope und trust i t \\'ill be, will support the 
dIorts I am m aking at the United ~ations :l.t the President's direction . 
''1'he resolution, as I undersbncl it, is intended to express the sense of 
the Senate and appropriately lh\.\'es the timing und circumstances of 
'action in t.he Security Council for rresidentid delennination. 

For my p<1rt, I promise tllis cOlllmittee and tho American people, in 
keeping \\'it~ the spirit of the r esolu t ions Luat you are considering, to 
gerSC\'Cl'C WIth all the resources at my command Lo the end that the 
J ecmity Coullcil ill ay carry Oll t its clear responsibilities under the 
charter \\' i th respect to Vietnam, I shall do so in the conde-tion that if 
there is any contribut.ion that diplomacy-in or Qut of the United 
Nations-can m'1.ke to hasten the end of this conflict, llone of us can in 
good conscience spare D,ny effort or any bbor to make that contribu
tion-no mf1tter ho\\' frllst.rating past efforts may hf1.YC been, or how· 
many ne'" beginnings may be req uirecl. The admirable coumge and 
perseYel'tl.Dce of our men on iheb:l.ttlefic1cl must be fully matched by 
our perseyerance in scel;:ing, through diploJ.Qf'..cy, to find the common 
ground on 'which a fair ane! honorable political settlemen t can be 
built. 
. I t.h ank you very much, ::>11'. Chairman . 

The CHAlmr.-\.i\. Thank you, :'1'11'. Ambassador. 
I t.hink thut is un extraordinarily clear and very fwe statement, and 

I think it cloe.3 great credit to YOLlr representation of this country in 
the U nited ?\ ations. . 

There are a fe\\' questions I '\\'unt to go into quiekl)', much quicker 
than I would lil"e, in orcler that other members may have an oppor-, 
tunity to put quest ions, 

ISTEXTIOX TO RECO:\VEX~ GEXE YA COX FEREXCE 

1Jay I usk regarding the ClUTcnt proposal that j'on h ave or expec t to 
submit, \\'hich- . ' . . 

Calls for thc con\'cning of an intcrnat ional conference for the purpose of esbb
Ihhing ?, permanent peace in Southeast Asia based upon the principl!.:s of the 
Gcne vi! .-\grcements. 

, . 
. ; 
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SUD:--UT VIl:~TX,nI COXFUCI' TO DXITED X:\1'IO:\S 

I s it propel' to interpret tlwt as me.:.ning the s~me [IS the reconnning 
of the GCllC\'~' conferellce uncler the cocl)ftirm~lllship of the United 
Kingdom and the FS.S.J\. , ".-itll the same membership participnting? 

Amb Hss:cdor GOLDBEJ:G. Y es, :\11'. CIHlirnlfll1, . 
. It is intenclrcl to l'E~,t ffi:-Jll om '\'lllingness to h[lye that clone, H is 

. also intencled to ,flc1cl 0. little more fl exibility because thero h,1.YO been 
somo inclicatio;Js from the other side thilt' perhaps some other COll

ference mi~ht be ck3iro.blo. But. li'e would be rntil'dy 'Iyilli rw, flud we 
, \-'ould be llltC'l'preting tbi.') cIn.usc to mean that tho Gcne\'a c~nfC['cllce , 
vnth tho S~lme membership should b8recoll"enecl. 

The Cn,'-ITDl:\X. On se\,<:1'<11 occasions, the other side, the ?\ orth 
Vietl1[1Dle.3e and , I think, as one of yom cit~lt i ons of the Chinose s~lid , 
that th,lt is tue competent. forum in \yhich this ll1::ttter should b e 
settled ; is th~lt not corroet? . . 

Ambflssa c1 0r GOLDI;EHG. Th ere han; b ee;) some recent statcm.ents 
particubrly from Chino. further qU~1lifiying their former position, and 
om fOrD!uhtion W[lS intended to be more encompassing so ilS not to 
exclllc1e· ilny type of intemational conference, bu t we bclicye the most 

' appl'Opri ~lte would be the recom'ening of the Gene",l Confercnce as 
you ha\-e said,.' .. : ..' . . '. : 
. The CH:l.Tn'Ll.x. And from time to time, the Soyiet Union h::ts also 
stated that the conference was a proper fOnlm; is that not correct? 

, . Ambassa dor GOJ,DBE I:G, That is correct, but the Soviet UIlion has 
Dot responded to om repeated im-itatioll to them to join \\-ith the 
British in l'CCODTening the conference. . 

The C}lAnnIAN. I realize that. 
~ . . . 

" . 

' ~~60NVE~IKGOF G~XEV:l. COXFERENCE 
,", 

Let me say, I certainly am sympathetic with your view th'at HUl~oi 
bas b een yery ulll'esponsiYe to these offers ilnd it is quit e b eyond my 
comprehension as to why, I don't understand their reluctance or their 
refusal to do it except possibly they may interpret this move to mean 
the United Nations is going its2lf to undertrrke to deal with the sllb
·stantiye question. Kow, this may be a point, I am not clear, I don 't 
lrno\\', of course, whether or not that is their reason, but jf that should 
b e so that th ey interpreted this as 's, moV'e on our part to use the U .N, 

. to ,solve the problem then they, Dot being a memb er have some reason 
for it. Enn so, I would not agree with their position fi t n11 . I think tha t 
it would be perfectly proper if they would agree to come find submit 
the matter to the United Nations. . . 

But in any case, seeking to find some b asis upon which ,,'e might ge t 
a recom-ening of the Gene,s, conference, it has seemed to me that this 
point is Yer} important. I confess that if this is the purpose, to re
convene the Gelleva conference, I cannot possibly understand the 
attitude of the French Go,emment or of the Soyiet Government in 
Tefusing to t:1ke the positi on III the Security Council that this \'>ould be 

. "a proper mode of procecllll'e because you do not deal \\-ith it 
.substantiTely, 

I think some of the statements of the Soyiets and of the Freneh 
that I huY8 seen and some which 'IOU cite seem to indicate tha t the, 
b elieve, too, that \\e are attempting to use the Secmity Councll' 
itself to cleull'.-ith the substanti,e question; is that correct? 
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'Amb!lssi'.clol' GOLD1:rmG, I shared your apprehensions about this 
111'. Clwirman, p,nd in the inscription clcb,lte ill 19GG dler listenin; 

, to the comments m[Cclc by the So\'ict Union and OY fr,lIlce nnd h~, \ ' ill~ 
, r end some of these editor:ials which !lppeared r.t the time, I specifi.c,'11Y 
fiddressecll1lyself tLl tll<lt proolem in the same light lb you h:l\'C JUSt 
done, tryi>12; to makc Cbll' tlwt while \I'C belic\-c, :lnd had to bclic\'e 
uncleI' the cllllrter, tk,t the Security Council h ad competence, nc\'er-

, theless , in Jight of \ \'}l!1,t, they are saying about it, i t \l'llS not our 
proposal that Ow u..:\'. itself settb the matter, but 1'<1thor, \I'e \I'ere 
trying to get the grel'll. influence and prestige of the Seclll'i ty COllllcil 
b ehind the recon\'Cl\ing of the Genon\' conference, and I think the 
st.atement you made today is ,1 helpful stfltelllcnt. I endorse it com
pletely, and I also am puzzled lI'lly, in light of their contentioll on 
the basis thut the Geneyi\. cOllferenee is the forum, \I'hy lhey Ct111 pos
sibly object lo a Security Council resolutioll which supports the reCOll
vening of the forulU which i t is asserted by them is the appropriate 
fo rum. 

The CH:\lR:\L\X. That, is right. This rel111y l'tlises a question of their 
good faith, in my mind, If thoy really are iu terested in beina of assist .. 
anec in stopping this serious conflict, I am at n loss lo und er~trlDd \I'lly 
they would refuse to reeom'ene the conference if the members of the 
S ecurity COllIlcil so recommend: That \\'ould pl,rticultuly apply to 
France !lnd the So\'iet Union who h::\.\'e boLh on numerous occasions 
stH ted publicly that this wus the \nlY to proceed . 

.ATTITUDE OF XOXPEInHXE:-'--T ME:\IBEHS OF COUXCIL 

Now, I am not aware of the previous statements of some of the 
nonpermanent members of the Security Council. You don't have 
time, of COlU'se , to ouLline them, but in your consultutions, r can't 
understt1nd \I'hy they lI'ould not, at least nine of them, aaree to this. 

, Do you think they ullder::;tund this point? .:> 

, Ambassador GOLDDEHG . I thi nk they must undersblncl it, ~I['. ' 
'Chairm Hn, !l.nd gentlemen. r ha\'e before me the statement r made, 
which is in your record, after the debate that we had in February 
of 1966, and I said this-,r should like to reud, if I mt1.Y, just a pam-

_graph 'or two, 
Now I 5h:\11 turn to some of the questiol13 raised by memoers in the cour~e of 

,our discLlssion, I should like to deal Il'ith ,I'hat was first pointed out by my friend, 
our former President, the Represcntat il'e of Fr:lnce, whose I\'isdom I hal'e learned 
to appreci;lt e very much ,1nd \\'~ose fri endsh ip I deC'ply I':llue, The qu est ion he 
r aised' is :\n important one :\od has been raised by others, the represent:lt i\'E~ of 
Mali, the r epre~cnbti\'(~ of Ugand:J., and it h:J.s been :\d,'crted to by the repre
sentative of Bulgaria and I think was mentioned also by our esteC'mr::d colleague, 
Mr, Fedorellko of the SOl'iet union, Their point is this: It h;lS becn pointed out 

-by them th;lt the GencI'a eonferC'llec at \I'hich nit p:ntie5 to th e conflict arc repre
sented, has been the interIl::ttioml body , ... hich has in th e past de;l lt \dth the 
problems of Yic'tnam, and it 11,lS been c!:limed that it still rem:J. ins the appropri;lte 
body to do so, The Unit ed St:J.tes has no qU:J.rrel with this contention, 'i\-c 11<1\'e 
repeatedly st:lted thnt \\'e would welcome the rccoll\'eoing of the GencI'a con
'ference for this pmpo::c, It has been correc tly pointed Qut th"t the purpose of our 
draft resoltttion is to a:,,:;i5t in what thm far it h:ls not been p05~ibl e to re"Jize, 
the reconvening of the Gene\'a Conference, That 'h;15 not bc'cn possible to realize 
Dot because of any oppo:;i tion on the p:\rt of the United St':te5,Qui~8 the COll

,trarv, Unde~ these circu rn:;tance5, therefore, the choice before the mr:mbcrs of the 
'Security Council is r:ot whether to deal -:\'ith this problr:m in the CO ttllcil or to 
deal " .. ith it in Ger:e\'ll , but \I'hether to dc;,1 with it :J.t all. The door to Ge:\ev'l is 
at Ie::tst' for the time being closcdand the q uest ion we h::l\'c to decide i:;::i pbin 
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!llld simplc one : Do wc wish also to closc thc dooi" to thc U nited i\:1.tiom? lI"hat 
will the peoplc of thc world 5:1)" if \\·c GO? 

Thc CII.\llDLI.:.\" . You haH m,lcle tll!tt \"Cry cleQl" this morning, 
much cleQ)"er than it has enr becil nwdc before, although I think 
y om speech in ~\llgllst \\·ent. n-ry far in thi.s clirectioll. I mllSt. say I 
thought i t \\"[\.s an excellent spcech t1nd I am at a 10"s to unclerstllnd 
why so m,lIlY members of the .:\s5c]l\bly 11,1.\"(, recently mncle speeches 
aitic,ll of our COlll1try, and of the bomoing in \"ie\\" of your speech . 
I CHu't belie\"c they unclcrsLlncl ,,·lwt \\·e l"e:l11y mC,lll. So I flIn pfll"
ticub!"ly plea3ecl tlwt you support this resolution of Senator ~Ia nsfldcl . 
I predict th:1t if this i" properly llimcllecl, ane! I haH en]'y confidence 
it will be by you, thnt this ,,·i1lIll,lke n grent irnp;:e,,::,ioll upon t1. numher 
of tbo:;e pcuple \l"1 tO han b ecn critict!1. I don't scc how thcy could 
obj cc:.t to this j)roccdmc. . . . . . . . 

Senator Sp,ukman? . . 
Sen,ltor S PAHl';:,C\:.\". )'1 r. Chtlil"I11an, let me say thtlt I Cerh1!nly 

endorse c\"erything the Chairrtl1ln lws said. I ht1.\"e been very Illuch 
imprcs:;cc1 \\·ith your sb1temcnt, Arnbassdclor Goldbcrg. It seem:; to 
me that you h,,\"e gone into the matter most carefully and pointcdly, 
and I d on't see much loft to quC'stioll y ou about. 

I am puzzled as is thc C1H1irman , about the attitl,tde of many of 
th ese eonntric:; , as to why they could not accept ,,"hat seems to b e 
th e clcar r esponsibility of the Secmity Coullcil undcr the chartor 
of thc United Kations to tl1.ke some kind of action. It seems to me 
that you b tlye probed in j ust about cvery dircction that YOLl can to . 
find some action that t hey could agree to take. . . . 

'. 

AG REE:'[ENT ON RECO:.\"VESING GE:'\"K'i'A CO:.\"FEItE;\"CE, 

Docs the Gcn e\"!l Conf crence htl '"0 the power to r econvene itself? 
Ambnssrrdor GOLDm~RG. Uncl er the rul es of the conference, the t\\"O 

cochniI"IlleI1 , the So.-iet Union and Gretlt Britain, Inl1y rccom"cne the' 
con fer·cnce. 

Senator SPARK'i:\:'\". But i t cannot be r ecom-ened unless both 
chairmen ag1"8e to i t? " . 

Ambassador GOLDBEIW. That is correct. 
Sena.tor Sl'ARK:'!.\:.\". And so far· the chairmen h ave not aareen · 

t o do so? ·~v .:> 

Ambassador GOLDBEIW. The British ua ve r epea tedly indici1ted 
th eir "·illingnc,,s to cIo so by public statements and by privI1t e letters 
t o the other cochai:rman as recently as in th e Assembly of the United 
N ations last, month." . . 

Senator Sl'AHDL\.:.\". Does the So:viet representati,"e giye r easons 
for hi.s unwillingness to reconHne the conference? 

Ambassador GOLDBEHG. Basicl1.lly, if I were to interpret his r e[1.sons, 
his rcasons are that Hanoi do es not \\·ant the conference recon....-ened . 
He ah ntys SllyS th nt the So,"iet F nion do es not ,,"ant to, bl!t he always 
reads th e st~ltemeIlt:3 made either by Hanoi or the NLF, and my 
interpretation is that that is the bl1Sis for the dec ision taken by the 
Soviet Union. That is my interpretation, :\11'. ClwinuQn . He also 
asserts that they are ul1\\"illing, but thnt is my interpretation. 
" S enator SP.\RK:'!A:.\". How many countries constitute the G eJ.).enl 

Con ference? . 
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Ambass,:.dor GOLD BERG. The Gcnenl Couferellce, there are qui te a 
number. . " . " 
:.The CFLulnr.\:\. Are y ou tilD~ing about the 1954 oue or the 1962. 

one? Tltere 801\, Hine in tL\(; Erst; H in tho second. 
: Ambass'l(lor GOLDBLilG. There arc fl 1o.1'ger Dumbc!·. 
: Senator SP.\R~~:I[A.:\". Hourteen in the one that pren1.i1.3 Put the present 

t ime. I beliel,-e you h':1.\-e put to thorn that \\-e \I'ould be willing to 
proceed ullclor either the 195-1 or the 19G2 un;mgomont; is tlH\,L right? 

Arllba'S s~1. cl or GOLDJE1W. That is conect... Although we do feel that 
if a conference \\-ero to be held it ",ould be highly desimble to deul 
wit.h both is:;ues because it. wouH be nece.3sJ.ry to dc"l with peace in 
the..t part of the \I-orld, and would be highly clesimble to clcal,,-ith the 
problem s ill L fLOS , Cambodi,t, because t.hey are rel <l,tcd problems, as 
weD us ViotUa.lll. 

Senator SI'AHK:lIA.:\. But the melllbership is pOII"erless to act in the 
absence of the agreement of the t\\-O chairmell. 
· :fu.nbftssa clor COLDI3F:HG. That i:'3 correct, Senator Sp:lrkman. 
· S eni\,tor SP_ULK:\I_-I.X. ;:vlr. Ambassador, I want to comlllend you for 

what I consider the excellent job tha~ you ha\'e bcen doing for us in 
the Uni.teel N a.tions and for :yom pre3enbtion here today. 

Ambassador GOLDBEHG. Thank you. . . 
' Senator SPAnK~L-I.i\. That is all, . :1\,Ir. Chairmau . 

... . : :~IEi\IBE RSrrIP OF GEi\EYA CO:\F'EREi\CES 
-! ,'- \ 

The CHAIlDL\.i\. For the record, Mr. Ambassador, unle.33 it is already 
in would you insert the membership of both Cenev-a. conferences and 
also the pre.3ent membcr::;hip of the Security Council? " 

Ambassador G OLDIl1';lW Yes; I sllilJl be very glad to do so. . . 
(The IUn,terial ref erred to fo11ol\'s :) .. ' .' . 

195-1 

Cambodia 
Chinr. (Communist) . 
France 
Laos 
United Kingdom 
United St:tte.:; 
U.S.S.R. . 
Vietnam, Sta te of (South) 
Vietnam, Democratic Republic of 

· (North) I 

. Burma 
C:tmbodia 
Canada 

19G2 

China (Communist) 
"France 
Indi:t 
Laos Z 

Poland 
Thailand 
United Kingdom 
.United State:; 
U.S.S.R . 

' . . .. '.' 

. Vietnam, R<cpublic of (South) 
, Vietnam, Democratic Republic of 

(North) 

I Popuhrly known as Viet :'flnh. . . . "" 
1 During the c0!1 f::renc1! , there ~'er~ three J. .. ~oti?n reprt!st}ntJtlycs in\""ited to sit ~t th') table y,4ith equal 

stat:..!s : one repres~nti!lg the neutr .. !i L\ction. one rcprc3cnting tha l,~(tist bction, and OP..C repres·~nti.ng the· 
rightist [:~c tion. . 

The U.S.S. R. lookBd upon the n~ntfi.1 1 f:!ct:Qn cs rr:1Jr~3 ep.. t!ng the ROY:J1 LlO GI).~rnment~ th~ United 
Stltes lov"":ed upon the rigilt!:st r:J.ction as rep~c3'~:lti:1Z the P.or ;:~l L'\o Go~e;n.rne., t. T!lt~ ~Ort.r0reDc~ an· 
joum~d (or sr.";"en! mOf!ths to p;;rnlit tIt!) tilft?e Ci. C: i0 t13 to uilt:1ng!e t!1 ~ ir connic~in:; chi:,-l.5. Th l? Y fin<~!1~~ 
reached. an c~:-(> e r;1c:1t (in June oC If.iJl) to PSLlhlisl! a go.e~""p.r.l·~lI t or natio ... :!l UrUOll. and it .W:lS this 
goverument 'ilfhich ~CCtptc.j tba ;!gie~:llent5 rc,~cheJ ut tile cl):-:.:~r~:lce . ' 

* .)(- * -l(. 
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PARTICIP/,.'i'IOX n; FOlnrliL.-\'l'lOX OF 17.S. YIET:\',-\:I[ \ron: POLICY 

.I h[tYe [tnotber quc.3tioll . You mily aH.3\I'Ci.· i t or not, j ll5t ns you likc. 
Did you or :\1r. Si~co jl;lrlicipate in formub.till g our gOHmment's 
Yietnamcse policy in caHyil\g Ollt of the ,\·;).r? 

. Ambass::dor GOLDBEr:G. I \\'oulc1like to say thi3: I am often talked 
to ab out tl1e3c m<'l.tter5, 1wt I do opel'.1.lc uncle:' the r C.3trict ions thilt :ere 
i!11P?5C cl by the Un~tcd :I:\o.ti?n~ J>ul'ticipcltio? .:~ct b)' COllgTe~s , ".-h~ch 
I thmk are il pprOprlilte rcslnctlOl1S. ,A t the D.N. I stu. te Hi e Yle\\'POlLl t 
of the U .S. Go\-emmen t ilS de( E'T'lll j ilC:cl by the Prcsicl cnt, and I h;),\"e 
participated in many meetings, hOli'e,'er, on the subject of Yie tnaDl. 

. Senator AIK:rJX. I notice in the L:'5t par<1gmph of your statement 
you say th'1(. you promi 'Sc to p (" ·.3el"('1'e \\'it11 all the re30U!'CCS [tt your 
comm.md to thc end thaL th e the Secueily CouHcil may CUl'ry Ollt its 
cleftI' l'c3pon:3ibilitic;; unclcr the ch~11'tcr \I'itl! respect to Yir.lll.'llll. 
· 1\0\\-, the rcsourccs iLt your command \\'ould be ,dl[ltc\"cr the Presi-
dent decidcs YOU should h[tye? . 

Ambussa dor GOWBE.f.G . That. is correct, and I am confident th[lt 
those r esources will be <1,\"ai1o,b1e if Lhe Scnate secs fit to pass this reso
lution. 
· Senator AU(E:--<. Of COUl'3e, I will say this, It is entirely p03siblc thaL 
the Presiclcat and the Secretury of State might not sec eye to eye on 
the dco-rec of re30Ul'CeS which YOU should huye. 
· Aml~uss[ldor GOLDBEHG. 1Ycll, :r know only one way to use my 
r esources and that is to use them fnIly. I don'L know any other way to 
usc thcm. 

Senator AIKEN. Yes, I am saying tha.t. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 
The CII.-\IR:lIA);'. Senator Mansfield? 

LBIITATIOXS APPLICAELE TO TUE U:C;ITED NATlO:\S 

Senator 1\L-\:\SFIELD. 1Ir. Ambas'sador, I want lo congn'ltuiate you 
on an excellent statemen t. I think you haye put the question in proper 

. perspective before this committee. I very much appreciate the colloquy 
between you and the Chainnan of this committee I'ehtiv-e to the limita-
tions \\'hich apply to the U . .N., and a recognition of the faet that it is 
not the U.X . ,dlich will make ~he fmill decisioll but, let us hope, some
thiuo- li1~e a I'econyened Geneya conference, . 

Tbis r esolution do cs not hand you any blank check, [md I think that 
ouo-ht to be 1,ept. in mind . Ko1' docs it alio\\', if it is passed, any authority 
to the U.N. to dictate a peace in Southeast .c\sia, . 

1IAI';"SFnJLD RESOLUTION IS ADVISORY 

TLle pending resolution is entirely aclnsory, at least the resolu'tion 
.cosponsored by 5S Senators. It places th e President in no straitjacket, 
It- leans the conduct of foreign policy on Vietnam where, in the end, 
only it can be, in the hands of the Prc.'>ident.. 

In my Yle\\' the adoption of this resolution would say to the Pres
id ent n10st respectfully, that the Senate hopes that he would s'ee the 
desir~lbility of trying again to open the question of Vietnam to formal 
consideration by the U.:\': Security Council. Furthermore, we would 
say to him that we think it is desirable to t ake timely no~e of the 
deep concern oyer Vietrl11m which has b eeri expressed by more than 
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.. 100 n ations during Lho Clll'l'Ollt session of th e General Assembly find 
t ry to com'orG th e·:;a \\'ords of COllCOl'll into a U .K . action for peace. 

' Ve ,,'ould suy furth er by the pUSSflgO of tbis resolu tioll , ill eiTect, 
that if a U.K . contribution to poace is n()t forthcoming i t ought. not 
to be b ecause this Nation has been unwilling to ~<ct positi\'ely uIlcler 
the ck'..rtcl'. ' . 

On tllO contran', we would ask the President to considor mukinO' 
cletlr to tho worlel tha,t I,his Nation will submit th e issues of Yio~ 
Dam to the forDlal prOCCclli!'CS of the Securit.} Council in an effort to 
moYo tho s011rch for soIl! tiOllS from the battlefield to the nego t.in ting 
table. . 

In SUill, the SennLe resolu tion would suggest to the President that 
he consider acLing on th e premiso th at. tho U .N. could be 11 point of 
entry to th e rOfld to poace O\'OLl if it is not tho pbce where peuce is 
nego tia t.ed in the end. . . . , . . 

The U .K. mny not Pl'On! useful in this connection, but no one can 
blame the Presidell t or this 1\ ation of not aclilJg in good faith to try 
to find out by an initifl-t i\'e im'oh'ing yotes \\'ho is willing to try for 
a just pcace by this route llnd \\'ho is not \\'ilJing. . . 

In my j uclgmCll t, win, loso, or dne w, this l\ it lion lws enrythil1g to 
o'ain and nothing lo lose by taking that initiative. ' . 
b T hank you, :\lr. Chairman. 

The CIL\.IlnL\:\". Sen[ttor ?v1oRsE. .' 

COOPEK\'l'IO'" I e; SE'l'l'LE)'IE:\"T OF VmTN',BI I SSUE 

Senator ?>.loHsE. Mr. Ambussaclol', I think you haye made a power
ful statement thi.') morning. ;,ly predicti.on is, in light of future dC'\'clop
men ts in Asia , it is going to b e a his toric one. I hflvc in mind yom views 
in recrard to U nitecl l\ a tions p:1rticipa tion and settlemen t p[ this war 
frombt.he Hl'Y b e2 inniug. I think I yiolfltc no confidcnce by saying, at 
your im-itation, f 'wen t to your Supreme Court oIl:i.ce three days after 
your Tlpmillat ion and prior to your confirmation and we talked about 
my vicws in regflrcl to Unit ed 1\ ations responsibilit ies. You will rec:lll 
at the time of the st.eel case we were doml at the ,\Yhite House to
crether and the Pre~iclent asked us ~o talk about it fmthel' . 
b I mention that .only b ecause I think many people do not kno'w 

'what the President's positioIl was from the yery beginning. There is 
no doubt. that he has always 'welcomed appropr iflte United N fltioDS 
participation and in~el'ventio~ in tl'}~ng to se,ek D.. p eace if!. Southeast 
Asia. And, as you pom t O'ut thiS mOl'lllllg, as h1s Ambussaclor you hlwe 
soucrht fa serve that purpose on the P8Xt of the President 

It is true, as you point out in yom stateIllent, that I quickly endorsed 
the Mansfield resolu tion. I n that record which you (!ccurately quoted 
from I pointed out I thought'it was important that we build a bridge 
betw~en the CongTess [Ll)d this Adminis tl'[l tion in trying to resol ve some 
of these foreicrtl policy dift'erences . I think i t is a greJ.t mistake v;hen 
people don't ~nl.rlt to cross those bridges. You have crossed one this 
mornino- by appearing b efore this committee in a public hearing, as I 
think }~Ou sboulcl ha ye done, as you were always willing to do, and 
which I think is 'in ke eping \\ith our whole system of r epresentutiYe 
government. . : ;' 
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N o\\', as fill' as neulL"nlizcltion wc h~l'\,'e 'sniclthilt' we do not as n. 
mat.tf.'l'. of principle, find 1}'cpe:1t l~crc, do nOTt} in any \nlY oppose 
neutmh7.'lhon ot SouLll \' lCt.i),lrll If South 'letnUlQ wants to be 
neu tml. IThy do I not e:-;(c:llcl it to ~o;-th Vietno.m? I\e would ,\'clcome 
the neuLrlllizatioD of :Y<lI'Lh Vic LllitlU bllt I am beitl O' realistic. i\orth 
Vietuo.rn is fl, Cornmuni..; L regime, pr~fesseclly so , anel I don't \\"(mt to 
put a b urrier in the Wlty of settlernent by adding a ne\\" term since 
my idea is to h avc it sct.Lkment. If we, the United StfltcS. \\"ere to 
put fOl'\\'ard a position ttJilllY th !lt the price of a settlement in' Vietnilm 
is " a neutralization of 1'\ t>lt11 Vietnam" we \youlcl be putting i1 barrier 
in the \\"~ly of a settlellll'llt in light of the nature of their r egime , 
So ,,'e h a "\e. gor;e flS fill liS \\'e can reason::tbly .2;0 in s::tying tha t so f il l' 
as U.S. p oltcy IS cOllce lw:ll, if the p eople of South Yietno.lll \\"!LUt to 
be neuLm l, nOllilli ned tllaL is their decision, that is acceptable to the 
United Skltes . . . . 

T he CHAm~L-\'K. I think Senator Gore h us raised a ycry valic1 point 
that has bothered me , 1)[IL it seems to me this is the kind of question 
that the conference at G011(:\-a should decide, , Ve don't hnse to dec ide 
that ill ad\'al1ce. It is a problem that has uhvays bothered me . 

. . Ambusslldor GOLDBEI(l:. Yes, I would agree that is a proper subject 
wit.hin the competence of the conference. I gllse an interpretation . 
. Senator G01:E. NIL Cltltirmall, the contradiction has not b een re
soh-cd at all. The resOl llLioIt pro\-ides that the Gene,'a ae-eord would be 
adequate bllsis for peacdul settlcrnent. The GenenL accord docs not 
pl11ke reference to two sCIl<i.rate poli tical entities ; in fact, i t defini tely 
rules them out. 

T he CH.-I.IK'L\)i. The SCIHltor is corrcet, but there is a proposal for 
discussion before Lhe Sccllr ity Council to seek a reference. They don't 
h ave t o accept this il'ltel'!>rctation. 

U .S. POSITIO K 'J.'O\\":\ HD NEUTRALI'ry AS BASIS FOR PE,-\.CE 

" Sen~tor GORE. I know, o ut wltn.t"is the'position of the U.S. Go\crn-
. ment? This is the point Il.t which I am aiming. .' . 

. Ambassador GOLDnEllc: . i\Jay I ftllS\\'er i t . . . 
S enator Gorm 'Will \\'e accept the neutrali ty of Indochina as !1 

b asis of peace? ',"Vill we, ill hct, accept rel1ll.iuccLtioll , self-determination 
of one country? Will we, in bct, b e sati"fied with the Genenl. accord as 
a b ftsis for p ei1ce? I t ftpp0ars now that we will not . 

T he CH,-\'IR~IAj'\ . I am !lot sure about that. 
Ambass::tdor GOLDUl-:IU:. I want to make i t, explicitly cle,Ll' and i t 

does not upp e!ll' to be 1\(>\\'. "l,Yith dlle respect, I \\'allt to make i t· ex
plicit!y clear \\'.e accep~ l it e Gene"a accord ~s a busis fo~' peuce, ~ also 
want to rru:rl:c I t expltcil ly deur \\'hell. \\'e of te l' f1 r esolutlOn that 1S the 
offer. lYe tHe ready to he:ll' other \" iO\\'5 , including the \"ie\\'5 of this 
committee. "\Yhen I put a pi ece of pa.per for inform,'t,l discussion, i t is 
qui te ~lgre.e,tble to .m e . ttl pu t ;l. piec~ of pcq::e1' b e[o1'o the Security 
COllocll \nthollL gl)ll1g 1I\ (,() contl"ll\-erSl~ll cl et:ul, saymg \\'e accept the 
GeIleV!l accord :lS 11 o :b i.-; fo r pellce. II' e ask for the recom-elling of th e 
con ference and \\'e rec()~lli:l.e the competence of the conference to 
settle, adjudicate iL or rci:tl cll problems. I am perfectly \\'illi n<:; to pu t 
that in the resolution :ttl ll I think thn,t m eets your point of \"i(m-, 
Senator. • 

The CHAIR:\L\" . The S('llator from Ohio . 
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PILUS}; FOR DOCU~(I:.::\T~\TIOX OF U .5 . ,EFFORTS I X U.X. 

·Senator J..Jc\.{; SCHE . .:1mbJ.ss:1dor G oldberg, I am gr,ltciul to you 
"for your v ery lucid prcsentu.Lioll Hnd docunlcnl:1t ion of the efforts of 
the United Slde.3 to b1.\·e the Unitecl.i\atiom take j uri.3cliction of tLte 
Vietll,'.lll dispute. 

Unfortulla tely through the pr op,lgtlIlCb of the Communists llnd 
in m any instctl1cc.3 through statemcllts of uninformed incli\·ichwls 
wi thin our o\\·n country, the impres,;ion hIts bcen g,lincd thllt \I·e 
sought t o eSCILpo the rights nnel th e po\\·o rs of the Uniled ~ u.tions 
to intervenc for the est:lblislllllent of p etlca in l1.reilS of the \I·orld 
wherc yiolence existed. . . 
, Your prcsen tll t ion r egrc ttably \\· ill n ot b e he[trd fully by the people· 
of the K alion. But the documentation which YOll h,,\"e g i\·en refutes 
completely eycry Ilrgull1ellt that h as b een madc that, our Go\"Crn
ment has not ext ended i ts efiorts to haH the United 1\ a.t ions t ,lke 
jurisdietion. 

I want t o chronologic,llly fo11 o\\- your prescntu.Lion of \\·hat has 
b een d one. Y ou cito the eITorts of the Cc.mbodian GOHrnrnent to 1:1\-e 
the UIlited Killions check to ascerblin \\-hethor 01' not: there werc 
unb.wIul tritl1sgrc.ssions on their bord er by· the Communists. And the 
United Nations d id take jurisdic tioll, but Cambodia finally dropped 
its petition. Is that correct? . ' 
- Ambassador GOLD BERG. T hat is correct, Sena tor. -

*. -l(. 

I S CESS~\''J.'IO:\ OF BO::UBIXG ·l'R.nn:QUISITE '1'0 SET'rLDIE:\T? 

I I h a"\-e been slwc};: by the u 11an i LDou~ r ecommendatioll of all the 
witnesses who hayc come up on the ~ Iansfiel cl and :i\lorso resolutions 
h erctofore to th e efrect, that wo didn't h11"\"e a chaJlco of securing action 

. in the Security Council unless thero was a cessiltion of the bombino· 
first. Each "\\·itne.3s stated this in the record. . 0 

I was wondering \\-bat your 0\,:11 V10\\·S wore \\·ith regard to this point. 
Ambassador GOLDBEHG. "lYell, my o\\·n yiew abouL th,lt is that at the 

moment that is IJI"obably not tile cl otennining factor. It may afr'ect, us 
I said, other cOHlltrie.3 , but tho c1eLeullining factor from the standpoint 
of countries that could obstruct S ecurity Council action has b een this 
concept of no cOlJ1p etence , bec:Hlse Hanoi S[LYS no competence. But, 
as I l1[1,\-e said, I don't think it serves their interest to pursue that, ilnd 
I am going to make another eflort. 

SeD a tor F ELL. BuL would i t not b o correct, to put i t in a more 
affirm 0. ti \-e way, tlw t the ch ances of. success of some positive action 
involving either r esolution would be better if there "\\-ere [L cessation 
of the b omLing? 

. Ambassador GOLDBEl1G. I don't, fr ankly , know the answer to that 
question b ecause of the experience that we h ad during tho bombing 
pause. . . . 

Senator PEI,L. Excuse me for intelTupting, I do not mean a b omb
in O" pause. I am among those "\\·ho are rather concerned at the idea of a 
P;;'lSC b ecauso. I can see the thillg blo\\"ing up fmth er at the end of i t. 
I mean cessat-wn. . . 

Ambassador GOl,DDE HG. E\-cn with respec t to that . You will r e- · 
m ember I said tltaL at tlwt time when we were engaged in :m indefinite 
p ause, I consulted. 2\ ow, the viewpoint theu on the p art of many 
countries was that if thi s w.us the situatio~ we ough~ to den.'lop privf.te 
diplomacy. If we brought It to the S ecLLnty CounC'll, there would be a 
public expositioLl, people would haye to .take a .position, il nd it would 
b e far b eLte!", thei·cfore, to explore by pn\-ate dlplom,1cy the prospect 
of another forulll, the Gen e\·ll conference, and so on. 

So I re <111y cannot hon estly s,"y. . . 
I ,,"ill SilY in candor, ill anS\\"oI" to your remark, that I have no doubt 

that that ,yould dl"ect thc judgment of some. But ,...-i th r espect to 
those cou utr ies that Cel!l obstruc t th e action , those with the veto 
po~:er , at tlte mome~lt I don ' t think it ",·ould afrect .their judgment. 
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" Senator PELL. High t" I a pprccifl t e :rom posit ion, and yom ofFicial. 
posit.ion, too. But 1 think the recor d should n?ry cl eJ.rly sho\,- th at 
every wito ess '\\'110 h,ls come hac on this resolution h~s SpCCW.C:.1Uy 
stated th,lt the resolu t ion did not hllve [t ChUllCC ullle::s there was <1 

cessation of the bombing. 
A.mb[~ss~l, d or GOLDBr:nG. Sel\ator, I might say this is a subject I 

am quitc Pl'cp,lred to t,~lk [tbOl~t; ,I'e tulk l,bOUL c"i-el'ylhing in nego
tiatinz u. resolution, but I am qui te cleal' in my 011'11 mind tho.t on 
th0.b2sis of C,'Cl'Y tdkIui1Ye. h~cl this is not the dctenlli.ning fac tor 
for the So\-iet 'Union and pCl'h[tps Jtro.nce, but thr..t' docs not llle~ll 
that wc ought noc to try. 

Senator PELL. Tk\nk you. 

VIETCO",G MILIT_-\'HY B~\SES A:\"D FOECES 

J;'inally, I lu"c one specific quest ion on your tes timony in connec
tion with the draft resolution, sectioll (b), the sarne one th:tt S cn[t tOl' 
Syminglon drc\l- our El.tton tion to. It St\YS-

Th[lt there should be no milit:).!',)' for ce5 or b:1585 il1:1inbinecl or supported in 
NorLh or SOllth '-ietn(1,m other th::m th ose under the coatrol of the rC3pecti\'c 
go\-ernments, [lnd all oihcr troops [Iud !ll'lflcd pcrsonnd should bc \\'ithdr",,;n or 
demobilized " * *, " . ' . 

Docs this apply to the Viet,cong? 
Amb[tsso. clor GOLDBERG. Y cs. 
By the way, this is not intendcd to be [\, fonlluln,tion of oms. This 

is intended tc be our interpretation of \I'lult the Gene\-o. ~l.ccol'ds woulcl 
require, and again this was put, and specificfLlly put by me in the 
form of n, q ucslioll to thc othel' side, is there dis:'lgl'ecment the.t this 
is what the Geoont [),ccords r equire? . 

Senator PELL. BuL would t.his no t , in fact, be almost e. preycnti,e 
factor in anything coming out? In other words, \\-o uld it be concei\-
ablc, in yom nel\-, t,hat that p Ol'Lion of SOl!lh ,\'i eln,'lm \\-hich is 
undcr Communist discipline or Vietcong discipline would willingly 
drop its We i1.pOnS and demobilizc \\-hile those ,Portions which are u ndcr 
the ICy govcrnment's rcgime maintaincd thCll' II-capons? 

Ambassador GOLDBEHG, .A.gain, I \I-ould anS\\'cr in terms that the 
Chairman put it . This is \I-hat the Geneva accords, in our vie\\", pro
vide ; and therc is a Dlatter which ought to be discusscd in tbe Geneva 
conference as it \ras discussed in 1954 and in 1962. Thcre \I-ere deci
sions made in both 19.54 und 1962 a bOll t the disarming oj il'l'cgular 
forco;;, and thi;; obyiously \I-ould be a subjecL appropriate for dis
cussion in the Geneva conferences. This i;; not put fonnll'd to be 
any barrier. " . . ' . '. .' 

Senator PELL. I understand. . 
_ Amb assador GOLDBEHG. As I said, the langu age of the resolution 

is subject to discussion , This is intended to be a statemcnt in response 
to the statement ,,-cry often made that \\-e don't state ,,-hat \\'e think 
about the G ene\-a accords. This i;; what we think. lYe are ready to 
taU, about II-hat otlrc[' people think about the Genen'l accords , 

S enatoI' FELL. Right. I think \\-e han made a great st.ep forward 
here today in the 11ssel'tio'n of our \\-illingne;;s, if necessary, to negotiate 
with the represcntatives of the ~LF because tlwt h[tS bee n an in
hibiting factor. 

AmbtlSSaclor GOLDDEHG . ,Yell, I think the Pre.sident has frequently 
said that is not an insurmountable problem, and I \I-as repe a ting it 
in that context. . 

Senator FELL. I understand and I thank you very much ·and I 
think wc arc very lucky indeed to ht1ye YOll as our Ambassador to 
the United Nations, and I \I'ish you the best in your eil'orts along 
this li ne . . 

Ambassador G OLDBEgC. Thank vou . 
The CIHUDL\"" Seo[ttor ~IcCarthI? . 

, . 96 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

SVB~IlT \"1E1'':\.·\:\1 COXFLICT TO V::\ITED .:\.-\ T1O::\S 

U.s. lYITHl>R.-I."\"\"'-l..L OF THOO1'S FICO}! YlBTX_-I.:\! 

.Sen a tor ::\ rcC:\ TtTHY. ::\11'. Amb;lssildor, I h·a Ye n, f ell- q ueslions, one 
which mon:3 un from thc r eference SCllator Pell lhlS made tu Your 
-elisCllssion of thc GCllCI-!"!' acco]"(L. Do I unclel"st8.ncl that tbis i; the 
Administrilti.)n's position in the "Cllited ~a t ions , should these other 
condi tions pre\-ail: lk"l,L you would ,,·i t helm II· troops '? 

. Amb:l:3:3ador GOLDl1EHG. This I:=; II-hat the GeIlcI-,l accords pro\-ide 
anel wc saielwe \1·ouIcl be \I·illing to use them as a ba :3is for settlemcnt. 
. Sen atur ::\[CC:\f\THY, Is thi." finiiLccl to \\-hat.luppens ill Yictn ,1 Ill? 

Amba;saclor GOLDBERG. I um :;ol"1'y I am Hot [oUuI\-iug you. 
Senalor ::\[CC:\RTHY, The cOllsidel"lltio n of \\-hether you \\-ould 

,YJtheln1\\- is limi ted to \\"hat mig-ht lWjlpcll in "\'ieLllflffi . Docs this hflye 
referencc to othcr parts of Soulll(,tlst ~\.si'l or not? 

Ambass:1dol' GOLD13EI:G \ 'Ie are fl lso very intc1'c:3ted in obseryance 
of the 19G2 accords in Laos, Yery much so. \\'e \I·ould like the Laos 
accord to he complicd \\- i tho . 

Senator ?\[CCA.RTHY. \\' here \I-ould tLis l ean~ us in the lio·ht of I\-b,cl 
the Secrctary of SlaLe said in Lis rn ther well publicized P~C3S confer
ence of October 12 II·hen he talkedlcbout the threat of a billion Chinese 
with !ludea,]" weal?olls to all Soutbeast Asill und beyond that to the , 
United States itself'? . 

Are we going to 1e,tYe this criticlc1 area open to a billion Chinese if 
the Clllcstioll of South Yictnam :;!toulcl be settled \\-ith ill the limits YOll 
have- defined or not? ~ 

Amba.,;sador GOLDBERG. I think tlwt qucstion ought to be adclrc:3sccl 
to the Secrelary of State. 

Senator ::\JCC_-\.lI.THY .• -\.11 right, I will fl sk the Secretary_ 
Senator PELf" 'Yhen? 

. Senator ?\Io r:SE. 'Yhere? lLaughter.) 

IS PROC EED!);G THROuGIl TlI E u.X. _-\'X EXERCISE OF FuTILITY? 

' Sen ator :'I IcC.\ltTIlY. One otlter qu est ion rcbting to that press 
confer ence. You secm to think that Droceeclillg this 'I·a"\" throLl olt tlte 
United l\ at ions is \\-ol'tliwhile, at least the cfrorts yo"u tire t~clkiIjO" 
.about , el"ell thou~!t i t. may not come to very much. • " 
.. Now, the Secretary, when he held a press conference, stlid about 
what YOU h al-e s1li.d i.n terms of process but then said, "On the other 
.hand " there are some prohlem.s ahout going through nn exercise of 
futility, if tbis is whut it appe,lrs to be, to scctisf.y some critics umong 
.our O\I·n people." 
. This is not part iculnl' to th e process he was thi.:lkillg '1bout. But, 

.on the record, you don't think this i:3 nccc:3stll'ily an exel'·C'isc of fu tility? · 
Amb'lssfldor GOLDnn~G. If I thought it WllS an exercise of futili ty , 

. I would not englcge in it. . . . 
_ Senator l-.l CC Ar.TlIY. Ycry good. Thank you ver_y III uch . 
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.EXTPvl\C11S IiTIO~ ·l l'~O:l~11 VI~~TT':':'L·lE.33 STr\7~,u=?IT3 orr 
'IIM FO"l.TR POlj\TS 

(Report, of Phar.iVan Dong to NatioD<::l Asse:7lbly April 8) 1965 -
Tab H} pp. 1-2) 

" •.. The uns"\·Te:::-vin,::; policy of the DRV Govern;nent is to respect strictly 
the 1954 Geneva agreer:lents on VietIl2.ln and to i mplement correctly . their basic 
provisions as erabodied in the following points. • ." 

"T'ne Govern;-;1ent of the DRV is of the vie,., that the stand e~"pounded. here 
is the' basis for the soundest political settlel7lent of the Vietnael :problern. II 

"If this basis is recoGnized} favorable conditions "lTill be created. for 
the peaceful settlel:lent of the Vietnanl people) and it "rill be possible to 
consid.er the reconvening of an international conference alone; the :pattern 
of the 1951~ Geneva conference on V:Letnam. 11 

," 

"T'ne DIW.Goverl1!T.ent declares that any approach contrary to the afore
mentioned st811d is ina})pro:priate; any approach tending to secure U.N. inter ·
vention in the Vietnam situation is also inappropriate. Such ap:proaches are 
basically at variance with the 1954 Geneva agreements on Vietna:n. • ." 

--------------".-----------=--
(vrJA statel7lent rejecting 17 non-aligned nation appeal -
Tab J) pp. 1-2) 

"To settle the Vietnam problem at :present) the only correct vay is to 
carry out the points laid daim by DRV Premier Pham Van Dong on 8 April 1965. 11 

"The DRV Government is of the vie"T that the above-ex:pounded stand is 
the basis for the sound~st political sett1er:lent of the Vietnam proble,>! . If 
this basis is recognized. ) favorable conditions will be createu for the peace
ful settlement of the Vietna~>! problem and it ',;"i11 be possible to consid.er the 
reconvening of an international conference in the pattern of the 1954 Geneva 
conference on Vietnar:l. II 

"The DRV Govern:nent declares that any approach contrary to the above 
stand. is ina:ppropria"'c.e j B-Yly a:p:proach tendinz to secu:ce a u.rr. intervention 
in the Vietna'll situation is also i~~a:9:pr'o?riate) because SUdl a;:rproaches are 
b asically at variB-Ylce ''''1. th the 195L~ Geneva agreements on Vietnc.;"""1. " 
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(Att2.cl\: on ?..cesident Johnson's Lay 13, 1965 speech - Tao r,i , p. 2') 

"'Ine DRV Govern!ltent has shOlm the~c. a most correct HB.y out i n the f our
:point stnnd prssented by Prer;d.cr Foam Van Dong at the second session of the 
D?V 1:0."..;io"2.1 Asse;:;'b1y -- that is) to ,-ritl iG.rm.,r fr08 South Vietn8.r:i ) stop its 
acts of '-Tar' aGainst the Domocr2.tic Republic of Vietnx.l ) and let the Viet
nar.tese pcople settle themselves t heir own affairs .•• . 11 

(DRV Foreic;n l,:i,nistry statement on suspension of U.S. Attacks) Hay 18, 1965 -
Tab 1;,. p. 2 ) 

II Tne DRV Government affinas once again that the four-point stand made 
public on 8 April 1965 is the only sound basis for a political settlerllent 
of the Vj.etna11 problem. II 

(No DlW re2.ction to Canadian disclosure of mission to Hanoi - Tab 0, p. 1) 

liThe Fo:ceign ytinister stated repeateclly that the four conditions i-Thich 
had previously been outlined by the Prime Hinister of Horth Vietnam on 
April e, t aken as a whole , represented the Hanoi eovermlent ' s approach to 
a settlement . 1I 

CNhan Dan protests U.K. GoverDlc.ent ' s cOlmivance with U. S. 
7 J une 1965 - Tab p )p . 4) 

"Once again , ire stress that the Vietnam problem can be solved only 
in accordance i·ri th the four points mentioned in the statement and resolution 
of t he DIW Govern;l1ent and Natiorl2.1 ."'.ss embly and the five points of t1ce 22 
Harch 1965 statclEent of the HFLSV a.Dd on the condition that the U.S. im
perialists stop their aggression, iTithdra,·, from South VietnaYLt ) stop their 
attacb ag2.inst the DRV) respect and i mplement the 1954 Geneva agreeiT1ents 
on Vietnam , and let the Vietna:nese people solve their ol·m problems without 
any foreiGn intervention. 1I 

C'1,Tni te Papel'" on "US aggression 2.nd i ntervention i n Vietn'a"7l - Tab Q, p. 6) 

"Tne unsvrerving policy of "che DJV Government is to strictly respec t the 
1954 Genev2. agreer;'lents on Vietn2.!1' and to correctly implement their basic 
provisions 2.S er:-lbodied in the follo'\,"ine; points. II 
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"?r.c DJ.V Govcrnnent hold.s th2.t "~he 2.oove-Llentio:',ec. ste.nel i s the 
o asis for t~2 sounelest :poli tical settlerilen~~ of the Vietn2r:l. proolei.l . If 
t his Q8.sis is 8.cce:pted } f8.V01'8.o1e c~ndi tions "\rill be crea"~ecl for the 
pe8.ceful settle:nent of the Vietr.a;·~, :proble:n and. it lrill be possiole to 
consid.e~ ttc reconvening of 8.n i nternati onal conference of the t~e of 
the 1951~ Geneva conference on Vietnar.l." 

"The Goverr..r;lent of t he D21.iocratic Republic of Vietnc..7. eleclares that 
any approach contr8.ry to the above Stru1el i s irrelevQ~t } any approach leading 
to aU . N. intervention in the Vietnar;l situation is also irrelevQ~t } because 
such a:pyl'oaches are basically at variance vri th the 19 5L~ Geneva aGreements 
on Vietnar;l. " 

---------------------
(TnonG l;at (ReLillification ) Article by Nguyen Van Vinh 
July 1965 - T8.o R) pp. Lr-6 ) 

"Tne DJV Governuent is of the opinion that the abovc-:nentioned stanel 
is the 0 asis for a correct political solution to the Vietna;nese problem. 
Only thrOUGh recoG;nizinc; this basis ,d.ll the peaceful settle1.1ent of the 
Vietnacese pro"blem be afforded the conditions in '.Thich i t con be conducted 
favorably anel vill it be possible to thin};: of convening Q~ international 
conference of the t ype of the 195L:. Geneva conference on Vietnam. 11 

li The four-point pro,::;ra:"J as set forth by Premier Phar.l Van Dong Q~d 
the vievs 2.S set forth by the llFISV in i ts 22 i,larch statement al'e truly 
constructive and practical." 

"If the U. S . il-:lperiaHsts agree to accept the above-r.:entioneo. conditions 
of the peoi.")l e in both Nor"~h and South Vietna:n) l-re Irill rce.dily negotiate 
wi th t he::: anY'l·rhere at any nO:;lcnt. II 

(DiN Repo:;:'t on Ghanaian mission to Hanoi ~ Tab S ) 

"P-.resented the four-point sta..~d of the D~V Govcyn:nent ) the basis for 
the SOlli""lc.est political set"cle;::ent of the Vietn2::l proble:n. " '. 

CD?-V statc:.".cnt on Pres :i.dent J oh...Y).son 1 s J uly 28 } 1965 p:ress confe:rence -
Tab T} :p.2 ) 

"For the U. S, Gove:rr~:lent there is only one iiay to an honorable :peace ; 
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th2..t is) to co::rcctly ir:rpleT:1cnt tnc 195!~ G'2::1ev8. a::;ree::tents on V:i..etnc:.m 2..nd 
accept J.:;::c four -:;Joint st2..nc. of tnc DRV Govc:-ni-:lent . tt 

tti·:ore recently, on 8 A?ril 1965 , it rede clear iJ.:;s four-point stand as 
a basis for tne SOunClCSt political settler..ent of tbe VietI'2..r;J. proole:·;t. tt 

(Le l/lono.c i ntervie"r "rl th Ho Chi i:linh - Tab U) 

ttThe U. S. Governrllent mus t Give t anc;iole proofs that it accepts the 
four-T)oint st2.Ylo. of tee G6vermlcnJ.:; of the D:i\V ,·rbich conforns to the 

-:°1 1 0tO 1 "oli-'-' ~ ~J..' 195' G t eS SC;YCla po_ l J.ca ann fiLl. vary cow.uses or vDe q. cneva a[:;l'eemen' on 
Vietno.',lj it Gust ir.lCr.ec3.iately stop the air o.tto.cl;:s asainst D:i\V terri tory ) 
sJ.:;o:) fo:;.'thITith the aGgressive ITal' a:sainst the south of our count:cy , and 
i-Tithc1rau fro:',l there all U.S. troops and "reapons . That j.s peace i n honor j 
t here i s 110 other ,·ray out. tt 

( Q'J.an Dol K'lc:.n Dan Bdi torial of Au[!;Ust 20) 1965 - "Tab V, p. 1) 

"Oilly uhen the U.S. Govern'7lcnt ShOHS concrete :;a..l1ifestations of its 
'r ecoc;niti.on of the four-point stanel of the DRV Governr.,ent ano. the five
point st.:mel of the NFLSV can there be a basis for the peaceful settlement 
of the "Tal' in Vietnrun. It 

( DRV ET.,bassy in HOSCOi-l i.ssues ttcorrection" of Press Intenrleu - Tao 11 ) 

, liThe four-point stanel of the DJV Government 2.S cx:po\'Elded by Preri'.ier r,.'1am 
Van DoYlJ on 8 .c'\pLi.l 1965 j.s· the oasis for all soundest poli tiC2.1 solutions 
to the VietD2.m question. If this basis is recoc.;n:i.zed ) favoraole concli ti.ons 
"rill b e cl'eated foy the peaceful settlc:.lent of the Vietna~(l proolem El..'1d it 
,dll be :possiole to consider tDe yeconveninc; of an international conference 
of tDe t~r2e of the 195 !~ C-eneva cO::1fcrence on Vietna.;-.1 . 11 

( ?nB...'7l Van DonG I s National Day r e:poyt AUGUst 31) 1965 - Tab X, :p. 6) 

llS::':nis fo:rr-point stand fully cOnf0:::7:1s to the ::'.ost ir..no.rt2.11t -political 
ar,d r.:ili tal,:! p :::ovisions of the 1951, Gencve a:::;ree:;:cnts on Vi~tna:n. , - 2....'1d the 
'.rnole '\TO::,ld is r.Oil of the 'rle'.T tnat these asree",ents r;',ust oe correctly i:r,
ple::'.cntcd . T.'1is four-~oint stand Gust oe soler.illly accepted by the U.S. 
Goverr:r::2n Jc oefo:ce a political settle::1ent of t he Vietn8.r.1 proolem can 'be 
con Jce:c.pla te d. 11 
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(n:w :iToreicn Hinis try mer.lorandwTl. of September 23) 1965 - Tab Z} p. l~) 

"we four-point stand of the DRV Goven1.T:ent is the sole 
correct basis for a settler.1cnt of the Vietnatn proolem. Any soluJ.;ion 
at variance \ri th it aTe inappropriate and so aTe any sQultions vi1ich 
seek U. H. intervention in the Vietn.:.,rn situation} because such solu
tions 8.re fundarnentally contnl.ry to the 195L~ Geneva agrecments on 
Vietm.l.l':l . " 

"T'ne U. S. Government must solclTU'1ly declare its acceptance of this 
fOuT-"Ooint stand befol"e a political settlement of the Vietnam problem 

, - . 'd " can De COnSlQere . • • • 

(Joint AS2J1i-I·1ainic}1.i i nterv-iei·r "ioTi th Pham Van Dorg in Hanoi in October 
4) 1965 - Tab CC} pp. 1-2 -)~-9-10-11) 

"Prcr:1ier Pha:n V2Jl DonG; of the Di:\Vstated in a verJ strong tone on 
4 Octo"ucr that ' The present Vietne.:n ,"i,ral' can never be settled unless the 
U::1ited States accepts the four conditions presented by our side. And 
loTi thout that} there also can be no discussion. ,II 

"I'le proposed four conditions for the settlewent of the present var 
sor;:e tir.lC a;:;o. They as};:,ed for respect of the Geneva 8.Gree;nent of 1954 
c oncerning the Vietnam question and sousht the correct observance of 
the basic clauses of this agreement. I'le proposed at the time that if 
thc United States 'Here to i ssue a statement to the effect that it accepts' 
the fuL.l.l' condj. tions } "e vil1 a[;Tee to negotia t.e at any time." 

"If the United States 'Varl.ts negotiations) it must accept the four 
conditions a....'1d recognize the NFLSV. 11 

"He have announced that if the United States issues a statement 
to the effect that it ,-rill recognize the four conditions } He will 
respond to talks. Tne United States) hmJever J has no such intention. '; 

" Tne only just way to settle the Vietnam issue is to accept} in 
l ine '/n th tne 1954 Geneva aSTee;"ent ) the four conditions proposed oy 
the Horth Vietn8.."ese GovernI'D.ent and the stand explained in the l\TFLSV 1 S 

!·:arch state!'lent. " 

" Horth Vietnam's four conditions are in complete accord. id th every 
one of the essential} political ) ar-d IT~litarJ provisions i n the Geneva 
accoYQs of 195L\.. 7ne four conc.i tions alone can be the "oasis to 'oring 
a correct solution to the Vietna~ issue. Tne U.S. GoverTh~2nt ~ust declare 
clear1y t;1at it accepts the foL.l.:~ conditions . A political solution can be 
considereo. after thc.t." 
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(Excerpts froill Joi~t State!.1ent of Octo8er 30, 1962 - Tab A, pp. 2, 4) 

" ••• The Vietn~""1 Fatherland Fron"!:. :1olds tnat the NFLSV, Hhich ca:ne 
into beir.g oHing to the grmrt.h of t:-. .: South Viet~ar.1ese people's struggle 
and "I.,rhich rallies broadly the patriotic ar.d a~ti-U. S. -Die!.1 forces in 
South Vietna!.1, is the genuine representative of the people there, and 
is one of the decisive facto~'s for their certain victory •. The Vietnam 
Fatherland Front fully sup?Jrts the progr2.m and the urgent steps ad
vocated by the r;FLSV to realize independence, democr2.cy, improvewent 
of the people's living co:.ditions, and peace and neutrality in South 
Vietnam, in an advanCe to'Jard the}:-'Baceful reunification of the father
land. The program and urgent steps of the ~'FLSV meet the interests and 
aspirations of the South Vietnaf.1eSe people and conform to the practical 
si.tuation in South Vietna.';l at present .... 11 

" ••• The ll} million South Vie'tn2::18s8 comp2.triots vrill develop more 
and more their vali2.'it and indo:ai taole tr2.di tion and urii tc more and 
more v:idely and closely wi thin the NFLSV to directly oppv se the U. S.
Diem cliqt:e.) 

(Excerpts fro;n National Assem8ly Statenent Published July 5, 1964 
Tab B, pp. land 2) 

" ••• The U.S. GovernInent must put an end to its aggressiVe v;ar :in 
s~uth Viet:1a:;:, 1·ri thdr2.~' all. its troops and \·.reapons from there) and let 
the South Vietna;T18Se people settle their o~·m internal affairs by them .. 
selves in accordance "I.·d.-th the program of the National Front for the 
Liberation of South Vietn2." .... 11 • 

II ••• The l~ational ASS8~:!bly of the DRV \·tlOleheartedly supports ;the 
Nation~l Front for the Libe:::-ation ot South Vietn~.Jn 2.nd firmly bel eve s 
th2.t t:-.e South Vietna:::ese people) ',;:'10 are closely united under the. 
iront's bann-:-:r and are heightening their detemination to fight ctnd 
to .rin ••• II 

(Excerp7. :,0::' T~A-t of D?-:.il-USSR Delegations' 
lO~~ - Tab F, p. 2) 

Joint State~8nt, Februa~f 10, 
fi 
i~ 

- .r 

Front for the L~.oe:-2.tion ot South Vietn2".1. c" II 
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(Report by Ph~~ Van Dong to the National Assembly April 8, 1965 -
Tab [I ~ p. 5) 

rt ••• In response to the appeal of the l~LSV, the South Vietna..";1ese 
cadre s ) ar:.1YT',,,;D , and ordinary ci ti~ons rogroupod to the north have 
enthusiastically voiced their readir.ess to return to their. native 
land and to fight, ar~s in har.d, or to do any work to contribute to 
t he annihilation of the eoer-v and to national salvation .•. " 

(DRV-SOVIET CC:.1Ii1Unique issued April 17, 1965 - Tab I, p. 1) 

" •• • the I~ational Front of Liberation is the genuine exponent of 
the v,ill and aspirations of the people of South Vietnar:J., its only 
l egitimate representative. The progr2,;n of the front. enjoys ( the 
broad?) support. of the mass of the .' people because it proclaims in
dependence , der:J. o_c racy , peace, an end to (imperialist? ) intervention 
and the formation in South Vietnam of a national, democratic coalition 
government carrying through a policy of inde:;8ndence and neutrality in 
full confor.nity Hith the Geneva agreer:J.ents of 1954~ •• " 

( VNA on 17-Non.~aligned Natio':) Appeal, April 19, 1965 - Tab J, p. 1) 

II ••• The NFLSV is nO\'1 controllinG three-fourths of South Vietnam 1 s 
t errito:f"J and tHo .. thirds of its population. It is clear that at t he 
present time any solution to the South Vietna..'li issue vrithout the de
ci sive voic e of the NF'LSV is i mpracti caL •. " 

(11Nhan, Dan!! Editorial April 21, 1965 on t he ~"FLSV ~ Tab K, pp. 1,2) 

" •.• In the 1-rorIe , the voice of the N?LSV is the decisive one in 
the settlement of the South Vietna:n qt:.estion •• 0 II 

" •• • A. N. Xosygin declared : Today eVe:f"Jbody r.lUst see that the 
N?LSV) ".-l~ich is leaning the ?O\.:..~h Vietnc.:o,es8 people 1 s struggle, is a 
r eal force "(rhic~ decic.es the present 2.S \·;e11. as the future of south 
Vietna::i. Prer:-;ier ChoL:. 2:'!-lai h2.s on r:-;an.:r occasions asserted that 
t he I,;?LSV is t~e only l egal representat:"ve of the South Vietnam 

1 .1.' II IX'pu a \.lon ••• 
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II ••• Just as the !,YLSV Ce:.:tral CO~:'-.. "":" .. i ttee declared in its co:nlTlunique 
of 15 Ap~il, a~y settle~ent of the South Vietn~~ question ~Qll lose its 
practical and positive ~eaning if it is undertaken ~~thout the partici
pation of the N?LSV in adecisive role ••• " 

" ••• and all neGotiatio~s vQth t~c U.s. imperialists at thic ~omont 
are entirely useless if tr;ey still refuse to \·;ithdr2.;:·, fro;:! South Vietr.aii1 
all their troops ar.d all kinds of \·,ar 1~2.teriel and r.!8ans--and those of 
the satellites--if they still do not dismantle all their military bases 
in South Vietnar", if the traitors still surrender the South Vietna.""T:ese 
neoDle's sacred rights to inde~ndence and democracy to the U.S. im
Perialists, and if the NFLSV--the only genuine representative of the 
14 million South Vietna.r.:ese p80ple--does not have its decisive voice." 

(DRV \'Tnite Paper on "United States Aggression and Intervention in Vietnam tt 

Tab Q, pp. 1, 2, 4 and 6) 

1I ••• The NFLSV, founded on 20 December 1960, more and more clearly 
proves to be the sole genuine representative of the people, the mobilizer 
and organizer of all patriotic forces in South Vietr.a:.'";l ••• 1/ 

1I ••• It unites all social strata, classes, nationalities, political 
parties, organizations , religicus groups, and patriotic personalities, 
i rrespective of political tender.cy, to fight and overthroT,i the rule of 
the U.S. imperialists and their agents, 2chieve independence, dem.oc:'acy, 
better living conditions, peace, and neutrality for South Vietnam and 
eventual pea.ceful national reunification ••• 11 

1I • •• To date, the ~FLSV has gained control of four-fifths of the 
t en'i tory and 10 million r;eople; that is, tHo-thirds of the population 
in South Vietnam. It has beco::l'.e a pO'.·!erful force which has a decisive 
voice in the South Vietn2...'7! p:coblem .•• " 

1I •• • The United States tal:<s aoout :;..1:.S desire to hold discussion 
"r:i...th a vie'." to finding a pec:ceful solution to the South Vietnam question, 
but it re:uses to recognize the 1:IFLS~! as the . sole genuine represer.tative 
of the SO'J.t':1 Vietn2...-:-1 f-eople. It is obvious that the United states 'dants · 
neither peace nor negotiatic:: ••• 11 

II •• • All negotiatio::s at this r::or::ent are e:1tirely useless if the 
U.S. i mpe:::-ialists still persist in re:using to l.·;ithdrc!.\-, lrow South 
Viet::2J:J. 2..11 th eir troops a::d ~·:ar !;' .. at2:'ia1s of all ki:1ds a::d those of 
the:"r satellities, a.:-.d to dis::-'..a::tJ.e all their .r.Ulitc:,ry bases in South 
Viet:-:.s..'n, if the Vietn":;':::ese traitors cO:1tinue to S"Jrrender to the U.S. 

imperi21ists the South Vietn2:nese people 's sacred rights to indeper.dence, 
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and if the N?LSV--the only genuine re?resenta~lve of the 14 million 
South Vietnamese people--is not asked to say i ts decisive say ••• " 

(Excerpts from Nguyen Van Vi~lh t S 4-paY't article issued in "Reunification", 
a VietnalT,ese langu2.ge neHspaper on July 2, 6~ 9 and 13- Tab R, pp. 2,) ) 

" ••• The United States still carries on Hal" in the south and still 
r efuses to recognize the presence of the ~FLSV--Hhich controls wost of 
the territory and population of the south and Hhich leads the sacred 
r esistance of 14 willion people in South Vietn2~. Therefore, the 
United states continues to be fought against by the South Vietn~~ese 
people, and there can be no peace ••• 1l 

" •• • Eoreover:, t hey have brazenly stated that they are deter;nined 
to eliminate the KFLSV from. all i ntern2.tional conferences, and, at 
'Horst, they can regard the NFLSV only as the tail of North Vietnam ••• 11 

II •• • In the past the ' P_":leric-ans did not I-rant to negotiate Hith the 
CPR or to reco gnize the Pat[;et Lao . The ?rench did not Hant to re--

• .... 1 V· · .L' f " d' 1 • 1 . ~ -- n t ~ . 11 . , cognlze l-ne lel- I'.ln:} an 'Lne 1'. gerl2.n :-L:'~. DU' Ilna y 'Cney I·;ere 
defeated and forced to negoti ate ,·;ith them. Concerning this point, in 

-i ts famous 22 l':a rch stater(.entthe NFLSV declared: IAny negotiation 
.. lith the U.s. i mperi alists about the South Vietn2_'ilese_problen 'Hill be 
use l ess if the U.S. imperialists refuse to respect and strictly imple:c,ent 
the Geneva accoY'o.s, abolish the U.S. :nilitary bases, and \·ri thdraH from 
South Vietna8 all t he sol diers 5 Heapo~s, 'and other Hal" materiel of the 
United states and its satellites, if the sacred rights of the Vietnc::::ese 
people--independence and de~ocracy--continue to be offered to the U.S. 
imr~rialists by the kneeling traitors, and if the NFLSV--the only 

.legitir.:ate representative of 14 mil lio:1 souU)ern people--does not have a 
-. decisive voice ... 11 

(DRV on Presicent Jo~nson 's July 28, 1965 Press Conference Statewent 
Tab T, p. 2) 

II ••• The U. S. Goverr-:.,ent !!.'.lst stop a-.:, once its air "Jar against the 
D::\V anc. co~.1?letely cease all encroac:-";-'-.en-.:,s 0:1 the sovereignty and 
securi".:,y of th e J?J/ . It :;,ust ?-.It an i:-:::-:-.ediate el.c to the aggressive 
'.-:ar i n S01..!th Vietna,a , v;i ttCl'2.:·' 2.11 U.S . troops and ,·:eapons th~refro:;l, 
ar:d let the Soc:t:'1 ·iietnc...~ese ?2ople 53ttle thei:- O~,.r:1 affairs in accorc.
a:1ce Hi th the pro2:::-'a::l of t:-:e ::?1SV--t::e only ge:1uine representative of 
the SCr1..:.t:'1 Viet:;2...'ile se people .. . II 
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(LE EOl®2 Intervie'.·! "Ti t':1 Ho Chi Hinh--S:~noi Broadcast in 2nglish) 
August 15, 1965 - Tao U, p. 1) 

1I ••• (Q) ••• the South Viet:la:-;,ese people r.mst be left to solve their 
mm 2.:fairs theUlselves l·rit:'10'J.t foreig..-) inte:dere:-lce and on de~,10cratic 
bases? 

( h.. ) II on the o"s'; s Ol~ +".'" Dro~r -"'" o-~ +'n", ~rn S'T t' .... • $ 8 .... V. __ ,"".L~ Vo6 0 c .. :.!. .1 v l. "C; 1\;,.:.--I.!.J v, ·ne sole 
authentic repres8iltative of the South Vietr;a:r. people •.. 11 

(Pha:.l Van Dong's Natio~al Day Report~ August )1, 1965 - Tao X, p. 1) 

II •• • In response to the pressing require:ne.l1ts of the Datriotic 
struggle, in 1960 the lFiSV cc::r.e into being, closely uniting all 
'strata of the people holding high .the banner of patriotisra, and 
starting the resistance \·:2.r against U.S. imperialist aggression •.. " 

II •• • The NFLSi!, nOH controlling r.10re than four-fifths of South 
Vietnarn ' s territory and over tT,.;o-thirds of its pc?ulation, is the 
only genuine representative of the people of South Vietna:n. The 
Front's interilation2.1 prestige and influence increase Hith every 
passing day. The Fror:t :i..s nOH the re2.l master of the si tuatio:l in 
South Vietnar::. It rr:ust haVe a decisive say in the settlement of the 
South Vietnam question ••• " 

---------------.--~ ... 

( DRV Xoreign Hinishy He:-;;ora:-:dum of September 2), 1965 - Tao Z, pp~ 1 ,2,) 

" ••• U.S. troops ,·rill not \·;rithdra~·J, but '·.'ill cling on £0 South Vietna."':1; 
t he United States alHays regards Sout~ Vietnam as a separate nation, that 
is to say, i t ~'7a!1ts tte pa.rtition of Vietn2..c-:1 to be prolonged indefinitely; 
i t does not recog:lize the ~?LSV, the sole genuine representative of the 
people of South Vietna~. As a matter of fact, its scne8e is to try to 
achieve at tOe c O:lference ta'::>le T.·,hat it has been u:1able to gain on tr:e 
battlefield ••• II 

fJ •• • The J'.!?LSIJ, t:'18 organizer a"d leader of the South Viet:12..'Tlese 
1 ' ....... ~ ..... ~ .,!... ..... r- ..... )·...., s~ ~ ",o ;r S '"1 C c;'·"'!:I.CC:O·"'s '....~s C"....,.;Yi~d C'1y""~a+ ~\r su~-.o~':' peop_e s ,,--,-o .. L- c:.",c. .•. ~ L- •• ~ u •• c.t;> o"'''' vv - , .• c. oc._ •• ~ "'. ' . ~ 'n.v , ~.~ .v, 

and recognition frolil eve::, 'oroac.er se~ticns of the \'Jo::,ld' s peoples. Yet 
the U.S. Governsent refuses to rec06nize it as tte sole ge:1ui:1e repre
sentative 0: the peop~.e of Sout~ Vietna~,-: . It has declared that it does 
not regard the front as an i~Qe?2~de~t pa~ty in negotiations. This 
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This fu~ther e:(pOSeS i -ts t2.1ks 2.bOLlt r:e:OT..l2..T, lOnS as a rr:e:re s1·rir:dle. 
There ca!':"ot be a':ly nego:'ic.'c,ior:s on :'::8 South Vietna.":l p::'o'olem \·ri thoLlt 
the ~ ,:?LSV haviDg its de2.is:"lc 52-y •• ,It 

I I ••• This stai:d also 'fll'C)c:eeds fro,.: ths legiti~ate aspirations of the 
V~et!12J1leSe people in bot h zo,w::J, as er:;':::lodied in the pr'egi'Cl?n oi' 10,1,9 

Vietn831 Fatherland Fror:t and that of the NFLSV ; n~~ely, peace, independ
ence, unity, and d e;;-.oc racy • •• " 

---------------_._- ------ -----------------------------

( DRV Hessage to t he Austrian Red Cross Society, Septe:nber 25, 1965 -
Tab }.j ... ) 

II. , • The only ger.uiT'..e rep2'esentative of the South Vietna.'nese people 
is the NF:GSV. The Red Cross o:cganization set up by the f ront is the 
only organ serving the interests of the South Vietnc:.r.lese people.,. " 

(Joint Asahi-~.jainichi Inte:cvie"'1 \on. th ?ham Van Dong in Hanoi, October 4, 1965 
Tab CG, pp. 3, 4, 8 a:1d 9) 

" • •• It is ve::,y. foolis~ of the united States not to r ecognize this 
Liberati.on Front uhich is the only fo::'ce Hhich has the ability to settle 
the Vietnarrl pro 'ole:.1 ••• 11 

" ••• The best i·ray i s for the United States to negotiate first 'Hith 
the Liberation ?ront. That is only n2.tur2.1 , considering that the united 
states is 2.ctually fighting the Lioel~2.tion ?ront •• ,. The United states 
should negotiate Hith the Liberation Front of the South first of all. 
Hm'iever , it Hill be out of t~e question if it l.;rere to take the attitc:de 
of negotiating \-lith t he Liberation Front as if it Here conveying a favor. 
The prinarj a~d decisive party for the United States to deal ~~th is tne 
Liberation Front ••• II 

" ... as long as the Unit,8Q S:'ates does not r ecognize the ?eo?le ' s 
Liberation F::'ont of t he south, tnerc ' ca':lnot be any negotiations •• ," 

" •• • Uno i s fi ghting the United States in the south? It is the 
liberation ar~y. A~d yet, t~e U.S. si~e is escalating the "ar a gainst 
the no~t~, Does it think that it C2.n :1egotiate ~~th the north alone 2.nd 

-s ettle the prooler:-~? .. II 
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E)~72;\'CTS F2C:-: I~O?TrI \.rI~~'~~'~;.~·!ESE Si/~l~·31\~S O~~ 

T:-LS G~~I\2\I .':" )~G~~~?'·:~:~TS 

( Joint State~ent Cctober 30 , 1962 - Tab A, pp. 1- 2) 

II ••• t he Vietr:.a"::8se people a::d the GoveY'rc-::ent of the DR.V COr-.st2 ... :1tly :L-::ple::-,ented 
correct~y the 1954 Ge::eva Agreellents on Vietna":l . .. II 

II • • • This is a just strugGle , i-rhicn conforr:ls to the 195L, Geneva agree.:;J.ents 
on VietnC::.T:l ••. \: 

( DRV t';atior:al Asse-::bly Statenent. July 5, 1964 - Tab B, pp 1-2 ) 

II ••• The 
took part in 
com:ili tments : 
i ntegrity or 

u. S. Govern'::ent as '.·rel~ as t he govern.llents of the countries '..rhich 
the 1954 Geneva cO:1fere::ce on Indochina must live up to their 
res~ect and sove:c'eignty) i ndeper..dence , unity, and territo~~i2~ 

Viet-II;2::1 , and refraiIl rrO:,1 interferir:.g in its internal affe.irs ..•• 1 

II ••• ,.!e dc;:cand that the 1954 Geneva agreel:tents on Indochina be strictly 
i ... ilplellented . .• • II." 

( DRV Foreign ~'Ii.'1istry Letter Septe"7lber I. , 1964· - Tab C, pp 1-2) 

1I •• • The DRV Gover~-::ent has more than or:ce stated its eagerness for 
peace and its constant desire of res~ecting a.'1d correctly ii7lple.":lenting the 
1954 Ge::',eva agree-::ents on Viet-nm . . . 11 

II •• • The DRV Governr:cent •. • earnestly requests the cochair.n.en 2.:1d the pa:::'
t icipants of the 1954 Geneva cO:1.ferer:ce on Indochi.1a, in accordance idth :r:;oint 
13 of t he rinal decl2.ration of the conferer:.ce) jointly to study such r..easures 
a s might prove to be necessary to securo fro::. the U. S. Goverj~;.ent 2_1 i,:,,;:tediate 
end to all acts or provocation and sabotage agai.1st the DRV and to the 
aggressive vTar in South Vietne:',, ) as ','jell as the '.-:i thdrcci·:al of all U ~S. troops, 
n ilitary personnel ) a.1d a~lS fro~ South Vietna~ , thereby illSuri.1S res?ect for 
and correct illple..-::entation of the 1954 Geneva agree":lents on Vietna":l Hi th a 
view to naintaining and cO::--isol ic.atir:g peace in Indochina and southec.st Asia •• •• 

( DRV Kote of Protest Iss1..:ed Februc..ry 9, 1965 - Tab E, pg 2) 

II ••• The Viet::'2.-::ese :::eople a~d t !:e D::?'l Goverene::.t , '...r;-w have al',';ays re
s pected 2".d correctly i-::~liO.--:-.e::--.ted the 19 5 .!~ Geneva agree-:1ents en Indoc;;ina , 
"Till certair~y not be cc':red 'JY the U. S. atte--:;~ts at intir1idat2..on .• .. II 

II • •• It r esolutely c.iO.--::c..:::::'s that the U. S . Goverr-l"'2ent correctly i":lp::'.e-::.e:--.t 
t he 1954 Ge;:eva c..8::'ee::-.e::.ts 0:1 V2..et::'2::!) ar,d sto~ c..t once the aggressive \·:ar 
i n So\.:.t;; Vietna.":l a..v;d ell 2.c:'s of i·:ar ag2.inst the DRV . . . • II 
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c..zgreSS:~"l.re 1J . 5 ., ~~lpe:"ic..lis~s ) 
Ge:1E:'v2. ag:... ... ee.-:lE;:-lts O~1 ·Vie~n.2::":. ) 

1.si2... :: 

:":::su~i:-_g 2. CCil-':'""GC-C i:.:?l(;"~S:1t2.ti.O:.i 0: -('{:e 1954 
2.:-:(: eel' e:--:c:.:.:-:Z pe2.Ce 2.:::. I::doc::i.n2. 2.:-:d SO';.lt:-:c2.S-::' 

• ~ ., I:Tl1e t .. :.'o gOl.r8r~::.:.e~1.-~s .... rc_222'"'c. t:~eSe c?.cts 2.8 cc::-:.?le:'e~y ir-_co::sistc:--!':~ '\'rit~ 
i nter:;'2.tio::.c2 lc.~·r cr!Q t!le 19.54 GC;:leV2. ..:~g:,"e2::-~c:1tS., • ., ., 1t 

-C tle U ., S. GO'Ve:' ~"'~';ter!t has 52.00-:'2.;8.:1 t~8 
l.!.. ~'O 'r. ": nde-(" .'~ "...,:":), ·(';:),· ·,....· ..:· ..... .:c,..:.. ..: on 0 --' sougt:v v . .Ll _. ""!<:; . _ ,--u._"~';' -:- . c.:"'.L" -

a ne~';-:'~~e colony 2..Y'_Q a r:12~l "C2.: ..... :v b2.s e 

'C2.st 10 ye2.~'s 
195~:- GeT:e\:-2. c.~:.. .... e2~erlts 0:'1. "\/iet!:c:l.> 
-Jiet:!,2;:' ) 2I' .. d t~::·~:ed. SO'J.t:1 \lietnc..:t i:r1to 
0: the U:r.lited St2:~~es . If 

•• ., l:The t-r.·ro gover;~---::ents fi::,:-.-G_:/· S -~3.:--_c. for" t::e de~(;r:se 2.~d j_":?ple~:le!_-~c.tio:1 

of the 1 S; 51.;. Ge~ev2. 2_sre8.-:,e:"_tS on. lro.doc:-"'; '~2., ~esolute::'y C9POS e the U. S • 
violc.tio:1s of the sciC: 2.8ree..""2e::-cs) C?-;.G. c.e~·:: 2.:'1d. th2.t 2l~ ~2.~tici:?2wr:~S of: t:-!e 
195[., Ge'.8va COf'..fe:..~er~ce :teS?ec~v 2'_d .cor:..~ectly ir_1:?lE:.--:-~8r'.'G c.n.c:.· As a coc:'2.i:"":':',2.n 
of the GeneV2. con.i.'e:~e:-:ce on 1::!.G.OC:l2.:--:2., the Soviet Union ','.'ill do its best to 
ensure L1.ter~:2::'ional su:u:)o:~t fo:.'" the 1951;. Ge~e"f2 .. c.gree::-::.en:..s O!1. I::cocI~~~c .. ... ;1 

5, 1965 - T2.b pp . 2-3) 

It •• • The U. s. i!~-oeY·i2.l ists t c:cts 0: 2gg~esSiO:.i. c..r~d "T .. .r2..~ in 1Ii3tn2::1 e.~e of 
t he U-C2oSt gY'~·vit3i'· ; the:y· g:,"ossl)'" tl"'a-::~)le U?O:'1 t~e 1954 Ge~ev2. .2.gY'8a-~~e:,-::~S O~ 
viCt~c;"':1 2.:'16 cO:"lstitute \':'olatio:-:s of i2:-~er!!a:,io:;al 1 2::.r 2..nd :-.1c..ni.fest2.tio :~s of 
o. is~eg2.rci. for ':rorlo. p-...:olic 0~)2.nio:1 .•• • II 

:1 ••• To sc'c,tle tr!e Sc~.-~~ Vi.et~'1a.-:1. ques~2.on-, first of all t he Ur1i~ec. 
States Dust .1;.r=-thdTc~T.-! fTC:::' So~.r:='~1 Viet:::2::--~ ) let the SOLl~~h Victn2J:1_8Se "'Ceo:)le 
-!.n~-s~l "c>r ~;,,·c';r;e t~e';~ O··~'1 2.-~f ~ -i-"'s <l''''d c';'OD -"- 5 D'~OVOc=, .!.-i,,~ ~.!..:.~"l.('S ~~~.;.,.,s.!. -;-.'.'12 v_ .. e:-~ C_vC;0 uC; _...... ~- _.... " -- :_c. __ ) ...... __ ~V ... -!.LJ ... ..:. ........ v_.c c.0uc: ..... __ c-6c.:. -:.. .. .,;. l.t .... -

D?.V . T~:.e C2.:-':.~~rins out of t ::'eSe oc.sic :?()~l-CS ';rill or-in..e c..bd~t f2.\rO~~2'Jle c 021dit.io::-~ 

f or c co~e:,,~en.ce 2.long :,he ?2.-~-c.e:n~'"l of t!!e 1954 Ge:1eV2. con.ferz:' .. ce . suc~ i s ~ 
Sensiole peace ~",:ci to tl:e U. S . 

p eople . II 

1: •• • Ii' tl:i.s o2.sis :.s :-ecc6::,---:,:'Z82.) f~\IO:'''''2.''Jle C():.r~c:.::':"2..C::!S i,oj .! -: 1 be cre2.~ed 
f er t~e ;>e~c8fcl ss~ :,~e~_"_ e:--::, 0: t~8 \'-:" .=;-c::'c:::' people) 2::d it ... ·rill 8e poss=-~le 

of t~e I95~ Ge:-8va 

: [~:! e 
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, . -,.- .... /~""'"'~ ...... c.. •. c.......: ... c;.:. .. c ....... 

J
' ,...".,. , " 0-' C· ........ .. .. ",... y .. ~-. ....... "':\-.;...c 0'" i.Tj p~v...,.~~ .•• r.>.: '.~,. _~~ o':-::lSOrl ss:-ec-..;{ 01:. c. rE;-l..u:. ..... :~.!. ~o L, .!.e .l..;),...y. r8 . .:.ev2. c.::;, ... c;.':':" . _ ~ . ~I..r..... ...... _ ........ .1__ ..... 

' .. ias a 12.'..:':;[:. =Veryo~e ;-' .. riOi·;s ~he U. s. :,r;-:"!)erieJ.:"sts cc:::--e -.:..,e er.C:-:-iY 0:;:' -;-':,e 
Geneva 2.g~ce..-:ler:ts •••• II 

.• " " D-;:<'j ' " 1 . 1 ' .J.' " •.. By 2.-,:,·cc .. C:::lng -.:.::e ~ , '. -.:.ney nave cO~::Le:.e_y scr2.?peQ ",ne 
, -, 1 . d ,. . . 1 1 .. ~'l ' agree.'"1e::.ts we gross~y VlO_2.-':'C: l;,-;-.e:::--nc::,lO::'2.- E..':! 2::e 2...L nl.:---:-,E..n 

Geneva 
12.:'.{s. 

.. .J. ~. -~O'(' .!. hel· r' cr-i···e'" II ffillS v pc.Y .L _ v..:... - ~ ;, .:> •••• 

They 

11 ••• It is the unsl.·;e:,v-~.:; policy 0: the D?:.\T Go\re:,~_~ent to strictl~y respect 
the 195L, Ge:1eva 2.srea"en-:"s on Viet..n2n a:,d to co,-~recJcly jnple.-:lent their 
basic provisio:1s 2.S 8.-:cbodied in t!1,e folloi-:ir;.g poir.:t..s: ... I: 

( DRV State::18Dt on ' Suspension of U.S • .Attac~s H2.Y 18) 1965 - T2.'o N, pg. 2) 

II ••• The pC2.ce-loviClg peoples c.Cld goverL-:ceClts. in the i'ror1d are firrrJ.y de;:--,c.."-:.c.i..'15 
that the United States enci its c.gg:::--Gssi ve \'!a:;.~ in South Vietn2:n, stop for 
good the savage bC:~lbi..'1g and strai'i.l1g raic,s against the DR-V) arld scrupulously 
observe c.nd correctly iiTlplenent the 1954 Geneva agl'e e.r:J.ents on VietDClJ~ ... I: 

( DRV IIi:Tnite Paper - Tab Q, P). 1, 6) 

" ••• But the heroic South Viet::2.:'"1 people have riSen up in arr:lS agawst 
the aegressors for Dation21 salvation ~d self-1ibc~2.tion. Theirs is a 
t horougrJ.y just struggle ~;!;lic:-l fully conforms to t~e 19 54 Ger~eva a8re~71ents 
C'!nd to international la1-; •••• 11 

"The DRV Goverrrrtent has al'tTays held that the correct :L-:J.ple:,1entation 
of the 1951v Geneva 2.grc<2:1ents on Vietn2.::l is the correct I·ray of settling the 
South Vietn2;'"1 proble.--:l •..• II 

( Thong Nat Article July 1965 - Tab R, pg. 2) 

1l ••• If the U.S. i "periC:ists really respect th e 1951v Geneva c.gre~~e:1ts 
0:1 Viet!!c.'!. , t~ey ["lust fi~s':.:. of ell :-.c'·ecog~ize t~e fur.d2..~e~t2.l DY'O"ilisio::s of 
the Ge:18\la 2.g~ee.-."'..ents 0:"1 :'~~e sove:""'3~E~t~r , u.:tlit~r > L"'1de~e:;.de:;J.ce " c..nd te~ri
toricl i:r;.teg~it :y of 11iet~2--:-t c:-:d t~2 S-;":~SeC:Uen:t ~ro\.risio~s ir_suri..YJ.g :,ne 
i ?':i?le:-::e::.t2.tio!! o~ the Ge::~'-'2i/2. c.5:!'ee...--::.e~_ts ; elsa" the United St 2.~es c'J.st k_-::edi
ately abolish c.l1 U.S . ::c-i i :"t22'Y bc.ses, 1·:i-:":-.c.rc.':rall troops , l're2.po~:.s, a::.c l·o'2.r 
equ.i~~c:::t of tne U~:it·:::c. StE.~es C •.. :'":Q its sc.:'el2..ite.s f~c:7l SOl!th Vietn.::::~ ) c.....""12. 
stop all for2S of aggression i.:n. So'..;.~h Viet:-I2:"l 2...i.d all Har activitiE:s agc.i~~st 
the D:=tV .. •• 1I 
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( 0 D · '" J', ...... ""'l I 0'" ~ \· n2.~ "1......c..;.A . -- .... ~ .. 
190'; - ~~~ '\7 ~a 1) -,; .!.c;.....; ':-'0.--

11 • • • 1':0·,'[ the Vi\3':':'~c:~ese ?eople o:12-y c.e:7~2-~Q t?12:~ t~e U. S . :':~Je::"'=-;=~ ~sts 
r etur::1 to :';'8 1954 Ge::1ev2. 2.3;r-ee.:ce:"_ts : t~cy ;-::1..:S·~ stop their c.ggr-essio:.;, 
\·!ithc:.:~2.','1 U. S . troops fro::1 So,::'.:,~ Vi2t::12::l, stop c.i:.~ re.ids on ~[orth Vietr.a-:l 
a..'1d let t~8 Vie2c,:::.a:1.ese p8o::;le settle their i:"te:tn,2.l 2.ff2.i.:'s the.-:lsel ves . . . II 

fl •• ., The fl.L!Q2I~i.~~·'rt.cJ.. rig~-'cs of t::e \/"iet!12..'7.cse yeople to :""'"!de:,.Je:-..c:.e!":ce) 
sovereiGnty, t.:.:lity, c.nd te:-ritorici i:",teg::'ity 0: t:-~eir c01..::':~ry ','J8'{'e solE.:::mly 
r ecognized by the 195L.,. GG~e\-1'2. 2.gre~1er.t.s. Cl.!"'1Q ~llst be ~es?ec~e~ •••• tr 

( DRV Fo:;eign ~iinist:'Y l·~e:7lo:~2....,,:dL::'TI. Septe.-.:oe~~ 2.3) 1965 - T2.o Z, pp. 2-3) 

11 ••• The DRV Gov",r:,,-:-!c.·c h2.s on repe2.tec. occc.sions c.ecl2.r'ed thc.t inte::'-
. ~ ~ l-J..y ",,,,,c>,,~.~ .... ,.,. -"}.O'o co·~s-i,...;-'Y>~-'-~o·" o~ +;1"" 'U S GO\TC>~"''-.",Y).L I ~ "l ~~ ~~·:'s n2.l,.c.onc...L ~ }'c:c. .-- ' G v .. c: .. _'-... c::_ C. v_ ." ". v. v' •• C;J. ,'-_G. _ v ;:, 'c . . , C.v v 

ag2.:i.nst the DitIJ a.,"'ld the U.S. \"ar of 2.ggress ion in S01..:th Vietna":l falls '!Tit!"!::"'.., 
the cO~:lpetence of t~e particip2...'1t's i...., the 195h Geneva COrli'er-8rlCe on L-.c:.ochi::1e., 
and not of t!"!e Un.ited Na.tions. .by U. iii . rcsolc:tio:! i..., i'urt!"!e:r2.::1ce of the 
2.bove U. S . schE::-:le 1'[-i 11 be null aLd void and ;·:ill co:::.pletely c.isc:redit the 
United E2..~c,io:1s .••• t: 

llThis ste.:.'1d proceeds fro::1 the :u,;d2:~e:'ltc:J. p::'inciples of the 195!;. 
Genev2. 2.,Sre c::ents , ;·:{jicn recog:lize the ::12.'~ion2.1 r-ig~ts of tne Vietna-::ese 
people -- independence ) sove:-eignty) 1.euty) 2....'1d te:~r'itorial i....,te3;rity 
and fro::'. the esse:-:tial :.lilit2.ry Clc.uses of the s2.id 2.g:reE.."J.e,"ts. I; 

1I1'he 1954 Genev2. 2.g:.~ee::-,errt,s 2.::'e 2.n in.tern2.tional legal docu;,,::.e:-:t ;"Thieh 
all p2.rticip2..D.ts :.lust res;,:ect and cor::'ectly iJ':lple:-lent . At the 1954 Ge::1eva 
co:Lference the U.S. GOVer'Y'.:::e,.t, th::,oug~ its deleg2.te) recognized c.n.d p:l.edged 
respect for the."!. Yet t[::~01..:g>.out the P2.st 11 years it hc.s syste.':1atic2.11y 
violated t~ e.'TI. 2.nd h2.d thus b:c'ought 2.oout 2. se~~ious situ2.tion :L.'1 Vietr.e.r: ••• • • II 

(Vietr,2D Courie:- ,\.:.~ticle - 1'2.',) BB ) pp. 1-2) 

j~ • •• The only i::e.y ou~ ~O?:' ~~he ~ ... S . 2::~p8~ialists is to put 2.Il e~:d to their 
• . .+- • • , ., ......,..., ., ' " . , ~ 

aggY"essl ve ';i2.T) v O ", . .":. "Vt:c.:. ... E.-.. ;· c.~ ~r:el:"" t,roo~s 2r:C. '!/reapo.:1s as 'T,·re..!.....!.. 2..8 t, ~-:os e 0': 
their s2.tellites ) to r'es?<sc'e, t::e ir..c.e::;e::-.cie:1ce , sove:-eignty, unity) 2....'1d 
t er-d.torial ; Y',teg::'ity of Ou.::' CO'l.:...:"'l't-TY 2.3 sti:::lUl2.ted i..i'1 the 1951.;. Genev2. 
Agree..-:--~e:;.ts • , • " II 
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pg. 2) 

1: ••• 2.~!y c.??~02.C:'1 te:--!di:1~ to ScC'J.::--s 7J. :-\: . ~~te:"\re:::t=-O~ i::. t::e Vie~::<:.~ 

si-~::a~iG:~ is 2.lso i~2.::?:..'"'op~i2.-:"2. St;. c~:.. a~:=::,,"'"v2..c>.e3 ~G s2..s~c2..1y- at vc..~=-c.r~cc; 
'!,·[j.th t~e 1954 ·Gc:-:eva 2.g~~ee:::_e:'1ts c:'"'~ ViG-~:--:c..-:: •••• tI 

(D?V Su~tE:'-:e::t Rejecting l? ;:2.tio~-:. A:O:Oc21 - '.l2.0 T 
<.J) pg. 2) 

tr •• • '.l:le DR-V Govey-:·_-::eYC.t c.eclc:c~'cs t:-.2.:- 2.~-:.y 2.:o?ro2.c~ co~,ty-ary to the 2.bove 
st2..::'J.d is in2.?propri2.te ; 2."!':y 2.p~~o2.ch ts:--:,:'i:~3 to sec'l..:re aU. ~1. i..-.'1-ce2."\rentio::1 
in the i!ietnc1 sitt:2.·c'io~ is 2.1so i:12.:o:oY"c~::::.~i2.:.:,e, OeC2.use such 2.:o:oY"oc.c~es c.re 
o2.sic2.l2.y 2:(, v2.ria;-:ce ;-rith the 195!, Ge:-:.ev2. 2.sre;2.'"le::ts on VietY1a.'"l ..• II 

- 'I'2.'J Q, Pe;. 6) 

Ii •• • The Gover~::.e:1t of t::e De:-:1.oc02:t:..C RGyiblic of Vie-c,ne.;:t decl2..res t~2.t 
.,..............,· ...... o"c...., cOY"· ................ ":""""":r - ..!-o ";,,,r.~. ":)""'o"e <:'+r...., ... l -1C' ~Y'..,...elev -;;; + c.'"'n-y c.~"'"' •. ,~ro~c~'l l_.pc.~Q'-iY;g any 2.::- • ..1_ v... ..u_c:..~.; U '-' •• CO c..v v vuc. .• ~ _v ____ c. .• v ) • • - - _ •• ~ -'-',~ 

to aU . ?;. i:--'~te~\ren.:~ion in ~:-:e V:~et:-1a~ sj.-Gu2tion is also irrelevant, bec2..l:.se 
S--';'C:1 2.~?Y"o2ci:.es 2.2.'e 'J2.sic2.l1y 2.t va.ri2.:1ce ':lith t~e 1954 Ge:1eV2. 2.gree:-i'..e::ts 
O~ \Tiet:-:2..:l. f •• 1: 

on PrcsideEt, .Jo::nso:, IS JuJ.y 28, 1965 Press Coni'e:c-ence St2.tC.e"t 
pg . 2) 

II ••• There is r.o othe:c- way) not eve:-: t:1e :::-esoY"ting to U. N. intervent:"o::;. 
L"'1 Vi e"t,!l2.D •••• 11 

t; ••• The U.5. 2ut?--~o~itie3 ~!,8 c.lso fe\.re~ishly tr~li1\.~ b~r e\Te:roy r::ec.r:s :'0 
sec~~e aU. ~··T. inter\re~~~ic!1 iYl \!ict:'!2~1 . '}."'he:T n2..\"e t requested help :ro:-1 t::e 
V:12:L€j ~·!2.t2.o:c-~s r.:.E::-2't:h3:'S!li~ 2.t l2.:'~3e in ge:,ti!'~ pec.Ce t211·:s s.'c2.~-ted. f li1is 
2. ::-.2...~.e'-'.ve:~ to L:S e t::e U:::~ ... 'c. e2. :~c. "':,iO::5 to :'::-.')os e on the Vietn2..'"les e ge091e 

II 

r: •• • )~-:!y U.:\:. ~ e·so=:'~:.ion. i:-! =~·J.~~ne!'2.:--.ce o~ t:'"!e C.~ove U. S. sc~--:·c."2e 't':ill 
be :':1.:11 2_:-:( void 2.:"'3 ~ .. ri..:l CC:7~~le-:'21y C.:'SC:--3C.:":' t: .. e United i·.~c..tior;.s .••• 11 
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so 2.::'8 2!l';/ solutio:-_s "'·;:!:"ch s~.:;~( G" . 1\] ~ i:.-:t 8:--"/ :.::-:':.:.,:"0:.-'" ..... '-'"\ 7...t:c:: 'Viet~2...-:: si tL:E:t :"O:-'.!.) 

b88E.l:.Se Sl.lC:t sol1.:tio~--:s c.:,,'c ':1l:--:~E---::3~tL~:r CO:-.~;"".:2 __ "'2T to -.:. ::e 2..95!~ GC:: e \r2.. E.;:''' 2c::-.:e:'1"i:,s 
-; ':1 Vi", ~n2...!L !J 
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c • •• :~Crie I:::c.ie...~:·l 2J .. lt::'O=-~=-·~:'c;s ~2.-\re :'~2(;s::----t.,~~l cie2l~ ~;;it::! ~_~e est2.~~Jlis:_
!'_~~:I:, c=~ £.::1 .. ·_ 3ic.:.'"'.-':\.~::· :"C2.!l fo:'"'c(! -~o (?S"..:~2;:''''\.'':''38) :,~-_e c:.c::-~-==.:~c2.ti~!l l~~_e ce-c":;eer;. 
:~c~r\~~ 2.r~d So-u.:'~'! Vie-;:r .. 2:.1 2.d ~ ?CQ~"'_3ic.-s:'~2c:.) i-~ 2 neC03S2.:. ... J .. !":_ecSL:.:.. ... e fo:..'" ~::e 
(?rc.:.-~o: .... c..tio:l of) ?c2.ce 2...."'1 t:;is ::":"'22.., * • t: . 

Dan ?rotes~s V. I. is Co:~.!.~ "tl2.~1Ce 'T,-",-;- ..... 
•• _v .. ..; u.s. 

. . . 
2.S r.:.e:-:'::'lO:i.8Q 

Ju::.e 7, 3) 

O:""l t:-.. e L~dic..:! Go\re~~~::c;:-_-: 1 s ~:,"'c:)()s2.1 SC~:_e ti-::e 2go, is cielibe:--2.te2.y to i5:-~Q:"'e 
the l:.~tL:~·e 2:_d t~B C~""i6i!1 of t:'!.e 'f .. ;2.r in 1Ji et~s·:'t ••• 11 

'l'ab V, pg. 3) 

D~ ........... 
_ ... c:... . !. VE..n Do::.g October 4; 1965 -

I': •• 'l'!ic United States is ~:::.~c)osi:'; ,?-22.Ce tcl1:.:s, ~'" '·.'hic!! :::.;:, dOes ::ot 
belie'\re) :Ll -C:'\::,3:-' ·::'0 esca::>2 c:.roi·~i.cis:-:: i"::'C:.7~ trlese t~i:"i pc.r,t .. ies 0:: gooe:. 2..::
:'e:1t:'O~! 2:-~cl ~:.~o=----·~d ~'''':81ic o}~:.:-::io~;. ~::·~ic.::r is s~e2.diljT L:.ou_:"lti~~~ 2..g2.i.:;.st ..!-v ~ 

~'~rc''':s:: t~ese 1!c.:''''io-J.s ;::.e:"~"1cc.s ~~:.e Un=-'::'eC~ S~C:..tes is L,:-:;r~--;.s to te s~ 0-"':':"" G.~t=-~:;.c~e. 

!! ~ •• _ t, is 

I: •• ':;e 
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" .. , pp. 

,i .... CI.~_ c::::.):: ... d.i~.:; t..v "\I2..r·=-o~s S81l~C ,~ .3:; -::-.02 :: .. S.; GC";j2:.. ... :.:- .. o2;-:lt :'"~ c.s ~:-l:O: .... _::8.:!. 

a r(0..:"2C8r of o-tr:z::. .... go;~,,.c:.r.~-.:.-.2-:_-=:,S ""c,.:'3.-l, 2.:...::.'" :.-'2.:..c.s 2;2.:':::S':~ :'::8 ~::. if c..:. .... 2= to C;.3 
sus~e:---~dc:':' : ... :. ... 0:--:1 r. 0 0:-.. ( ':!z..S~--=-:'-.:3tc :! tir::.e~· l2 ;':2Y 1565 ti.2.1 t~i e fol2.o":f.:-~:S 
i.·:ec~:; 2.:-_~ -t~:c:~ :-l"18 Ur:.=-':(.,sd. S':,:~:~'3 ~ is ~2~c.."'I ~.:,() ~2;S'c..!"_:; ~(_ .3 T2.ics if U.3. 
~:1d ~:)'..:·,'))::;t t:COO?3 2.:.:.."2 s·,-:jj 3c·~. ·:;d to :-~ '-::""<:. ~--s.:.' ~:.t..-cc:.c:~:s i." .. S01..~t:~ \Tie"tna:7 .• 
~n ~ati~g ttis pa~fi(io~s a1lag~tio~, t~2 U.S. egg:asso:s have no 
othe:. ... 2.iT;~ tr: an to covel'" ~p t::'c:":- e:c~:c·e:-.-_el~l dc: ·;!:?;e:.r-o~:s 2.cts i:--!te~3if~l~~::; 

t.he "~·~~r i!1 \!~e-C!!2.7:;, a:r.d so~t:_ e:'S-t. Asi2. 2:C:Q cS.t t~e S2-:.~ .. 3 ti:7:.e :'0 ci~ce~:\fe 
:·:or lc. P:lo::i c o?i!1io~:. O~! t~~e so-c2.11ed U .. So' p.82.ce "( .. f.!..llo .• " 

!J. ocThi s t,i !~&es in tr.e :2.~ :; of t:-... 3 ~,~o"C.:-:ti!!g Y;:Q'";/e:-~:e·(J..!':' :0: .... c.:.! er.:.G to 
the c:.gg:.. ... essi172 ~·~Z.l~ i~! So:.:. .. ~~ ~Iiet;:!2-'7.. c_ .. "- ~o the . bO~I-~o:,~:; 2.:r.8. s:,:. .... .::.~iDg 
oJ.." t~e D~l/, t::'e U oS I) GO\7·2:. ... [' .. ::. : 3 ~ -::, has r:::. t :::o~n:·;a:. .... d. t~e so-cc..l:sG s:,:s -?2r:sio~--: 

a'!":~oge,;'~ly t,:-:e 'c 
~cz S;:'Cf .. 2.cQ "[.0 ':Jy 
tl:.e i~ 2.gents by 

-;-::-3 S1..:S?'::~!s=-o-,:-_ 

2. CE::.3s2.tio::. Oi'" 

t::8 )00)18 e:--:.c 

of [ ... 3-.1 c:.2.! .... r2.i,.Qs on tha 
attac\s 2~ainst t~e U.S. 
lioe:t2:G:'o:: a-:':,:y in So,c:th 

c.gg:,~eSS~l-- S 2.t:d 
Vietr;,2.~--::~ g 0 :1 

~:tic::: in t::e so .. ~cc2-1c-=~ s :,:s::c:1sic:-1 02, ... c:~: ... :42.iC:s c..gc:ir:st r\~oTth \lie -c'~2.~ c.S 

2. deceitfll~ :-_~2.~ell\/2 r C~eSi6~-:2:: to pa~i3 the 1'!2..y fOT 1}.e~;l D"S. 2.cts of ~ .. 'a.:" .. 
The -p2 ~~::;-lovi:.!g '~8o?les 2:-.:d gC\Tei.~l-:~::2:.:~·S i~ tl'1e 1·~orld 2~ce fiT2ly d c; ~~: 2.:::::'

ing t: .. 2:e, t~e ~!!=-·~c ·:i S~2:~SS e-: .. ',:l i~s 2ZZ :::"2Ssi'le 1,;&:t in SOl::.n Vie~~2-r. ; s':'~),? 

for good the s2vage ~o~ti~g a~~ st'!"a:~~g raids ageinst the DRV, en~ 
s(!r't.::;r..:.loasly OO SeY"'!3 2-:'C cJ~':('ectly i:-:&ple~-:e':!t the 195L( G2:1e"vc:. ag~"e 8:-_2;r:"~S 
0:1 'liel,r:Z}l. The DRV crO-:/e:. ... ~::-,:e'("~ ·G aff:..:. ..... :."~s once 2.g2..in th2.t the f ou: .... -..p,oi: .. ~:::. 
st2..:12. :-:lade p'J.olic c~, 8 ,:'~:.~il 1965 is t:~e c:11y so~,:d basis f or a po1i '(,ical 
settle~er:t 0 2. ... t~~e Viet~':::,l p:..noQle~-;;,o' ~ 

(:,1ha:: :Car; ?yotests U.K. Gove::",:.:-::e:1V s CO-:l::iv2'::ce , -2\:';'1 tne United Ste'ces~ 
JUl':S 7,1965 -"Tab p~ p. 3) 

:1 • •• In r.:id-.>~" :2.y, '! .. T~"'lile t:"':3 'J oS') l ez..c.ing circles b02st.~d ~20l;:~ 2. ~Z.i..:SC 

in t~-:e 2.i~S ':~ T'ikeS C.:£2.i.~lSt ~'~c ~",,·t, :! \liet:;,~:'. :.) t~8 Uys. i.~:~>3 r"ialists did !".ot 
C2:2.se s3:;ding c:~:,c~2_f-~ to :'~ 2;Gor:~:.oi t2::" ~:-_d. stri>:e )!o~~ -th V:. e t:-:.2.: 2.:;.d :. .... '~ .s~.:.~~5 

r:~ore u.S. troo?s 2~:i 1·~2 2.)~~S :..~!-:~O Sc·..:-·:..:~ 1i::"etr:2..r::.. T[~3Se f2.c~s e::28:-s 1.:.S 

\:'0 ~~~e~sta~c t~2..t int2nsification 
~/ie ~::---.2,; is t~.e -D2.S :' C ;;,')l::'c;y of :'~e 

of t~e,2gg~as5ive ~ar in 
i :-:-.. ::<~:-:· ic.lis-t. S 0 

~en~s 2~O~t r.egoti~~~c~s 2~d Ce~se-::"~e~ tj2Y ~~e b~t 
c:..~ec.tir:~ .fG'/o~c.ole cc:,:::.::..t::.c::s : 0:'-' t:-:e ~2.:,"'~~r :'~6 o::.t of 
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(Joi~t As~hi-~2iniehi 
Tat> CC, P? L:-, 7) 

nOTt.~: 2.t one ti!',:e bl.:-(' teat ~·~c:.s o111j" 
Gs(;:.l.s.t:!.o~c.o., ~ to' 

:!-r.. :-:a::.oi 

11'0. 0 Ea~lier , the United S~2 .. tes "9~"'o::2..g~~--:.c.ize.2. ·t,:-~ 2.t it had sus,?2r!ced 
bo:;:o:"r:.gs ag2-inst tl:e :-2or~:: :.. ... c~ sO~e C2..ys~ ~o~:·:evc:,~, ::':3 lre ~e r:o:, 2.ole 
to !"e s::c.:'lQ ~ 2..S t~e S· ___ S?3:1S~O:1 of the 8o:-::~in.gs l.'ie:.~e 2.i:-.'".8d. 2:':' elici ti~-::::: 
our cor~ 3~-=--!7.. ·co d.er.:'[l'-~~s 1t::~=- C~:' ~'i"3 c 2.r_-:~c"-~ p::;ssio~JI' 2.Cccpt'! T0e t e::7":?O::-'z.::'"O"Y 
SUSP-3 ;:lS:'0::1 '·T2.S 

possio:"y c..cee~::J"t 

rather a p:a~3xt fo~ fU:~~6r escalatio~. ~e ca~~ot 

sue',....., ..!.. .-. .......... v-""\-"" - '''y s·us· .... .......... ...... .! 0- o~_ s·uc·.'"l c.' ~-.'_'.'.'._~_ "~ c:. : .1/ • " V c:;., • .;--V~ ,;....~. , ' '~":; __ ;:''':'' .: • __ • ..;. ~ _ 
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u. s . :·;O\r:~S 

. ( DRV State!:'lent July 5, 1964 - 'lao B, pp . ·1-2) 

I: ••• 1:!ith reg2..rd to Eor~~ Vietn2J':l, t~e U. S . L~per'ialis~s have i:rt, er.s i-:
fi ed t :-,eir provoca:,ive and sabotage activities ar.d thr'ea~e:1ed to ex~er:d 
t::eir ,·;ar to t,ne north .... 1: 

I : • •• the f·;ationcl Asse:::b1y of the D~V resolutely de::1ar..ds t~at the U. S. 
Gover:-::-.1cnt stop at once all its provocati V8 2...'1d saootage activities against 
the DilV .I.r 

IIShould the U. S. irr.pe~.iclists a:,,:d their stooses be rash eno'J.gh to 
expand their \-lar to l(orth Vietna.":l , all people of i('orth Victna.-:t , nil1:i.o:"!s as 
one L'l2...'1 , would stand up together 1'Tith the people in the south to de:eat th e.-:t ••. II 

----. --------------

( DRV Foreign Hinistry Letter Septe:l'.ber 4, 196L, - Tab C, pg . 1 ) 

II, • • Since its UI'.'\·rarrant ed attacl{ 2.gainst the Dli.V on 5 August 1964, 
the U , S . Goverr::le~'lt has increa~.ed its Lli1itary build-up in South Vietna..-:t 
and southeast Asia •. .• I I 

1I\,·.Jhile carryine out t his large-scale move. ... aent of troops , the U. S . 
authorities have openly an..'1ou..'1ced the possibility that I'ridel' action against 
r;orth Vietnall night beco88 necessary.". II 

(:Nha.'1 D2...'1 Editorial ) Dece.-:loer 19, 1961.;. - Tab D) 

II, ,. \.'fnile being unaole t o '..rin in South Vietnain, they even threaten to 
attack the I{orth, thus opening a ne'" ' .. rar •••• I I 

(DRV Kote of Protest February 9, 1965 ' - Tab pg. 1) 

II. , • The 7 2....'1d 8 Febru2.ry 1965 2.ir 2.t t2.d: is a ne .. r, extre::1ely serious 
... act of \'iar perpetrated by the United St2:tes agab.st the DRV ) a nost brazen 
violat ion of irl.terna~ionc.l le: .. r and the :95l.;. Ge:1eva agree.-:teats on Vietnc.::l ) 
and 2....'1 intoleraole challenge to the Horle. I s peoples ••.• II 

( DRV-USSR Joint State."'::e::t Febr'J.ary 10 ) 1965 - Tao F , pg, 2) 

liThe hro goverl"'.i':.ents el"',e:.~geticc.lly co;-:.c.e::m the aggressive acts on 
5 August 1961;. of the United St2..tes , especially tne barbarous attacks by the 

u.S. 
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U.S. A~r Fe::-'ce eel t::e t erritor:, of t::3 D?.\l Oel 7 2..eld 8 ?e':Jrua.ry O:i.~ t::is ycar 
in t:"'!e 2!"ec..s of DO:1g l-:oi ar:d i.~i~~ Lir:::' . ?he~;- reg2..rd t::ese 2.cts 2.S cc~?le~ely 

Llco~""!sist,C~1t '.\;i~h i:J.ternc.:~,io:1cU 1 2.','[ c.r..d the 1954 Ger:ei /2.. i ... g~ee..-:1G:its ••.• II 

( Ho 5) 1965 - Ta':J G, pp. 1-2) 

I : ••• For over 10 ye2.rs DO'd ) the U. S . ~:lp'3riCl..lists have ,·raged an c:.ggr8ssi ve 
'·:2..r il1 Sou.!L,h Vietn~"l1 in eLY) 2.t te.::'.?t to t~Y'l t~2.t zo:-:e into 2.. U. S. ne'.·,r-type 
colo:ty ar.d ;;cilitary b2.se 2.!"'.d to p;:'olo:1.S trw partitio:-l of 01].;:' cew;try .•.• I I 

1;ln a..."'1 atte":'.pt to extricate t::e.-:,sclves fro::!. t::eir i:-.1)aSse ) t:le U.S. 
:L'7lpcri2.listsare feveris:uy intensifyin:::; a::ld stepping up t!"i e 2..8gressive ':[2: 

i n South Vietn2.L-:1 .•. the i·,'2..;:' is bebg c:c.r"~ied to the north i,:ith repeccted 2.ir 
a::ld navc.l e.tt2.c~S being br2.z e:liy lauJi.chec. on rJ.any places of the t erritory of 
the D::tV .••• 1I 

HOf 1 2..te ) t he U. s. in~peria.lists have Pltt fo~·,rard rnisle2.ding tal~ aboL:.t 
p e2.ce 2.nd negotiation . The p eoples of t ::e ',-10rld are fully 2.'-.'ic.:re oi their 
asgressive arld "\':ar1i..'-<:e nature . To step 1].p 2.ggression in South Vietn2-';l 
a nd to bo::-.b t!1e no:.. th are p2.rt of their policy of specic.l vla.rfa.re. By such 
2.ds) they also 2.:L"TI. c:.t bringing 2.':Jout 2.n. c:.dvw."'1t2.geous position so as to be 
abl e ) in case of necessity, to negotiate fro~ a position of strength . This 
policy is ' .. lJ.~oY'.g and C2.Dnot b e carried ' out .••• II 

---------_._-----

( Pha1":l Van DO:1g ls Report to D2V I~atioDc.l Asse.::-~bly April 8 , 1965 - Tab :-I ) pp.2)3,5) 

1l ••• Tocc:.y) the U.S. ~perialists are obligned to refer to the Geneva 
agree:;;.ents on 1fietr,2.."TI. but ,'rith tne aiJ:l of ciistor:'ing the basic principles of 
the agrea-:1ents i n order to perpetuate our co~~tryts ciivision ~"'1d to consider 
the north and the south 2.S hro e"tirely different n2.tions •.•. Ii 

ft ••• ln his speech, Preside~t Jonr.son spoke of peace) the e~d or the 
.... r2..r, 2...nd unconditional nego·~i2.tio:-:s) ho~';ever ) the U.S. goverr-;."":",e::lt is nO" [ 
ir-.tensifying the 2.gsressive ':i2.""-~ in S01].th Vietr,a.::l ~"'1d extendi.:'J.fS the H2: to 
:r~orth Vietn2..'":1) and accordi."s to Ge::erc..l Taylor I s state:::.ent , · the;:'e will be 
no l :L':1it to the aggress ion 2.sc~ inst ~;o:cth Viet:l2;-n • •.• II . 

II • •• By engc:.ginf, in this hig:-uy dangero-..:.s nilitary 2.dven:'ure ) they 
stupidly ::c?e to co','[ our peo~J1e a:-:d c.lso i ::ti:"::id2..te pe2.ce-lov-i ':g gover~:;-.e:::ts 

d ~ . . , 1 rl m- , ".L l ' "'-, 1 ' a."'1 peopJ..8s In i:.!l e '..:or -\..... ~nc;y [lope i:.:12.v our peop_e 2.::10. v:i. e peo~:Les of toe 
i','o:'ld \ 'r-; 11 fli."ch out of fear) 2..."d tht.:s they i·;ill be in a position to shift 
fro:n. 2. '.,:e2.l<: to a strong position ! I I 

Ii • • • ',·Fh2.t C2J.lSeS us to ~e ::-~ov-ed 2.::d e~~:YJsi2.s~ic is t~2.t in r e cent 7lonths , 
in t::e U:1it e~ States itself) ' 2. ::-.ov e~::.eT:t ::as bee:'1 develo?i.:.:s ',.;id81y to o::=-?ose 
the U.S. :L--::?erialists ,'.':'10 ar e ste:??~g u? t he ':leI of agg~~ession. in S01..:.th 
Vietnc::l a....v:d ir:C:roe2sing their ac:'s 01" 1'laY' ag2ir:.st l'.yorth Viet::.~--:: • ••• II 

---------------_._- _ . , 
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Ii ••• t:'e United St2.tes is still ke0pi:"':G a course fo~~ tne e}j:,e;:sion 
of the 2.ct s of 2.£:;gressio:1 2.g2.i;:st the people of South Vietn2..!l 2.:-:d does not 
s eek to e:qlore 2.ve::ues lcc.cii;;,; to 2. pC2.ccful solution of the V:"etn2..":'.ese 
proale::l . I I 

lilt is signific2.nt that t::e st2.tc:e::t by the U.S . Presicie::t on 2. so
cc..llec. :;ec:.ceful settle:::er:t h2.s Deem. :'.E.Ce 2.t 2. tL-::.e "rhen furt::'er bc~::"::li:-!gs of 
.!.' t..,....·~.:..·,.... ... -"' ~h D-:.--' ,.....~.;...:; :)~,11-1 ,..,\i..:..!..,T., ...... "r'~t'~-ia"""'l .... e ,· "r"'Ien "ne e.l. r .Lvo~ J Ool v,.e c .. ,oc~ c;,V.LC "cpuo~_c 0.:. ,.!.e vr.a. .. c.~ ~ 2..."' ..... '1 0 _~_C.c , ,T., 
there C.re further move:-:'.ents of ;:.-,ericE.:1 r.,ilit2.ry units 2.;:d \-re2..po:1s to 
Sou.tn Viet;;c;::. to s tep up the bloody 2.gg:::-ession 2.g2.iIlst the people of South 
Vietn2.."'J -- 2...'1C these aggressive actions cO::-ltinue .... II 

( DRV State"'Jent 2ejecting 17 ~2.tion Appec..l - T2.a J, pg. 1) 

" ••. To soothe 2.::d ~isle2.d p~'olic opinion, on 7 Ap:::-il 1965, u.s , 
Presic.ent L:;rndon Joh.'1son spo!.:e of pe2.ce 2.r:.d ir:.c. eper:der:.ce in South Vietr.ct"'J , 
of unconclitionc..l n~zotiations to·;i2.rd a p-::>litic2.). solution to the ~-:ar in 
South Viet!12..":'l . Ee ' even pro;aised to set 2.side 1 billion collars to develop t::'e 
econo:~y 2.nd raise the living st2.nd2.rd of the peoples in southe2.st Asic..:l 
countries. 3ut in this ver'y speech, Johnson ciecl2.red that the United States 
'-rill not , .. r:..tr:dra':T fro::--, South Vietn2,L/l 2.nd will inte~sify its 2.ir raids 2.g2.inst 
~~orth Vietn2..";l. 

(nnw Da:1 Attack on President Jor,nson r s ;··iay 13, 1965 Speech - T2.'o l-f , pp. 1-2) 

" •.. O:cce 2.g2.i~ Joh~son cl2..";lo:-ed that the United States is ready for 
unco:1ditional discussions. But he coul':' not hide his sinister desig:1 , 
,-.'hich i s eiisclosed L'1 his m'lrl s:?eech . Before s:?e2..king of unco;:di tio:r:c..l 
dis cussior:s , johnso:1 decl2.:::-ed t::'at the United St2.:'es , .. rill not 2.'oando:1 
its c O::~;:li t~,1e;:.t to its nencr_-'.e:1 i:!. S2.igo:"'., wei d.Sht 2.fter speaking of lL'1-
conditio::-1c..l discussions , he th:-e2.tened tr.2.t if Korth Vietr:~;1 refus es to . 
negoti2.te 0:1 U. S . ten.s, t~is i-rill only nean d~"2.ze to l-!orth Viet:12.."'J; ... 11 

" •. . As reg2.rc.s ~·:o::'tn Vietn2.."".1 , t he U. S. ir:1.peri2.lists h2.ve unceasir:gly 
int e~sified their ' .. T2.r of c.estr'J.ction . ••. Ii 

II ••• The U. S. 2.ggresso:::-s 2.::'e esc2.1ating the "·r2.:::- i n a ei2.nge:-ous r::2...'1ner . 
This is 2...'1 ~'1cie:1ia'ole f2.c t. ~~e so-cc..lled unconditionc..l discussions are 
obviously 2. 'oig s·,-r::..ndle .... II 
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II ••• The U. s. tric1.-:: is r..ot~i~; nE;~,'.r . It is to 88 ~ecilled t~2t o~ 7 Ap~il 
1965 u. S. ?:--esicc:-~t J O~:!SO:1. ::2G to S?82'-<:01 u:lco:-:di tio:'.il ciscussio;~s ar:d 

-'"" 1 c:-..:....!..l ..... -,....'Y"'\ ..!.. 0-:-'" ..! ......... ~ iJ-:e..:...."" ..... "'""1 Y' ...... Oh1e:- p~~..!... ,..;-...:..;.. ':l~"r"'\ 0""'" ~o"",:,- "" ..... -.... .;...":;.)"'\ 'peaceJ..~ ....,~vlJ_t:..._ .. t:_ .. i.J .-. V .. ,L,- J-:"'" V_A.:::....J, . ~.:.. .J....!- .t • • • • -J~V 1 • ..l,.I,..0 ! .. _ .. .. .I._C .1. _ • .... v ... c:._vt,:; .... 

t hes e ~y"Co c::i tic2.l ':,'o:--c.s ) a::1ot!:cr 16) CCJ U. S. troops ::2 V8 8eerl s ez:.t to 
S 

1 · " ~, ... . . ~ • • , n T- S' . , . .... i outn Vle-c,~~--:1 ) ,,1.US O~lc:.,::;lr.Z "C:le s:.rer.;'.:,n Ol U . • -c,:;:-OOPS "(,ne~e "Co Dca::"_Ly 
50 )000 . U. S. 2i::-' Y'aids a3:ai:-,s~.:, Eorth Viet:!2.."'.:. h2.ve ''''.creE.sed fou::"fou1c. as 
eo~:tp2rcc '::ith tr.e pe:--iod fro::'. 5 August 1964 to 7 April 1965 .. . . 11 

liBy r"clciD3: t~e e ess2.tio;l 0: the So· .. l.th Vie"c,~c.::;esc: people I s just struggle 
a cODditio~ for the e::1dir'.g of t!:8 U. S. 'oo:::'oi.:!,5 21d st:'afi..'g of Korth Vietn2..;}) 
t he U.S . Gover:;:-,:e;:t has clc2.:~ly reveclecl its sche::le to prep2..:'e fo~ an 
i ntensific2tio:l 2.tld expansion of the 1·rE..r" 2gc .. i:1st the D;?\T •••• tl 

I:'l'he DRV GOVC:Ci,-~e~l.t resolutely ez~o'ses the U. S. Govern;:"ent I s tric~~ in 
t he so-called susperlsion of air raiCs 2.S2.inst l~orth Vietrl2.:'TI as a deceitful 
m2.Jl.euve~ desig::-led to p2.Ve the '<:ay for r:.e .. J U. S. acts of Har , . . . 11 

( D P ~ ~ U V I C ' , . , t ' U S Nhan 'ail rOvesvs . J\ s ODrllV2.nCe i'.'lL,.l, ne •. June 7) 1965 - Tab P , pg. 2) 

11 • •• Being bitterly defeated in'Soutll Vietn2.Jll and stro:lg1y protested 
and conc.E::;:ned by the 'IJorld peoples) the U ,S. h:peri2.lists are I:'.acly stepping 
up and ezp2.ncling the war ) hoping by so coing to get out of their :Lllpass e .. . • II 

( DR.V 1I:'!hite P2.per ll 
- Tab Q) pp,2-5 ) 

II, • • In an att e.:-::pt to f ind a Hay out of this crU:!:8ling position) the 
United St2.tes plots to eArtend the ,':ar beyond South Vietne.:n. 1 s boreers . 

"Since e2.rly 1964 the U. S . rulw..g ci:.~cles in HasniJlgton have envisaged 
carrying the vt2..r to l'~orth Vi etYlc.~ • •• • Ii 

", •• ~!ote:.'orthy i s pla.."'. Ko . 6 'Iror~~ed out by Halt t'r. J.ostm·T) the policy 
pl2...Yl.:1.er of the U. S. State De::JC0t'-1ent, This pl2...'1 emrisages three stages: 
f irst st2.ge : naval block28e of r:aiphor:.g po:..~t ; seco:-d stage : naval att2.cks 

-on Hor:'h Vietil~:l C02.stal instc..l12tions ; a::1d thi::-d s tage : air bO~ibi.,gs of 
IITorth Viet ;12.:'1 • • • • I: 

", •• The United States says t;'1at l-c, ':!2.:rts a peace':uJ.., settJ_e~ent of t he 
, 'v " b " " ... -, " .l. " . ' 11 . "" l.':a~ I n leL,n2.." ) U"C 2."(' "(,~e sS:::c "('::"''':':.e l"C c.eC_2.::"es "Ci1a" l"(' 'tTll __ no-c, ':i:."C;:c.ra~'r ) 

either openly O~ unde~ the C~02{ of c =e~~i~6less ag~eese~t . h ?ecCefl~ 
settle.~:ent ':,'nie:" coes not i:'.cl1.:c.e the "'ithc.:'a'.·;21 of' U. S . s2.tellite troops 
f ro::J. SO'J.t~ Iliet::2--:l C~~"10~ De ~"'egc...rdeC: 2..S Sl:.C:r by sour~d-:±'ded people •• .• n 

liThe United Sta.tes S2.ys :' _~2."C, it ~ ... i·2.T"~-:'S to Seek a peace':\J. settle..~e:1:' of 
t he 'r.,,rar ir: Vietr:c.~ be(!2.L.:.~~e it ',·:2.:-:'-:'s p22.Ce to be quickly- restored ) but i.t 
dee~s it r:ecessc.ry to ir:crec..se its :r:e s:;,:o~se c.:--~d 7:-.. 2-1(e attac~s by 2.ir •.• . 1/ 
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" •. , .;;:-!l~1 8 tal~<in[!; 2.bou-:- pe2.Ce , t:,e U:::ited St2:ces CO:1ti...,:ue ~.:,o intc:-lsify 
t he \.[a..::: in So\].t~ Vietn2.!71 ar.d -'.:.0 .:::::<:te::-.d t~e ',·,'2.r ':!ith its 2.ir fo:::'ce 2.:1d ::-:2.'V'J 

to !';ort~ Vietn2.r.1. This r:12.y lC2.d to unforesee2.o1e consequences. ..•. It 

l!The 2.E:gressive and be:'licose fea..ti.:res of thc U.S . Gove::::-':.:8nt 2.re further 
l2.id ba:::'8 by the follmd.Y"(; er~~oga..:1t, act:.o:1: C1 21> April 1965 President 
Jo!1nso!1 cies:.gn2.ted the i·::'ole of VietnC:l 2.:-:d l:,:le ':;2.te::'s 2.QJ2.cer.t l:,:lereto up 
to 100 ~:l-;'1 os fro:-:1 the Vietr:2.:-::ese C02.s-'.:.s, er:d P2.rt of the t er:::i-:-o:::,ic.l \·:2.-:-8~~S 

of t!1e Chir:ese Peoples R.e?ublic 2.:~ou.:-:.ci the ?2.::'2.cels of Isl2.C'.ds, 2.S a cC.02.t 
zone of the U. S. c.:::-:;:'3d forces . 'This is in essence a 1::ove to' .. .r2~~d 2. bloc~:2.ge 
of the DJ.V 2nd , 2.t t:-le Sc_':le ti:-:w , 2. preparation for larger-scale :-:1ilit2.ry 
advent'..l-reS .... tl 

(Thong ?:2.t Article July 1965 - T2.o R, pg. 2 ) 

l ! • • • Obviously, 2.S lor:g 2.S t:1e U. S. l..':lperialists contL"luc to spin such 
nonsensical sto::cies 2.nd to explain the southern people ! s uprj.sing 2.5 a 
reaction to Eorth Vietn2r:-,ese ccz;gression so 2.S to D2.Ve 2. prete:<:t for att2.ckir.g 
the m.v, this ..,·:ill mean th2.t t!1e U. S. i-:r?erialists' still "'-:2.nt to cO!1tinue 
.. Tar and that it 'I-rill be :irilpossible to acn.leve p~2.ce.; in other 'dords, the 
Unit ed States HEl continue to attack the North a..Yld the northern people 
.. .-Till be obliged to return 'olm-[s .••• q 

( D~V Gover~len~ State~ent o~ Preside~t Johnson!s July 28) 1965 Press CorJerencc 
Tab T, pg. 1 ) . 

II ••• This Dypocl~itical t2.lk CCl.D.l'1ot possibly cover up and distort the 
t ruth. L'1 fact , the U.S. Goven.c?":1ent has s2.bot2.ged the 195L, Ge~eva agree
ments or. Vietr.a.--::, trc.::cpled u;.o~ :Lnte:A~atio~'lal la':[s , c o~ti."'.uo~sly intervened 
i..'1 th e i.'1terr:a1 aff2.irs of the Vietnc::,ese peo:?le, sent U.S. troops agai:-:st 
the South Vietnc:::ese people Jbo::1'oed and str2fed the territory of the T'J?.V, 
and h2.S gone to the length of bluntly st2.ting th2.t it 'tlill not I-lithdra',-[ 
r ro:l1. South Vietn2..";1 .... II 

II ••• It is talking 2.bout. pe2.ce disc"'J.ssio::1s to conce2.1 the plc.n for L'1-
t ensified ".ler . Its design is to prolo:-:.g iIldefinitely the :?c.rtition of 
Vietr:s!l ~:.r..d to stick to SO"'J.'~h Viet!1C:::' ir: a bid to turn th2.t zo:::.e into a 
U.S. r:e--! type colo!1Y 2.~d :7':ili"':'ary base :E:o:.~ att2.ck against the D?1.V , tous 

J* eODaI'c:.izL"12 "Ce2..Ce in ll..sia 2..::'~ t~e 'w'~·o:..~lci •••• If . - - . 

. t:Tf'le D?1.V Gove::-C::.e:::.t o::.ce 2.gai.'1 e::"::-,::Joses t::e U.S . aut::orities! deceptio~ 
of 'U.."'.coLc.itioncl discussions , ':Jhic!1 is in esser.ce a pe:-:E:idious f.'.2.::.eu'rer 
to ~ipose by force 0!1 the Vietr.~~ese people su~~ission to the U.S. policy oi 
a.ggre ss ~o:1 .•.. 11 
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2) 

I: ••• ~o b·:32..t 2. dr:::--:-~ fo~ t::.is dece~·~:~l.~ ~02.C3 , J O:--~_20::: h2.s 8ee~'1 b;:: i =-:/
hooi..~~ ~:-:~~ t:-:.e U:-lited St2.tE:S ~:E.S D2.G.8 cO::-:.s:!.c.el"'2.-:)le cc~--:cessio:-~s) t~2.:' -... r2.3~-
• • •• - • ~ ..... ,-..: .;.. '"" _. ":: 0' . ..... .:..~..:.!.._:'I ..:....'.!...!. ....... 7:- ....... .;.:.·e...: ~·-,...:...es 
l.Y!g-c,O:1 L,~:..e.:. 2..':;2.2-..~ C':.!1Q c:..:;c..-=...:': 1...10 C.:.'1cI.:..se -=-vS c.vv..!.:""L!~e ) v.:'! 3.v v.l e v __ ~v I..... u .... ·..:..v 
, . ~ ~ . ... ,. ilV" ,. ~ ' r':""'~ ':C 

Go es ~ot. c~posc IT'ee eJ...eC7...lC:-.. S ~:1rou8::ol.l-~ 2-:..__ le"C:1c..;:l a.:~c. l.S :;:--ec.c.J vv '-~'-'-

cuss 22.' .c>i r s ?::'C»C>s2.1s •••• I : 

1! ••• t~!e Viet.::2..-:!.ese pe09:!..e !:2.\re 'S2(:::1. cle2.rly t::e U.3 . agg:~essi\re desig:r;. 
th~ou.S~ t::ei!-- peaceful neso.!~i2.-:'io~ .s s:::.o:,,: esc~een : the United St2.tes nev"e:
sneaks of ... ·:i-ttdTa-;i2.1 0: U. s . t~oops 2.:-:d '/;e2..pons f~ o:-:l SOLlth V2.et::-:2J:l, c¥~ol:..t~o~ 
O "{' u t., r:1"'!i ~t~'f"'ir ~ '"l ses 4'"""; 50" ..I\..1'i 'Ji c:::t"'-""-;-"l e..r.d c.! ucr~',-,itc e;v'l to "'t.l"'lo :1 -, \ cl~~··· 11.~",: : 1 J... .. '0.....1 • • ~--- '---J........ -_ . ...... -.. --.....- .• , -- .... ---- - . .. '- • _.... _ ....... ...........-. 

bo:!'.bir:g r2.ids or; i'-:o::,th Vietr;a""2. This :7!.e2..."lS th2.t t:i e U. S . L'";!per:. 2.lists ,·rill 
continue tc> C2."C':"J c>ut thei::, 2.ggressio::1 in Viet::12.;'"J. 2:-i viol2.te :::05"" 
Seriotls l::r the o£:.sic 9ro11isio:"ls of the Ge!!C\"Cl 2.sr ee:-::e~ts ':r:iile ur:.le2..shir.g 
t~eir peacefl:l riegotic..tio~_s s· .. ri:r\;.dle . - :·~o::--eQ\re~ro > rig:tt e.t the ~o~!le:-l.t ~'!:!e:! 
they ",'ere S~ecC..:j':;'~8 of pe2.cef~l ~r;.egot2-c...!Ctions ) t~e:T h2.'\le br2.zenl~T !Jourec. t e:~s 
of thousc.!lds of 2.ggressi\re troo?s in~o SOllth 1Iiet::a:"7: a""1Q incrQ2.sed OO:-:1~~:'1g 
r2.ids 0::1 I'Cor".:.h Vietna:,1 to 2.:.'1 eve:" fie::'c2r e):i8r:c. 3y so doinG) unques·t.iC>::12.o1y 
the U. S . i':l?eri2.lists 2.::'e delioer2.tely thY'o':!i;.;.g eve"C'y possib'; i i ty on t!:e 
politiccl settle.::ent of the Vietn2J1 iss-c.e i nto the g"C'es.test i"'"1ps.sse •.•• II 

" ••• The e::-..."L ens io!", of 2.ir at tac~~s on iJc>rth Vietna":'.. by the U. S. i.:.pC:Tialists 
i s 2.:: e)::tre::lely blat2.~1t 1·.'2.!' act aea2.:'lst ""he DRV) c..c"l independent c..c'1d sove"C'eig:: 
cOU!ltr~T .. 'lhis i s c T:"'.osJ(., se:::.roious viol2."tior:. of the 1964 Geneva e.gY'e2::--~ei:.-tS O~ 
Indoc~i~a ) of the U . ~: . Ch2:~er , and o~ inter~2.tio:1c.l 12.~ ·1 . In their es(;222.tion 
2.g2.ins~.:. rc>rtn Viet"s'"J. the U. S. :iJ.1pe~::"alis ·t.s have co:::.:::itted In::.u.--;:c..c''le c ri:".i.es) 
bombi.'1g c..c'1d str2.fi:-lg de::sely populated 2.:""82.S ) Tn2.ny hospitals ••• II 

II ... The U. S . :L!(?erialists st -i i l.. cont i.."lue the esc2.12.tion ir! the no!'th .... ·' 
They m2.y eve~-: st2..:."t 2. ne1:T KOY'e2.n H2."C' i::1 this a!'e2 .• ••. r: 

II ••• In his sp2ech on 28 July Presil-:ent Joh~so::1 eve::1 b eg2..'1 to talk 2.bout 
his re2.c.iness to discuss 22...'1oi r s prc>~c>s22.s, to r:'.8ntion the ouestion 0: ::,e
unifybg Vietn2.."1, 2...'":d t::'e :?LS~! . ~'rrW is the::'-e such 2. ch2.J."lge? Is th2.t 2..'1 
indicatioY1 of 1:Jashir.::sto:J. t S ':.~:21~v:gness for pec.ce ? 

lI R (;p~yi!i.g to this C2.~es~=-o::1) ";e r:~ust co:-:side:ro not the stc.te~~e!"'~ts by the 
U.S. rcii.?:.5 c-i-"-'cles, but t::ei:c ceeds ! ~·.~:'2.t haVe t:rey dO:1e? 1he.Jr h2.Ve 
bee::1 i..~te: :;.s =-f2ri_---:.g t :-:'e 2.:sg:.'"'c,sS2. V2 ',';2~ 2-:. SOL:t~ '.iiet:--l2..""1 2-~d ste~p~~g up :,he 
escal2.:'io:-: L"J. t~e no:,-::'~ •••. :: 

2.'::lc-..:t ? e2.ce 
CO'le~ t:? :~is ".~~ SC:l e.."":".es ; t:;'e ::'O:::'e :-:e tc.L~s 2..bout pe2.ce the !:'.ore r, e S-~e?S up 
the "","ar .. • . II 

II •• • As 
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1: ••• As lor t118 U·. S . esc2.lc.-:'icr.. 0: the .... ·i·2.r to t::e ::O::'~·C,:l)" o"':'vious2.y 
co~~stitu-::'es 2..!1 irltoler2.0le 2.C-c. of ag':;~G.ssio~ •••• To :'O~:7 c.o"'r~! befo~e t::e 
threc:..ts of t.~e u. s. i~~pcric.lis~s O~ t .. o C()~.";.p:,:··o:::.ise ~~'.~~t~ t~e~ \·r(r~lc. co~sti-

tute 2.~!. 2ct OI~ encour'age:::8:;J.t lr2ug:lt \'!ith i~c~lculc.~ly se~~ious co:!sequences .... I ! 

T2.'o Z) P? 1-·2) 

" ••. Sir:cc 7 April 1965 t!:e U.S. 2.c:t::'orities }:2.ve on reD82.ted OCC2.
sions proi'ess0;d rC':2.:::'i..,ess to engage in '1l.:'1CO;""1.ciitionc:.l ciiscussior:s' 2...,d. 
Ti12.d.e propos-..:.1s fo:::, 2. 'c e2.se-f::"re , f 2. ! s:.:.s::cension of the bO::1.bi:\g of the 
no:ctl"l . I But is is in this ve'-7 perio:::' thc:.t U.S. Preside:1t JO:--:"""lso::: n2.S 

decicied to sei1Cl in 50,000 120re U. S. cc:::b2.t -0:-oops, r aisins the U. S. stren2:t:1 
in So"crt,:1 Vietna;:1 to ne2.r1y 130) 900; 2.r:c.2. l-c.rt::'er disp2.tch h2.S c..lso bee:.'"'! 
anYlou::1ced .... 1! 

liThe I uncondition2.1 discc:.ssions f Droposc.l of the U. S, 2.ut}:o:;.~itics 

is bt:t 2.:1 2.tte:-.'lpt to co:-:-,pel the Vietn2":,ese people to 2.cce:;Yt, t::eir o';;n 
ter::lS If " •• 11 

II, , ,'l'he I ce2.se-:ire f LAic1\: of the U.S. 2.uthori":,ies is desig::-:ed i..11 
fact to co:-.:pe1 t:".e Vietr::c1ese people i:1 both zones to 12.y do~·m their 2.rr;:s 
1·fhiie U ,S, troops continue to be reinfo:."ced, to occupy 2.nd cO!T:!":""~it aggression 
ag2.inst Vie·c:1c .1. This is .also 2.::1 2.tte;:;:::)"~ to play for ti.r::e to c0:1s01id2.te 
the puppe-t. 2.c.:u.inistration c:.:,d 2.r:::.y) to increase forces for furthe:2 8).rp'::"''1siol1 
of the ~·,rar -1 n Viet!1a~l. If If • tI 

( Vietn2":-,1 Courier A::'ticle - Tab n""" 1) • o' 

II •• ·,Suc;"! c.J.leg2.tio::s 2.S ?82.Ce, disc'.:.ssions cut fortn by ~.:.he irn:;:::eric.l-
ists -- are 'o'--<t deceitful '·iords . The U. S, inperia.li·sts have openly u.r~ea.shed 
V!2.r ag2..L'lst t:18 D?.:V II II If • 11 

( JoL'":t AS2.hi-·:":2.:U:ichi Intervie~··; ;;:ith ?hc.::l VaYl Dong October 4) 1965 - 1'2.'0 CC 
pp. 1-2) 7, 10) 

11 , •• !\~o ) the U:lited St2.:'cs is de:initel~T r..o-:' desi~""=L-l1S peace If They h2.ve 
r..o ir.::'e~:~ion 2..t 221 of e::di~5 tl:e " .. :2."T If If •• C'..Y'e the:r r;.ot e:·::::2.~dil!g ~,:2.-: i~ both 
the sot:~~ a~:.d the :-;'O~t:1, \.':-::-1l e -:'2.lki:--_S 2..~cu-:' ?e2.ce? The:; still belieile in 
pO~ .. ;er > 2.:-:d t~ e:; t:::":",~( t~2.t i~ t:--:ey f~ .... t~1e~ i~creC:.se the=-::-- forces a::.d s-tre:-!.,;the~ 
t!":e oc:::~i:--_6.s c8c.i:--~5~ t!-"le ~~o:''':'~ > t~e2r '(/~ .. ~-; 1 pro:'uce effects. 'i::2.:t is ver-./ 
fool:'s~, b: .. r~ 2.t he.?pe~s to 88 t~e t~L~~h. ~nc.t is ';:hy ';[e do r..ot ~!,""J.st t:'1eiT 
peace ?::"'o?os2.1. LL t~e c~oice ~c::'"\;iee:~ 2.CC8?ti.:-:g t~'le 00~S0:1 pro?osE..l 2....~d 
COrlti::.U:':!6 t~e ''';ier) '..re c!-;.os e :'::e co~se of co~;,ti~u~g ,:\;~~ "'rithout tr .. e slig:yt,est 
hcsitc:~:'o:1 ... . I: 

n •• • The 
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fe.:Ue:i so 

yec.~ 2..~o . :-:o"7;;8ve:-" 1·the::ei.i e:. .... ~c SpO~":e c.~o·.lt :::e2.C0, he o:::--deTcd rei:-'~o::,ce

r;,er:-c of t .. :;'e U. S. forces _. 1'1 SOl.:..th \lic-:,~ .... c.::-_ c:...--:ci ::esc2.12:~ed:r the ',',"2.r 2..S2.2-:.st 
l'~ort~ Viet:'1&'"1 .•• • 1: 
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EXCE~?TS FIlO:': SOUTH VE'l'}:.:,j3SE i'IATIC;·!AL LIB::;"R_ATIO~·r 

FROI:T -- i:OHT~{ V l~Tl\:.:~·~~:S~ Fi\ri':t?L\::n F~O>:T~~- JOlt-IT 
srrAT~~·L~I·;T 02 OCTOB2:1 30, 1962 

( The Joint State.-:le:1t \·:2.S i ssued on the occasion of a visit 
to Hanoi fr o;]. October 19 to Jl, 1962 of a l'lFLSV delegat ion led by 
Secretary Ge:leral t':guyen Van Hieu . The State-aent, broadcast in 
English by i-f2.::.oi f s i,TJ;;i. 0:1 October 30 , 1962 accuses the U.S. and 
the Diem "clique!: of violating t~e Geneva J-greenlents. It also 
states the Front; Hhich carne L"'1to being o-,·ring to the gro-.. rth of 
the South Vietna.'I1ese , is the £onuine representative of the South 
VietnaJaese people. It calls fo r neutrality of South Vietnam, 
and for peaceful re~"'1ification. ) 

fI ••• l. Both p2~ties note that over t he past eight years or so the 
Vietn2.."cse DeoDle and the Governr:lent of the DRV consta..l1tl v imDle.'lented correctly 
the-195h -Ge~1ev~--/\Gree.-1ents-on-Vleinai';:~-but--The--U.-S-~--:L-;Dei~i21{sts . have·-Inter': _.- -
.f"erecC~,;-oreal1d-;--norede-eD"iY:ill-~So':;tr~-·Vietnar.~-andd:Crect~d-tl1e- f,lgo -Dinh . Die:l· ·- ~--'. 
a'~rEhoriiies to seriously s i.1)ot age-the -mpi011entaT:Conof-illes-e- agree~ent-s ~-- Tn8--
U. S-~-:L;perial~fs-t"s·-are 'plot t:wg-to ·pa·r·tJ:.tion--'liefne.n-permancntlY, turn··South 

·Victna.,'11 into a ne'd type U.S. colony and military baseD •. Over 10,000 U.S. 
officers and men and hundreds of thousands of Ngo Dinh Die;n t roops armed with 
modern U.S. vreapons and noxious che-aical are repeatedly conducting terrorist 
raids and barbarously persecuting the South Vietna:nese people, r egardless of 
age, sex , r eligion, nationality, or political t endency. Hi.Uions of South 
Vietna;aese peasants have been herded by the U.S. -Diern clique into concentration 
camps , so-called strategic hcunlets •••• 

liThe U.S. imperialists are also plotting to use South Vietnam as a bas'e 
to sabotage the peace and neutrality of Cambodia and Laos , threaten peace in 
southeast Asia C'_nd the Horld, and, at the sarne t ime , to make South Vietnar.1 a 
proving grou.nd for the suppression of the nat ional liberation movement in 
Asia , Africa; and Latin illnerica . 

flBoth parties denounc e to "\·rorld public oplillon the crimin.al U. S. -Die..ll 
schemes and acts , s everely conder:m the aggressive and Harlike policy of the 
U ,S. :Lllperialists and the antinational and antidemocratic policy of the Ngo 
Dinh Die..~ authorities , hangers-on of the Unit ed States. 

"2. In the f a ce of the U.S. imperialists ' aggressive acts and Ngo DiT'..h 
Diem ' s traitorous acts, the South Victnc~ese people have been compelled to 
rise up to struggle for their right to live a nd for i ndependence, dellocr acy, 
a..'1d pee_ceo This is a just strug;gle, vThich conforms to the 122b.....Q~ne2a __ _ 

-h"lhe Fatherland Front of r;orth Vietn2..'":l is t he r eplacellcnt fo r the Viet l·iin.1) 
group. The Front org~'1izes ar.d coordinates all the mass organizations , the 
trade ~"'1ions and t he t[-J'ee political pacties. (All me::1bers of the tJational 
Ass 8.'J.bly are elected as ::lE:.7!Oers of the Fatherland Front. ) All these organi·
zations operate under the aegis of the Fatherland Front as "Hell as independently. 
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a~ree~ents on Vietn~~) to the prLiciples of the U.N. Charter and the spirit 
of the 1955 Bandur~ confe~ence. This struggle is rui integral pa2~ of the 
move.";'lents for national liberation and peace in the \·rorld. Yet, in their 
sDecial report to the cochaL~en of the 1954 Geneva confcrence*, the Indian 

.. .. d and Canadia..'1 delegates to the Intcrnation2.1 Com.'7lission have deliberately tune 
into the U.S.-Die:-n. allegation , misrepresenting the South Vietna-:1ese people ls 
just struggle as infiltration and subversion by the l\orth. This is an offense 
to the sacred patriotis~ of the Vietn2.1;1Cse people 0 The Vietna.";'lcse people froill 
North to South energetically obj ect to it. 

liThe Vietp2..r:l Fath~rland Front h.old~ that the }JF~V, i·rh~.cI} _c2JTle_.Jn:to _ 
b_e_i_nt_rs __ 0'.·;=0_g~~.?_ t~~tsE.9~:r:t.::: . .?~ . ~2.~_§.?~!.~ ... yi~.t.12i3;'71cS.~",2~..?P~.~s .. ~.~_~~gg~e .. a.nd which 
rallies brouc:!1y the patriotic and anti-V.S.-Di0";'l forces L'1 South Vietnam, is _ __-5 _____ "- __ " ___ .. __ ~ ____ ", • . .--1 -' __ '-' _ •• " . ____ ..... ___ • _~ _____ • -___ ______ _ . . • 

the genu-ine representative of _~~U_c::.()p_l.~ there., and is one of the decisive 
factors for their certain victory. The Vietnarn Fatherland Fro~'t. fully __ ~u2P<.?:C-':..s_ 
the DrOPTalil and the urgent steps advocated by the Jl.TFLSV to r ealize _indepen-
.:c:..:-=--~.....: 0 _____________ __ _________ - - -- --.------ _.-- ----. ----------.-----.. --

d ence ) de:,lOCr2.cYj im,.nrove;;:ent of the people; s Jiv'ing conditions J and peace and . 
neutrality in'South Vfetri~ ~n-~..:!_aa_-;·{~~e_·-_-~2-~~r.:.([.!_}i!:=F~.2.~-~ful .. rel0ific:?~.ioii_·" 
of the fat~erl~,r:',-d._ The pror:;r;:u-;l w"1d uri3_~t steDs of the NFLSV m~et t0 e 
interes';:'sand aSDirations of the South Vietn2-";'lese DeoDle and conform to the 
p~-cti~ais--it,_uat)~on-]:n--So~th ='{i~t!1W;=uij:~~e.sE;-nt~~--·-~------·- -- --' -- --- --

113 •.•• The delegation of t he NFLSV Helcomes the policy of the Vietn2Jn 
Father12J1d Front for national reunification on the basis of independence, 
d emocracy , and by peaceful means , without coercion or annexation of one side 
by . the other, and tal<:ing into due consideration the legitimate interests and 
aspirations of the people of all shades in the hro zones. This policy matches 
the political progr2I.1 of the NFLSV, i'Thich provides for ' reunifying the country 
step by step by peaceful means on the basis of negotiations behreen the ti'ro 
zones and discussions in all forms and measures beneficial to the Vietnamese 
people a nd fatherland l • 

114. In the face of th e present extremely serious situation in South 
Vietnam created by the U.S.·-Die.'Tl ( clique ?) both parties hold .that the ur.J.?;ent 
t asks of th.e _peoP1~~_b_otJ:l __ .3ones _~~_.1~treI1:gth~n __ ~2.lj.d~ri'ty) _r_E:solutely . 
stru~gle against the U. S. -Die:n (cl ic:ue?) urge an end to v;ar and persecution) 
dis·sol ve t01strategic h~1iiets'ii'-and-other conccntrationC-a";'lDs-':G1-S~uth . 
VietYl2_'l. , de;nand the dissolu{\~i~of-tf1eD:S-.-I~ilJ..t:ary-(o.i'JT,2.ncr-lll-S2.l.gonand the 
1·:ithcira, .. T2~ of U.S. trocps) T:lilitar'y persolmel, aXl:1S, arid i·rar~ter--:Lal--fro:-n---
SOuthiT[e-Gl2:=t-.-TheU:-S:-COverr::'.e11-tr:1ust resDec-S-The soverevnty 2,.id indeDe'n~ 

• .J... 1 • - ~.~- .... --------- .... - • - --

dence of the SOUv{1 Vletn2.r::ese people. 'ihe latter I s internal affairs must be 
-settiedbYthe.;sei":v:es;---n~o-~ r'o-reig'n·· c2.i.L·-iIry-h-2.s-the-rig~ to int-erf er~=in to_~~ ~ 

* Speci~. report to toe Co-chair~en of the Geneva Conference on IndO-China, 
issued in Saigon on J~~e 2, 1962. 
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llBoth si.des hold that) at a tL'Tle Hhen the c01...L'1try is still tCjnporarily 
divided it as a must to boost .. the struggle for nor.nhl r elations behreen the 
people of the zones in the econo~,ric, cultural) and postal fields. The Vietna;il 
Fatherland Front a.r:d the l':FLSV Hill strive to overco:ne difficulties, create 
favorable conditio:J.s for repres entatives of mass organizations of the h;o zones 
to contact each o~':'her, and at the SD..'le tL"Ue, to exchange cultural articles of 
these mass orga.'1izations, such as films) boo:-{s, and papers. 

115. Both sides are very happy to note that the just struggle of South 
Vietn~~ese co~patriots for the e"UCL'1cipation of South VietnOTu ~'1d that of all 
the Vietn2mese people for peaceful national re1.mification have '\'Ion the active 
and HarDl approval a.r:d support of the i'lOrld 1 s peoples, including the progressive 
people D1 the United States, and the govern"Uents of many cowltries. On behalf, 
of the people of both zones, the tHO sides express than.1{:s for that va~uable 
support. 

"Both sides hold that the VietnG';1ese and the world's people have a CO:T.mon 
ene..ay, U.S. imp eria..lisT:l , the ;·;ar-seeking diehard of the colonialists and 
imperialists. The anti-U.S. struggle of the Vietn~'Tlese. people and the str1.~gle 
of peoples for national independence and peace are closely connected i'rlth each 
other. That is "Thy both sides Har:nly Helcome the peaceful set tle_'7lent of the 
Laotian question and the formation of the National Union GovernTi'.ent in Laos. 
The neacefulsettle'7lent of the Laotian issue Droves that international disDutes 
can be settled satisfactori1Y"by means of neg~tiati.ons. Both sides de..'Tland" the 
scrupulous respect for and strict ~nple'Tlentation of the 1962 Geneva agree..'Tlents 
on Laos) and the complete Hithdrawal from I..2..oS of all military men of the United 
States and its satellites. 

"The tHO sides protest against the infringe.rr,ent upon the sovereignty and 
territory of C2mbodia by the South Vietnai:lese and Thai authorities on U ,S. 
orders. They '\'relcorne the proposal of Head of State Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
for convening an internation2~ conference to discuss a guarantee of C~lbodia fs 
independence w1d neutrality. 

"The tHO sides de..lland a complete Hithdra' .... al of American troops from 
Thailand, and the dissolution of the aggressive SEATO military bloc headed 
by the United States. 

"Both sides support the struggle of the Chinese people to liberate 'rail-ran 
.and oppose the sche."Ue to create tHO Chinas, support the Chiliese people in their 
defense of national sovereignty and territory, support the proposal of the CPR 
Govern"!'lent for the settle.'7lent of the Sino-Indian border question by peaceful 
negotiations, and de"!12nd restorction of the legit imate position of the CPR 
in the United r!ations. 

"6. The hiO sides unanL'Tlously hold that nO'.'ladays the ",{orld' s people! s 
forces of national independence a~d peace are stronger than the aggressive and 
bellicos e forCeS of the L';1peria1ists headed by the United States. No j;;,atter 
hO'I[ S;';'lall they a:::-e, the peoples are able to i·ri....n if they are united closely and 
struggle valiantly. Tho~h the U. S. -Die'7l clique still h2.s Dany evil designs 
and the South VietDc;n.ese co~patriots' str1lgg1e is still difficult, hard, and 
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long, no reactionary force can check the gro\~rth of the patriotic move"Tlent 
in South Vietn~u. 

'ITh e 11.;. r:1~~li9::1 Sou~~ictn2r1..~_~~~"8atl~iots \·r:Q_l de..Y~l.<2..."8_...!.."Y':QI'e and r:1ore 
their v2.liant a..l1.:::i ir:do:nitable tr2.dition and unite more and more 'o'lidely Jnd 
closely \·;i{hin--tne r~FLSV to-directly-o;;C;se the U .s-.--:'-rSie.:n--cfioue-:---The- 16 . 
millio~ iJorth Vietr:2r:le-seco::::p2:trio-S-s-\~.;iiY-supporCm~-r~ -acti veiy the South 
Vietna-:1cse co;-;[patriots I liberation stru.ggle, and endeavor to e:nulate i'iith 
each other to build North Vietna"Tl into a strong and finn basis for the struggle 
to reunite the country. The socialist countries, the peaceful and neutral 
countries, the peoples of Asia, Afric2. , and Latin America, a..'1d peace-loving 
people througho-c.t the \-Iorld uill obviously support more Hholeheartedly and 
practically ( \'lord it'1distinct) South Vietn2.ffiese and all the Vietnamese. 
people. The U.S .-Die)";1 clique Hill certainly meet Hith failure. The Vietn2f.1ese 
people fro;-;[ north to south \·rho are' closely united and .... rho struggle resolutely, 
will undoubtedly achieve success. II 
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HO CHI HINH IS INTZRVID..r IH'l'H J\'KAH..:I.. T A 
APRIL 5, 1965 

(Ho 's intervie.., "rith Yoshita Takano of Akahata, organ 
of the Japanese Co~~w1ist Party, was broadcast by Hanoi VNA 
in English on April 9, 1965. Ho expressed the vie;', that to 
settle the South Vietnamese question first of all the U.S. 
must 1'rithdral',' fro;n South Vietna;!! , let the South Vietnafilese 
people decide themselves their Q1.'m affairs , and stop their 
provocative attncks against the DTIV. " The carrying out of 
these basic points vlill brine about favorable conditions for 
a conference along the pattern of the 195h Geneva conference. 
Such is a reasonable and sensible approach ""-Thich is 
beneficial to peace and to the U.S. people. lI

) 

IIQuestion: The U.S. imperialists have suffered repeated defeats in South Vietn2.?ll 
Hm'lever J they are still contemplating bringing in superweapons , up-to-date 
weapons in an attempt to subjugate the Vietnamese people. Froill the people ' s 

. vie\'rpoint v;hat is the character of the I'rar in Vietnam and what is i ts signi
fic ance in contemporary history? The U.S. imperialists are said to have 
l anded themselves in an embarrassing dilc':1'lla in South VietnaJn. What is the 
relation behreen this position and their recent frenzied aggressive acts 
vis-a-vis North and South Vietnam? I n such circumstances , what is the most 
important immediate task of the Vietnamese people? 

II Ans"rer;'"' For over 10 years no"', ~he U. S. imperialists have \-raged an ~~ressi ~::: 
,,!ar in South VietnaJll i n an atte;npt to turn that zone into a U_.J..!........nei'l-tL~ 

col 921Y and mil~..!-2E;V base ?-nd .to-prolon~fS th~E..artition of our countr;r. They 
Fiave brought in over 30 , COO troops and military personnel , thousands of air·
craft , hundreds of warships and hW1dreds of thousands of tons of al~S , they have 
carried out a most ruthless policy of t error and repression against all patriotic 
peopl e in South Vietnam. 

IIConfronted Hith such a situat i on , _our_co;nR..atrt.?_t.s i n t he south have . ..h.§.g~ 
to rise up agai~st the U.S. aggressors Ln defense of their life and their 
countr~ This struggle has recorded tre;-n.endous victories. Over three-quarters 
of the area lTith tHo-thirds of the popUlation have been liberated. The United 
States and its agents have sustained heavy defeats. The U.S. special Har 
in South Vietnam is going ba.n.J.crupt. 

"If the ~Sou.th yi~t~.se p~.?2.~e_are becoming every stronger and winning 
ever greater victories, as the flght goes on, that ( proves that?) their cause 
is just, because t hey are am..'":lateci vii th aJ1 ardent Datriotism and f!uided by the 
_~ound Do).ic? of the N?LSV. The \-Tar being waged b:7 our . compatriots'-j..n th e S;;;'-Ch 
is a peoples revolutionary war against foreign aggression , for national in
dependence and peace. It is a....'1 active P2.:ct of the world peoples moveznent 
against .. inlperialis;;), colonialis~ll. ) and neocolonialism, headed by U.S. im
p eri alism, for national independence, d~ao cracy, peace, and social progress. 
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That is precisely the reason \·rhy the peoples of the Hhole i'lorld are ex
tending us their sYJ'apathy and support. The increasing victories of the 
South Vietna.Llesc people shO'.'; that in our epoch , a nation closely united and 
waging a r esolute struggle is fully capable of defeating the imperialist 
aggressors , hOHevcl' ferocious> cruel) and Hell armed they may be. 

IIIn an atte~.! to ext,T.icate thef.',sel ves from their imDasse , the,U oS. , 
~err2_1j.sts an~ feverishly intensif;viIl"; and steoDin'S UD thc ~gressi~'lar 
in South Victrl2:n. They have brought in U. S. J.larines and South Korean mercena
ries, their planes are daily strafing and d~Llpting napalm bombs and toxic gas 
on liberated areas, destroyL~ hospitals, schools) and pagodas , and massacring 
the civHian popUlation including old people ) women, and chHdren. On the 
other haI1d , !)V3 \·:ar is bein!Z carried t~ the north ,with reDeated. a~r and naval 
attacks . bei"1f, orazenly launched on many places of the territory of the DRV. 
Hean,'Thile the ,·rar lSJ,ntensified in Laos and provocations are staged agafns{
Cambodia. ]'he U.S 0 inmeri2~ists t acts ?f 2_Q"gressi0l2....and \ 'i§.I' in Vietna;n_~ 
the utmost gravity; they grossly tr2;LlDle l.lDOn the 1954 Geneva agree:-llents on 
Vletnam-wCi-'c-onstl{ut:e-violations of illter;12tional Taw-anT~ationsof 
~regard for v[Orld puSIlcOp"inron::-~---.----·----'---·-'-~----~'-

tiThe U. S. rulers claim that the north is "raging aggression on South 
Vietnam and that their attacks on the north ainl' at putting an end to the 
assistance extended by the north to ,the South Vietnamese people. These are 
deceitful contentions designed to fool the i'rorId I s peoples and to cover up 
the U.S. aggressive acts. It must be pointed out that it is the legitimate 
right of the .South Vietnamese 'people to drive out the U.S. aggressors, to 
defend their country and to decide the~selves their o~m intern2tional affairs. 
I t is the sacred right of the Vietnamese in the north 2S Hell as in the south 
to oppos e and defeat the U.S. imperialistst aggressive acts to defend their 
national independence and their life. The U.S. jJnperialists ' acts, hm'rever 
fr enzied and l'ecldess they may be , can..'1ot prevent the Vietnamese people) from 
carrying on their patriotic struggle untj~ final vi.ctory. 

IIQuestion : There is nOH much talk about a peaceful settlement and negotiations •• 
to end the \·rar in South Vietnam. I'mat i s in your view . the DL'inimum basis for 
the settlement of the VietnaJ.l proble.ll ? 

II Ans,'rer: Of late} the U.S. jJ!lDerialists have 'Out fOr'.'Tard misleading talk about 
-p-e~_,,~!ld n~g.£!,ic:,ti5~no_.1:.0e ?eop!~softheworid are fUlly '2'.-[are of the:0" :-'''''' 
aagressive and Harlike n2.ture. To steu UD aggression in South Vietnam and to 

. b~mb the north are ?2 .. rt, of their oolic~y of ,.s~"eci?J~r:fm:Bi such 2.ct~ ~. 
they ~so _ .. 2m at bl'ingin,f> about 2..'1 2.dvcmt2.geous £..ositic?E~~~o be _abl~, .. _~ 
case of necessity, to negotiatur0;n . .i';.....Do~~tio::....9.f_~_trength. This policy is 

1-rTOng and cannot De carried out. 

liThe Vietna.!lese people cherish peace and have al'days respected and 
correctly iruple3ented the 1954 Geneva agrec~ents. Ho~rever , they are determined 
to fight to the end against the aggressors. If the. U.S. iruperialj,sts stubbo!'nly 
per:sistin their policy of aggression and war , they will c ertairl~y suffer a 
humiliating defeat. 



Declassified per Executi ve Order 13526, Section 3,3 
NND Project Number: NND 633 16. By: NWD Date: 201 1 

r . TERNS li To settle the South Vietn2."1 o.u~stionLf~rs't_of all the United St~,.~~ 
must ';dthdra';T fro"1 South Vietn2;n. let the South Vietn2.i~ese neoDle thc:nselves 
decide -their O\'-1L9:i£~_~,L~_-,_2!1d ,_sfi£y ___ :i,:t_~ __ piQv:,?:~~~ti~~LAIt;i~~-~::t82--:G;-;r -iile-:hi(-~-:;-----
T~ -r;;;~;;;~-~ out of these b2.sic 'DOintS -i'rill brin:; 2-bout f2-vor2.ble ' conditions 

GENEVA for 2- cor.ference 2~ong th e patter:1 of the 1954 Geneva conference . Such is 
a reaso!12_o1e 2-nd se:1siole 2.DDroach Hhichlsber1e'YrCI2l to pe2-ce ana to the 
u.s. pconlc. 

---....=..- iJ .. 

IIQuestion: VTnat is your appraisal of the Indochi..l1ese peoples I - conference 
r ecently held in Phnom Penh? 

"Ansl'ler: The Indochinese peoples 1 conference convened at the initiative of 
Prince Eorodo:n SihanO'LLK, the Ca;;100dian healof state, has recorded good 
s u ccesses. This is a big victory for the peoples of Vietna, Ca~oodia, and 
Laos in their united struggle agai..'1st their COJrl"llOn ene.l1Y, the U. S. imperialists. 
\'Thile the United States is stepping up and expandi:ng the aggressive \-[2-1' in 
South Victn2Jl1, att2-cidng the DRV, intensifying the Har in Laos, and repeatedly 

, encroaching on the territory and national sovereignty of C2~'11.bodia, the success 
of the conference ShOHS the deter;ninat ion of the three Indochinese peoples 
t o fight against the U.S. ~l1perialists in defense of national independence 
and peace in Indoch,ina and southe2-st Asia. 

"Qu estion: Of late , the U. S. irnperialists have schemed to direct the re
actionary and militarist Japanese ac1llinistration to rapidly conclude the 
J apan-ROK talks. They also plan to set up the SEATO aggressive military bloc. 
This i s directly related to their aggress ive acts in South Vietnam. \'That are 
your assessments of the dangerous designs ~'1d activities of the U,S. and 
J apanese reactionary forc es on Japanese soil and of the Japanese peoples 
s truggle against these dangerous schemes and acts? 

"AnsHer : The Japan-ROK talks are a maneuver of the U.S. i mperialists aimed at 
es t ablishing the SEATO aggressive military bloc and intensifying Hal' prepara
tions . This maneuver is in complete contradiction with the interests of the 
J apanese and Korean peoples and poses a threat to peace in the Far East and 
the "lOrl d. The U.S. imperialists '\'Tho are the aggressors in South Vietnam are 
also occupying the Japanese islands of OkinaHa and Ogas2.\·rara and occupying 
South Korea. The Japanese nilitarists 'dho have colluded Hith the United 
States and repressed the Japanese people have also sent sailors and 
t echnicians to help t he United States in South Vietnam and allO'l'red Japanese 
t erri tory to be used as a base for aggression against South Vietnan. The U.S. 
imperiali sts are the C O~"1on ene~y of the peoples of Vietnam, J apan) and Korea. 
Th e sa.lle )';lay be said of the Japa..'1ese militarists and the South Korean puppets. 
The Vi etna.uese people f ully support the struggle of tne J apanese people ag~inst 
the J apan- ROK tal..~s and the reactionary pol icy of the U.S. imperialists and 
J apanese militarists. They s incerely tharJ< the Japanese people for vrarmly 
SUpportL'1g their struggle against the U. S. aggressors. 

"I t ake this opport.emit:!, to convey LW cordial greetings to the editorial 
board of AKAHATA 2 .... '1d requ.est your paper to convey to the fraternal Japanese 
p eopl e t he greetings of D..ilit2...'1t solidarity of the Vietna.'l1ese people." 
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REPOHTOF THE D:W GOVl~tt!,)l·IEi'~T SUKfIT'l'l':D BY 
PH.uJ·f VAN DOEG TO TiG m.1f NATImJAL ASSZ;·iBLY 

ON APRIL 8, 1965 

( The first section of this report Has broadcast by 
Hanoi VNA in English on April 12, 1965. The concluding 
section containing Phai'D. Van Dong I s four points Has trans
l ated by FBIS fro~ a Hanoi do~est ic broadcast on April 13. 
The four points and other pertinent excerpts fro~ the 
r eport are included below. The report contains a lengthy 
indictment against U.S. activities in South Vietn~l as 
well as a report on conditions :in North Viotn.J .. rn. ) 

II • •• The lmS'.-ierving policy of the DRV Government is to respect strictly 
the 1954 Geneva agreernents on Vietnam and to imple'1lent correctly their basic 
provisions as eIilbodied in the follOi-ring pOhltS: 

4 POINTS "l. Recognition of the basic national rights of the Vietnamese 

GENEVA 

people -- peace , lJ1depenaence, soverelg~ UJJ.lty ) and territoiI21-:i.nteg.~ity. 
According to the Geneva ~re~el],,~~e U.S. Governrnent must i·rithdr2~~j:r:'.0:!l 
South Vietn2.J":l. U. S. troops, ~ilit~..l_personnel L-and weapons of 2~1 kinds .)_~is-. 
mantle all U.S. military bases there, and ca,'1cel its military alliance Hith 
South Vietnam. It must end its pollcy Ol'J::i1terVention and aggression in -South 
Vietn2Jil. According to the Genevaagree.1l8~'1ts, the U .-S--:-CDvern.ment--nlUst stOPlts 
acts of Har ",.gainsf I-forth Vietna.'-ll .~Ed ·cOJ.lpiete'ly cease all encroachm~ts _?E- -
t he territory and sovereignty of the DRV. 

\ 

112 . Pending the peaceful reunification of Vietnam , ",hile VietnalTl is 
s till te'T\porarily divided-'into t-;.ro zones the mllitary provisions of the -195h 
Geneva agreements on Vletnar;1 must be strictly respected . Th'e t;.ro zones -ffillSt 
r efrain from entering into any milHary alliance "dth foreign cOlm-cries and 
.tFier~..!~~l:'st1?~_~ no f.?r~~.I!':§lTtary b~es, tr~ops 2 or rrJIIiCl!-7 p~~_~lne~ ~~-
t heir re~.l2.~~!.l ve 'CerrJ.tory. 

"3 . The internal affairs of South Vietnam must be settled by the South 
Vietnamese neoPJ.e the-nsel ves in accordance with the prograrn of the NFisv ~iith
out any for~ig;}}.nterferenc·e. 

"4. ' ''_ The peaceful relmification of Vietnam is to be settl~i._~Y the 
Vietna..'Tlese people_in both zones) Hithout any foreign interference. 

"This stand of the DRV Govern;nent unquestionably enjoys the approval c?J1d 
s upport of all peace and justi ce-loving goverPJTIents and peoples:in the 'dorld. 
The govern-nent of the DRV i s of t he vi~tr that the stand eA~ounded here is ~he_ 
basis ~_0.E....~r:.~~<?.unde~ .. !:_yoliti~al settle'TIent of the Vietnam prob~_Em . 

fl If this basis' is r ecognized , favorable conditions villI be created for the 
peaceful se-S--£'Ie:7:entof-the--Vlet_na-n ...Eeo~~ and :l:tW:IT1-be j?ossibl-e to consTde-r
t he reconvening of all intern2.tional conference alon~ the pattern of the 195~ 
Geneva c01"..ference on Vietna.."71. .-

liThe DRV Governnent decle.res that any approach contre.ry to the f'.fol" E:illentions 
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stand is inappropriate; any anDY'each t endim; to secure U. N. interVE:D.t ion, j,n . 
the Vietrw.r:1 situation is also inappropriate. Such approaches are basic<?J1Y_,~1 
variance \ ·;i£'FltFi8T9)4(reneVa-a~r'ee~en~s orlJTIE5'~n9J71 ~... . . ' -' .-=-

"He b elieve the ":arld I s people l'iere_ a'.;akened on hearin2JI..E.~i.de_n~ 
Johnso!1 s neak of a r eturn to the 1954 Geneva a~reements on Vietnar;J,. This Has 
ara~"<Ev~VO"Dekrio\.7sthelr~-:----:iY.iDsrl~2IT's t~ are t h e ene;:vof -t, he-Gene';a~-=-

_ afSree.";1.erl~;:> ' Never have they and their Saieon hench'1len officially r ecognized 
these ac;ree";1.ents. Horse still, they have n ever officially recognized the 
ICCls execution of the Geneva agree.'1lents. At this very moment they are dOim~ 
trodding the Gen eva agreciilEmts more bra7.cnly than ever. . Th~ __ f.l~.~. in.lD_~~;L_nJ:.i'3ts 
ha.,Y.:c never re spect_ed the 19 54 Gcn~va ae.ree.llents on C e..."r~~oji~and J::.l]~_ ~ 9 54 __ ?-119-
1962 Genev2. 2.sree:n.ents on Laos. At present, they persistently refuse to 
reconvene the international conference on C~wodia and l tios . _Today~he U.~. 
imperialists are oblig~~_o refer __ to~h~Geneva ~reeillents on Vietn2m_~~t~1ith 
the aim of distortiJs the_J?2.sic orinc.iples of the agree.'1lents in order tQ. 
perRetuate our country I s division and ~to consid~r:_~he n~d th~ south as 
t\·ro entirely different nations. 

liAs for our government and people, they have cont i nuously struggled to 
maintain the Geneva agr eements on Vietnam, Laos , and Cambodia and cons idered 
these agreements as a legal bas is for the sacred and inviolable nat ional 
interests of the people of the thre~ friendly countries. 

"President Johnson ' s 7 April speech is full of irre concilable contradictions 
b etween the deceitful. 1'[ords and the criminal acts of the U. S. Govern'1lent in 
Vietnaro.. 

US HOVES "l. . In his speech, President Johnson s~ke of Reace, the end of the \-[ar, 
and unconditi_<2..:'1a;L......E_~sotiat~.9ns )_J:1_~~.5:ve~ .. L..!-.h~. S .~verr);'nent_)s no'.'l inten~~ 
fying the aczR;res~ive i'lar i_n South Vietnarn and ext,~ndil1&..~~.:~e __ ~~~2I9Eth V.:b,etna7n, 
and according to Gel}eral Taylor I s statement) ther.~ Hill be no l imit _t o the 
aggression against North Vietn~. _ .--. ........... __ ._._L. . .,uo._ .. . . .. .. ... . 

"2. President Johnson s :e...oke a lot about South Vietn~ ' s i ndependence : 
South Vietne..."7lwill-not-Sebound-to any foreign-intervention or boundt:o--;ny 
alliance and ,·rill not allOH any country to set up its military base there . 
Hmiever, it is the U.S. i mperialists viho are seeking at all risks to cling to 
South Vietn2.;ll and have increas"ed the nUr;J,ber of U.S. combat units in South 
Vietn~ and the number of aggressive acts agains t North Viet·ne...'1l in an attempt 

-to cling to South Vietn2m. It i s crystal clear that the U.S. Govern"7lent is 
waging this aggressive 'dar aeainst South Vietnam, but it has brazenly accused 
North VietnClJ";1. of being the aggressor. President Johnson st2.t ed in his speech 
that I:we I-rill not I·ri thdra"i pu'Qlicly or under any (word indistinct) agre8Jl1ent. 11 

This brazen stat ement has co~pletely laid bare the U.S . policy on Vietna. It 
is a threa t to i·;orld public opinion. 
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LbHlion dollars, but his nl.lrnose 'Has to '1'[00 the sout_heast As~~p~_op~es: The 
U.S. iT!l.perialists are really the creators of all danger of Hal' in Vietnam, Laos, 
and other places. They have cO:rL'ilitted considerable CrD:linal acts and have even 
used toxic gas not only in the 'h'ar, but in the repression of ant:i,.-U.S. people 
in the urban centers. 

1/4. President Johnson threatened to continue the use of forc e . This 
threat cannot frigh~en us. 7he Vietn&Ilese people are detennined to fight and 
i'lin. Triey are not afraid of any difficulty or enemy. As they are suffering 
defeats, the U.S. imperialists ,,-rill certainly be defeated completely. As the 
U.S. GoverrlJ"llent has been urged by public opinion the '\·rorld over and in the 
United States to .. rithdra,,-r its troops from South Vietnam and put an end to the 
war against the De'7locratic Republic of Vietnam, President Johnson 'Has obliged 
to utter de'7lagogic ,\·:ords, and these Here only maneuvers or tricks aimed at 
deceiving public opinion 2..'1d appeasing the increasingly ,·ridespread and vigorous 
opposition in the United States and' the .. rorld over to the Har of aggression in 
Vietnam. 

"SO, our Vietnamese people and the Horld1s people must heighten their 
vigilance against the U. S. imperialists I new acts of war and, at the same time" 
against their deceitful move to int ensify the ,-rar under the label of peace and 
negotiations and to slander other people as warmongers •••• 

US HOVES liThe ~WLSV, the mobilizer and organizer of the patriotic forc es in South 
Yietna".m,tFi'8leader ,.'inlcnhastaken the neonle to ev~=~g£~ter_~2:~,toriesJ.J_s 
nOH contr<?J-l:.~B th£~e-fourt~~ of the terr,i.tory and t Ho-thirds of t0LQ(~pulatio~ 
of South Vietnam. It has ever higher international nrestige ~Id position __ • __ _ • ____ ~,,_~ .•• • . __ .._~._-:_ ___ ... --~~~ __ ~~ ... ____ • ..--___ ..... _ .. _ ~ ___ • __ ... --.... _____ ... _. ____ '-Ti. __ • __ .......--.-____ - _ ___ • • ,- ~- _ • > 
~is bein&, ~?r~ ~~ mor~~ognized ~y_for_cign cOLmtries, and '\-rorlcLP_~~:)"_:hs: ___ _ 
oJ?inion as ~Fi~ sol~ __ J:;enuine representati':..~t~ SOU~~!i..?_~na'lle~~,~_J~~op:-e. 

"Its sound program constitutes the banner of unity and struggle for national 
salvation ..• Hith a viei·r to achieving independence, dellocracy, peace, and neu-
trality in South Vietnam, and -eventual peaceful reunification of the country. 
The state:llent of 22 Harch 1965 of the front is resounding in the world as the 
strong voice of a people determ:U1ed to fight and to 'Hin, ,the voice of justice , 
the voice of the just cause of the Vietna"llese people and of the present epoch •••• 

"The Government of the DRV sternly exposes and denounces to compatriots in 
the .. rhole country and to the peoples of the ,-rorld the, nevr, extremely serious 
i'rar acts of the U. S. imperialists: on the one hand the latter are intensifying 
the aggressive .... iax' in the South, and on the other they are launching air and 
naval attacks on the norGh. 

US HOVES fl}3y eng2.ging in this highly dangerous military adventure, they st~~cily 
hone to cO'.-' our Deo-::lle and also inti!:lidat~De?:.ce-loving gOVerrr,1ents ancLF_E.:9.:21es 
.in the Horld. They hope the:t our peoDle and the peonIes of the ',.,orld ;,ril,l:::-,-_ 
flinch out of fear, and thus they ,·rill be in a position to shift from a ,-reak 
to a strong pos-itTon! ----------~---"--,----,, ----,----
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I'But in the face of their nc','r a8gressive acts, the Vietna,,:J.cse people 
from the south to the north are i·:aging an C'~l the more resolute struggle, and 
the world I s peoples are exGcr.ding us an all the more vigorous support. It is 
clear that still heavier defeats are in store for the U.S. ~~perialists •••• 

IITen years ago the French Expeditionary Corps, in spite of its 200,000 
crack troops, ended in defeat at Dien Bien Phu. A U.S. expeditionary corps 
'Hill inevitably meet Hith the same ignominious fate in South Vietn2Jn. For 
their part, our southern compatriots are preparec. to fight i'Tith determination, 
to fight to the end, and to fight until not a single U.S. soldier is any longer 
to be seen in our COUi'1try, even if they yrill have to fight for 10 or 20 years 
or more , and hOI,.-ever great their diffictLlties aDd hardships may be ( 22 Harch 
1965 statement of the NFLSV ). 

IIHhile intensifying the aggressive ,.rar in South Vietnaln, the U. S. im
perialists are e:A.'"Panding it to the North Ylith their air force on the grounds 
that the DrN is at the origin of the patriotic struggle in'South Vietnam. 
These are obviously impudent acts and perfidous tricks of corsairs •••• 

II By attackinv, the_DRy t~~~1ave cO:'1.Dletely SC1::.§.~..d the Geneva afSreeJnents 
and grossly violated international lai'{ and 2~1 hu;nan laNs. They must pay ____ ___ ___________ 6 , .,L.:_ 

for thej.r cdmes •••• 

liThe entire people of the north, united as one, are detemined to struggle 
in a self-sacrificing spirit to defeat all ene"TlY a.ggressive sche;nes, to defend 
the north, and, more closely than ever , to stand side by side Hith OUT 
southern compatriots and Ylholeheartedly support their liberation struggle 
tD_l final victory. 

IIIn laying hands on the north, the U.S. YJ2.rmongers expose themselves not 
only to Hell--deserved counterblo-..rs in the north, but also to still more tellin.g 
blO1<lS in the south, as Has pointed out in the 22 Harch 1965 stateraent of the 
l iberation front: 

. liTo defend the beloved north, the army and people of the 
s'outh have vented their flaJnes of anger at the U.S. aggressors 
and their agents. If the U.S. imperialists lay hands on the 
north of our f atherland once, the army and people of the south 
are resolved to strike t\'lice or three times as hard at them .•• 

IIIn these circmitstances, the more frenzied the United States attempts to 
exLend the war' to North Vietnam, the more disastrous "rill be their defeat ! An 
anti-U. S. Have of indignation is nO\'r surging up in the Yiorld • The govern'I!ents 
and people of the socialist cOQ~tries J nationalist countries, L~ternational 
organizations , peoples the world over, and progressive circles and various 
social strata in. t he United States itself are extending an ever more resolute 
a nd vigorous support &~d assistance to our just struggle ••• 

IIToday \-"e are ,;mcn stronger than before, strong in the north, strong in the 
south, and strong in worldHide support. For their par t , the U.S. imperialists <?.J ..... c 
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. being bogged dO'.·;n in South Vietn2.rn 2..J.,;d erlcountering great difficulties in 
various fields in m2..J.'1y places. That is i·rhy our people are all the more 
heightening their "iill and cieternination, are animated lrith even greater 
enthusiasm and confidence in their j ust and certainly victorious struggle, 
and are resolved to devote all their forces to drive the U.S. aggressors 
out of our country, to defend the north, to liberate the south, to eventuilly 
build a peaceful, relmified , independent, d5nocratic, and prosperous Vietnam, 
and to contribute to the defense of peace in southeast Asia and the 'dorld •••• 

tiThe Hhole neople of the no:::,th are \"la17.lly resnondlng to the state;nent 
o.Lth Q._0"f~i{V_~2..l)9:=fhE'~.sj,9-tC:n2]1t ... ~.L_t.h_e_ .~V:i·qt.n3i~ Fat~"il~i.lid .. X~.nt·~-·tileY-arc-
simultarlcously carrying out production} fighting, and cOr.1bat preparations, 
deteY'J7l.ined as they are to do their best to bui..ld and defend' the north and to 
extend wholehearted support to the cause of the liberation of the south. In 
the present junctu:::-e ) all social strata and all citizens must Hork more ,-lith a 
higher sense or urgency 2..J.'1d higher productivity. Everybody must , according to 
his capacity and strength, make his most effective contribution to the common 
cause of the country. 

~In_:r:e.~.on~e_to.j:,h~_ap9~.al __ 9J tt~-.NEL$..Y.." .. ~n..e~9.~)1 V~:~t..D.aln~s~ . . cadr.es....l. 
a~~vmen, and ordi!1~ry citj~ns regro~n~d t~i::.l~......!l0r~l! have ~nthu~j.jl..§J:,_:\:.c.ally 
voic ed their readiness to return. to their nativ~_l:.?J1d Cl1)d to fighS_¥.0s in 
hand) or to do ?J1L~:r:...~ tc:. contribute to the a~ihilat:hon of the ene;n;r 2..11d-.. to 
national salvation. Pending orders to this effect, all of them are striving --------.-. .l---------~------.--- --.- ~-- --- -- ------- --vrith one raind vO boost up productlon and acti ve"ly 'dork to contribute to the 
defense and the bulldlIlgof-the north. Vie vrarmly hail their patriotism and 

-cOmM-r-eadliics's r~-.-:·~-----·----

IIIn·the process of production and fighting, the adrn..inistration in the 
north ,·rill be ever more consolidated and ever stronger . The northern part of 
our country, the DRV, Hill bring into play its great :impact as the base for t he 
liberation of South Vietn~~ and the peaceful relillification of the fatherland .••• 

1I\'Jhat .c:.~~_e~~~..!?_b_~~y~.i.. 2..'1d ~_thusiasti~.J.s t:hat in .Je~~.nt .!!!OptI}.s) .. in 
the United States itself, a mo_ye:;lent ha~..J25:.en developing vrid~~L.!-.9~.l?I?.0se the 
U. S. i;:meriaJ.ists Hho are stenoing UD the I,rar of a£mression ~n South Vietnam and 
incJ;:.?g"S.i.11g _ t))~iJ'_~.cj;J? of \·re...I..._~gainst NSlIth.. .. yietnalll. Thhnnovement includes a 
great n1.lJ';lbers of Am.erican people from all lralks 'of life -- workers, youth, wo;nen.1 

s tudents , intellectua.1.s) religious people , congressmen , and journalists. The 
struggle fOrills have gradually b ecome stronger and more ablilldant •••• 

IIDear c07:l1'2.de deputies of the National Assembly, the anti-U.S. struggle of 
our people has r eceived never-before-seen'sympathy and wide support fro:!! the 
people in the Horld, fro,ll fraternal socialist coW1.±;ries to people from aLL 
,\-12.l..1<s of life of various l;Testern cOlilltries, including the United States. This 
is an event having an international meaning of great ir:aportance •••• 

lI\'Te must carr:! out this ' task properly because the U.S. i.nmeriaJ.ists 
continuouslY seek all means to deceive 1-iorld oninion ar..d to so;" confusion 
~once:::,nin;; ;roole~iis (Several HordSinctistinct):-t:iOr-sestfLl.L..,the£2.'reso 
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craftr __ ~s _to t~;'L~o (\'T~ge out? ~ and J::.o ch~2:!g_e black i~t9 "'htte. For exa.'Tl12J"eJ 

the:r sav thev have to exoand t:1.e liar to t he north because the DllV h~s causc_Q 
the liberation ' .. r2_r in the souto. 

"\1e must unmask the U. S. aggressors in time and vigorously and sharply 
b ecause they are u sed to stealing ,·;hile crying for help. VIe must avraken the 
,·rorld 1 s people t o these dishonest tricks of the U ,S. bandits. Care must b c 
taken when they speak of love a,'1d justice because they surely 'dant to get in 
a hous e ... rithout having to break dO'r-m the door . II •••. 
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FRONT 

US HOVES 

4 POINTS 

VI:''\... " AG'rrHOJ2:Z:::::U" S'l'JS~:·3! ~? P2JECTIEG 'DIE 
17 l-;Ol:-ALl.GI~~D FAr:2IO='; APffiAL 

(VEA bY02.dC2.st 2. st2.ter:lcnt A:?Yil 19) 1965 in En~lish l/hich it 
h2.cl been II au"c,xlOyized" to is sue rejecting the 17 Non-Aligned 
N2.tion appeal passed at tne BelGraci.e neetin3 of non-ali~ned 
cOW1trie:3 on i·'iarch 15) 1965. The "2.uthorization l1 presur:1abJ.y 
vTaS by the ;.<inistry of ?o:ceign Affairs. ) 

1~'fQ~_,~zLS.:L..is_"nCN_. ~QYltroJ-lin2 __ t.1u:e.c:i:.o_uT.ths_oj'_$.(;,,-ut1!.-'yJgtnam_t_~ 

terri tOT:" 8.nd t'·~Q:_"tl~.:br9-.LQ::i:~i y§_ nQ2]Lk'1j:j-9.D.~~j:.t~_\L£J,.~~J .:tb..p.,:L~\"t~!:.h~ 
nresent tL,e 2-.1'1'1 solution to the South Vietne..1'fl issue 1 .. Ti thout the 
_-"~ ___ • __ ~..-~ ____ .;-~~. ,, - _ .• _ .-r; ..... _, <_~ .. ". -. ___ . ... _ ~. -.-___ _ -._ __ .. , --...~.,. _ ...... .,-.."'"-"" .... _ ~ ,, _ .~_ .. ~ ... __ ....... _~_ ... __ .. ___ ._ 

~L$i-.y~_"y.Q~o9g~~Q:L,nt.1).~.,}T.tJ...,Sy~},s .. },.n::?:r:?:c::t.j£.?-1~ • 

II To so 0 ~e_i':.~~ __ ~::!:.~)..$3-A...J?1.l ?J.i.~ ___ Q:9;i}1.~.9Jl.) __ Ql:l....1....:0,:gxJJ __ .l.-9.9 5." .. J1. . S. " 
PresicJ.cnt L~fDdon J~11l2~~.~.Jlo~~?L:2~~E2:..~e __ 3:.~_~.~~~?:~.?~29-r<:;?:~s:_e~1!,l __ ~9.~lY'Q.3.~E::tl).i?::il.l. __ of. 
unconcli tional necotiations to'rTarc:i. a. political solution to the val' iYl S01,.lth 
VietDe.:;:--}~~e--cvel1-D-ro;:r1i-s2-d~To·-se-t··e.s':Cd·e'··J" -b·iii:(on-doile.Y-sto~(s-:-ev~io~·th~"- · -
;co~;;;i~;'--;;d" '~;:i;'~"'th'~"li~~i';2;' s ~~;~~~~~l-~f' 'th~- :;;~·cl~-~'~i;;·';~~th~;;st-· A~'ian-
coun tr'tC-s:-'-Bu -Cin' -this-'ver~tsDe-cc'}-17'-J ohlls o11-~dcciare(f'th2: t:"'i:,lie-- United -'S ta te s 
iTif.l·no{"'·TiJ~11(lraw '··f~o~~··s"ou~~h--Vie"2;a~~'o,~~d- -i:;ilr'~{n:JG~11i:i'fy"':Lts'-a:Cr"r:ai2is " agai11st 
--'-'-'-~"~"' __ ~" _____ ''''''''''''"",,,,,,,,,,:--_:*<-''-.--'' ..... :r'''_-'-',,,,,,,--''',,,,,,,,,'--<_, __ ~ ._. _~"""'''''''~~'' ___ -''''''''-'--'~''''''''' "~~_'r-'~"~ '" ..,- • ....... .. ~ "~,,".'..J.,>- ~ ..... . . I'.-I·.··.~ ..... 
North Vietr..8.t,1. 
~-

"In point of f2.ct } since 7 April 1965) the U.S. ir.lperialists have 
introcluced into South Vietn8r.1 t'lro more battalions of U. S. Harines totaling 
3)000 men and a larGe qU2.nti ty of modern '..rea:9ons. AmeriC8...11 aircraft have 
continually bombed many tOvms an.d vi 112.ges ) sm·ring so rauch mourn..i.ng and 
devastation in both South and r:orth Vietnam. It is clear that Johnson I S speecD 
is but a smo}\:escreen to cover up the U. S. imperiab.sts! neH mill t2.ry 2.dvcnturcs 
in Vietnam) directly j eopardizing peace and security of the peoples in this are2.. 

lITo settle the VietnalCl :9robler:l at present) the only correct vlay is to 
carry out the point,::; laid do~,m ..E:Y DRy P.t~el~lie£...E'har~'0n IX)Df, O~L 8 _A2ij.j-=i.:~)_b5 .. 

lilt is t he uns'l'Tervin8yoli~y of. the p.TS! Gover:t)m~t i.o_f?_t..r_t.G..t.1y_r_~spe.9j~. 

the 1951" Geneva _~gr'e~ments on V:L_qtng2.....?nd __ tg....5!gXfectly....ir\plen~.Dj:. .. _th~.iLP0.~~5! 
provisions 2.S embodied i n t he fol19]D.:~Q_i)]_:t§.. ;_ 

"1. Recognition of t 'he b2.sic national rights of the Vietn2.laese people : 
peace ) i ndependence } sovereignty , unity ) and territori2.1 i ntegrity. According 
to t he Geneva agreerc.ents ) t he U.S. Goverm-:tent must \lithdrm'T froro. South Vietnam 
all U. S. troops) [.uli tary :9crsormel} 2-.,,"d 'I1ea:9ons of 2.11 ki.nds) cli s!11..antle all 
u. S. military oases there} canc'el i ts mili "cary alJi2.nce va th South Vietnam. 
It must end its policy of i nterveYltioYl 2.nd 2.ggression in South Vietna:n. 
Accordir~ t o t he Geneva agreements , the U. S. Govern~ent must stop i ts acts 
of ,\-T2.Y against j\Jorth Vietn2.."':l ) cO:::-lpletely cease aD. encr02.Cfl,.'llents on the 
terri tory 2.Dd sovereignty of tr.e DRV . 
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"2. Pendins the peaceful rCl.mification of Vietna'U) "rhi1e Vietnam is 
still tC:T~porarily o.i vided into tHO zo~es J the military provisions of the 
195L~ Geneva a.:;;rce:nents on Vietrl2.:'""1. rr.ust be strictly respected ( .... ;11ile1) the 
hro zones must refrain from joining any r.ti.1i tary allie..nce vith foreign 
cOlli'1trics ; there n:ust bc no foreiGn roli tary bases I troops I and mili tC'J.'y 
personnel in their respective ter:ci tory. 

113. The ' i nternal affairs of South Vietnara must be settled by the 
South Vietnamese people themselves in accordance with the IWlSV program) 
without any foreign interference. 

114. The peaceful reunification of Vietnam is to be settled by the 
Vietnwncse people in both zones) yQthout any foreign interference. 

"This stand unquestionably enjoys· the approval and support of all 
peace- and justice-loving Govermnents and peoples in t he vorld. 

"Tne DI\V Goverrur,eYlt is of ~he vi_e.!!...._~~at tbe abo~e-e~g~ded stand is 
4 POINTS the basis for t'0:~so~,.~es~_?<2..-1?::~.i~Q·L.?et~(;:LeE~):Lt_QLthe...--Yi~_t)1.Q.fLJ?rQ9.1em, _If . 

. this bC'.sis is recoGYlized) favo::':101e consl..e0-..2~? i·riLl_Q.e-y_e.clt~.cLf..ox_tb~_ 

peaceful settiement -0.1.' th~_.::Y~_~~~n~!;.""p.J:9P..1.~B3.AUt_~DJ.L1;Le--Jl.o.s.s.ib~~t.~ 
conSiclel' t11C reconvenin~ of a.n international conference in the pattern of the 
1254 G8neva conference on Vie~~am_._ 

liThe DRV Governraent decl'?E~.s th8:.t aYly~roach contrary to ~e_above 
~~t.Q",Y).cl i~ inaD'propria~ aD:'.' aU'Groach tendinES to secure a U.N. int~ncsm.tj._ol)_ 

in the Vietnar-:l situation is als~c .. :hn2..2:proDriate ) because such approaches arc 
UN basically at variance 'Q th t he 195Lf Geneva agreements on Vietnam. 

"Among the 17 countries 'I-Thich sent representatives to the meeting held. 
in Bel.r;rade on 15 I'larch 1965) some did not sign the appeal issued by this . 
meetine;. others) who signed it because they '..rere not acci.lrately infonned 
about the bloody llar provoked in South Vietnam by the U.S. i mperialists and 
the l atters r piratical attacks against the DRV J have nO .... T shown unwilli.11oaness 
to support that appeaL ... 11 ' . 

- .. ---- - - ----
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NHAN DAN EDITO;:?'IAL, APRIL 21. 1965 ON . THE NFLSV 
AS Tflli OHLY Gj";1.;un~6 R:.pi~~·:$~:·:TJ\TIVE Or THE SOUTH 

VIETNA:;::;:SE PEOPLE 

(The Nhan Dan editorial marks a strengthening of the 
DRV characterization of the ~rLSV role in South Vietnam, 
marking it out as the "on1y' genuine representative" of the 
South Vietnarilese people ,·;hich r.1.ust have "its decisive voice. II 
The follmling extracts from the editorial ,,[ere broadcast in 
English by Hanoi Radio April 21, 1965.) 

"From a place in the liberated area in South Vietnam, on 22 Harch 1965 
the eDic statc1lCnt of the NFLSV Central CO;;1r:1.ittce 'Has broadcast allover the 
world'. Hithin only a month, this appeal for national sa1vation has rapidly 
won a broad and powerful response throughout Victn2.In. J[Lt.h('L}·ror.Jci..,~h.e voice 
of the NFLSV is the decisive on_e in the settle!T1ent of the South VietnC'Jil 
question, one of the most important questions at pr~sent on i1'hich-aiiof man
kind is focusing its attention. 

J~'lith its just cause of national liberation and its correct line of 
resistance for national sa.lvation, the 1\7LSV has continually led~he ~oul]1 
Vietnamese people from on~_.~ic_t_Qry~_t_o. .. an()thel> At present) over three-fourths 
of the territory an(L!2!g:::!).~g~ __ oi~b~L9_0~t.U:i,.~tn2.J'T\..e$.8- n9Pu...lations .. _ have. __ b.esm 
liberatecL-The -front has actually beco;ne the organizer and guide of ill 
facet-s'-of the life of the 9 mLllion people in the liberated areas, while the 
people in areas ur1der the ternporary' control of the enemy are constantly turning 
their thoughts to the front and responding to and carrying out all its policies. 
The front I s prestige in the '.-Torld is gr01·ring daily. The front a.rJ.d the mass 
organizations affiliated Hith it have established relations Hith hundreds of 
international and national orga..rJ.izations :in the lwrld. I~~e_t...L.ltp-__ 
representative or891s in m~y_cSl~t£.~_~_t!). __ A_s.=1:?). __ ~~C2P.?..l __ ~:f'r.i.c.a.J . __ ?ncL.0lip.::. 
America. The front's Central Co;nmittee has regularly exchanged letters and 
messages vrith the governments and state leaders of many countries • 

. liThe foundation day of the front) 20 Dece.inber, has become one of the 
anniversaries to i'Thich progressive people and political circles in many 
countries are paying great importance. On the rost:r1..'LllS of various inter
national conferences of mass organizations, the voice of the front1s delegates 
is regarded by all as t.hat of a valiant fighter on the front line against U.S. 
imperialism. The NFLSV r epresentative 2"ttended the_.IndochiA~se Re..9"pl_e.'.~ 
conference last February ~ld the recent 10th aJ}.Diversaa.....9Uh~12?.11.du.ng_~ql).-
-ference as the only genuine renresentative o:LtJ.l? hero~c~oJ.l.i.rLVi$j:,n2JrLes~ 
people. 

IIFac ed 'Yrith the great prestige of the NFLSV, the U.S. imperialists and 
their lackeys are extre.~ely frightened. In an atte.npt to overshadow the 
front's role, the U.S. aggressors have endeavored to doll up the Saigon puppet 
administration. But they 'dill never be able to achieve their goal. Chairman 
A. N. ~os.y_g in declared: Today_ ev~!:i'oo¢-y'" must see that th~ N[LSV..J ,,;hi_ch i _8_ 
leading,.. the Sq~'th _\L:Le_t.IJ.al\e?e_.peop.l~_' ~ _~~_~gle.J is a real force ..,·rhich decides 
the nres-;nt as ' .... ell as the future of South Vietrla.-;-:-prernierChoU- En=faj~h2S 
on many occasions asserted that the KF'--LSV is the oriy legal repres erltat ive 
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of the South Vietncun popl.Llatio:1) and the Chinese people firmly· respond to 
-t"t1"e-22--I·farch--stafe.llerif-·0-r the HFLSV and "l'lill send to the South Vietnamese 
people all Iilaterial aid to defeat U.S. imperialisIil. President Sukarno has 
very correctly remarked that nobody regards the Saigon regime as a govern
ment. It is the United States Hhich is occupying Saigon. 

liThe role and mission of the NFLSV have been entrusted by history and 
r ecognized by ill the VietnaJtlese people and people allover the Horld. Just 
as the J'PLSV C ~?!-~_~~~~~~!-. t~e_~~.£:.~a..~c:~iD _ it~ . c.o;n.'Duniql!-~_9J __ J.,.5 __ ~E:r.gJ yny 
set tlernent of the South Vietn2Jll que~~i_o . .l]_ "I'l"i) J._J~se_ ):t~ _P:r?c~tc~._Cl.Q.~~?.~_ti_'{e. 
meanJng- -:rf -rt-rsunaerr2~ken ~ii:t~..9trt lli!Lp~t.t~~i.'Qa:t.iQrLo.f-.-:th~_JfFLSV in a 
aecrsl ve role. 

liThe U. S. imperialists and their lackeys are stubbornly intens ifying 
and expanding their VIaI' of aggression in South Vietnam. They ,.,..ill certainly 
receive more telling blov[s frow. the NFLSV and the 14 mi..Uion South Vietnamese 
people. The front has clearly defin'ed its stand: 

liThe South Vietnamese people and their armed forces are resolved never 
to relax their grip on their a.rIns so long as they have not reached their 
goals: independence) democracy) peace J and neutrality ••• , anc.L.C)ll n~goti-
...9,~ion~_0·tI~_j;J}g_IL.~_i.!llp~r.t~"l:i,si9 __ C1,t,-j:,his __ m9D.1 Emt __ ar_e_.ent~x_elY:_J,ls_eJe.s_s .if. . .t_h.!3Y 
still refuse to "l'lithdraH from South Vietn2fl~J,-tJl~j:r-....t.r.Q.2p.~ . .?!ng __ ?-l1-_kin~J§ __ 
of \'raF_!J1_af~1j"jJ._ancL~~_ans. _.:-_-:_2:l1cl_tJtO_s_e __ o.f.Jhe __ .~Clte.1JJ:.t~s_.::::_i~_:tl).~X __ ~:UJ-l._d9_ 
not dismani)~_~h. th~ir milit3£'L1?~se~ ill. SQ~th._~~~~ll<:¥J:lLjf_ !:h~_t,:r~t.'2~.s ___ ~~jJ) 
surrender the South Vietnamese pe~le r s sacred rights to independence and 
democracy to-the-U:S:llnD-e"i~.?JJ:~~=~@d, :;l:(Th.8 Nf..r.sV -- 1Ji~~~~nu-:iile __ 
representative of the lL~ million South Vietname~eople--does Dot b9Y~L:i.j:,2 
deciSIVe voice. II 
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DRV "\,mITE PAPER" ON "US AGGRFSSION AND D~TERVE1'JTION IN VIETHAH" 

(On July 10, 1965 North Vietnam released a n\{'nite Paper" 
on "US Aggression and Intervention in Vietnam" "Thich had been 
prepared by the DRV Foreign Hinistry . The timing of release 
of the Hhite paper Has related to the 11th anniversary of the 
s igning of the Geneva Agreements on Vietnam on July 20 , 195'~, 
but the paper i tself Has prepared in Hay, 1965 . The full text 
of t he paper IvdS released by Hanoi VNA in English July 16. 
The white paper i s divided into six chapters. 

1 First US i ntervention in Vietnam. 
2 Second US intervention in Vietnam , systematic sabotage of 

the 1954 Gen ev-a agreements . 
3 us armed aggression against South Vietnam. 
4 The United States l aunched air and naval attacks on the 

DRV. 
5 The so-called Hill for peace of the aggressors. 
6 The sound basis 'for a s ettlement of the Vietnam problem. 

Exceipts from chapters hm, three, four and five and the 
full t ext of chapter six are given beloH. ) 

Chapter 2 

" ••• The U.S. policy of intervention has trampled upon the deep aspi
rations of the people of South Vietnam an~ of all Vietnam for peace, unity, 
independence, and democracy'. Even the rights t o life and peaceful labor 

have not beon respec ted by t he ruthless fas~ist. dict-3.torial policj.es of the 
Ngo Dinh Diem administration. Therefore, exercising their rights of self
defense and s elf -deterrnina t.ion -- "Thich are the inalienable rights of all 
p eopl es - - the undaunted South Vietnam p eople have r esolutely risen up 
aga inst the U.S. imperia~ists and their agents. 

"The patriotic movement in South Vietnam has rapidly developed into 
a rnightly tidal Have Hhich threatens to SHeep avray t he positions of t he 
United States and its agents. Once aga in the U.S. policy of intervention 
in South Vietnam has sustained disastrous failure •• ,11 

Chapt er 3 

"But th e heroic South Vietnam people ha v(3 '_risen . .up_ in ._arms_ against t he 
aggressors for natio::al salva t.:i on and self -litera tion. The'; rs is a thorou~l'2 
.~ust struggle TtThich fully"_S:.2!'.J.2IEl1S __ t o __ tbe.l93± G$ne'T?, ?-~Le<=:0smts __ and to 

·_intern..::tional la,,!. 

"The }lFLSV l. founded on .20 Dec ember 196,O, more and more cl§2.rlYJToves 
t o be the sole genuine i 'sprs senta ti ve of the peo?l~, _the -ITlO bilizer_ .and _ 

. or :7anizer of all 'catriot;ic forces in South Vj_etnam . Born in the rnidstof 
C> ~ • 

t he ani.,i-U.S.-Di er;J, upsurge , the NFLSV) with L=nryer Ngueyn Huu Tho as its 
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president, uni te~. __ ~l~_s_2..~j~~l._sJ~!,.~tct , .. . c1Ci?s~s , .. national.-i:tie.s, . poli t~cal 
parti~s .. LQ!, .. g~I1.l~?: tiQ!1.s-,.Jel.ig~ou..?_g!,Q..uP .. ~_L.?_nd .@t~~i.Q.ttc?_.P~T...?_O}}~.)-,i tJ.~§.J 
irresp'8~j.j,y'~.Q:[_"Q9Jj .. j:,tC:.90;L.te.n<:l.el)CY, .tofight.and overthroH .. the. rule .. of 
t he - U • S ... _j:II].R.~I:.t.:JJ .. :t.sts .ar:ld .... their .. . a.g~n ts , a~hieve .. ind~pe0denc e , . demQ~:r:a.cy, 
b~tt~T . li Y.:Lr:tg_~D.Q).::ti-.(;ms.-, __ R~§._c~_,""'?J:l.9-_n~_1.l..t.r~ltty _f;:px __ $ol,.l:th. .. .y ~etl12:..1T1. _a, l1d_ 
eve.n1\§J_.p_e.9s .~X~J= __ Il?<_t.~.on.a 1 . .r.e~~!.ic::~ -J:..i 9.11 .• 

liThe front has succeeded in rallying oven broader patriotic forces 
to the struggle against the U.S. imperialists and their South Vietnam 

·agents. Our southern compatriots , "\-iho enjoy the broad sympathy and 
vigorous support of t he peoples of the sQcia1ist countries and peace
loving people throughout the Horld, have scored increasing victories . 
To da~~ __ the_FF~y" ha~ __ gai!].~ .. s:lson..t.:c_oJ: ._oL.J.Qu:.r:::fift,hs._ Q:L .. th.E?_..terri.:t2ry 
a nd 10 mill)::.Q.rLPi:.Q12)._~ .;._j:,G.a.:.tj ... ?0}iO.::J)lt.rds .. _oJ......the.....Pop1,11at:i,0n--=j:ll .. cS.0~t.h 
Vietr!.?-JTl. It has become a pm'Terful force I-Jhich has .?-__ c;l.~~tE>.i"¥:e"'-"yQj,c;.e __ tn . 

... W~JiO.lLtJJ._y .. :),.etDilJ1L:R.r.O_p1.e.l'Tl .• 

liThe front is enjoying grovJing prestige in t he Horld . It has 
successively established official r epresentations in Cuba, Algeria, the 
GDR , Czechoslovakia, Indonesia, C'hina ~ and the Soviet Union. It has 
al so established a permanent representation to the Afro-Asian People 's 
Solidarity Council in Cairo and a permanent. observer near the executive 
committee of the I nternational Union of Students in Budapest. 

lilts delegation have be'en Harmly lv-elcomed to various international 
conferences , I,There they Here r egarded as the genuine representatives of 
the South Vietnam people. In particular, three major international con 
f erences Here recently held to express the I-Jorld people ' s full support 
for the patriotic movemen,t in South Vietnam. They are : t he meeting of 
the International Trade Union Comm.i t tee for Solidarity With the Horkers 
and People of South Vietnam , held in Hanoi at the end of October 196); 
the International Conference for Solidarity "'lith the People of Vietnam 
Against U.S. Imperialist Aggression and for t he defense of peace , held 
in Hanoi in November 1964 ; and t he Indochinese People ' s Conference held 
early in March 1965 in Phnom Penh. Committees for solidarity "Hith the 
South Vietnam people are being set up in an i ncreasing nUmber of countries ••• " 

Chapter 4 

liThe question no longer i s Hhether Har i s being lost , but hOH f ast 
the United States and South Vietnam are losing it and.l·rhether there 
still is any flimsy hope of saving the situation. 

I1ITL.§]}. attempt to f ind a I'Tay out of this crumbl ing R,9si t-i on , the 
United States plots to extend the Hal' beyond South Vietnam 's borders. 

I1Since early 1964 the U.S. ruling circles in '\;Jashington have envisaged 
carrying the ',,;ar to Norl.,h Viel,m.~. l'Iany plans have been mapped out by . 
t he U.S. strategists in the State Depart ment . and the Pent-J.gon . HoteHorthy 
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is plan No .-!.. __ 6 __ "\i.9r.L<~d . o.~t by li§.J:.:t.J'{ • __ ItO .. S-.t.Ql·T J . _tl1e_ . .PQlic.Y..p.lsnnl3x __ of_ the 
U • S:- St--J. te .. I2.ep.~J:'"~l!lent .. . T0is_~1_an __ $Fv.i$age-ci __ three .. .stages:. ---.li.r.st_stage..:. 
na-vaj.- blC2-.Q:~e ..Qf H~t2hC?J}gJlort ; ._sesg_n_cL .. !?_taEe ~ __ l)a '@..l __ 9-Jtacks_oo_.N.orth 

V:Let:rkim coasta.l installatio_ns; and thJrd ..§:tag~:_.i!-ir bomb~Dg?...9f J':iPJ=.tL 
Vietnam ••• 

"These are cynical premediated Hal' activities , brazen violations 
of the sovereie;nty and territory of the DRV , Undeniable violations of 
t he 1954· Geneva agreements on Vietnam and all norms of international lavr. 
They pose a h eavy threat to peace in Indochina and southeast Asia. That 
i s the reason why the U.S. air and naval attacks on the territory of the 
DRV have been sternly condenmed by the peoples of the \-Ihole Horld and 
by many governments •.• 

~; "The U.S. Govermnent has put fonlard one argument after another, 
and published a blue book and a vrhite paper in an attempt to cover up 
its aggression in South Vietnam. 

"Since 7 Ap..r .. tl_12.95._"l!. ... ~...! .. _JCL~§j9_eJ:l.Ug_ll~s_on _has repeatedly stated 
t hat the United States has come to South Vietnam--to defend freedom, to 
alloH the people of South Vietnam to guide their mm country in their 
Ol-m Hay. He also has accused North Vietnam of aggression against South 
Vietnam, and he has said th-3.t the United States is re§l._qY.J..2....El]...@:g~J:.!:l 
unconditional discussions to find a peaceful settlement of the H.?2:..._in 
Vietnam ••• 

"After the conclusion of the 1954 Geneva agreements, ,·rhen Vietnam' 
was tewporarily partitioned into hlO zones, the South Vietnam people 
longed to s ee South Vietnam achieve independence , democracy, peace and 

-neutrality. But the United States had set up a fascist regime under the 
Ngo Dinh Diem brothers ahd , later on, under a succession of military 
dictators, it sabotaged the peaceful reunification of Vietnam as provided 
for in the Geneva agreements. It has brought into South Vietnam nearly 
50,000 troops from the United States and thousands of mercenaries from 
a nwnber of satellite countries to Hage , together Hith the Saigon puppet 
army , an undeclared Hal', thus encroaching on the sovereignty and territory 
of Vietnam. It is crystal clear that the United states , instead of 
defending fre edom , is carrying out an armed aggression in South Vietnam. 
It docs not alloH the people of South Vietnam' to guide their mm country 
in their O\offi ,·;ay, but is stifling their deepest and mos t sacred aspirations 

' in an attempt to turn South Vietnam into a U.S. military base and neH-
t ype colony ••• 

"The South_~ie~:n~;T~~ .. s.e_ .. 2.~_op)3--.0a_~~ __ ~ye~y __ J:'~ig~t .. j:,.<2_Ii.§e_. uP_ . .?-.!l .. _§l.rms 
agai-.. ~~~_the 1.}.-!..~-,- __ €-_ggr2S .. ~9}: .. ~~d "t.<\ei-X'_..J-~~::~)r~s to_defend th~~~o'ln_tI..Y.._ 
and t heir' .fI' ~_~c!Qm ,--?::~C! __ .t..b..eY_§'_I'.§_fully': _E)n li .. t). ed ..t.2 .. ..2::t..~ .. ~ ... alJ _n_~.<? e~_~ary ... m~an_s 
in accordance Hith their right of self-defense and self-determination, 
includinK....?n aDneal to Dea.ce- aD~justice-=iov-j nO" couIlt:r'le'sfor "moral----_ .. - . -- ~--------- ... 

_ _ s:uppor .. t __ and rr..a_t.Qr_t?-l.. _~i_d in __ tQ'Lfo:r.ll1_of_l..Mg;:;_L. H~""'po~s-,_~Q!L volunteers. 
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"Is it true that the United states is ready to enO'arre in unconditional ___ .~_#. ___ .. ____ .• ___ ~ ___ , __ "". ______ . .. .. _" ........ _ .... _ .... __ ~_.::l _ ___ ~_ ... .. _ .. .. _. _ --#- - _. '. ____ _ 

DS I-rOVES discussions Hi th a vie"T to findiQ£; a peac~f1.!L~ej,j,d-ems:n.rLQJ tb.e _ _ c..9JJ[l.i~.t __ 
in Viebam? 

; FRON~ 

.OVES 

"It "Till be _recalled __ that net lon g a~'\...o_kresicient~Qhnso1'L-d_elll.aJ}9._~_ctL_g:L 
a preconcli t~o~_t.9_anu~;:;otia tions Jo.!. __ ~~.!-.!-1~m~n,!-__ oJ:.J~h.e __ So_'Ll:.t0 J~et-n?-.~}_ 
-.9u e_s!~_0_l!_, __ tt~~_ . ~_0.r.!:11 __ X~.~_t0~_m _~_h9_uJsL~:t9.p.--:\ts_~_gg!eS_sl9~.g~P:~_!:!_t_.§CJ~~h ._ 

. Vietnam . Thi.s time he oroposes uncQn~itional discussions presuma bly because 
he I'Tants to-'r:Iv-e-betier: Dra'of -o[ -hfs-~TllYf or~'Deac'e" an'd'-even' 'of . his - de'sire--_______ . __ o.~ .. _____ , _. ' _. ______ J,. • • _ ••• __ _ •• _~_ • • ___ • _, ••• __ . .... _. _ . , _, ___ • ___ ~ ••• _ _ _ •• _ .1 .. . __ _ .. .. __ .. ___ . • '_: • __ . . __ ._, .~._ .... _ 

to rah~_t):1_~.lt'::,-:-.irl.L§gD,<;l?-rd';; __ QL$_outh2a.$j:,_!\$),,<?:1LPe.oples._ The U.S. ruling 
c ircles procably hope t hat Johnson's 7 April . speech w~ght mislead the 

. world's peoples into taking this as t he sign of a change in U.S. policy. 

"It is a fact that U.S. puppet troops are fighting against the South 
Vietnam Liberation Army and P89Jple Hhich are l ed by the NFLSV. The_JLn;i.:ted 
States talks abJut its desire to hold discussion Hi th a vier" to finding 
apeace{u'C-sofuiJo~--io-th'e-~:fo'uth--Vie~i_m '_~stiQP-,~ bu<~Lt·"r~fis.~_s: .. i_9: ", 
recogn~~ __ e __ :fh~l!t~Y __ C!:~ __ !h~_~QJ:S'_" K~.rlE1:!:!~ .. !~~I2E'es~n'La ti v~_..?£_t~§: __ ~?Y!0 __ ~~~t22~!11 
people. It is ob'\,rious that the United States '·Jallt_~ Jleit.b~-1"--P_~_a,~_$_n9T 

neeotlFt~:::n • 

"The Uni ted ~_tates say~_ that_ i ~@-!,:!-~~Jl~~~_~f~l __ s_~.it:I:~..!.neT1.t-__ (;rr .. the 
wa r ~n Vietnam ,--9_~t a 'L_~0e._~~~~~3rn~i t ___ <?:~~1.~_~_~~ __ !:ly1 L~~ __ 1!_~.bL.!!..o_t. ,,~~ !:0d.~~~ , 
ei ther oO~.!lJ,y __ 0.I...._Y1!_Q.~x_Jh_~_C)Q.0JLQ_.fY._111~<?-.ningl.~s .? __ agr.eelnent. 3Je9-~~:l~J-
s ettlemen t Hhi£~00 es r:.?J, __ ~ncluc!e th~_~6-tb9.ra1i~l._Qf-'y_~_S-, __ ~a,.t_EO_:l).;it~e_j,-Lo_oP? 
from South Vietnam cannot be regarded as such by sO'l.md-minde~9l?_~ ' It 
only means -:rfu t the United St..a Tes, Hhich has launced as armed aggression 
against South Vietnam, is insolently asking the heroic South Vietnam people 
to lay dmm their arms and surrender to those on whor.i they have inflicted 
defeat after defeat. This is the kind of negotiations from a position of 
strength repeatedly mentioned by the U.S. ruling circles , from J ohnson to 
Deak Rusk and McNamara. But they should not have any illusions about it. 
The imdomitable South Vietnam people deeply love peace, but -they are deter
mined to struggle against the U.S. i mperialist aggressors; never "rill they 
lay dmm their arms until they '\,in f inal victory. 

liThe United States s~ys that it I·rants to seek a peaceful_s~i!J,,_E!_IT.J.en:~ 
of the i'Jar in Vi e l,nam bes:a 1!.~~_i...:L .Y.z?CDi.~E$?-_c:.?_'t9 __ Q~L.9..~:i,~kJY.Je_$t9:ce<:l. , ,, .p1l,:L 
i t de ems it n8cess~-IY_ to J-ncr~.§e J..ts r:'§"-?'p_Q}l.§"'~_~~IT@]~_e_ at:.tg~15_$ __ b'y _§:;\'L •. 
Wh:[ie-P-resident Johnson says t r:a t the United States Hill strive not to 
extend the hostilities , H2.x-.·Tell Tayl9..!" the ini tia tor of the theory of 
special I'Tar, "rho is nOH the plenipotentiary r epresentative of the U. S. Govern
ment in South Vietnam for carrying out this kind of 'dar l b11.lntl y St;:JG;1L-
t hat no lirnit exists to the Do't_§!ntiaL_~ss.?:la:tl:Q~q.t'_tJ:1e ,:~aI.." and that 

. America may directly enter the grolL.Yld f'i£ht~_ng if n?cessal"y'! 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

'rvlhile talking about peace , the .Uni ted _ sta te~~ti~1~~_t_?_~~~_e_0J?.gx 
US HOVES ..ihe .. rar in South Vietnam and to extend the ',.jar l.'Tithi:tEl_ ?-i:r f _qrce and 

navy to North Vietnam. This rn.ay lead to unforeseeable consequences.- It 
~ ~ 

FRONT 

~s clear tha t the U.S. aggressors and Ho.n<10ngers are using double talk to 
cover up t heir ne~'l dangerous military adventures in this area . .. 

"The aggressive and bellicose features of the U.S . Government 2_re 
f urtho--;' laid b:cre by the fol1ol-.ring arroc;ant action: 0:1 2L~ April 1905-
President Johnson desfgna ted t he Hhole of VretnamaDCitl18Water-sa"d-Ja:c-ent 
thereto UD to 100 miles from the Vietnamese coasts, and p=1.rt of the t erri-

'i;orial i-.raters of the Chinese PeoDles Republic around the Paracels Island~ 
~ -, --~'--~.------~--~~ 

r.3.S a co;nbat zone of the U.S. armed forces. This is i n essence a 1110Ve 
to .. rard a blockage of the DRV and, at the saru;- time~reparatiC2.!l-,f2..~ 
l arger-scalemf"ii tary adventures_:.. 

"In fact}. the United States is fren ziedly intensifying the agg£essive 
war in South Vietnam , step:Jing up the I,rar of destruct; on Hith its air 
~e against North Vietnam , and menacing the territorial i-Taters of the 
DRV with its naval forces, in an attempt to turn defeat and weakness into 
victory and strength, get out of its present impass in South Vietnam , 
and obtain at the conference table ,'That it cannot Fin on the battleficii. 

"The so-called I,rill for peace and economic 'aid recently mentioned 
by Johnson are but f amiliar tricks of psychological Harfare of the U.S. 
imperialists designed to soothe and deceive public opinion and cover up 
t heir attempt to extend the I'Tar and enslave the Indochinese and southeast 
Asian peoples. But such tricks, hm-rever perfidious, can fool no one. The 
U.S . rulers know better than anyone else hOH many countries have courageuusly 
renounced the noose of U.S. aid and hOH many U.S. personnel ' carrying out 
t he Food for Peace and Alliance for Progress programs have been expelled 
f rom Asian , African, and latin American countries." 

Chapter 6 

liThe South Vietnam Arrory and- people, starting Hith almost· bare hands, 
have scored great achievements , recorded glorious victories, and driven 
-toe U.S. imperialists and their agents into a corner. In an attempt to 
r etrieve this critical position , the U.S. imperialists are embarking on 

- neH, extrerr,ely dangerious military adventures, thereby threatening peace 
i n Indochina and southeast Asia more seriously than ever. 

"In its 22 Harch 1965 statement, the NFLSV Central Cormnittee exposed 
t he U . ~ . i" iperialists ' policy of a g~ression and lijar~ demonstrated the ine-vit
ability of their defeat , i'nd nfl-de clear ii.,s stand on the South Vie tnam 
proble;n: 

• q-. 

"The South Vietnam people and their armed forces are resolved never 
t o l ose hold of their arms so long as they·have not reached their basic 
goals , na;nely , i ndep endence , deffiocracy, peace, and neutrality . The South 
Vietnam people aredeterrr~ned to go on striking ' hard at ~he U.S . aggressors 
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and their lackeys, and they are sure to Hin final victory •. All negoti
ations at this moment are entirely useless if the U.S. irnoerialists_ 
~i..ll persist in refusing to Hithdra:~j from South Vietnam all their troops 

"'and Hal' IEaterials of all kinds ane. those of ~.b:eir sa~e1Jl:iE!~)~~~-:l fq::-=-
'cbmantle all ~heir mHi L-.ary bases in South Vietnam, if the Vietn2.mese 
traitors continue to surrender to the U. S. imoerialists the S-outhVlet-
."names~oeople ' s sa.:cred righ~s to indeDendence·, and i:CiFle-}fFLsv-=-=-ihe

only genuine represent.ati ve of the 14· million South Vietnamese people -
)s not asked to say its decisive say. 

flAll the Vietnamese people and the DRV Government 1-rarmly 0l}.il alld 
SUDPO;t this correct stand of the Nr'LSV. 
~ J. .. 

"The DRV Government has all-Tars held that the correct iBP_lerr.:..~~_t~..9Jl 
of t he 1954 Geneva agreements on Vietnam is the correct 1-fay of settling 
~SOuth Vietnam problem • ... 

"On 8 Ap .. il at the second session of the third National Assembly 
of the DRV, Premier Pham Van D00g once again made clear the position of 

. the DRV Government regarding the _present situation in Vietnam. 

"The unsHerving policy of the DRV Government is to strictlY_.I~_s2.ect 
the 1954 Geneva agreements on Vietnam and to c9rrect.1Ylimql~~ent thetL 
rosic provisions as embodied in tie follm-Ting points: See Pham Van Dong's 

4 .points at Tab H~ . 

"This stand unquestionably enjoys the approval and support of all 
p eace- and justice-loving governments and people in the Horld. 

"The DRV Government hol ds that the above - mentioned stand is the rosis 
for th~ sound~st~olitical settlement of the Vietn2.m problem . If th~-s 1:.B"sis 
is accepted , favorable conditions "Till be created for the. peaceful settle-.. 
ment of the Vietnam problem and it I-Till be possible to consider the recon-
v ening of an in~ernational con~erence of the type of the 199+ Geneva--con~ -
ference on Vietnam. -

"The Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam declares thSl t 
a~_~~oroach contrary to the above stand is irrelevant, any aDoro~~hJ..s?ad~ 
to aU. N. intervention in the Vietnam s ituation is also irrelevant, because 
~approahes are rosically a ~ variance '.-ri th the 1954 Geneva cgreements . on 
Vietnam. 

Hanoi, }1ay 1965. 
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D:;:{V GOVERIT: ~rT STl\ T?'::·3?~I' Oli ??3SID::I~ JO:~ISOH ' S 
JUIT 28) 1965 ~~ss c6I\;}rL2~I':C~ Si~T.8~·tE:I \!'1' 

(Folloi-lin.:; P:ccsic.ent Johnson's press conference Statement on 
July 28, t he D?.V issued a Govern;:lent stater,lent (on Au:::,-ust 2) 
conc1.emninc the St2.tcr;:ent but 0,-;-.). ttir.c; any reference to the 
Presidentls references to the ffiV's "four points" or the 
NFL. The Statcr~lent focused on criticism of the build-up of U.S. 
forces in South Vietn81ll and the continued U. S . -bO;-;ib iDG of 
North Vietnam. FollollinC are excerpts from the EnSlish
lG\.Tl.G-ua~c broe.dcast of the Statcment by Hanoi Ramo. ) 

" • •• In an attcIn:9t to decc.~ ve the ~.~!2:.~C:-E...'p~g12~~ .. ~a.J?:3 .. _,:!9~.12-_ . .J?,~~~.i..~_ . .<?pi.l!~9.n 
and to justify the ma.ssi vc disp2.tch of U. S . . troo:9s for intensified ac;ression 
in Victno.;;l , U. s~.x-sTQem~j'olln.sc3I111o:sres'ortcQto sttchDic·-e-worCl.s- -iii--defendlng 

-peace-~'-fr~~~~~1~~1~j;J:Cce;-'~iie-'Eas 'rC:L teratcd-' i1fs'-contcritfC;i1"--about -unconditional 
cU_scussion and claimed himself to be r eady to move from the battlefield to 
the conference table. 

"This hypocritical talk cannot possibly cover ,up ~"'ld distort the truth. 
US }W6SIn fact, the IT_· ,9. ~,_ .. Q?_y~.!:n;2C:.llt .. b_~~_§.~.!P5?-:tQ-:s~_cl_~J2~.-.~95Jl,_~!)gy~,., .~0.~!':5;_9~e!-?:.~s on 

Vietnam, t~d U:90n in~~~!.E?-t1.:~!!?~..J:.~:'TS, continuous ly intervened in the 
internal affairs of the Vietno.r.:ese peoule , sent U.S. troops ar;ainst the South __ • __ ... , ___ _ __ . _ .. , .. - " .~ ____ .. , _ ... ,_ ........ .. "- ..... ~ -. ' N '~" - ... __ ~. ""_ ... . , - .-.-_. __ ... ____ .. :..J_._, __ . _ .. ___ .~~ _____ .. _ 

Vietnamese peo]Jle L bC?.!:~oed_.§D.c1.J;..:.tg.fs.Q._~~b§._:t~l~l~i tory __ .of. ... tnc_.p:;:::V, and has gone 
to the lenGth- ~~~~~.:E~.....::'~~~~"'!b~AL~~0-11_12?'~;Q-,b1J§.r~3.L.gg.0.:§[i~lb:~Z;t;~1R§o=n . 
...-.-.-----~~~--. 

"It is also a fact that the U.S. GDverrunent is ,vagine; a i-rar of ac;gression 
in Vietnam. . It is talking about ncace discussions to conceal the "plan for 

J}2~~n§_tft~.c!...]·~r". 2's d~s=h.G!l- 'is 0-oYolon;o; :i,p_de{in:f:~efy. ~-ili~~~"Q.2.:;_~l2.~2.r·
Vietn2.11l and to sticl~ to Soutn Vietna;n in a bid to turn that zone into a 
U. S. nc,v type colony and military base for attack. against the DRV , thus 
j eopardizing peace in Asia and the ,·Torld •••• 

li The DRV Goverrment onc_~~i:i2:.l2-e~s~.:-;,~~..!-E_~_~1!_· S..:,~~~E~o,E~:t.j~~ .~_ .. 9-~.r::.~P!-~?,£ 
~~di tioni?:.;L eli s SEs s ~_~_}"":,Tl~_~ c~~:iy.~~_~ ~EI:.C_~o.~..Y~!:f.~,:l~.2~.§_.~~E2\l~~'!_ .. ~. 
in~ose ~y fo~on th~. Vj~~E2.0..~_~l2k~.0:,j.ssj.on t<2 th~jL~?_oJiol~s:.Y~f. 
aggression . 

li The DRV Govern.'T.ent solemnly declares that Vietnam is one , the Vietnamese 
people are one. The U.S. i mJ?erialists havirl8 encroached on Vietnamese 
!-erri tory) every Vietna.!""aese is uuty-OOW1C.tO fight asainst the U.S. aggressors 
for national salvation. T'nis is an i nprescriptible sacred r:i.ght of the 
Vietna:nese peo:l,)le. The Viethe:::ese people} millions as one r are determined 
to stand fim, on the IrontUne of th'2 \Torlci people 's strugGle against 
i mperialism, colonialism) and. neocolonialism for J?eace ) nati.onal i ndependence, 
democracy) and social progress. 1I 
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"Even if the U.S . ir,l:perialists ser.d in 100) 000 or 200) 000 ·or more 
Arnerican troops) eVen if the stn..l.GGle is t o last 10) 20 years ) or ;nore ) 
The Vietna:r:ese peo:ple are deterr:lined to fiGht until cO:il:pletc victory. 

"Tnis stand as \-Tell as t he 22 i:rarch 1965 statement by the l'TFLSV have 
e l i ctccl ',rarr.l approval 2...nd SUp:pOl't frora n'.any Govcrl""' .. ;nents and from the 
\wrl d 1 s :people . 

"Tne U.S . Goverl1.!nent must sto"O at once its ail' '.1ar 2.r'"a inst the D~V and 
_ ___ ~~ __ ...... _~~ ..... _ .• _.~ __ .& __ .,. .... - •• ~~ __ .... ~ ... , - . .... _ . __ • __ ~ ... ~- ..... ___ ._ . ~ •• " • • ~_ ''''''' . ' . . .... _ _ . .. . ...... " '. _~.- ,- _ _ ........ ~ . ....... .:o<.A. .......... _ ... .. " _ ......... __ _ 

completely ccase __ al~_~!tc:t;:?_c:.~_S:'":1cr:-~?_<?~_ .. !,0.~~~~!e i.Q~!y_~<?-_._~~.c~!j!y', ,~:f.. . ~l?~ 
rev. It L1US l.. "Out an ir,;::cr;ciiate encl to the . a(:0:ressi ve. ',Tar :i.n South Vietn8.!n ______ ..... ~ __ .~~_._...__........ ..... ~. _.,. .. &._ . .. _____ ,_ .. __ .~ ..... __ ..... . __ ............... "_' . ___ .. .... _ . r ... ~_I'.'_e."- • ... ... ., ~.,.~ • • _ ...... _ .... ___ ... .. .. _. , ' ~ • • _. ___ ._ .... _ • .. _ . . ) 

vi thdrmT all U.S. troo"Os Cl...c'Ylcl \,rcanons therefror,1 and let the South Vi.ctnar;).c se , __ _ ' ._ .~ . ... _._._._ r"" .' __ . _·-._ ....... ·~_ .... __ ..... ·····..-_, ·-....... · __ ".._ .. ··- ·· ·· ... - . .. ~, .. - .. ) ...... , . ..... " ........ ,."':: .- . ... ..... . -_ .... ... ... ~.--.~ ...... -... , . - ' . 
peonlc" sctt1e their o',;n a:fairsin accordance \·lith the. nr03rar:l of the NFLSV-
t he - oniy--genliir;e-Tepl;e~s·;;i'it~ti-v:e-;i~th~· So~th'Vi~tn;J:1es~- peo:pf~' : -' -.. - ., .~-"'-."""" 
_________ ~ ..... _. _____ ... ~ .... - #.--.. _ ___ ~. _ __' ... __ _... ______ ~ _ __']o" __ ,J'_ •. _______ ....... _~ ...... _ 

"U. S . P".cesident J ohnson has spoken about an honorable peace. It ,-rill 
b e recalled that all along for the past 11 years the Government of the 
DRV has repeatedly put fon-Tard reasona01e and sensible proposals i,lith a vie" 
t o achievinG 2. :pcaceful settler,1ent of the Vietnaln :problem on the basis of 
t he 1951.:· Geneva agreements. 
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LE I,rONDE nrTI<:RVIE\,r T,HTH HO CHI HINH 

(On August 15, 1965 Hanoi broadcast in English the text 
of Ho Chi Hinhls responses to four questions subm.itted in 
"rriting by Er_~l!.c11...s.QTrE':..~..!~de...:~t:J,?r_,I:e_ ;·;.~0~~.) Phil:!'l2£~ 
Devillers. Ho insisted that the US must give IIta..'1gible 

pro-ofs"'-{hat it accepted the DRVls IIfour pointsll and 
appeared to com.pletely rule out any role for the GVN in any 
negotiations.) 

IIQuestion: Does the position of the Govermnent of the De.r;lOcratic Republic of 
Vietnam remain that i'Thich Has defined by Pre.llier Pham Van Dong on 8 April , 
namely the South Vietnc.mese people must be left to solve their o,.m affairs 
themselves ,.Tithout foreign interference a..'1d on democratic bases? 

IIAnS'der: That I s right, tind this o~j,he bCl:.~~_~.-S?[ the .E.~<2.&~am of th~~EFL.~Y.L..J:: he 
FRONT sole authentic renresentati ve of the South Vietnam neoDle. _____ --....._ ... ,,--_,, __ .~ _r r.·...._, ·_ .. _ ... ,~ ..... ~.-~ .• .:.J_. ~ • .:._J.:~_ .... ""~ ·.z. :..... ... ..• .......,.:..\o. ~...:. ~;-.~ .:,._. _____ .... __ ~ 'c .. ~ ....... ., ... ~_·.Jo • .:... _ ....... 

4. PmJTS 

IIQuestion: Is the De.'TIocratic Republic of VietnaJll ready to accept, so long as 
the South Vietn2.1l1ese people vrill so desire, the existence of a,'l autono:"tlous 
South Vietnam, neutral of course , ,but disposed to establish i'rith the north 
the relations implied by fraternity and a co:nmon nationality? 

IIAns\·rer: Of course J Along Hith preparations for the national reunification of 
Vi etn.am _Yl!Ji ch_~riJJ._2. ~ .. S~£~j~~cLg.t~i._ t;,l'!!'9gg.1LP.??: 9. E?J~_P.E:~I1s :-~n ' t·h~~f~~.~s·':~.f.. -~h-~- " . 
free consent of the north and the south accordin.f2' to the DrO ara'll of the I\7LSV __ ... ---.~------. _ ___ ._ .. _. ______ ... . ______ .• _. > _________ :0-..:.. _______ * ___ '-' __ ... ____ . _ _ _ .. __ . _ ... __ 

.and .theprogram. .. of. the Vietnc.:n .Fatherland.-horrt, our entire people are nO' .. r 
strugglil1..g Hith their main and might against the U.S. aggression in our country 
to defend the DRV, liberate South Vietnam, and achieve peaceful reunification, 
highest goal of all the Vietnwnese. 

"Question: In case the U.$. Government 'l'rould solemnly reaffirm its will to 
respect the basic principles of the Geneva agreellcnts -- namely, unity and 
independence of Vietnall and prohibition of any base and any presence of foreig~ 
troons on its soil -- vrould the Govermnent of the DRV agree to discuss ,·Tith it 
the ~onditions and guarantees for disengagement Hhich this U.S, declaration 
"rould imply? Also) in yoUr oplDlon, is an end to the U.S. air attacks against 
the DRV territory a sine qua non condition l eadirlg to a settlement of the 
Vietn~n problem? 

"AnS'..rer: To this end) they_._~ _ GO~1'..!'3~nt mJ,lst . ..E1.ye t..~':1g:i.pl£LP.r.Q.of.sJhat_.i.t .. 
accents the four-point stand of the Governllent of the D~V Hhich confoIT!'.s to 
~sseT}ti?J: D.griIfc§'L.~icLD:~=I:t~ firy._~J.~ui~s=~t=t~h~~J 9-~4..~Q~peya·::2.i.~·~-i~~jtc ~ o'n 
Vietna.-:l j i!:..Imst i7L'J.~9i?'i~lv st()rL . ..t.b.~_C2-..ir ?t.t.c..Ql:.s __ a~?.:i.n§..t_.Og2Ct.~.:ry'itQ_::-Y, stop 
f 0~th~,'r~~J1_J~.t.~.....?-ggr.e_~ ~ ~::~ Y2.:-l'. _aga~s.!-. . :t::~ ~~~~~r:~ ~.9f .. 9.::<r c_o~~~~J:) __ §:.r:~2~!:.~4i'E.'~'7 
from. ~~~ all_.U_~~0~:r:oops and i-/eapons. That is peace in honoS. there is 

I1C)ofn-er ~·:ay out. 
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"Quest i on: Do you t hink , Hr . President, that the solution to the Vietna:n 
probl e:l. depends directly on t he Hanoi and Haship..gton goverrnents -- Hithou' 
the holding of ai'1 international conference - or do you think that i t rest: 
essentially Hith the NFLSV and the Vietnamese authorities in Saigon to fiI1( 
a settleJnent '( 

"A."'1SHer : The four- point stand of the Governr:lent of the DRV g:i.ves a clear 
anSHer to this question, and there_is _~_~es~~~:~[_~?-_i.g2.!L~_"t.bQ~~j:,_iEl.~ .\_ 
a creation of the iUilericans ,·rhich is cursed by our peo21~'Jd yrbi-~D.-.AQ.9.od~ 
rn-th'eWOrld takes senousIy. 

"Friendly greetings. II 
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Vietnam, t~~~_U .•.. S. _.' i,r,;per.iali st. s_Da \~e _.ttl rne.(~tSo~h._1.i(3.t.n_a,':'1.. .. .i._~t? __ .a 
colony, set up in South Vietna;n a separate state, plotting to 
~E2.~i~a-~_~~~~ .. r:..~:::P2.:c.\~ ~io~"-?f ~~\.'..~:i~ :1~~;' . and-~~_r_~..:.nQ."J bra:~_~~l}~i~cia.i.~iY.J~~g 
out bOr.1bi~.g_..£~~~~_.~.g;~~..n. .. s.t. .. ~~:_~ __ 0~.Y, thus violating her sovereign·t,y •••• 

"By raising the st2.nd of pe2.ceful negotiations and unconditional 
d:i,::;cu~::;ions, tho U .S. i:;:p :) ri~li::;::'.:; pu;:-::;uo 0. d::"'l:k ::;c!:.cmc of' legaliz-. 
ing their acts of ~;erious violations of the 1951~ Geneva .agrec;;-;ents 
over the past 11 years, cor;,pelling the Victna,:ese people to recognize 
the presence of U.S. troops and the existence of U.S. militarf bases 
in South Vietnam, and imposing on the South Vietnar.lese people their 
lackey governments. 

"Therefore , the so-c2.lled unconditional discussions pro:psal of 
the U.S. imperialists actually asks for' one basic condition: recognition 
of the sabotage of the 1954 Geneva agreer.1cnts by the U.S. i mperialists 
and recognition of their aggression in V:i.etriam in the past as well as 
at present. 

fIT Q. _1?~a. t_?-__ 9Xll!ll_f.or:. .. J-0.is . sece~ tf\,ll peace, J o::nson ha s been 
ballyh"(;oing" that the United Siates ha-s 'nade-'c'on~iderable concessions, 
t""na:f\{iaSr3.n1(COn--'{-rled-agaln· ·-and-agiir;-tochange-'ITs~atfftu({e';-tfia-C-

the U ni te d S to. .!-~_!:>._g9..~.~1?:2i _g'p"p.9 .~e_.:[r,E!.~ ..• ~le.,C':.~;i.Qn,$.",tpr.ougbp'l.;,t.~.all,.JIietn~'Jn 
and is i.";eady -to discuss Halioi I s proposals.... . 
____ ........................... -...-.~...:.~...:. .I'-~ - . - ........ .. :. . .;.-,~ ......... -...... _., .! • •• -:: ....... , . • :,. . . .... -;.-. .,.~ , ', _" ' •• - •• ; .... 

"This psychological l.;ar trick of the United State s I,:as ex-oosed 
by the u. S::"1) 08'S s "'l1:, s·elf-.-).-P-cor.t.:;,:enTeci" ·that-;;hafse·eif~to~-be·"C-on:,~ 
ce;"s{ons ,::a~- 'c'o;1siciered- by Hashington as a tactical measure, and 
t ho. t negoti.a:tions. pigh:LQcLIKOJ"O.DG.c::.d. __ sg~~?_E.L..t.L€~-.Y_Lth..~.!-?.Qllj;.J:L.Y.tf;,t.Ds-.m 
puppet'ad;71inistration a breathing soell. . . 
___ • _ __ .4-.... "· .. . _ __ ....... . . ... , .• • " . ................ :. ......... _ •• .1_. ___ " ... _ •.. .,._ •.• .. • _. ~ • ..• :,... .. ... 

"Indeed~ without waiting for the disclosure by U.S. pa;Jers of 
thi s U.S. trick, the Vietna:nese Peoole have seen clearl:t the U.S • . 
~_gressi v~_~~_0_g.0_ tn..r:Q~gb t5e:\r .. .P~~~_e{~r.~6ig~~~~i.T..9lJ-~· _s_~9.~~~~i~~e;: 
the United States ne-..rer sneaks of ;·:i thdra\Jal of U. s. trooDs a::d 
,,:eaoons fro;:1-S·out:nVl-efr.~-;-aooll-tYon-o["0:S-~"'miIi t2.ry ba~'e ~ --in 
Sou ~n-viE?c:ri2:.,;~--<£nd-a -:~.~~U_~.~:§~ ···'e~~~:I9~~b.~}E~~rih.~Q~)22:oin q~~~:;_j~tQ s 
on Kort.hVletn--"~;-~---This ".82.ns t.ha t the U 0 S. imDeriali sts ;·;ill continue 
to-'c-a;ry-o~t their_aggression >1~." Vietna~',~~~cC~~.1.a.l~~~~~:~t-..:s.e~.i.9.u~:ly .• -
t:he~'bi-i;ci:;ro'Vi s.~on 5·....9[, ~ t'r.e ~ .QiX'.?.'!..?_§.g:r.~~!-eIr~.s_l:biJ.§_~~Jlle.2: shi Dg_ thei:r 
-peac-efui"-neiotiations~:,?-.!:? .. ~e • . j'ioreover, Q_g~:i:" ".~!:_ ~~e~ .. ~o;o.e~~~ . .. !·~0_8~ 
t hey Hcre _~p~_~~~_g __ C?£.-'Jea~e!0~~_g;?~i1':~?:().:.:~.'J.!-_~8y __ ~_c:.~~_~T_~~_~'1~~ __ p.~.':l.r. . .::d 
tens-o-f thousands of aggressi V8 troo'Js into South Vietna,";j and increased 

.... ~b02bi f:g r2:~-=-dS:-Qn~y:; Qi~lLYI~~0.~';}fo-an . 'e'~;e'r - 'fi"e-:;ce'r- exte-nf~-~)i=~ijio~Xi~, 
unc'0:~e sti 0l?~.?l:L.!-~~_Y .. ~? ._ . _~.~~eI.~,,2-li_ sj:.~ _~E~ _d~_~~ ~y_c:-~e.~;[ _ :t.tn~({~Ti!1g ,,_.~'r§!7i. , 

.DOssibility on the political settle~ent of the Vietn~~ issue into the 
~.----- ~ .. ---- ----- _.--._---. ......------............ ----~--.---'~ .. "" 
gre~test_ irnp.-J.s.~. 
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liThe policy of lisin2: viole:1ce to force the Vietn2 .. :nese people 
to recognize the U.S. conditions and to sut~it the~selves to ttc 
aggressors has been op-3nly st2 .. ted by Johnson. He said th at to 
continue bo~bing North Vietn2..r:l along 'Hi th intensifying terrorist 
raids in South Vietn 2..J"Tt re;;:ains a key to victory and only this 
C01;.blo bJ.OH C;l.n P Ql' ::;i.:",dQ ?;Qrth Vj,r;tr,:-,m. Tho lbi tQ a. st:1.to~ ~t:i..ll 

holds that it. is nece ssa ry to continue raiding and killing until 
the Vietnamese people lose all hops in victory_ That means the 
United States must fight until their aggressive goal is achieved. 

"Obviously, uhile talking of pea ceful negotiations the United 
States has not in the least given up its aggressive stand. 

IISO long as the U.S. aggression cont.inues, the Vietna.ilese 
people are resolved to resist aggression until complete victory. 

, ' 

liThe aggressors cannot bE; put on a par ... lith the victims of 
aggression. 

liThe U.S. imperialists are the aggressors, the Vietna.":1ese 
people are victims of aggression. In order to solve the ,{a r issue 
in Vietnam, the U.S. aggressors must stop their aggression. That is 
the only correct measu.reto restore peace in Vietnam •••• 

"Our people, who have suffered over 20 years of Har, profoundly 
cherish peace, but peace must al"rays link Hith national indepe r.dence. 
One _~~_l],~<?,t_, . .!!l,e_ql'l. ~~_J)~t::'ieerl .... ,th.e __ U • S. , i mPi?r.j..,a.li .. s:t- s,' .. ~ ~ta .. nd _ t,o _ .. C,2 .. -:;ry" ..out~. 
agg'r e ssion to the end and the Vietname S8 people's thorough stand to 
onoo-se-iggres'slon:'-YC'anyoodY-1:ia::iis--f6-stand-as-medIafor'\.il'tJiout:--· 
' conde~nningthe'aggressor';;;-and'-(fe"n,:andi'r;g-"th'at--the"laite'r-'stop"' th-elf 
agg'ieSsiO'n~ancf'1rr tho'ut "approvirig" incf~sup'ri'o-rting- the'-v{ cti:n's··'c;r- ag:: 
---~--'--'~'--" ' -''''--'''- - -'- '' r--'---' ' -'' ·' ~c---'''\'--'''''''-''~~' -'~~''-'h-''-'---'~''-'-- - ' 
~_~~"]_.l n_ .. ~Q9l.t" o§~Dl"ggE:'. __ 2~gal nst<c.,0~ __ agg:r .. C!,s,sp,r? , .. , _ ~_ C~!L9,tl:c. ___ el1::: _ 
_ ~~y.r:a.gE.', J:,0~, _?-gg.r.e,ssorS ... J .CLc(m .. tinue_ , ;th,~ir_~ggre.ssioJ1;., The situation 
in Vietnam at present is verJ tense. The only cause of this tension 
is the \'Tar acts cor:-cni tted by the U. S. aggressors. To relax the 
tension, the question no',,,,, is not to recolTh-:1end that Doth sides shm.; 
less intransigeance, but to compel the United States to give up its 
aggressi ve sche;;:8. As .for them, the Vietnam,ese people hold that 
only by detel~inedly struggling against the U.S. aggressors can the 
situation be relaxed." 
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DRY EKBASSY ll1 EOSCO:i ISSlES I CORH.2CTION" OF WIll 
Br1DCK',~AY PRESS INT2RVIZ·!. 

(On' August 24, 1965 a DRV spokeslIan :L'1 }::Osco;.,r issued a statement 
stressing the DRV 1 s 4 points v:ere the basis for the SOliJldest pol itical 
solt:tion to t he Vietnamese q1.:.estio:1 o This stateraent vias is sue d after 
western press agencies inc1udjng (AP. hF? and t~ ) had quotio Lord 
Brocki-:ay as saying that the North Vie~cr:arr,ese ambassz.dor in l-:05COH 
told hi;n that llj l..r.l.hoi h::lO novor ~::1.:l,d th~t all U ... S .. foreo::; IT'.u::;t be 
i\'ithdra.m before neeotiations for a cez.se- fire or peace be gin" 
They did not insist on thiso 11 Lord Brock1;ay a150 said the DRV 
ambassador told him H'araoi vIa s prepared to rrake one concession ~~. 
beyond the Geneva Agreements ie South Vietnam should have 
temporari1ly a seperate government, a democratic , nat iona l coalition, 
both politically and Inili tarily neutral,, ) 

11 •• • A ccording to a VN.A. correspondent in HoscoH, the spokesr.an of the 
DRV Embassy in the Soviet Union has issued the follovring statement: 

. li On 19 August 1965 Nguyen Van Kinh, DRV' ambassador to the Soviet Union.? 
received Brocki,:ay, chairman of the British CorrJnittee for Peace in Vietnam, 
at the l atterts ovm request,. 

"The spokesman of t he DRV' Embassy in the Soviet Union recalls that at 
this meeting Ambassador Nguyen Van Kin,'1 explained to Brockeay that t.h(Li our ... , 

., point , s~~J?_~ _?f _~~e __ p._RY._Go~e}:0--rr_~~~_?-s _e)"-po1.J}l~e_¢l. __ 1:Jy_J.remier._ Pham __ '1an Dong, 
4 mnm on'8~!Cpril 196~i~~l].e 'c:?s:l~_ fQr_?_lL~_9}!"'l}ck§j:,_.p.().1jtj_G? 1_s.9.l.ut;LQns._ to_.the , 

Vie:mar.i ql1estion o If this basis is recognized, f avorable condHions ,-rill -, 
fe- c reat:e 'd --for-'tbe peace{2[-s-e"vtrem-e-nt - of -{he-Yieina;'-:'r;l'obi~rr: 'and-' it --"Ti-i5.-
i)-a possjble To ~o.~~~]_er~ihi~r:e:·~~~i2y.i~im;~o-f=-_~Tij:P:t~41~tl9Dii1=.fQQ~~_r.~J;ge_~of 
~_!JJl~_~f _~~~S"_ )}YLL .,0e.neva _ 60nfer,er]ce. 9.n _y~e_tD_? .. T~1.o . 

HAll the reports released by a number of I,.restern agencies vihich do 
not conform to these explanations are 'Hithout foundation and intended 
to distort the trutl10 1I 

" 

159 



\ 

: -

, . 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

DRV FOREIGN HINISTHY j·::E}·[ORMmUH OF SEPTEl·lBER 23, 1965 

( The DRV Foreign Hinistry ~'Iemorand\.1ll broadcast in 
English by Hanoi VNA Septellber 23, 1965 states that the 
DRV's four points are the 11s01e correct basis" for a 
settlement. Follovring are excerpts from the Hemorandurn.) 

US MOVES " •• ~:Since 7 April 1965 the . U.S. authorities have 0;1 repeated occa-
sions ~r6fes~ed readiness to engage in 'unconditional discussionst_~~d 
made proposals for a 'cease-fire ,' a 'suspe;1sion of the bo~bi;1g of the 

-north. ,- -"But it 'is'in this very period that U.S. President Johr:.so;1 has 
. decided" to send in 50,000 n-l-ore U.S. combat troops, raisi.ng the U.S. 
strength in South Vietna..-n to' nearly 130 ,000; and a further dispatch 
has also been announced. 1I 

IIAlong Hi th the 'introduction of various types of modern Hcapons' 
into the South Vietn2m battlefield, the U.S. authorities have used 
B-52 strategic bombers and toxic gas to massacre the people and raze 
villages in South Vi.etnam. They have unceasingly ' escalated' the air 
war of destruction against the DRV.- u.s . aircraft have bombed even 
schools, hospitals, da;'11s, and densely populated areas, r:1assacring 
civilians and disrupting the peaceful labor of t:hc people in North 
Vietnam. 'l 

liThe above facts shoH that the U. S. GO'/ern;nent t alks peace to 
cover up its war designs , and each time it speaks of 'Peace negotiation 9 

it t akes a further step in intensifying the Hal" of aggression in' South . 
Vietnam and in ' escalating' the Hal' in North Vietnar.l. Faced -.-Ii th ever 
stronger protests fro:71 the peoples of the i-IOI' id-,-including the A:T,er
ican people, ithas been cOr:1pelled to resort to hypocritical talks 

: ~??:-t.!:._'_p~ac~_~e_g()~i~J-:'ions ' .. _I·Ti th __ a vieH. to _A.~c_eiving arld appeasing 
peace .• and justice-l_o~ng_p~~~i_c._opinion.1I -_. - --_._--

liThe 'unconditional discussions' proposal of the u.S. authorities 
is out-a:n atfeir:-pt-to - co:71p-3l-the-'Vi"etr1al'ne'se--people--to accept their o;.rn · ~ 
terms-~"----'-"--' _.... ._--.. - . ...... . 

'~Th.~s~~re : __ ~.S. tr~o?s. , ... '1._'.hl .not_ ~ thdra-w l out will cling on to 
South Vietna..-:l; the \.Jnited States ahlClYs . regards South Vietna..-n as a 
s8Rarate nation, that is to' say )' it wants' the partition of Vietna..~ to 

FRONT ::se p·ro1on~ed--ir.clefi·n-ite}Yi- "i~~~e.~~-1~~~j~.cognize.~he . f.i7LSV ~' . the sole ~ 
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genuine r epresentative of the people of South Vietna.'"1. ;,s 2. I7".~"c;L.e:..~ 

of fact, its scher:le is to try to ,~_c::chieve at toe confere:-:ce tc:.ole 
• .fnat it has been unable to gain 0:-: the battlefield. The Vietn2~::es8 

people 1{ill never accept such insolent conditions. II 

liThe 'cease~fire' trick of the U.S. authorities is designed in 
US 1'~OVES fact -to compel the Vietna."::ese people in both -- zon-es to lay dO~-;-:1 their 

arms 1,"hile U.S. troops co:-:tinue to be reinforced, to occ'..:p;;/ ar.d cO;'u"'";1it 
aggression against Vietn2..l:l. lois is also an atter:lpt to play :or tirr.e 
t o consolidate the puppet administ~ation a:-:d al~~, to inc~ease forces 
for further expansion of the i-i2.r in Vietna;T. . But the Viet:1a.'7,ese 
people .... Ii 11 never slacken thei r fight so long as U. S. troops still 
occupy Vietnamese territory and so long as their sacred natiorlal 
r ights--independence, sovereie;nty, unity, and territorial integrity-
are not achieved and guaranteed. _Let the United St8.tes s:,op i ts 
aggressive Har against Vietn21:J. and "Hi thdraH fror:l South Vietr.2.i:J. 8.:-.d 
Peace _ -Hill be :_~mmediately resto!'ed ••• ,II 

FRONT 

UN 

GZ~EVA 

"Vmat 1.S more, they braze:11y arrogate to the;T,selves the right of 
bombing the DRV, an independent and sovereign country. They have 
seriously violated the 1991- Geneva agree:nents on Vietna.,,-, grossly 
trampled underfoot internatior:al laH, and co;rx1it ted r.:onstrous c:ciKes 
against the Vietna.-;:ese people. ,NOH they are saying that they v,.;il~ 
cease bombing the north' if there is so~e ' response' fro~ Hanoi. 1I 

liThe D~V GO'/ernJ."":lent sole:;1n1y declares that the U. S. authorities 
must stop their crirdnal "\-:ar acts against the D?.V. Jhey .. have no right. 
t o im"OOse any cO;-ldition on toe D~V Government. Besides, they must end 
t he vT~r of aggression in South Vietna."'";1 •••• " 

ti The NFLSV, the organi zel' and leader of the South Vietna;-;,e se 
peopl~i ~ fight against the U. S. aggressors, has gained 5,;r.:lpathy, 

- support, and recognition frOill ever broader sections of the "\·Jo:.:--lci· s 
peopl es. ret the U.S. GO'lerm.1ent refuses to recognize it as the sole 
genuine representative of the people of South Vietna~. It has declared 

--t hat i i - does not regard the -fro:1t as an indepe:-:centparty in negotia-: 
r ions.- ---This ---further exposes its talks about negotiations as a r.:ere 

"s1.;indle-:-- There-cannot be any negotiations on the South Vietna.'7: prob
.1eni- -~'ith6u"t--the-r:FLSV - ha\:ing its deci"sive---say. " ----------- --

liThe U. S. autho-::i ties are also feverishly trying by every IT,-2:ans 
to secure--a -11. .N:-interventio:1 in Vietnar:. They have ' req'lC.ested help 
f ron the United };atioY"!s :::e;r:bership at large in getting peace talks 
started. ' Jhis is a naneuver to 'lC.se the United ~ations to inpose on 
t he Vietn8:.iese peoplenegotiat:"or:s under U.S. ter.ns,1I 

" The DRV Goverr ... -;-;8:1t has on re?eated occasions declared 
internatio:1ally spea~2.ng j:.h_e _ co:-:sideration of t;"e U.S. Gove:.:--:--.:::ent' s 
war acts against the D~V and, the U.S. war of aggression in So~t~ -
"vietnar., falls '.;ithin t:'1e cO~::Detence of the narticinants in the 1954-

-... _---- ---._---_ .- - --- --- - ------_... - ---- ----. --- - - .. . ... .. 
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Geneva cO!Jfe:oence 0:1 I!Jdoc::ina) ar:d not of t'r.e united l'Iatio::.s. Any 
UN 'if.N. ' resolutio!J in furtherance of the above U.S. sche2e "Jill' b-e--nuil 

FODR 
POINTS 

GENEVA 

FRmrr 

-~nd-voi~_~~d v~1-1 _c9i?:.)~~~,~_~y d~?~_i~~~_i~ __ th~ ~ni ~,~~Li'J?:~io::. s, ••• II 

"They have strive::. to e!Jtice political circles in a ml:7:bei.~ 0: 
countries to respo::.d to their ~:..~oposals 2,::.d to cO:-:-.e out Hith de;7,2.::'cls 
for ' negotiatio!Js, , for 'a cessation of all hostile act~vities, ' and 
for 'concessions' frOl71 both s ic.es j but to eC:':'2.te the victin "ii.th the 
aggressor is to f all into the U,S. i~cerialists' traD and to neg2.te 

-all -'elew.'er:tariprinciples of ircecio:;", and--justice. Therefo:oe th e U. S. 
sche1i1e c an by no means deceive peace-and frecdo;7l-10ving people in the. 
world.'1 

tiThe lofty aims of the Vietnamese people 's just str",g[;le h ave 
been fully embodied in the four-point stand of the DRV Goverr..:::e:i.t.1I 

"This stand proceeds frow the fund a.,,;-:ental principles of t::e 1954 
Geneva agreew8nts, Hhich recognize the national rights of the Viet
n amese people--indepencie::.ce , soverei[:;nty, unity, and territorial -
'integrity~~and froN the essen:t,ialmilitc'cTY claUSeS of the said igree
ments. 1I 

liThe 1954 Geneva agree:nents are an i ntern0.tional l egal docl~,.ent 
,.;hicn' all ' parti'cipants r.:ust respect a:;d correctly imple:-ne::.t. At the 
1954-' Geneva conference the U. S. Govern~aent , thTough its de\eg2,te-,-'--
"recognized and pledged respect for the:n.. ' Yet througilOut the past 11 
-years -it' ha-s S'Jste;natically violated them ar.d has thus brought about 
a s erious situation in Vietncun , II .. -, ---.. ---- -

liThe four-point star.d of t he D?.V Governrr..ent also confo r:ns to the 
actual si tuatio::. prevail ing in South Vietn2l:1 and throughout Vietn a.';1 

. for more than 11 years now--the United states has engaged in aggression 
against Vietna.t~ and sabotaged p8ac8 in Indochina and soutneast Asia, 
and the Vi etnamese peopl e have been fighting against the aggressors in 
defense of their sacred national rights. 1I 

liTo settle the Vietna.,'ll p:,o~le;n it is esse:<tial to rewove the roots 
of the s erious situation i n Vietn~~--U.S. aggression. Any approach 
which puts the aggressor and t c.e victi:n on 'the S2...7.e footing or ,,;hic:, 
does not proceed from t~e real situation in Vietnam Hill fail to bring 
about a s ettlemer.t of {he Vietn2.:7l ' proble:-n." 

IIThis stand also proceeds fr om the legiti:n.ate aspira"c.io)',s of the 
Vietn'a;:r18'se -people in bo"c.h zones , as e:7tbodied in the p:'oi;rarc, of tr-.e 
Vietnam Fatherlar.d Fro::.t and that of t he XFLSV; n ar.1 ely , peace ) inde
~pe~d~l1~~-,:_13- ~i. ty ,and _de;.,ocl~acy ~_ " 
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liThe Vietnar.,ese p;:;ople and the Di\V GoverrM'":1Cnt e;.rllestly call on 
the governr.lents and peoples -of the ,·:o!'ld to resolutely str-..:ggle and 
der.:and that the U.S. Gove:--n:nent acce;>t the four-point st3.r!d of ~~e 
Di\V Governr:lent. .The U. S. Goverx,c:;t r.nlst P'J.t an ir._-::ediate e::d to 
the air ,·,ar against t:1e D:«( and. cO;7lpletely stop 8:1Croac:li:;g on tne 
-ktter-'-ss-ove-re"ignty 'and security. It r..ust i:;-~'":1ediately end tne ,{a:::
of agg:::-e ssion in South Vietna.'":1 and 'v'i ti;dra',T all U. s. troops and 
·~l8_Cl.??ns: .fro;Tj there •••• ,; 

';The four-point sta::d. of the D2V GoveY"D!nent is enjoying an ever
"ld.rr.1er--syr:1pathY -and -sUPPor't-- fr·or.1 -the ' peacc-loVlng gover:;,-,e:;ts and 
peoples allover the \·;orld. It is t!:e sole correct basis for a 
settleulent of the Vietnam proble;;;. Any solutions at varia,lce uith 
ii- 'are inappropriate and so are any solutio:JS Hhich seek U. 1'1. i nter
"Vention- 'in the Vi-etna:-;; situation, bec,mse such solutio:Js are funda
~enta~_~L-.<:.?.h.~T!:ry_~!:.o_ ~he ~~.54 -Ge~neva agr~e;7lents on Vi~tna_~~. Il 

liThe U,S. Govermnent must solemnly declare its acceptance 0: 
thi s four:"point -stand before- -2:- political ~ settle",ent of the VietnaIn 
'p~ob~e-m-ia:n--be --~s>!i~~c!.~!~~._-.-~-~ " - - --- -- -- -- -- -
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( On Scpte:llbcr 27 ;~anoi I s Vi..~A L'1Snglish , bro2.dc2.st 2. 
"Vietn2J"il Courier!' article en'i:.itled ":-io' .. : Should the :·~o st 

Correct Solution to the Vietr:a":1 Proble;-a be Understood?lI 
This <ll,ticle '.'i2.S ori;incJ.ly p'J.blished on July 9 in t:",e 
Vietnallesc-lans'J.2.ge ;-lC"ilS?2.PCI', Thong Ka'i:. ( Je\.L'1ification ) 
as P2.rt III of a four part series ca..lled 'I'Jith c~ny t;;,?e of 
H2.r the U. S. :inIperialists H~l surely fail and ;';e I·rill 
surely \'rin. 1I The July 9 edition 3tates that'" . 
lithe DRV Goverrr7'.c:1t is of the o"Ji..'1io:1 the.t thc" cibove-':'::lentio;ed 
st ~'1d ( fo~ points) is the b2.si~ for 2. correct politicel 
solution. The Septe::1oer 27 article st2.tes I:the rn.v Govern":'le:1t 
is of the vie':l that the star.d expo'Lmded above (four po L'1t s ) is 
the b2.sis for the soundest political settlei";'lent of the Vietna.";1 
proble,";1. The article has so:ne,:additions , Hhich 2.1'13 given 
b elo''';) 'I'lhich do not 2.ppe2.r in the originel July 9 article.) 

II •• • These dict2.tors succeed one C'~'1other at the bec;< 2.:1d cell of the St2.te 
Departnent and the CIA. 

IIAccording to many meric2.n congress:-J.en a.:ld nev.'sp2.pers , the Saigon Govern'
ment , \'Thich is sO;'i1ething cO::1pletely elien to the South Vietn2;n people, cam1.ot 
exist even for a "ieek ,·[ithout A.,,,eric~'1 dollars and troops, even in 1958 and 
1959 Hhen it '.'laS said to enjoy a certain stability. !,!hom does it cla:iIl1 to 
r eprese:1t , especially in such a deteriora'i:.L'1g situation as today? .. 

JlIf the defense of the North is the bouncen duty of our southern CC3"" 

'patriots ','-i n :1etUrn the-su~Q2'rt_,g£venfot:1e'-Sout'h-i~--th-e- ' ~;icred -duty' of our 
n;rth~rn peoole. Vietnam is one ) fh'e V'i8tnaDese' pe~DIe-2.reor:e.--U~ S-.---
"bperiaIism is inv2d:il1g our fatneriai.2.-.--3fach-Vfetn'2~":ies-e'-is-'d:U:tybo'Lmd to fight 
it and save the country . This is a natter of course and an inviolable right 
of all people suffering fro~ i:-J.peri.:.list aggression .•• 

IIFollowing the 22 Harch 1965 NFLSV state,";1ent, the Central CO~ilr;-tittee of 
the VietnarTI Fatherland Front issued a declaration on 27 Harch and an appeal on 
6 April 1965 , excerpts of i·[hich are as follo" 'i5 : i f the U.S" Goverrl.Jllent is 
ada::lar,t not to :iJIlple:TLent t he Geneva .Agree:r,e:"ts on Vietncm a.'1.d does not respect 
the independence, sovereig:J.ty, ar..d territori2~ integrity' of Vietn2JJ. and is rash 
enoubh to step up its aggressive Har in Xorth Vietna::l , it i·rill certair~y suffer 
a bitter f ailure at the h2.':'C:S of over 30 Ll.:Ll1ion· VietnC)J';1,es e people. 

US }.r'O''''~ ~~uch a.1.l'3a.t:0..:.~s "J,?C~~~-,_ dis.~u_~:=3JQ:1.!3-=::_D.2:1.t.J:..Qdh J2Y.'....t,~~..3,;J~!',i.alj.sts 
1 v w.." ' ''- ' • "- ~ul . n' US · . 1 ' " -, 1 ' rl 

.;.r~t;,~~~~~..:'~,_~·::c?T_QS " .l.i.e . . l.":'LperlaLls"GS Dave ope~LLy u..."LeaSrleu 'Ja:-
against the DR'!. .'l'hey have torn a· .. ray the 1954 Geneva Agr e0":1ents , outrig:1tly 
violated the indepencence a.'1d sovereignty of our people , seriuusly threatenec 

G2)'~VA the "Jeace of Indochina , Southeast Asia , c:.n.d the , .. iorld . The Oj1~y 'day out for 
!-h.e~~ S .~~peri~is.!-~ _i-,s __ tc!' , :?~~_a..71 _ e2d t~ __ ~J1e~ __ 5J~g!:e,~~J~ __ \.r~r-" -~<?= ':;it::dra'''i' 

_.;:..11 their trooDS ar..d ' .. ;e2._~o:1s a.s \';el1 as thos e of their sa'i:. e~~~~,- to respec~ 
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the independence) sover'8ignty) unity, and te~rito~ial inte3;ri ty of ou.~ 
~oun-t-r£-as- -st:iD~lo.ted· in tne 1954 -Geneva- ~:grce:T:ents·:. - :----·-- .- -~ -- - _.-;--

• _ _ • _____ •• ____ --- - -- - __ • _____ ___ __ - ••• • ____ _ _ • ________ - 0" •• __ __ ._. __ __ • _ _ __ 

If If l,·;e do not solve tne South Vietnz .... 01 p~o~lc~n on the o2.sis of 
these fundamental conditions put fo~th by "enG p.~ople of t:'e t,.;o zones 
of Vietnam and if ,·;e accept the U.S. ir.:~erialists ! t:r:co:-,di".:.ional dis
cussions offer , tnis ~'iO~lld '00 t anJ;,';;:-,OlJ:lt to co;-:rlr.3 to {-,hq ccmforenco 
t able t o recogni.ze their aggr<Jssio n. 2nd their per,na::le:1t p:-esence in 
South Vi etnam' and negotiate under the pressu~e of their bowos. ):L..?-_ 
£Q.1:1nt:ry_J_~_~~~._.i..!'!Q~!~~liEi_~ __ ~gg.r.~_?_~_i~l2. .a_'.'~_?:..~ ... compelled to sit at the 
.co:1f.er_ence_ta:Ole_'.{bil.e __ :i"..tL~3::te.!1.w_ .. p_~:r.s i.st_s_:i.,n--hls--ig'gre'ssic)ri--ur,til'- -it 
a.c_cept_s_J1_:Ls_t.~~Jlls ,_can. _th~t. __ c.9_®.t-.r.'LY~~~:1...t~~--ij,s--er,--e~~i~_t:':'-C·e_~~_~~~~~_ -
Dot . If 
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JOINT ASAHI-MAINICHI INTER VIEW ,\VITH 
PHAM YAN DONG IN' I-u\NOI IN OCTOBER 4 , 19 65 

(The Asahi interview published inJapanese in Tokyo 
on October 5 and The Mainichi intervievl published i n Japa n ese 
on October 5,plus written questions ans\vered b y Pham Van Dong 
for Mainichi published in Tokyo on October 9 are include d below. 
BO.th articles and the written questions spell out the DRY· s position 
that if the US wants negotiations it must declare clearly that it 
acccptf: tho four points. ) 

As ahi Foreign News Editor Weiryu Hata on)nterview With Yietnamese 
Premier Pham Yan Dong: 

Ilpremier Pham Van Dong of the DRY stat~d i n a very strong tone 
on 4 October that I The I?resent Vietna rn war can never be settled lL"1less ------p ... ---. __ .--- .......... ---... --- - ~-... ---... -..-.--.... -- ............. ~.,'¥' .. ~--- • ...-.--............ -.-... .,..- . • '""- ... ........... .. - -------

the United States accepts the four conditions ~sented by our side. And 
without that, there also can be no discussions. I • ____ ~_~ ......... .,..-~""~~ __ ~ .. '4.r-· ...... ~ ..... · ... _......· .. _:....l ... _.(:,":"1 

"During the interview, we ask,ed considerably frank questions, but 
on each oc:casion, the Premier sm.iled calmly, and as if to say that he had 
been waiting for that question. He explained carefully why North Vietnam 
is taking the position that it i s now taking. He also repeatedly asked us 
lito understand this point fully and make it known not only to Japanese peo?le 
but-also to American people. 11 The Premier is a quiet gentleman with a 
reddish face, aged 57. The gist of the que stions and answers exchanged 
between us was as follows: 

IIQuestion: The peaceful settlement of the Vietnam war is the most 
pressing question today. We have come to your country, seeking an opening 
to settlem.ent. What are your views toward negotiations? 

lIAnswer: Your question touches upon the m.ost important and basic 
question of the present time. However, as a friend, there is one thing 
which I wish to ask you first. Do you think that United States is really 
seeking an armistice and peace? 

(We replied that the United States can probably end the war itself 
if it tried, but that we think th2_t since the United States has commi;;ted 
itself in various places, it find Jit difficult to end the war unless it can save 
face, and in response to this, he replied): No, the United States is definitely 
not desiring peace. They h ave'no intention at all of ending the wa;=:--;;'s a 

/ matter 
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matter of fact, are they not expanding war in both the sout.~ and the north, _' ___ ~ ________ ,.". ____ ~ _.~_ . ,,~ . "~'_'_" . _ '. _._ •. _._ ...... _·· . r __ ~ · __ · .. ~ __ ... ..... .... . : __ . - _ ..... ... -

.:Y_r:i},e .. _~_~.~}S;i!:g::~.-1??~.~ . E~-~ce? They still believe in povler, and they tll,i_~-0hat 
if they further increase their forces and strengthen the bombings against 

-the-~o'rth,"-th-~y ,:,:..ill ._~!~o-~~Ze-';if~~t~.--Th~t-i~--v~~Y-i;~-li~h~~t- it-h~ppen;-
-t'~b~--th~--t;~ih:- That is why we do not trust their peace proposal. In the 

choice between ,a~.c::~p..t.i.E:~L0,~.J<?!?-!:s~~n_.p-J:.<2P'.C>,~~ .?-Jld ~S:Q~.tinuing the \var " 
-.;·;·-a:o-;·~ ·th~--;-~urse of continuing war without the slightest hesitation. --------'-. .-~ .. ---_ ... __ ........ ............ .. ... - . .... ,,'"- .. -.... -.... _---- --.~ .. ---~---.------

IlQuestion: The U. S. authorities concerned say, however: I We 
wish to settle the problem in accordance with the spirit of the G eneva 
Agreem.ent . The Unit ed States does not have any t erritorial ambitions 
toward Vietnam. It does not even wish to set up military bases there . 
Vietnalll should settle it's own internal problems without receiving inter-

• ference from outside . II If your contention is that their words contain no 
sincerity, why do you not respond to such discussions, or advocate 
negotiations horn your side? Frankly speaking, ~an you not take the 
initiative in order to elirninate tr:e possibility of th,e misunders tanding that 
it is the United Stat ,- s which is proposing unconditional discussions and it 
is the North Vietnames e sid~ which is insisting on continuing the ,\var? I 

"Answer: We propos ed four conditions for the s ettlem~nt o:(_t.~e_ 

pres~~~:::.':.~_.~ome_~~e _~g_<?.._T~~y_ .. ~~.Js-~~_iS?.!_..r_s:J?P.~E~_C!.~,~h-_~ ... g_eT.l.~ya .. A.g~~~
rnent of 1954 concerning the Vietnam q,uestion and soug,ht the cOr rect 
---_._._-_ • • • - •. ,,--',. _ . ....... . ... , ... _< ••• .• • ' ........ ' .• • .• • " - '" '.' ...... . - . .- ...... - - . .. . •• 

observance of the basi::5:.1..a1,l~.~~ ... 9L.tbJs_~gr_e.~me.nt. We proposed at the 
--" tf;;;"~ ' th~t-{{th~- 'United States were to i ssue a statement to the effect that 

. l-:ED
IATION 

it accepts the four conditions , we will agree to negotiate at ~ ti~~ 
However, the United States refuses to accept these conditions . They have 
no intention of ending the war. We rnust expose this fact tho roughly . There 
is no other way for us to expose this fact to the whole world and, shame thelll 
except by firmly fighting against their aggression and defeating thern corn
pletely. We are determined to do so. 

alQuestion: What is your evaluation of the activities of third parties, 
such as the call for the suspens ion of the bombings against the north and 
peace negotiations, advocated by Ghana and other n?naligned nations? 

"Answer: The United States is proposing peace talks, in which it 
does not believe, in order to escape criticism frorn these third narties of 

_~ .... _ ....... r. -.r'.;;J--,---~ •. "' '''' ' ''~-r-'''' .-t-~-....... . :,. . . -:- ... -. ... ....--_-.-__ . ..._ .... _ ,....._...-- ......... -. ___ .. _ ._. __ ... .....r::...: _____ 4 •••• _ -_ 

aood intention and world public opinion which is steadily mountina aaainst it. o _I __ ~ _________ ~_~_-.. .. __ .. ....-.-... ~ ......... -:---. ' ,~,. .. ' ... .- .- .,~- _ ...... _ .......... -' -"" .. , ... ~-....... --.-.:. .. -:--.-" r-r_ • • .• ,," .,' :. ___ • q . 9 . "_~ _ " '.~ . ....... . 
Through these various rnethods the United States is trying to test our attitude. 
Their peace calls are a threat· to us, sim.ilarly as their war expansion policy. 

Question: 
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IlQuestion: If that is so , there is the method of using the sa:-"le 
means against them, seizing this opportunity when the United States is 
talking about peace. 

JlAnswer: It is not J2,?~:.si.?L~._~()_ .. ~_~5~~ ___ !11~.~_.?,PP'?!.~~~_~)~_a.::f.10_T_ov.-.e 
f orward toward peace because the US side has no sincerity at all. It is 
pos-sibIe-t-~-'seG~--thIS-opp-o'rtG:;it~~~d -;;;p';~ -~'-t'h~-t-;':~-;;- -~'at~~-~-;f--the United 

State s. Of cour ~.5:~~_,:~~I..s:.~!:Q_~J:.h9 s ~_..P~.2p}_~_~:·Jl..9_..?:.!.~_:rYl:~t~~g _Y.5.txi..o_\.~~_ ~f.~<?_J?_t.~ I 
witE:. __ Ko~~_,in_t_~nti<:>}?:~_~_E_<=:~_<::=_~: __ ._.:v~e are pluming to prove to these people by 
actual deeds how lacking in good intentions the United States is. The way 
t o prove this lies solely i n driving the American aggressors to the wall 
and by pressing them to the last point, or in oL'-ler words , in continuing 

the war. 

tiThe Liberation Front in the South and we in the North rrlUst fight 
a nd w i n. Until then, . the United States will not wake up. The l eaders of the 
United States are fools. T herefore, we must fight more fiercely and win 

- greater victory. Of c ourse , we will have to be p~epared to sustain still 
greater hardships and sacrifices in tJ::le future, but we will never give u p. 

~-- --
tlQuestion: We understand fully your 

we w i sh to ask you once again whether there 
of Asia to act within this difficult situation . 

side I S d etermination. However, 
i s room fo r third-party nations 
At the same time, i n the sense 

of moving fonvard even by one step, what will you do if the United States 
were to agree to suspend bornbings against the North? 

IIAnswer: (With a big smile ) We and th e Liberation Front of the 
South will make the ultimate provisions fo I' the settlement of the Vi e tnarn 
auestion. Of course , tllird parties can fulfill certain roles, but the final 
~ ----

d ecide l' s ar ~_~c::r s el ve s_~E_c!J:~~ .. P,~,~J2..~_ of !~.:.~~~~ I' c:!~on ~~~t:_ 

liThe most important thing i s fo r the United States to reco gnize 
the strength of the Liberation Front. We highly evaluate the Liberation 
Front's military and political power. It i s a very great force, and it i s 
the only forc e which truly represents the people of ,South Vietnam. I ask 
you to study their policy platform very c arefully. Their policies are very 
correct and are exactlyyuited to the actua l s ituation i n the South. It i s~r. 
fooli sh of the United Sta te s not to recognize this L iberation Front which is 
the only i~~';-hi0n~th~--~biiityt-;~~'~t't-l~~ti;~'V{~t;-a~'pl:obrerD':'"}": must-be said 

that iliat i s why the Uruted States is repeating failures. 

Questi on: 
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IIQue st ion: C an negotiations be realized if the United States recog
nizes The People I s Liberation Front of the South? The United States if? 
saying that it may recognize it as a p a rty to negotiations. 

llAnswer: The best way is for the United States to negotiate first 

wi th the Lib era tion Front. The.. t .i s _.9 n.1 y_E<!:.t,':l~ c:~~_ . .<:.~.~s i.9.~.!..~I2g_0_,:,. t_ ~~e,,_ 

Unit.::~_~_~~,~~,~ J,~~_~~,~~~~Xi~gJ:.!~~.f?,_~~.~_,~i.!?(3r.at~o~ fr.,,?Dt: The United Sta tes 
is spreading the argun"lent that we of the North are the enemy, but that 
is only an excuse for expanding the war to the North. It has already been 
made clear that the question of the South cannot be settled through bOInbings 
against the North. The United States should negotiate with the Liberation 
Front of the South fi~ of al~H;'~;~-~~-it-~;Iii"b-;--;~t-";:f 'ili'e'-'q~e;ti'o;'''i:C~ 
it were to t-;-l~~-th'~--~'ttit~d';-~'f' negotiating with the Liberation Front as if 

it were conveying a favor. The prirn.:~2:X, and decisi::!_J?arty.i£!~1h.~_Uni.!~_9: 
States to deal with is the Liberation Front II -----.,--..-., .. - ...... - .. ,,-- ..................... ~ .. ... --........... -..... . -- .. -.. --..... "--.,~ ........ ... . 

Full Japanese ~ersion of MAINICHI Correspondelil Minoru Omori I s Report 
FroIn Hanoi on Interview With DRV PreInier PhaIn Van Dong: 

"MAD.\TICHI head office foreign news departInent editor OInori- - This 
reporter had an interview with North Vietnaniese PreInier PhaIn Van Dong 
for one hour and fifteen Ininutes froIn 3:00 p. In. on 4 October. The preInier, 
at this interview, clar ified a very firIn deterInination of resistance against 
the Unit ed States and Inade the foHowing points, saying that there is no rOOIn 
for negotiations: To uphold four conditions to the l ast , no intention of 
ne aotiatin a with the United States under the pres ent situation. 

b b 

liThe pren"lier Inade clear the following points: l) He has no inten-
tion at a]loT;egotT~tT~g-~--:ith-th~-·u~it-;~CStat~s-'1.~-ci~·;-the"'-Dr~·~· e-~t ··~'i't~~.-ti·o';;;-· 
_____ ~~ __ ... ___ 4' __ ..._. ••... '~ ' ... ~_ . • '" ____ .-. ___ '._ ....... ~. , . - . ...... . ~ . ...... _._ . ... . ~I .... ....... ", • • ~"_'. - ~~ ...... .. ~ • • • F .... '~ . . _..- ... .1. ....... _ . .. -;. _.-. .• • • . ~ •• ' ..... • 

2) If the United States wants negotiations, it Inust accept the four conditions 

and r e cogn:r~ e-th~J~f1~yj~=3T--t.b~~j.J~it~ qj·t~ti.~:~t;;;:r:0P9ri!. ~~y:y~~·p-;;d~~d~~--
. bOInbinrrs against the north at one tiIn.e but that was only a pr-etext for ------?--.--"" .... -.-" .-.-... ~ ... -.--. -~"." ... ~--- """"''',, ' "~-. , .. ,,-., .. ,,- . ",,"'" ".-"" .. ', .... . ,,-.", .... " .. ' '." " . .. . ~ -

s1;renathening escalation; 4) His side is using Inissiles, and in the future, ___ ....:0"'-. ___ . _ . __ . __ ' __ 

anti-air firepower, froIn Inissiles to rifles will be ?trengthened; 5) He 
" relies on aid froIn brother socialists cOli..1l.trie s ; 6) The Liberation ArIny 

side did not los e in the fighting .in Chu Lai; 7) Me~i~.!~o~_EY._~~2:..~.P_<?:':.~.~~ 
will have some effects but final settleInent Inust be Inade by the parties _____ - ----- ____ ...... _ ~ .... ~_ ..... ~_ ... _ ...... ~_ ,_.-..,.: ... -. .-,,- .. ~ _ _____ - ... ...... . _,_.~ .. -__ -__ ... _ ..... _ . _.,.._._...-L-__ -____ r ___ ... _ - .~ , '- ..... 

directly inv~l:,!~.d iE_~,~ .. .:Y.~.~; and 8) His side is strengthening clos e contacts 
with the South VietnaInese People I s Liberation Front. 

The intervie\v 
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liThe interview w ith L'-le premier took place in the reception room 
of the president's office; i t was a joint interview by this repo:::ter and 
the ASAf"rr ' s foreign news department editor Hata . The premier was 
wearing an old but clean '\'ihite shirt and well-creased yellow t rousers . 
H e has a broad forehead) and his eyes are m,ild. However, when he 
talks about the United States) his eyes glean~ with tile fierce flame of 
fighting spirit. He was deeply i mpressive) voicing throughout the 
inte rview his fierce determination that the present situation l eaves no 
room for negotiations. The contents of the interview with Premier Pbarn 
Van Dong were as f ollows: 

"Omori: Today, i n 1965) when the 20th c entury i s nearing its end, 
it i s not reasonalbe that war i s still going on. We can well lL"lderstand 
North Vietnam I s position, but i s there no room for negotiations between 
the north and the south? 

IIPremier Pham Van Dong: Your question i s a basic question, 
and I th ink it also has news value. I will tell you about the pos sibility of 
stopping the war . Mr. Omor i says that he understands our position, but 
the most i mportant thing i s wh ether the politicians of the United States 
have any intention of stopping the war. The United States r einforced 
its military strength in t...1-),e south by 100, 0 00 men in a v ery short period 
of time . Why did it do so? That is b ecause the United States has been 
repeating mistakes and failures in the south to date, and has fallen i nto 
a bog. The Unite d States will b e crushed in the south if it do es not send 
in huge reinforcements . That i s why it has brought in a large number of 
troops . 

"However, a very important point is that even if it brings in huge 
military strength, the situation in the south will not change . The United 
States and a llied satellite force's number 150. 000 men, and th e puppet 
t"roops number 600, 000 men. The y c er t a inly have great fir epower . but 
it will not change the victory i n the liberation army side . The United 
States is providing a very good t arget for the p eopie of the south. You 
know from your own experience of fighting the Americans that they have 
no spiritual Dower . Furthermore , the United States is w'aO'inO' a war 

.. 0 0 

which is against justic e . It is th e U,S, soldie:r:swho are at a loss i n a 
battlefield where the topo graphy and climate are lL"lsuited to them. 
Therefor e , L'-le Liberation Army will win w ithout fail. T he Lib eration 
Army will s e cure greate r victory t:'1an L'-lat in th e battle of Ban Tsuon 
(meaning the fighting in Chu Lai--MAlliICHI) i n the future . 

/"Omori: 
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IIOmori: The U. S. side says that it won in Chu L a i, but what i s the 

true situation? 

IIPremier : The United States claimed a false victory for propaganda 
purpo ses. It bl'ought in huge forces, and it has to make propaganda to 
encourage them and also public opinion within the United State s. In 
fact, the United States suffered a big failure in Chu Lai. The Lib eration 
Army completely destroyed four battalions consisting of I, 000 men. 
You will find out about this if you go to Saigon and ask American soldiers 
who actually took part in the battle of Chu L ai. Next, I wish to touch 
upon questions of politics. The United States sent its expeditionary 
forc es into South Vietnam, and has decided to carry out direct aggression by 
its elf . This proved to the South Vietnamese p e ople that the United States 
is a robb er . All strata of the people, even the puppet military forces, 
will come to stand up and fight against the U. S. :forces. The United 
States has already lost face. This, too, has brought good results for 
the Liberation Army side. The people do not yet know the huge size of 
the military forces the 'United States has brought into South Vietnam, 
and in South Vietnanl, a sacred war of resistance against the U.S. forces 
is continuing. 

IlMeanwhile, the United States i s even re sorting to atrocious methods. 
The p eople 's sense of resistance is being fanned by these atrocious 
methods. The U. S. forc es are like an island isolated in a sea of people's 
hatred, and if they were to t ake even one step out of the island, they will 
be destroyed. ",Vhat can the U. S. forc es , isolated on an island, do? This 
i s prove d by the history of the war of resistance against France. 

II Omo ri-: What the United States really wants is to stop the war. 
The problem lies in the fact that the United State s has made a promise 
to the South Vietnamese Govermnent and the world, and I think the key to 
settlement lies in how the United States can save face. 

"premier: All questions focus on that point . The United States 
has no intention of stopping the war; it is rather strengthening the wa;. 
It ha s ~ 5-;; i~E-h ug~"£c;;;c~~~-"{ ;;to'th~·r~ ';~tE"'~';dX;'~~'i~~;-p;;~p'~';i;g-~~ '(;ai'aiX;;~ 
to'Ward~o-r-fu . 

1l0 mor i: What do you thin ... ~ of the mediation efforts of t..'-J.e special 
envoy of Ghanaian Pr esident :i:\"'krur.'lah and the 17 neutral nations? 
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~~o.c:rn.ier~: _Unles s we see the United State s ~ . . rea.1 .. sin<: erity'._a~<l. 
~ij.9 :r.: t:>._ fQ!2~ J:tl.e...r:n e }1t.> __ YL~"£?-n~9_t_~ e eLl L\: eJ:.~ \.~~E~.g __ t~~ . ..!I!1_it ~ d _.s.t,?:~e_~ 
at the moment, the United States is testing us. While talking about 
---'--'---'--- - -----------------------,-----_ ...... _-- -_.------------ -. ------- -
.E.~_~.~~, __ i_t.j._s.~.b__re~ten~:'.l_g_ys. At the same time, it is laying plots 
against world public opinion, too. World opinion is fiercely against 
the United State s. -

"(In reply to Rata's question asking, liThe United Sta tes must talk 
about peace to the world; is it not possible to grasp and utilize this 
point ?) Premier: It is not yet pos sib~e to grasp that chance and move 
forward to peace. We will prove justice to the -world with actual deeds 
and drive the United States to the wall. We intend to fight through 
fiercely, in both North and South Vietnam, prepared for still greater 
difficultie s and furth er sacrifices. Therefore, we want you to under
stand our position. For that purpose, I will explain briefly th e important 
points of the present war situation in the north and the south. The U. S. 
forces carried out operations to build foothold bases, just as in the case 
of French General (Tuss ini- -phonetic ), but failed. Neither U. S. An1.bas
sador Lodge nor General Lansdale has been able to bring about big 
political results. Their way is no different from that of Ngo Dinh Diem. 
The United States definitely cannot win even if it increases its forces 

i n the south. 

1I0mori: However , there is order in rnatters , and as it is not 
pos sible to settle everythi.ng at once at one stroke , what \vi 11 you do if 
the United States we re to suspend bombing against the north for a long 

period of time. 

IIPremier: The Un~_~~_~.e~~_tes ' e~calation ~gai~~t the ~~..:~~_.h..~~ 
failed so far. Its greatest failure lies in its having be en tillable to bring 
~~~~_·~~~·th .!? th~~~.~_~.!e~c~ __ !~~~~ __ ~y __ 0r~-~~~-~}~g~if~-~p~~?PY~-:--W-;~id--------
o pinion, on the c ontrary, is starting to demand the suspens ion of U. S. 

bombings against the north. Ea!:~_~~E! __ .. ~_~_e __ .P.215_t_e9._ __ S.!3L.!_~? ___ p~_'?pagal"!_~izesl 
that it had suspended bombings agcdnst the north for some days. How':' 
ever, we wer~~~t-~hl~-;- r e-sp-;-nd~-_-·~-i-tE~-_-suj_p~~~{~;~~ii~i~~~~l_~~_ngs_ 
were aimed at eliciting 0\.:. 1' consent to demands which we cannot possibly 
accept-.-T"ile-temporarysus-pe;;-s"io-;' w-a-~ath-;;-;-pre te~t-~~ -f~;t:h~; -- ---

-;;-s--c-aiati~n . We c annot pos sibly accept such tempoloary suspension or 
such demands. Rather, we are pushing forward preparations to expose 

/furt..'le ~. 
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furthe r the United States I plots. "We will further stl'cngthen our anti
air power without fail. And, we "\vill prove L'-1e unprofitablenes s of the 
United States I escalation. 

\lOmori: Is N"orth Vietnam using missiles for the defense of Hanoi? 
Premier: Yes, we used them, exactly as you say. Omori: How m.any 
times have you used them? Premier: I do not remernber exactly how 
rnz..ny ti.rncs we u!Jcd thon"l., b\,t; our i1.i:l,' dO£6n:.;q wo,'<pOhb, fl'biY'l. rnii.:~JilQS 

to rifles, are effective, and we will strengthen all of them in the future. 
And, we will effectively increase darnag e to U. S. planes and pilots. 
The pilots are all excellent American fliers, . but if escalation is flirther 
pushed forward, the casualties among them will rise to several thousand. 

"Toward Hata 1 s three questions, that is} 1) the people of the nort....h.. 
all have rifles today, so does the strengthening of anti-air firepower 
mentioned by the government mean the inc reasing of missiles?; 2) 
Do you intend to attack the other side's take-of.{ (hasshin-kichi ) bases 
for planes, from the North?; and 3) Are you using plane s for defens e 
battles? The premier said that he could not reply to question 2, but 
said as follows in answer to questions 1 and 3: Prelnier: We will 
strengL"len all kinds of weapons, and in the future, we shall rely on 
brother socialist nations. We are also using planes. 

"0n~ori: Is the north in contact with the People I s Liberation Front 
in the south? Premier: Weare in full contact. Omori: In what way 
are you maintaining contact? Premier: That, I c annot say. However, 
what r wish to say is that the Liberation Front has great authority and 
prestige in the south. 

"I hope you will t e ll the United States this fact. The people now 
holding political power in the United States are fools. They .. c annot see 

this f ac t. VTe hav:..e b~ .. ~~_~!-l'i .. r::~_ ~l1a.t_!~~~. _s.o~~_~ r_epr.~s_ent~t~_~~ .g?:,:,:~:_r::r2ent in 
the south is the Lib eration Front side. The United States should know 
th~t-.--M;-:-O~-~-;·i;"~·i~"~ ' neg~tiati~~s; but as long as the United States 

does not reco gEi~e the Peonle I s Lib_er~!ion ~r-o_n.!......2.Lth~_~?~J:b-}_.fu;~.e_ 
cannot be any negotiations. The -Liberation Front side hC?lds the key, 
both polfi:Tcally ;;':;;d militarily. We highly esteem and r e~pect the People IS 

Liberation Front. 

IlOmori: If the Unit ed States "\vere to recognize L~e People t s Libera
tion Front as a paTty to negotiations, will it be pos sible to discus s t....h..e 
problems of the south? 

J"Premier: 
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npremier: That would be most desirable , but that is the proble.::n. 
Who is fighting ~~e __ l! Yl:i~e_~1St 2.te_?.ip~t4. e __ ~Q~lth3 ___ It..i s _the )ib~r_ation .. ?-r.my. 
--.---~- _ . ..... . .. --.-~ - -. ~ ". . . .. . . . . 

, US'" 1" ." D !,n~r~~'.~~.~ . ... ' __ .: ... ~.l_~~ .. ?::-' ... ~_"- ,~ a a.~1ll._~,!.~~ ._\':':..~E .. _ag~2.r:.s.~._ ,.~~~._.n?}-0. oes 
it think that it can negotiate with the north alone and settle the problem? 
A third party's contribution to settlement is limited. 

IIOmori: Be:fore coming here) I stopped in Djakarta and discussed 
with Indonesian President Su.\:arno about tne possibility of seeking a way 
to settlement by holding a sUlnmit conference of the lec.de rs of Asian 
nations :n'-ear Vietnam and about the pos sibility of adopting a declaration 
for settlement of the issue at an Afro-Asian conference. 'W hat do you 
think of these ideas? 

"Premier: The most important point in regard to the Vietnam 
question is that all matters nlUst be pushed forward in close liaison with 
our side and with the People I s Liberation Front in' the south . . It is 

possible for third par~~~~_.~o.~a~e c'?;?:tri1?~~.i.?-n~~~_.~~E!.9-.i_I?: . ~~.t_~T.lt , ___ b,!! 
the final settlers , 01' deciders) are ourselves and the Liberation Front ________ ~ ._ . ______ ________ .~_._. __ _ ______ .. ___ .~ ...... _ __ ~ ______ . _ . .. ______ _ , .. . ~_ ... - ________ ____ _ • __ . _ ___ _ ,." -."4' 

of the south. 

IIHata then asked: liThe United States says that it respects the 
Ge neva agreement and that it does not have territorial ambitions. It 
also says that t.h.e Vietna m question should be settled by the Vi etnamese 
p eopl e '.:hemselves. I s it not possible for you to take hold of these state
ments and propose negotiations on the.basis of your four conditions 
from your side? There are some people even in J apan who thinl,- that 
it is t he NOl'th Vietnarnese side which is rejecting negotiations. II To 
this, the premier replied as follows: Premier: In that regard) ~ 
have announced that if the United States issues a statement to the effect 
that it will recognize the four conditions, we will respond to talks. The 

'-umted-S-tates,-ho-weve~has -;;o·-;;-uch-inten'.:i~n. -W~-~-~-~~-~dy-t~-'-iight 

as long as neces sarY-. -'\Ve ha've faith i~the-Japanese people I s friendship. 
The United States is attacking Vietnam from bases in Japa nj we hope 
that the good sense of Japan will stand up and see to i t that the ground 
is laid for the maintenance of truly friendly relations in the iutur e when 
our country becomes united. 

Mainichi Questionna~re to Pha::n Van Dong: 

IlMinoru Omori, chiei £01' e i gn news editor of Mainichi, submitted 
a questionnaire regarding a peaceful solution to the Vietnam dispute to 

INo rth 
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.North Vi etnamese Prem.ie:r Pham Van Dong, i rrespective of the 4 October 
i nterview 'with him. MAnnCHI received a cable repiy from Ph2.m Van 
Dong on 8 October . Here iollow exce:rpts from Pham Van Dong's 
i mportant answers , omitting the same answ e rs n~ade by him i n t.h.e 
above i nterview . 

IIQuestion: What do you think about President Johnson's proposals 
fo r lIunconditional talks 11 and Ilpeace talks? /I 

IIAnswer: President Johnson beg':.::: to t a lk about _:pe~::::_~~.?SC?~~_~'.~_~<?:r:s 
h all a year ago . However , whenever he spoke about peace , he ordered 
reinfor~elne:nt oCth-e-tT:~;: forc es in:S~h-·Vietn.;T? a2id-'·I~·~~~i~.t_~_<i~.'.~~~~-- --------_._----
~_~gai.~~!. I'£<?E.~h .Y>_~~.~~!? . Johnson has been speaking about peace 
while carrying out the war. His lIunconditional talks " \vould be nothing 

but the Vi etyan:_~~~_p eople ' ~ a c <:..~p!~~c ~_~:L th ~_..Q! S • ..:.p. rop9 s e sLS:2.ndiJ:~.31Y . 
In a word, President Johnson I s hypocritical appeal for peace is designed 
to cover up war activities, to cheat. the world, and to dodge the protest of 
the -p eopl e of the Y/or ld, i n cluding the United Sta tes . 

"Question: What i s yo ur opinion of the neutral Afro-Asian nations I 
wish for a settlement of the Vi etnam war? 

IIAnswer: The Vietnamese people and the DR V Government heartily 
apprecia t e the f a ct that m any Afro-Asian p eoples and govermnents are 
worried about the Vietnam issue , that they bitterly d enounce the U. S. 
imper ia li s t aggression in our country, and that they support our patriotic 
fi ghting from the bottom. of t he ir hearts . We b elieve that the socialist 
countrie s and the p e ople of the world, including Asi a and Africa, will 
strengthen th eir sym.pathy with us and their support fo r us to completely 
s mash the U. S. i mperialist aggression. The only just way to settle t.he 

Vi etnam i ss ue i s ~_C:..s:5~E!.'~E_lir:.~~iJ:hJ0·.~J...~54 __ (;;Lep.?ya_"agrg.ementJ j;h.e 
four conditions proposed by the North Vi etnamese ~vernment and the 
stand explained in the NFLS'VI-;~1\1al'ch- st;t~~ent. ---.-------.---
_____ .... _ .... ___ -. ______ .:. ...... ___ • ___ ..... _ ... --:--• • ______ •• ~ ~' ... __ _ ~_._....., ........... .. ",,'-... 1 

"Question: Conc erning the so-ca lled four conditions which you 
submitted to the DR V /. Parliament l ast April, should we understand 
them as your ultim.2.te cc;nciitions ? Can we not consider them pr econ
ditions for talks? 

/ Answer : 
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IlAnswer: North Vietnam ' s ·four conditions are in comDlete ----------_. __ ........ 
accord with everyone of t he e s s ~::_~~~.P_~!i~i_c_a.-l~_~~9_ __ mgttE-.Ey_p.!_.o~i§.~ol).s 
in the G e-neva accords of 1954. The ~'c? ~E_c_o...:~~itions alone can !?~_~h~ __ . 

- ---.---------~ - --- . 

bas-is to brina a corre ct solution to the Vietnam issue. The U. S. Govern----- .. - ... ---.-.-~- . -------.-- . . --...... - - '-" . _ _ . __ ._--_ .... -.. - . __ . __ .. __ .- . . . 

ment must declare cl_<:.~rly_ th!":!._~ __ accep.!.~ __ !~.~_~_s)Ur~.9ndHio_n_s. ~o1itica.L 
solution can be considered after that. 

-... _--_ ... -_. __ .- - --.-- .-- ... . ~~.- -.. -. 

IIQuestion: What will be your country's reSDonse if the United 
States suspends its northern bombing for a due pedod? Also, do you 
think the U. S. forces will bomb Ha noi in the near future? 

llAnswer: The U.S. im.perialists are shamele ss ly I escalating l 

the war and bom.bing North VietmtrD.. · As the result, however , th e y are 
meeting an intensified offensive by the South Vietnam.ese people, as 
well as huge lo ss es inflicted by the North Vietna.mese peopl e . Not 
being the l east daunted, and intensifying their enmity against the U. S. 
aggressors, all the Vietnamese p e ople are strengthening the ir deter
mination to fight for national salvation. Availing myself of this 
occasion, I ask MAINICHI to convey to the Japanese people our deep 
gratitude for extending warm help to our patriotic anti- U. S. war. II 
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MAl VAN EO STATEMENT , 5 JANUARY 1967 

THE NEVI YORK THiES, FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 1967 

---~ -------). 

1N
" W YORK TDI;ES ~ Everything he said was in 

\..... G ! response to qllestlons--elght of 
.\ JAN UARY 1967 P-l \ ..J i them, Much of what he said W:lS 

HAl'lMor E\l~!\ln'{ II'gvrS c ~ ins~sten t repeti tion of his coun-
1 I 1 ~ V V f HI? !, ' try s charges against Washing-

.:) !' , t on and of his countrymen's de-

E
} ID T' 0 J) 0 11 ~ DIu (1 S ..J t, ' termination' and ability to v,in 

1 j\J I) j":l J)' i"l U , ~ f ij Ule war. His hint of flC'xibllity 
" "I \ " ", on peace talks, if It was that, 

COUI D SPUD T ~\LT!S' ~. t· ~:~a\::']~~l r;~~;~o:~~;;.mbatl\·o 
J 1\ [! .l\~ ri-. t, French Reds Helll' TnJj,s 

1Iy HICHARD E. :'IfOO='iEY I: By coincidence or design 
Sp~CI&1 to The :-;cw York TimC>'. E 

PARIS, .Jan , 5--North Vie,t- i' the~'e were a l~o speeches here \; 
nam's chief diplomatic repre- C/j I' toddy by a North Vietnamese 
sentative in \Vestcrn Europe:{ I. Communist leader and a leader 
said t oday that If t he United -, f' of the National Libera tion front. 
States stopped bombing hl.:!~. [, I :he polltlc;1.1 arm of Ule Viet-
country, "definitively and u n.' " C~TlF Both were made at tho 

, '" . () ", IF rcnch COllllllunisL Party con-
conditi onally, the HanOI G~v- _ ~' I;TC. in slI1.>urban 1.e\';]11ois, 
ernment would "examine and 't I }: NcilhC'r hin ted :It (!(':\iiJi!it~' , 
study" American proposals for -r- F Nf;uyen Van Tran, ~ccrrt:lry 
negotiations to end the war. :: of th e Nnrth Vi "ln 'llllt"l' \\'or!(· 

He denoun~d several recent 
,peace Initiatives, Including the 
efforts of the United Nations' 
s ecretary ('reneral, U Thant, and 
0 ' inted that his Government 
w(,_,,1 be more responsive it the 
bombing stopped. His remarks 
were interpreted here as pos
sibly, but not certainly, a favor
able signal to Washington. 

However, he did not meet 
Washington's requirement that 
Hruroi give assurances of , scal
ing down its own effort if tho 
bombing s topped. 

U. S. Aggrc8810n Charged 
Rather, he said tha t t he 

United states "could not hope 
for reciprocal action of any, 
sort," n oting tha t "Ule Ameri. 
can aggression" was still un
declared war and tha t Hanoi 
had insisted on an 'unconditional 
cessation of t he bombing from 
the very start. 

The remarks came in Il. 

luncheon t alk t o French and 
foreign correspondents here by 
Mai Van Bo, wjto Is, in a sense, 
Hanoi 's ambassador here al
though offlciallv he heads a 
diplomatic offic~ t.hat is called 
a. "general delegation ," 1>fr. Bo 
I holds the personal rank of min
i ister plooipotentlary. 

ers party and :'I!ini~ter for " 
Hea\'yy lnduslr,I' in the H~noi ! 
GOI'errullcnt, said l hat United 

;States P(,,\(;(, initiatil'es were a: 
,farce. I 
~ Dang Quang ~[il1h, repr('~('nt 
ling t he Natillnal Liberation ; 
IFront, saie! that "the pO:<'ibi litv ! 

,

r,,',,'," .of winning l1lilit:u'iiy has be'
: COl11C a Ji l'ing r ea li ty for us," 

At t he p rl'ss lUJl ('heon Mr 
130 maintained a sober an'd un:I' 

t, 'emotional ('xlll'e,,~i()n l hroll"'h
~ out. H e was derisiyc t o\',;~rd ' 
l,',:' recent peacc :1ppcals of Wash - : 
F' ing-ton's UniLed St:1tcs de le- ' 

gate, ArthU l' J, Goldberg, and r Ule B ri tl~h Foreign Secretary, 
t;' George 13rol\,!1. 

f:

',': H e called Mr. Goldberg 's ef
. fort "~h e same old song'." Mr, 

Brown 5 propo~8. 1 for im medi 
t ate talks, he said, "is the E n"
Il li sh version of t he Americ:n 
r, proposa l of u:H'ondi lioll:!. l nego
~' tiation, designed to placate 13eit. 
" ish public opin ion, which de-

~'; mands t hat its Government 
'" break away from the American 
if poli cy." 

, In the same r esponse he said 
of Mr. Thanl'~ efforts , t hat "the 
Governmen t of the DC'mocratic 
Republic of [ North ) Vi et.nam, 

" rejec ts' all intervention by t he; 
United Nations in the Vi etnam 
affair for the good reason t hat 

, this intervention would be eon
t trary to t he Geneva agreet ments" of 195,1 , which ended the 

!." French Indochina war. He made 
, no di stinction between the 

United Nations and ;'.fr, ThanL 

177 

"Every proposal aimed at pro-! Asked whether th ere were 
moting a settlement of the Viet- North Vielnamese t roops i:1 
namese problem must conform' South Vietnam , Mr. Bo did not ' 
t o the reality of the \'(<1.r," h e! respond directly. He said t hat 
sa id, "In other words, the diS-',' "the armed forces of the Na 
t inction mllst be made be- tional Libewtion Front [the 
t ween the American aggressor Vietcong) and t he prople of 
and the Vietnamese victim, and Scuth Vietnam aTe sufficient to 
the r esponsibility of the Ameri- hold in check the American ex· 
ean aggressor must be well de. peditionary force," and that the 
fi ned:' re;)els could al,,!) "recall t o 

On a question abClut Premi~r, South Viet:1am t he men who 
Ph am Van Dong's interview in I have been regrouped in t he 
Hanoi yesterday v,rith Harrison north ," 
E, Salisbury, a:1 assistant man- In a preface t o his answer 
aging editor of The New York to one question, Mr, Bo said, 
Times, and particularly on t he "Fe,r t housands of years the 
status of Hanoi's four-point Vietnamese people have been 
peace program, Mr. Bo r efused one nation, one people, speak
to comment on the publi shed ing t he same la:lguage , 
article, but said t he following: , ",While, it has sometimes been 

"The United State3 must first ' diVided, It has been able to re· 
!r !'!cognize the Nationa.l Libera- e~tabli,sh Its national unity e<l:ch 

I
tlO~ It'ront of South Vietnam , tl~e It ha~, r ecovered Its m-
which is the only authe:ltic rep- ' dependence , , , 

' resentative of the South Viet- Of the bomblllgs, Mr, Bo s:lld 
, tha t they had failed to under· 

n~:nese people, t o negotiate mine morale, disorganize the 
wI.h them and settle all the economy or shake the Govern
questions of South Vietnam, ment. 
[Hanoi), for, its part, insists "In the light of their Inef
t hat th e UnIted States recog- fectlveness and the' unanimous 
ni ze th e four-point program as : , 
a basis for a settlement of the condemnatIOn of whIch they are 
Vietnamese problem, and t o the object," he said, "if the 
demo:1strate its goodwill by United States comes to ha lting 
stopping t he bombing of North the bombardment definitively 
Vi etnam definitively and with- and without conditions, this fact 

:out conditions." 
, In this, Mr. Bo seemed t o will be examined and sLudied 

by the [Hanoi) Government. 
repeat the Premier's declaration " If, after the definitive and 

,t hat the four points are a basis tIDeonditional cessation of the 
Ifor settlement rather than, a 
icondition for talks. bombardments, the Ameri can 
i Hanoi's four points are : Rec- Government proposes to enter 
ognition of the independence, into contact with the [Hanoi J 
sovereignty, unity and territo- Government, I believe that this 
ria l Integrity of Vietnam and proposa l will be examined and 
th e withdrawal of United States studied, t oo," 
fo rces f rom the area pe:1ding Mr. Bo wa!!; not as],ed about 
reunification of Vietnam ; r e- and did not volunteer t o com
speet for t he military provisions ment on the Chinese Soviet split 
of th.c 1954 Geneva agreement as it relates to the' war-a fa· 
barring foreign forces ; settle. 'vorite th eme at the French par-

Iment of South Vietnam's inter- ty's current congress. 
na l affairs by the South Viet· Arvid y, Pelshc, a member of 

I
'namese In accordan~ with t he the Politburo of the Soviet par
p rogram of the N?t!c:ta l Liber- ty, told the congress today that 

I
'utlon Front End pea~fUI reunl- China's r efusal to act j ointly 
fication of Vietnam by th e with other CommunIst coun

IprOIJlcs of North and South t ries in supporting Vi etnam 

I
Wlthout ,foI'rign Interf('rell('C, "carries water to the mill of the 
, QuestIOned about th e possibi!- American imperialists and en

,Ily of allowing oth er Wes tern courages: them to enlarge their 
'journalists to "I sl t North Viet- aggression." 
:nam :tow, Mr. Bo said that he M r , Pel shc rC'ported that more 
could not understand thei r en - tha n eo Communist parties had 
t~usiasm for such a r isky as- declarep that they favor a world 
slgnment, and ~xpressed regret Communis t conference, But Lui· 
tl lat cons iderations of salety g i Longo, th e Italian part} 
would not permit his Govern- chief, and the most importani 
m en t t o admit as many as It foreign Communist at the Co: 
would like to, gress, said that he prefercd "ex, 

changes of opinion" and "m II 
tilateral m~etlngs" rather thP.I 
a. world assembly. 
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Hano i VNA Intc:'lU\;iollOl Sc::v::'C(; in EnClis:! Ol,)O.GI·l:.!.' 28 Jan:.1,"~'Y 1967",··3 --.. ---.., 
(~l'e;..:t · ) Han0)., 28 Jt.lnL~2ry.~ .~HS',J icn DiJj Tr-inil, Dj{V fo?.'ei~n Lli~!]_stcr, h2S t;l'2nted ::.:.n 
in.terviCft! to ~ustral2-an j()u::·:~iJ.li.st; \ljj.fred Bll2'Chc(;t;. Questions tinct anSHers fo :~J.O\·I : 

Qlicstio~l: J'lr . J.iin i.ster , HInt in yom' viN; a:'e thc J;lOst siGrdficant rece'li:· develop
r.1C~ltS :in the Vol ct:12r: t:0r a!1d H(l2t: al'e the P!~ ·J0PCCt.S [or tne i .r.11.1ccllatc ':.-U(;U,rc? 

.An!3t/ci~: T:n.c ,U.S. :!..f.lpCri.2:i.:i.sts £l.re ~·j·2.3.i.:1C tne: !.lost b::trbarous t!2.Z' ~Jj'" 8Cg:"cssion 
Cl.c,J.inst ':)Ltr C :()'..:~l-; .. r;J; t.hl~ei..."'.tcrlinG uo:ce 8.z"!.d r:.or-·c ~ elli.ou3J.j~ pC~8.C i!'"l soat;nc2st Asic.! 
and the \1~~1<i. }L~ 1; they ha vc ~llS t:J.i.r!.cd [-!ea v y c:.c.:"'c.] t=:; in Sou til tind in r~'o l .. th 
Vi.ctn2!TL l'ne' PC;U!)J.c O!. ... SOllth Vi.c(.(!.::':.l.l fi.gh1,ir.'.g \l.:.til E;:lC2.t hC!10i. s m ~ havc foj.~.cd nIl 
their r,lili.tdl\/ pl=:t~l:j in sp:Lt;c of the cOr.!!:litr.tc:nt:s 0 1~ ever ]. r:li:LJ.i~~l U.S .. ) pup~ct.l 

<lnd s;:tteJ.I .ite t,'c; ops. 'The peo;JJ.c of i;or lh V::'ctr..Ct!.1 !1c'\vC! not ceC::1 arId 'Iin. neve~' be 
eO\'lcd bY' the D<11·i>:::rot.is bumbin.::; 'rai.ds :-:>[ thc U. S. :!.!:1pc~'icl.ists <~nd have ciealt t.r.cr,1 

A'I'; Viet:l:1!:ICSe peel L)1.:: a !'C !'e30:!.l:tc::L:i fic'n:ti.!l.0 a'0a~c?~S t· the U. S. 2.[;[;res SOl'S to de fer,d 
~ . thei.r S:.1c:'Cct nat.iOlLl:L rj.[:;hts ar/.d f~:!.f·~ll th~i}'> dlli.y to the peoples of t.i1c frj.c ncliy 

countrie s no\-} st:.lucr;lirt[:: fur' thei.l' ir~d~pcnde!!cc snu. !!lccdo!:1. . 'ihc four ...... po:L t1.t st:lnd 
of the Dr {~! Govc~n:.1C!l.T"; is a stand or"' i~ldc~)cncie ~l'~: c 2nd pC:J.CC) lnd it :i.s ti2e ezp~:cssion~ .. 
'0':" th.e fun.cl8.mcnt.:~:i. p:Cin(:}pJ.c3 2:ld tr .. c r.: :l in .p~"o'l:.!.sion~ of . tnc 195~ Qcncv~ · c:~g!~CC ! ::'_~'!-';s 

or. Viett!:l!~ . It is tt'e b<!s:i.s for tj-Le r.:ost CO!'l'e(!c !Joiitic:aJ. s oJ.uolon to the V-'.ct!1ar:l 
probJ.er.1) a basis . \:! ~:~ ('h fuJ.::.y r!ects the! jeep 2.s!.Ji. r·J.t.~o:lS of t:-:.c Vict!":2.;:lc:se pcop~.eJ 

aad fully confol'!.::~ to t ::1C sp~l rit 01' the fivc <· p.:;l,rlt; ~t:a·t, cr.1ent of the HFLSV , tj-iC only 

2:N:uine rc ;)rcsentclj;i.vc of the peop:i.e 0:..' South Vietn2':! . 

'.(;!(: 9C::)P}~CS of the \';0:--:1.0. i!~::!~.udin.s verJ la;~6c scCi:iO~!5 ot t::c popuJ.2ti.on of the 
United St~~tcs i.tself ... r:lO:"(' 2..!1d !,:~or~ stronGJ.y ~L.: ppOl; C Oi..~l" jus;~ stand and dC:.1a~1d C 11cr 

r:!OJ:'t! f 2.rr,l:Ly t!-:.8.t the U ~S , ir.l9r~ri.al.ists stop t!le :!. !-- ~'lJ. r of cGgres sion in. Vj,etnC1n and 
l c~ tl,e Vietnar.1ese people :;ettle their o;.:n aff~l:i.l·~ thense1vc: . • 

1')':c U.S. ir~peri<j. J.ists ta2.k o~~ peace r;ceotiatio!lS, lEtt they stLi. l sho\-l Great obdt:ra cy . 
:'~',:;~ic!ent Johnson r:cc~nt~.y stated tii.th i!:1.pudencc tl1.2t he Hj.:l_~' [,0 on i.nt:c~ls .Lf.YlnG 

s.nd (!X!j2.tldj.!'l0 the ,j.;~r of 2· .Sgrcssion in 8.rl 2..tt(;!: ~~Jt GO c1in6 tCr ~!1e souti: ~r:.d to pro::'o!'"!.,G tne 
par i:.i tiO?i of V"Lc ~r'~\r:l 0; BIll: ho\·ieve;r p~r.fidious t:!1.e ~~;.lne~v.cr~ . of the U . s. inpe r5.2:!. is ts 

. r.i.~J'. be " t~e \fi(:tr,. 2.:·.~ ~s ~ people, utll.t;cd 2.S on'~ !"!~2.n u!ld i"c2.!"'lns :-Le:i.the:"' ha.rdsh:i.ps r:.or 

s ac:rificcs.l D.re Cctc!.'r::inc·-j to car~y 011 tr"Lcir resistJ.nct: \·:a r to the e~d to S8.!. ... cGL!2:t'd 

t ile indepCllcierlc e 2:1tl freecioL1 of t:1C fa therlanc , anc. contribute to the .r:lainten::ll1ee 

.,o f pcace in soutr:c2st; As:!.a <!!'1d the Horld. 

'The Viet::O:::'lesc people ~lill I'/in. 'Ihe U. S, if.lperial.ist dGS:'cssors I-iill bc defeated. 

Q~11'!3tion ; In t he [<lce of cocv:'.er.t;). :,.r.;, cVider:.ce end. cyc',;itness repol'ts 'fron fo!'ei,;n 
\Olit?t~ssesJ ir..c :!' ~dil! "': }\!.lc:~icun jOllrn:.11 ~ :;"ts , \i2.shillGCU!'- continuc3 to cl2. ir.'. t!!at 
U.S. aircraft h~v(: 0''::C:1 st:'i.L:lllS only 2.t ~i:.:::.ta rj t:l!'.:;ct s and not at civili~n to.rt::ets 

'i n ' !iorth Vit:i:n2:'1 . l:na t arc your vj. ei';::; 0:1 this sllbje ·.:: t? 
. f 

~1\.:--.:';\-1cr' : T:le ,:,'f!V ::'s an indeF(:ndcnt 2.!~d sOt/CT'C:'L:1 COl:!~t:'y ar..d· the U"S .. :!.r1pcrialj.sts 
!;~Fi," ~'osolut~:'l.j'- r::; !'i;:;it;; to violot c this indcp'~nd(::lce and SOvcI'Cisnt~i . 
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L:.S:. hO~!"'.:)lil~ of an:: PO:J1t. ot j.\.:3 terl'it o::y, \:h..:;thc:- ,'~ !~ilit8.rJ or a civili~:.n 

r::!r!.:;etJ i s 2 blC\t2..:~t ~~:...'-t of .:.~gS.t'CSSiO:1 2..r~.c. ,~p. ul!intrdt':~~blc c:.:i.r.~c . It is 2.!1 

u:~(~cn~2b1.c !~2.0[' thC3.t ci.l{ilitJr~. to.rgcts j!!.' lio~.'t!! Vi(;t!"! 2. !.! have bCE.:!l ~tt~.1.c:·:cJ. 
'l;1!8 peoples o~ tl~c \!0:"J.d~ inGludins 12.1'[;(; sceti0ns of ti:c l\f.l~l'j.c~n p c: cp::.c , 8.!-e 

~ stl)CDgly Yl'ot,esti!!G 2.[;8.inst: the' U .. S .. i!:lpcrialists = 52.'12.[:;8 acts of ac;grC:3s:'V=--1. 

'l'he U.S. il.;[:d'ialists [.lust Sk)P defj.n::'l:i_vc)..y zmd unco!~ditionc'.lly the bo~!lJ.i.n:; 

raids ar,d 211 Ot:1C1' 2 . .::ts of liar'· az.ainst ute ;)ifV . 

Que~tiO:l: i'he United Sta~e:; has spc~:en. of ~h('! need for dialOG or cor.!.t<1ct D12tviCCfi. 

itself ar,d tt,e DitV . Iiould yOll corr.r;ler:.t ell thi.s S1.;ilter.l(:nt? 

A~!.s:.ier: l1h2 United St2.!:es !los Glade Sl..:ch St2.tc..!.i:3:1tS, but i.n itq ccecls it has 
si"!6~'i:l the. ~;.tL~ost obdur·ac~y c..n.et p~rfidy cl!'.d con.Gi!lLi.'2S the esca12.t ic?1 , steppir:g 
\lp ~~ ncl e:-,:pc:.!·:.dinG the 2.GGr-cssi.ve \.:2.:!... 7..1' it :.~e2. J.J.y. \:ants tal!·:s" it. r:nlst f'i~st ( 
h;)~.t U!'"r.-;o!1C!it:~~onally tho b C'(l 'J.!..:~l[;; r2..icis ~nci 2.:1. other 8.C~~. of H2.r 2.GClinst. th·:; 
Di-1V-. · It ~~. only artc.:." t!~e l..jJ2cor .. clitiol ~a ~. ccssc~tia!1 of U.S. bc:mbing and 2.11. oth(:;.~ 

a cts of 10;0\.::' a£;ainst t.h e Di'l.V t·i,at there 8oIJ.J.d b~ t2.1:(s be t\·:ecn. t:'e D~.V ciYcd ti: ,,, 

United Stac(::.;. -;::::::::::""J 

arc sv..r.~, ( , '/(, .'7 

1.o \l:Ln; p';o]l(~s 

str=cn.G~~ r api'J.' oVZl~ aD.cL SVPP(;lll; f.r."r ... !;'1 all rcacc } oV2.nz · anc. j\,:St ic8 u 

ar:!.d co~:·ernr.~ent.·:; jn the ~JD .~J..d. If 'the -U;-:ted St8.CCS refuses to 
I:i.ster, to rc 2.Son. , :Lt ,Ill:'.. LUJ'r.:-,c':" tmr::~ 3 !' : .lt5~}r ."", an obc'.v . .r<::.te 2.G[';::, es;:.::;~' . 'I'hi' 
V iet!1.8.m~sl~. p\.:oplc 2~r }e deter-r.1..L! .1.2d to rj[;/l·i~. ·0x:.t2..1 if·:;i-::...:.l v~.(;t. :)ry to c~efer~d ~lj ~ 

' . . ··h ' ~ .. -. ,t the ·50',;..h ; .. 'l1~~r' t h ,. P,y .-. ,.J ,; ·r·,., ." ; ,~ -; ~ a t ior o f' the f; i;.r'.-:>r.'1 anT' """" . no.r.~ J __ .L()~.rc. c. \..<. V) _. _ .... L..c.~ _8e ..... c..J. ..... ~ _ .1.. ._ . .... u_ ..... j . ... ...... c:. ~ __ ~ :l .. . _ . .. _ .c._ .. ..1. ... 

'\ :;;;-:' contl'i.'Jlire to the n·;.:'-:"~::::L';n.ce of IX~2.C':: 1!) thi s &r,:J. 2.T"!d in the \;cl'J. d . . 

. -- - ""'~ . _.- .... . - _. 
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MAl VAN BO STATEMEl\TT , 22 FEBRUARY 1967 

THE NEW YOR..T< TIMES, THURSDAY , FEBRUARY 23, 1967 

v --------, 

NEiv YORK Tn:r;s 
23 Februdry 1967 Pl 
Hanoi Offers Anew 
T 0 Join U.S. in Talks 

I 

If Bombing Is Ended ' 
.'~ ' 

B y HE:\,RY TANN ER 
Spec!AI to Tht l'.'cw York T!me~ 

PARIS. F'eb. 22- A spokes
man for HanoI reaffirmed to
day its ofipr to enter into 
ta lks with the United Stall's 
if Amcric:tn bomoing attacks 
against Norlh Vietna m were 
unconditio.lally and pernn
ncntly halt.ed. 

l\1ai Van Bo. the North 
Vie tnamese representa tive in 
Paris. indicated that his Gov
ernmenl's position on this 
poin t had not chan zed in 
spite of the r esumption of 
American b'ombing F eb, 14 
following a six-day suspr.n
sion, 

:Mr. Bo mad2 his statement 
In a conversation with r epor
t ers f rom The New York 
Times at the headquarters of 
the North Vietn:llhese mis
s ion near Montparnasse on 
t he Left Ba nk of Paris, 

Before il is s t atemen t, there 
had been widespread specu la
ti on for severa l days that the 
Nor th Vietnamese position I 
h ad hardened after Ule re
sumption of the bombings , 

and ' tlw f ailurc of til£' med'i;t
tion attf'mptpd in London by 
Prime' ;"f inis ter \ Vilson and the 
Soviet Premier, Alek sei N. 
Kos~·gin. 

The pl'incipal reason for this 
"prc ulation was a message 
from Presiden t Ho Chi 11inh to 
Pope Paul VI on Feb, 13 re
staUng Hanoi's four-p oin t de
mands . includin g withdrawal of 
Ameri can force s from Vietnam, 

As originally put forward In 
April 196') by Norlh Vietnam 's 
Prcmif'l', Pham Van Dong . these 
dema nds wcre described as the 
basIs for a praceful set tl ement. 
They ca lled for United sta tes 
withdrawal f rom South Vi r t
nam, a p rohibition against the 
stationing of any forpi gn troops 
in Vietnam, a settl emen t of 
South Vi etnam's intel11al affairs 
In accordance with t he political 
progr<lm of t he Na tional Libera
ti on Front. and it reun ification 

1
of Korth and South Vietnam 
without forei gn Intcrierpnr.e . 

lIo Chi :\111111 ('it r s Bomhl!]/(' 

Pres ident Ho Chi Minh , In his 
message to t hC'! Pope, phrased 
th e dema nds as follows: 

"The U ,S. imperialists must 
i pu t an end to t heir aggression 
! in Vietnam. end unr:ondltlonrtlly 
and definItively t he bombing 

I and all other acts of war <lgains t 
t he Democratic Republic of 
Vi~tnam, withdraw from South ' 
Vietnam all Am erican and satel
lit e t roops, r ('cognize th e Sllll til 

i Vietnam National LIberation 
I Front and let the Vietnamesc 
Pl!QJ?t~_t}1.'l}nse l v,es -,~<:!tt!!, their 

180 

O\\"ll rl (r:''li r:;.''---· -----
;'1[1' . Bo ~aid tod,IV th.'lt til " 

P resident's Il1 c"~ag~ h'ld re
fprr rd to the tcrllls of a ~plll('
ment ilna n"t tn the pro('p.,;s 
of gctting pe,lrr talks s t <l rtcd . 

,Thcrefore. he added . it did not 
: cons titute a chAnge in the 
· Vi f'l nal11es e p"., itinn. 

Mr. Bo rC'pcatcd (wcr and 
over th;l t the ha ll of Amrri can 
bombin g" had to be "pC'rlllrtncnt 
and uncc'nditl lln:l l." . 

He said the Korth Viplllal1lcse 
would not ta lk "under bombs" 
or "the threat of bombs ." H e 
said th a t all\' ,'c,:sa Uon nf bomb-

- ing that wa~ nnt dearly bbeled 
"perm ~lI1i'nt and uncond itiona l" 
would Ica\'e the " thre;tt or 
bombing" intact and thus would 
con~titute an u nal'ccptabl~ in
t erferrnl'r. with thi' negotiation. 

Asked how a di stin cti on could 
be m ade betwpcn a tf'mporary 
and a pcrmanrnt halt t o bomb
ing. he an ~\\'('red tha t the United 
States would have t o declare 
at the out~ct t hat the h'llt was 

I "permanent and un conditional." 
I I Trinh Tn l f'r\'ifow H eC'a ll f' c\ 

, 1Ifr, Bo said that Nguy('!1 Duy 

I 
Trinh. t hc North Vi etnam ese 
F'orpign 1Ifinis ter, made an im

I pOl·tan t gescul'e of goodwill to
I ward the United States in la te 
I J anuary W1Wll he t old \ 'Vilfred 
Burchett, an Aus tralia n cor

I l'rspondcn t, t hat. ta lks between 
· Washington and Hanoi would be 
possible If the bombing stopped. 

, The North Vietnamese rep
r('sc nLative said t hat t ha t had 
cons tituted a bas ic change in 
Hanoi's position, E ,ulicr, he said. 
his government's stand was th a t 
if t he United states stopped 
bombing unconditionally, t his 
new fact would be studied and 
that, if \Vashington then pro

lPosed to npgotiate. this proposa.l 
· also would be studied. 



-~-------
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1MI', Bo chargcd t hflt l hC' 
United States Government had 
r'Csponded in "bad faith" to thc 
North Victnamese "gesture of 
goodwill." 

He aserted th:tt neith~r Presi
dC'nt Johnson nnr Secretar\' of 
State Deiln Rusk had 'ever 
quoted Mr, Trinh's statcment 
full y or accurately. 

This , he add!'d, was proof of 
bild filith since Hanoi's real 
position was fully known and 
und!'rstood in Washington. 

He repeated several ti m!'s 
thilt thc H;.tnol Government had 
mad!' its "gesture" and th;].t 
it \\'as up to th e United Stiltr,~ 
now to make the next move, He 
said a "concession" of th e kind 
th ilt was m ade by 7Ilr. Trinh in 
the Burchett ' 'int!'rview re
mained "villid" only it H WilS 
followed up by the other side, 

Mr. Bo's remark~ indicated 
that th e Korth Victnamese 
would not be moved by Presi
dent Johnson's dem;lnd ior il re
ciproca l move on their pilrt t o 
acco;11pany any United States 
cessation of bombing, 

;l'lr, Bo, a "li ghtly built miln 
in hi;; late fortiC's or e;trly fif
ti es, was \\;earing a businrss 
suit when he recei\'ed his visi
tors in a sitting room thilt W;E 

simply but comfortably f ur
ni sh('d, 

DC'ep grern uphnlstcrcd 
chairs and a sofa were gl'Oupf'd 
around a low table. Deep-red 
azalea plants were standing on 
the table and on a high side
board, The only decoration on 
the wall was a portrait of Ho 
Chi Minh. 

MI'. Bo carrIes the r ank of 
a minister plenipotentiary and 
is Hanoi's chief representative 

l in Europe. 

His mbsion (1cl'upi('s 11. mocl-' 
,'"t th!'l'e-"tol',\' bril'k h(1use ;, [ 
::! nue Ie V!'rri('l'. O\'e1' t h,~ ('n
[1':on t'l' b the I'lllUlclll of Nllrth 
Vip[n:OIll , a gold stal' and a gold 
,'ogwile,'l Oil 'l !'I'd b;tl'ii;::r<lulld, 

Mr, Ro, uncierlining his I'C-

11l ,11'1{s in tUl'll with ('}lS), s111iks 
ano f'lllOlion-chnkcd sl'o'Wls, all
swcl'l'd qu('stions [1'('c l,\' and I'X' 
t~l11p(1I';{n"(1u"I~' in perfect 
F 1"'llI'h , 

H e J1l"d C' it ('I~;].l' lh ~t this 
\\'a s ,l "l'OJl\ 'I'l"S;\lion" rlnd llr)t 

:tn "i ntf'l'vi<:\\' ," Hc said th :l t 
,1(11', an intC'l'vicw ile would n:lvc 
llhl,:t('d on written questions 
:lnd wnulu ha\'p g~"f'n wl-itlcn 
;.tllsw('rs, He askC'd -that hi..; re
m:lrks be rC'port('d fairly and 
cOl'l'cetly, 

!III', Eo indi cated, but did not 
spcclficalJ,v say, that th e four 
point program of Hanoi was 
subjl'ct t o negotiation onc(' 
United States-North Vietnamese 
t alks had started, 

When asked whether the four 
pOints constituted absolute 
terms for a settlement or 
whether a compromise might be 
possible , he answered that he 
coul~ n ot say what would hap
pen 111 any tall;s since 110 talks 

, wne now taldn g place, 
Mr. B, calkc1 the four pOints 

"the most correct" solutio~', 
A,,,krd whethcr this could bc 
translated into English as "the 
b est" solution, he said "no," 

It is "the most correct" solu 
ti on , he declared, because it 
would assure t he North Viet
namese people t he full exercise 
(If their national rights, I'cil.1 in
dependence and lasting peace. 
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Strong Ba(:king for Front 
Mr. Bo was asked about the 1 _________ _ 

thi rd of the four points, which 
cal1s for t he setllement of the 
affa irs of South Vietnam ac
cording to the program of the 
National Liberati on Front. 

He said that the North Vi et
nam ese Government r egarded 
t he Nationill Lib(,l'ation Front 
as the only "iluthcntic repre
:,enti'.tive·' of the South Viet
namese pr'ople. 

He said the program of th e 
front WilS to give South Viet
nam independence, d('mocracy, 
peace and neutrality. He. added 
t ha t Hilnoi supported tIllS pro
gram and regarded a ll the prob 
irms of South Vietnilm as t he 
sole concern of the front. 

Thrrrfol'c . he stated, th cr~ 
could be pCilce .only if t he 
United Statrs srttled South 
Vi etnamese problems with t he 
front. 

Mr. Bn denouncl'd in strong 
emotional t erms t he continua 
ti on of United States bombing. 

He charged that t he United 
States government was commit
ting "crimes" in Vietnam .
"crimes which nre worse than 
those of Hiller." He said "mil
lions" of Vietnamese suffcrpd 

Mr. Bo. asser ted tha t the on
gin of the Wilr lay in the Ameri
can decis ion to support the 
"phantom government" of the 
late President of South Viet
n:<m, Ngo Dinh Diem , and to 
bring In an expeditionary force 
of rn on' than 400.000 men t n 
wage what he described as Ii 
colonia l war. 

He said the American people 
had to . be told about the "",;ar 
crimes" committed by their 
Government. 

Mr. Bo's voice choked when 
,he said : 

"One must demand that t ile 
American Government stop t he 
war against an entire people 
wl10se only crime is to refuse 

to acc.ept American law. 
"That·s what the war is about 

--Vietnamese independence. All 
t he rest is propaganda. lies 
turned out by a propaganda ma
chine. " 

Mr. Bo made a distinction be
t ween the American people and 
leaders of the American Gov
ernment. Hf! said th e people 
"like all peoples," wanted peace 
and that the North Vietnamese 
knew this. 

He said the ~pirit of Ameri
can officials was illustrated re
cently by a statement by Gen. 
Curtis LeMay formel' Air 
Force chief of sta ff. 

Mr. Bo ch ilrged tha t the gen 
crill had advQcatr.d saturatinr 
bombing of the North and had 
dcclared that. even if '.wn bricks 
rcmained untouched it was too 
much. 

.The North Vietnamese l'C'p
resentative said this wa .~ the 
langua:;e of "the cannibals of 
the 20th centu!'\'." He adclc-cl 
tha t · he could not believe t hilt 
the generill. though retired, did I 

not reflect the state of mind of 
offi cial Washington . 

CriticI sm by Le:'l{ay Re(,ll.llerl 

General LeMay has f requently 
e;llled foJ' stepped-up bombing 
of North Vietnam. I 

In iln article for U.S. News 
and World Report las t October. 
h e denounced t'le United Statl's 
strategy in Vietnam ilS the 
"ultim:l.te in military blindness" 
and said: 

"The only way to win a war ' 
is to escalate it one way 01' I 
ltl10ther above what t he enemy 
can take." 

Last month he said In an In
t erv iew with The Associated 
Press : 

"It is not our aim to Invade 
North Vietnam or destroy 
North Vi etnam. What we wanl. 
to do Is stop them from carry-I' 
Ing out their aggression." 
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NOR T H VIETNAM 

1 September 1967 

HANOI MEETINGS HELD TO MPLRK NATIONAL DAY 

Pham Van Dong Speech 

Hanoi VNA Inteynat i onal Service in English 1506 GMT 31 Aug 67 B 

LTex!7 Hanoi --The 22d anniversary of the founding of the DRV has just been 
celebrated at a grand meeting i n Hanoi. 

President Ho Chi Minh 1<TaS present on the Presidium. 

Among those on the Presidhun vere Vice President Ton Duc Thang; Le Duan, fir st 
secretary of the VWP Central Committee ; Truong Chinh, member of the Political 
Bureau of the VHP Central. Committee and chairman of the Nat i onal Assembly Standing 
Committee ; Premier Pham Van Dong , member of the political bureau ; and Vice 
Premier General Vo Nguyen Giap, member of the Political Bureau and commander in 
chief of the Vietnam People's Army. 

Nguyen Van Tien, head of the permanent NFLSV representation in t he DRV vas 
present . Members of the diplomatic corps in Hanoi and forei gn guests nov visiting 
Vietnam also attended the celebration. 

After the opening speech by Chairman Truong Chinh, Premier Pham Van Dong 
deli vered an important speech in \·rhich he revie"Ted the situation in Vietnam 
expounded the just stand of t he Vietn~lese people , and reiterated their 
determination to march fonrard still more vigorously in order to "rin final victory 
over the U.S. aggressors . 

Premier Pham Van Dong recalled the brilliant victories von by t he armed forces 
and people in both the north and the south in their fight against U.S. 
aggression and f or national salvation, as vell as in economy, culture, and 
other fields. He stressed that all this had driven the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors into a serious i mpasse and i solation in the United States and 
in the vorl d . He particularly pointed to the grovTing indignat ion among the 
American people o'f all strata over the U.S . ruling circle ' s policy in Vietnam 
and expressed the Vietnamese people ' s firm support for the just struggle of 
black people i n the United states f or freedom and equality. 

Premier Pham Van Dong vehemently denounced the U.S. imperialists, 1<Tho , although 
suffering heavy defeats, are still obdurately intensifying their var of 
aggress ion in South Vietnam, escalating their var of destruction against North 
Vietnam, and, at the same time, staging an election farce in South Vietnam in 
t he hope of dolling up their puppets and making fall ac i ous allegations about 
peace negotiations in an attempt to mislead \'Torld public opinion. 

Recalling the stand of the Vietnmnese people regarding a political settlement 
of the Vietnam problem and the question of negotiations, Premier Pham Van Dong 
said : 

On these questions, the stand, vie"\-7point and attitude of the Vietnamese people, 
the DRV govermnent , and the NJi'LSV are very clear and correct . On our 
govermnent ' s four-point stand: This stand is the basis for a correct political 
solution to the Vietnam people. 
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NORTH VIETNAM 

In the very days Hhen the United states expanded the ·"rar fl'om the south to the 
north, braze nly carrying out air attacks against the DRV, our government proclaimed 
its four -point stand and the NFLSV issued its five-point statement. That is the 
standpoint of our people ' s inalienable national rights , and an expression of the 
main military and political provisions of the Geneva agreements. That is our 
people ' s fighting stand against the U.S 0 \var of aggression. 

Along Hith our military and political victories and,at the same tempo, the 
strength and justness of this stand have become ever clearer , and have Hon ever 
more r esolute and vigorous approval and support from the vTorld ' s peoples, Horld 
opinion, and progressive American opinion . 

On its side, the UoS. Government has so far completely failed to propose any 
solution to the Vietnarn problemo All it has been doing is quibbling and resorting 
to hypocritical talk, putting forHard nOH l~, nO"lv 7 points, \"lith the sole purpose 
of carnouflaging its aggressive de s i gn to cling to South Vietnarn at all costs and 
to prolong the partition of our country . 

On the 28 January 1967 statement of our Ministry of Foreign Affairs: vIe knO"lv 
qui te Hell that the United States does not ,,,rant to negotiate a settlement of 
the Vietnam problem, because imperialism ~s aggressive and \varlike by nature. 
All it Hants is vTar and it is stepping up its aggressive \var. To make it 
possi ble for everybody and for \wrld opinion to see clearer through the U.S 0 

peac·e negotiation hoax, and, at the same time, to shoH our good Hill, our foreign 
minister issued his statement of 8 January 1967. 

"( 

The U.S. Government has brazenly unleashed a criminal vTar against the DRV, an 
independent and sovereign state, a socialist state. It must therefore definitively 
and unconditionally stop its bombing and all other acts of Hal' against the DRV, 
and respect its independence, sovereignty, and t erritory. That is a legitimate 
demand of the Vietnarnese people, and also an elementary requirement of international 
l aH. If the American side really vrants to talk it must first of all stop 
unconditionally the bombing and all other acts of \"lar against the DRV. 

The United States has no right to demand any reciprocity Hhatsoever. Yet it 
i s asking for mutual deescalation, and to back this piratical claim, each time 
i t clarnors about peace negotiations, it steps up its aggress ive vTar in the south 
and its escalation against the north. By so doing, the UoSo ruling circles 
hope, through bombing , and under their conditions, to force us to the conference 
t able • With regard to the ,.mrld ' s peoples, including the American people, they 
hope to confuse ,.,hi te and black , and blur the line betvleen the aggressor and the 
victim of aggression . 

Our people deeply l ove peace, but this must be real peace closely linked to 
i ndependence and freedom, not the kind of American peace under the iron heels of 
the aggressors. So long as the United States pursues its aggression, vTe Hill 
continue to fight. As the NFLSV has said in its statement, our southern cOlnpatriots 
wi l l resolutely fight on until not a single American aggressor is left on their beloved 
soilo Our people I'Till never submit to force and '·Till never t alk under the threat 
of bomb s . 
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NORTH VIETl'T.Al.f 

Our people are making every effort to step up the military and political fi ght on the 
battlefield, and, at the same time, the struggle on the international front. They 
have unceasingly developed their initiative and offensive position and exposed the true 
features of the perfidious U.S. aggressors. 

The U.S. goverlllilent has provoked the war of aggression in Vietnmn. It must cease its 
aggression ; that is the only vray to peace in Vietnam. The U.S. Government must 
definitively and conditionally stop the bombing and all other acts of war against the 
DRV, l'li thdraH all U.S . .. and satellite troops from South Vietnam, recognize the J:lTFLSV, 
and let the Vietnamese people settle their own affairs. There is no other yray ! 

Premier Pharo Van Dong pointed out : Our people ' s great resistance war against the U.S. 
aggression and for national salvation is a concentrated expression standing on the 
frontline of the revolutionary struggle of the '\wrking people and the oppressed 
nations in the world against the U.S. imperialists and for peace, national independence 
democracy, and social progress . Our victories are also victories of the revolutionary 
forces in the world . Other peoples fully understand this fact, ,'rhich is why the 
support movement for our people is gaining in strength, scope and depth. As a matter 
of fact, a vTOrld people's front in support of Vietnam against the U oS. imperialist 
aggressors has gradually taken shape. The more our patriotic yTar drives the 
United States into the impasse and record~ great victories, the mightier, the deeper, 
and the broader the world p~_ople ' s movemeht in support of us grovIs, taking on 
diver se forms. 

On the 22d celebration of National day, our people extend cordial greetings and heart
f elt thanks to the fraternal socialist countries ''lhich are granting to them vIhole
hearted support and assistance in all fields--moral and material, political, military, 
and economic:. We warmly hail the fraternal Soviet people vTho are recording great 
achievements in building the material and technical basis of communism. This year, 
we vTarmly celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Great October Revolution which ushered 
in a new era in the history of mankind, strongly inspired the vTOrking class and the 
oppressed nations, and showed them the ymy to make revolution, to vTipe out, step by 
step, i mperialism and the other reactionary forces, and to ,'lin victory for socialism 
on a world-wide scale. We are uns\'lervingly folloving the path of the October 
Revolution, the p0th of the Great Lenin, as ve have been doing since the founding 
of our party. We are doing our utmost to bring into play the revolutionary ardor 
of the masses and to overcome all difficulties, determined to vTin victories in our 
revolutionary cause and , in the immediate future, to win victory in the struggle 
against U.S. aggres sion and for national salvation and, at the same time, make our 
worthy contribution to the revolutionary cause of the world ' s peoples. 

We "JarJl1~y hail the fraternal Chinese people I'Tho are successfully building socialism. 
In our present struggle against U.S. aggression and for national salvation, the great 
Chinese People ' s Republic is our great rear and the Chinese people are brothers, as 
close to us as the lips and the teeth. The resist the United States and aid Vietnmn 
movement of the several hundred million- strong Chinese people, a broad, deep, pmTerful 
and diversified movement, is a brilliant manifestation of the militant solidarity 
betvleen the tvTO peoples. 
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China's successful test of its hydrogen bomb and nuclear vrarhead missiles is a 
positive contribution to strengthening the socialist countries, vigorously stimulates 
the peoples vrho are struggling for national independence, and is a great encourage 
ment to our people ' s struggle against U.S. aggression and for national salvation . 

True to Marxism-Leninism, our party and people have ahrays been strengthening 
solidarity vri th the fraternal socialist countries and the international conununist 
and workers movement on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism. 

On the 22d celebration of National Day, our people extend cordia] greetings and 
sincere thanks to the fraternal Khmer and Laotian. peoples who have all·rays been standing 
on our side in a spirit of mutual approval and support in the struggle against the 
common enemy , U.S o imperialism, to defend national rights . We deeply rejoice at the 
happy development of the militant solidarity between our people and the Khmer people 
as shown by the establishment of diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level betlveen 
the two countries and by our country· ' s statement to recogni ze and respect the 
pre sent frontiers of the Kingdom of Cambodia. Oux people resolutely .and unreservedly 
support the people of Arab· countries who continue to carry aloft the banner of 
struggle against the U.S. imperialists and the Israeli reactionary forces, i n 
defense of t heir national independence and territorial integrity . 

On the 22d celebration of National Day, our people extend cordial greetings and 
sincere thanks to the international "rorking class, the ASian, African and Latin 
American peoples , and the peace-loving peoples throughout the vlOrld, including the 
American people, who are actively supporting our resistance against U.S. aggression 
and for national salvation . 

We are very glad t o note that the movement of support for our people is being mOTe and 
more closely combined with the struggle of the working people and oppressed nations 

in the "\vorld for independence , freedom and their vi tal interests and against the 
U.S. imperialists ' policy of intervention and aggression i n various countries. We 
highly appreciate the success of the first session of the Bertrand Russell 
International Tribunal to judge the U.S. imperialist aggressors and expose their 
odious crim~s in the south and in the north of our country : crimes of agg~ession, 
crimes of IVar, and crimes against mankind . The Bertrand Ru.ssell International 
Tribunal clearly shows that the broad sections of vlOrld opinion and the conscience 
of progressive mankind are on our side. 

Pharo Van Dong said : More than ever our compatriot s and fighters allover the country 
nurture deep hatred f or the landgrabbers , resolutely turn their hatred into strength 
and determination t o fi ght and to ,vin, give play to their ini tiati ve and offensive 
position on all fronts--military, political , and international- -and strike even harder 
and more accurately at the U.S o aggressors . On the occasion of the current National 
Day, all our people fu.rt her arm themselves with the ~ock-like "\vill of President Ho as 
expressed in his 17 July 1966 appeal : We are determined to fight until total victory, 
to perseveringly fight a protracted vrar, feari ng no difficulties, hardships and 
sacrifices . Nothing is more precious than independence and freedom! Once victory 
i s Han, our people Ivill rebuild our country and provide it Hi th bigger and more 
beautiful constructions~ 
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This splendid victory day is awaiting us. Compatriots and fighters, march fOrl'Tard 
wi th the mettle of victors, l-lith the determina~ion to defend the north, liberate 
the south, proceed toward the peace fill reunification of the fatherland, build a 
peaceful, unified , independent, democratic, prosperous and pm-lerful VietnaJn, thus 
contibuting to the defense of l)eace in southeast Asia and in the world . The U oS . 
imperialist aggressors will surely be defeated! Our people will be victorious ! 

, 
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NFLSV PRCGRAt'1 ENUNCIATli\G HAJOR All1S, 
MADE PUoLIC IN FEBRUARY, 1961 

(The ten-point program of the NFLSV \;1aS radioteletyped 
by VNA in Englislj to Europe and Asia on February 11, 1961. 
VNA staieawat"the program of the "neHly founded" NFLSV 
had "recently" been released by LNA (Liberation News Agency), 
the official organ of the NFLSV. Listing of the ten points 
is prefaced tJ,J mention of the struggle of the South Vietna.'nese 
people against Japanese and French domination, and the crimes 
perpetrated by the cruel and dictatorial United States-Diem. 
rule.) 

" ••• The NFLSV undertakes to unite people of all walks of life, 
all social classes, nationalities, political parties, organizations, 
religious comllluni ties, and patriotic personages in South Vietnam~ 
without distinction of their political tendencies, in order to 
struggle and oVerthroH the rule of the U.S. imper~alists and their 
henchmen, the ' ~go Dinh Diem clique, and realize independence, den 
Dlocracy, life improvement, peace, and neutrality in South Vietnam~ 
and advance to"\'lard peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

tiThe prograrn of the NFISV includes the follo'tTing 10 points: 

"l--To overthrow the disguised colonial regime of the U.S. 
imperialists and the dictatorial Ngo Dinh Diem administration, 
lackey of the United states, and to fona a national democratic 

- ----. -- -- -
coalition administration. 

tiThe present regime in South Vietn am is a disguised colonial 
regime of the U.S. imperialists. The South Vietn~nese administration 
is a lackey which has been carrying out the U.S. imperialists political 
lines . This regime and aci.lllinistration must be overthro"m, and a broad 
national democratic coalition administration formed to include repre ... 
sentatives of all strata 9f the people, nationalities, political 
parties s religious cOrTJflunities, and patriotic personages; to "Trest 
back the people's economic, political, social, and cultural interests; 
to realize independence and democracy; to improve the people's liv~ng 
conditions; and to carry out a policy of peace and neutrality and 
advance toward peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

"2-~To bring into being a broad and progressive democracy. 

"To abolish the current constitution of the Ngo Dinh Diem 
dict2.torial adIninistration, lackey of the United States, and 
to elect a _!le~~~~ional Assembly thl'ough univers~.~~_uf£!~JSe. 
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liTo promulgate all democratic freedoms: freedom of 
expression, of the press, of assembly, of association of 
rnovement ••• (ellipsis as received); to guarantee freedom 
of belief with no discrimination to~~rd any religion on 
the part of the state; and to grant freedom of action to 
the patriotic political parties and mass organizations, 
irrespective of political tendencies. 

liTo grant general amnesty to all political detainees, 
dissolve all concentration camps under any form whatsoever, 
abolish the fascist lavr 10- 59 and other antidemocratic laYis; 
and to grant the right of repatriation to all those ¥mo had 
to flee abroad due to the U.S.-Diem regime •••• 

tlTo abolish the economic monopoly of the United Sta.tes 
and its 'henchmen; to build an independent and sovereign 
economy and finance, beneficial to the nation and people; 
and to confiscate and nationalize the property of the 
~ oS,-_~~~~~~a.~~·~t-s~and- trie'~Tuling clique, their stooges ••• 0 

--"--'-
"To help northern compatriots who had been forced or 

enticed by the reactionaries to go south after the restoration 
of peace to return to their native places if they so desire~ •• 

"5-.. To build a national and democratic education and culture •••• ' 

frTo build a national army defending the fatherland and 
the people; and to cancel the system of U.S. military advisers ••• 

------- ------- --_._--- ,- ._ - --- - --- _._ -.-- ._-- - - --+- - . . - - - -
-

"To abOlish all the military bases of foreign countries 
in south --Vietrlarn.---- - -. - --- - - -

117 __ To guarantee the right of equality bet'.-leen nationalities ••• ; 
to protect the legitimate rights of foreign residents and overseas 
Vietnamese. 

"To insure the right of autonomy of the national minorities; 
to set up, within the framework of the great family of the 
Vietnamese people, autonomous regions areas inhabtted by minority 
peoples;epto abolish the U.S.-Diem clique's present policy of 
ill-treatment and forced assimilation of the~inority nationali
ties •• o 
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"To protect the legitimate rights of foreigners residing 
in Vietnam; and to defend and care for Vietnamese nationals 
abroad. 

"8--:To carry out a foreign policy of peace and neutr.?~i ty. 

"To cancel all unequal treaties signed with foreign 
countries by the U.S. henchmen which y~olate national 
sovereignty. 

"To establish diplomatic relations with all countries 
irrespective of political regime, in accordance with the 
principles of peaceful coexistence as put forth at the 
Bandung conference. . 

Wfo unite closely with the peace-loving and neutral 
countries; and to expand friendly relations '.>ri. th Asian and 
African countries, first of all, with neighboring Cambodia 
Rntl Laosu 

liTo refrain from JOlI1lng any bloc or military alliance 
__ o!'~<?fmiriga . military alliance with any country. 

"To receive economic aid from any country ready to assist 
Vietnam without conditions attached. 

I • 
"9-- To establish normal relations bet....reen North and South 

ytetnam_as . a first -.step toward peaceful reunification of the country. 

"The urgent demand of our people throughout the country is to 
reunify the country ~J peaceful means. The NFLSV undertakes the 
gradual reunification of the country by peaceful means, on the 
principle of negotiations.and discussions bet....;een the ~"\.m zones of 
all forms and measures beneficial to the people and fatherland. 
Pending the national reunification, the goverr~ents of the two zones 
mll negotiate and undertake not to spread propaganda to divide the 
peoples or favor war, nor to use military forces against each other; ' 
to carr.f out econolnic and cultural exchanges 't::>8tween the t'HO zones; 
and to insu re for people bf both zones freedom of movement, of liveli
hood, ar~ the right of mutual visits and correspondence. 

liTo oppose aggressive wars and all forms of enslavement 
by the imperialists; and to support the national liberation 
stn\ggles of peoples in various countries. 
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"To oppose ""'ar propaganda; and to de;nand generc:d 
disarmament, prohibition of nuclear weapons, and demand the 
use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes. 

If To support the movement.s for ·peace, de.rn.ocracy, and 
social progress in the '\>Jorld; and to actively contribute to 
the safeguarding of peace in Southeast Asia and the world. ~ qe fI 
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STATEYJ:ENT OF CENTRJ.-I, CO?-J-1~TTEE OF 0;"'FLSV, HAJ.tzCH 22, 1965) 
PROCU~IMING TBENFLSV 'S FIW POINTS CONCER.t\JD:G THE H.t......R. 

IN SOUTH VIETNAN P,..!.\JD ITS SETTLDIENT 

(According to a Liberation Radio broadcast 
of March 23, 1965, in Vietna~ese to South Viet
nam, the NFLSV Central Committee held an 
important press conference to proclaim the 
NVLSV'c five-point ~tatcmQnt conccrnihg thQ 
escalation of the war. The lengthy statement 
contains only a small paragraph on negotiations. 

" It states 'at present all negotiations are use-
l ess as long as : 

a. The U. S. i mper ialists do not ,\-lithdrmv 
all the troops, we~pons and means of 
war of the United States and its 
satellites from South Vietnam and 
destroy ~heir military bases in 
South Vietnam; 1 " 

b. "As long as the sacred rights of the 
South Vietnamese people--rights to 
independence and democracy--are still 
sold by the Vietnamese traitors to the 
U.S. i mperialists; 

c. "As long as the N-FLSV--true and only 
r epresentative of 14 million South 
Vietnamese people--does not have the 
decisive voice.") 

" ... At the press conference, Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho 
E~oC l aimecfan i~Rort~a~~t-{{ve-~p~-{~t s"t"a-te:;1e-n-t __ <~l;de.~~I~~g 
th_~~§J_e.:!-"Il~ti_c_~?!-se~~_i.ng and aggressive policy of the 
U. S. i mDerial i_s~ts- in So~th-VCe-tnam"-"and -e-nuDciating -"t"h-e 
.-------~ .---.------ ----.. - - - ------ -- - - - - --------- -_.- ._-- - - ------ --" 
h eroic South Vietnamese people's unchanged standpoint 
;t;{ ch is reso lu~~_~y _"_t_() __ ~(~~~k""-O~L~_~~ _tb-~~:Q~: ~~ __ i~p-e-~~-a\:Cs~~-s 

lin order 

11 We understand that the correct Vietna~e se translation 
of thi s point states that negotiations are us e less as 
long as the U.S. imperialists "have not ~ withdraHn 
all the troops, etc. 
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=k.n __ Qr_~_~r ._~5?_.1 i J?_e_~ a ~~~!!~ __ .so_u.~h, .. _?_1.}.i~.¢ _.a!::l . ~I]¢~ p~~~_e.n_t..l 
democratic, peaceful, and neutral South Vietnam, and 
act i-eve -~l-at-io-na :C"1:irii'-f Tcatfo'i1': '---i-Ier'e--' {s'-th-e' NF LS V " s 't 'a t e-
ment about the intensification and enlargement: by the 
U.S. imperialists of their aggressive war in South 
Vietnam: 

11 11' ., · .J-l .:-' .J- d ~ 1 •.. ~aceQ WlLn LDe presenL an eXLreme y grave 
situation, the NFLSV deems it necessary to solemnly 
proclaim once more its unchanged stand of struggling 
against the Americ2ns to save the country. The._U~~_. 

f..!ilp~.:cJ_alJst.s a~_e __ s.abo~eurs .of the Geneva Acco.rd§., 
extremely rude and cruel aggressors and warmongers , 
and deadly enemies of the Vietnamese people. 

II ••• The Vietnamese peo?le are "\vell a"\'7are of the 
value of those accords. The Vietnamese people have 
always and correctly applied those accords and resolutely 
struggled so that those accords "\vould be implemented in 
accordance ~vith the spirit 2nd letter of this interna tional 
document vl~lich has all the characteristics-····o-f-le~g·al·:Cty-:---
On-the-other--tia:nd~-·-g~·S·~~Xmp?·~_ift-l~:Cs~t~~-=-a~~:f_the.i~.l-ac}~y_s_ in 
South Vietnam have graduallx and in an i ncreasingly 
l?X??&Il.Jllal1n~r_t_~?.@£1_ed_.9.n ... .t.h~ . . _9_e_n.~y? A..~~_<2i"cLs_ and' -(~~ord 
indistinct) destroying those accords by openly waging 
an atrocious -\~ar- in' Soutn- Vi"etrlaill '-ove'r 'die 'pasf' ll-"-
years--'~-ith- a--':;"ie\',~--t-o " e'ns'iavir~g - ai~cf 'oppress:Cng-the"-'South 
Vietnamese" peop-le-:--turnillg" 'South' Vietnam in'to 'one ·of -----
theirc-olonTes aDdmIYCiar-ybases-,--an-cfpar-i:Ct"fon'-frlg-
Yietnamese territory forever. 

11 ••• Naturally the criminal actions of the U.S. 
i mperialist s and their lackeys aroused hatred throughout 
Vietnam and gave rise to a Have of boiling anger through
out the world. Public opinion in Vietnam, public 
opinion in Asia, and the imn2rtial Dublic oDin ion the 

~ ~ ~ 

world ' over severely condemned and energetically protested 
a~ainst the cruel actions of the u.S. imnerialists and o ~ 

their lackeys and loudly demanded that they put an end 
to their war-seeking and aggressive actions against the 

/ South 
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South Vietna~ese people and that they correctly implement 
the 1954 Geneva Accords. But all this fell on deaf ears. 
The U.S. imperialists continued to trample on justice 
and to rush ahead vlith their piratical \-var in South 
Vietnam. 

2/ 
112:- The heroic South Vietnan:ese people are 

determined '-fo-·kick--ou·f'-tbe-U'~S-.-- ·imperialistsin ' order to 
i ib'e-=;-C?'-te- Sou th'·Vi'e tn2m;-'t;u-{ld- in'-'inde'p'enden t-'-'·'democ'r a tic, 
~~~~e-fuL ~nj~.21_~_\l_tr~f-South jietM0; cll1d aClvance tq-w~d-
national unification. _ __ • _ _ • • ______ ___ _ r 

\I The South Vietnamese people are fond of pe ace, 
but the SO"Jth Vietnamese pe ople cannot stand idle and 
let the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys freely trample 
on the couDtry and dominate the nation. They prefer 
death to bondage. The 14 million people have risen in 
one bloc, and struggled gallantly to defeat the U.S. 
invaders and the country-sellers, liberate South Vietnam, 
achieve independence, democracy, peace, and neutrality 
in South Vietnam, and contribute to maintaining (peace 
in Indochina ?) and southeast Asia. 

IT •• • To escape th~_s da~gero~si~~a!:.io~, the U.S. 
imperialis ts are engagjE,g in ext~~~~l'y_~~~8.er~~,~ 
adventurous military actions. The fact that they 
lntrod'uced-into SO'Jtl=tViefnam combat units of their air, 
naval, and ground forces, additional U.S. weapons, and 
mercenaries ~rDm South Korea and other satellites and 
used planes to bomb the DRV and the Laotian Kingdom and 
so forth does not reflect their strength at all. On the 
contr ary , these are the crazy actions of a (hooligan; ) 
\vho, faced \Vith deadlock, engages in adventurous actions. 
They cannot threaten anyone. By its nature, the U.S. 
imperialist scheme of intensifying and enlarging their 

· ~tesent aggressive war reflects one of their humiliating 
defeats. It proves that their ll-year-old colonialist 
and aggressive policy in South Vietnam and their so
called special \'lar have gone bankrupt. 

/ " S· ••• lnce 

?:.,/ The precedin6 part Has not r,'-.:;>loered. 
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__ . ___ '~ _Since the U.S. impe:r ialists have bogged dmoffi 
and almost died during the special war, they will be 
complete ly wiped out in (the regional war?). If they 
dare to extend the war to No~th Vietna~ ) to all of Indo
china, and further, they Hill face more humiliating 
defeats more quickly. Previously) with e::npty hand s the 
southarn PQoplQ do~lt hQ~vy blows on the U.S. imperiuli~ts 
and their lackeys and fulfilled a great. and glorious 
revolutionary task. Nmv, with their moffi strength, with 
the wholeheart.ed support of pOHerful North Vietn am and 
the rich and powerful socialist countries, and with the 
sympathy, support, and encouragement of the Asian, 
AfriceTI, and Latin Acerican count:ries and all peace-
and justice-loving peoples the 'IlJOrld oVer, the South 
Vietnamese people will surely 2nd gloriously triumph 
over _th e U. S. aggressors and their lackeys in any 
regional or special war 'ivaged by the latter. ~?'iv:. ~::::>re 
than ever before, the South Vietnamese people must 
...,/.~ . ----_._---- - -- . -- -- - ~.- -- - -- - -. - - . 
ttx~ly: h01~_!..~.?~)e s _. ip_.0~F~~ and S-tl'ugg le to achieve their 
fundament a l goal, ,vhich is -Eo-I-D~i(-out- -fhe- U.·S:- -impeiial--
ists and builda~in(:fepe~d~nt-~-(~fe~ocr-aEic-:'--p-e-ac'e-f~l' ~'-'a~-d
neu-tr al S011th- Vl'e tni;:- ' .--.---- ---._- - .- .----- -- -. 
e 

II The NFLSV asserts once more that the U.S. scheme 
of int~ocf~lcing · U. S. and satefliteair, nav-a-f:-,indg-rotlTld-
force units into South VietnaD and bombing North Vietnam 
and Laos to reduce the combc..tivity of the SOiJ.th Vietname se 
people, to stop the aid of the North Vietnamese.and world 
.peoples to the just struggle of the South Vietnamese 
people , and !Q_fJ:_e.aJ~S::._?-_~_~J._2.ng_position from Vlhich th<=:y 
can _f.9r_c~ __ J::b.e _ _ rlf_~S.v _and . the SoutS--Vi'e-tn-arn'es'e--peo·ple----fo--s ell 

. -t-h~ir fatherland to the~ - chec..·plY· --ttlr'ough "e'er-tain nego----- -·
-tia t ions-is onTY:-2.n-empty dr-e-sr:l-'of-me-n'-'i~l-1o-~:lr'e --cr azy---' 

po lTt-i~al-l~d a~i~~~t~r~~~~ ~.~}._t'~~p. y . 
-- --- --II-The South Vietn2.mese DeoDle inform the U. S. 

i~peri-aiists and-t-heir-'-i'ackeys-~--- IY ou'ar-e-'ho-ori-gaDs-~-- You 
ar-e-'s't~;-icC:--:-Ho~'7can -';-ou-ho-;e-'Eo-dec-eiv'e-D'eo'Dle-1;~7nen--e-ach 

.&. .J J.. 6. ... 

.. elme afterhIt't{ng--tlie--no:Cth- '.]·:C\:h-oui-~.larr;irig- you--r-ep-e-at--
~~a-i-n-2J1cj 2.gain th-2i:you-cfo---;:"'1ot- in-Eend to enfargethewar, 

Ithat 
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that the attacks a~e re~ali 2tory ~e asures, that the 
at-t-a-ck's- '-a-re- 'aimed at" bringing c.bOllt negotiation s, and 
-s-o--fo:Cth'f---Yo~~- '2}::e-- mor-e--s-tl::?id--\,ihen--you-s-2:Y--);O-U'-\'7 all t to 
n2goti8. te f~o;--a -pas i -tion--o£--s 'tr-e-ng-r h-'.- -- 1'he--South'-Vfe t-' 
n2;TLe-s-e'-p-e-o-pte-poin-t thelr- -fi'ngers in " the faces of the 
V. S. imperialists 2nd their lc.ckeys 8.:1d tell thefil:' ~~?~E ' 
only ...... 7c:.y O\,lt is to \'7it:hdrc,;;'l f:::-ot:1 Sonth V:L e tnal:l_ If you 
stub~ornly p~rsue the war, you will suffer the greatest 
and most humiliating defeat you have eve r suffered. I 

I' ••• At pres ent all ne~otiations ar e useless as long 
as the V. S. inroe:::-:L c.lists do not ,'HithdraH all __ ,_th~, tl:"_oo'p?_, 
\i,e_apons, ,and means of Ivar of the United State s and its 
~2:_t~).)_i,:t~s __ from South Vietn am and destroy the ir military 
Q.0?53,~_i.P, __ ~,outh_ 'yietnc.m; as long as the sacred rights of 
the South '7ietnamese people-:---ifgh-t's-- '-fo--'lrl(lependence - an d
d~~ocra~=-:(are---s-tfll so\d-?-)-byth-e---\fietna~2se' t-r aitors 

·fo'-_~0~ V~=~. i~~?J=~,~l~_S:~~i;~ ~nd=~~?_ ::rC?~g-= ~~s __ ,_~!i~-:N~L?V_~~~t:~e_ 
and only reRresentative of lL~, million South Vietnc.mese 
;~Qpj~~-':'-d~~S--D.9t '-h'2v~-t~~~-'-cf2-ciS-iv-e--vo{ce.--\~lrt11reiarcf 
to the South Korean clique and othe r satellite,s of the 
Americans who are planning to introduce mercenaries 
into South Vietn am, the South Vietnamese people tell 
them the follm'7ing: Although you are involved in waging 
the war, you will never be given your share. You are 
simply shameful scapegoats for V.S. impe rialisfil. Since 
nearly 30 , 000 V.S. generals, field grade officers , and 
~en with nearly half a million lackey troops are being 
heavily beaten by the army and people in South Vietnam, 
what can a handful of you do? 

" . •. 3 . The heroic Soutb. Vietnar:lese people and libera-' 
tion trooDS are der:er ;-nined to f~lFi-lltheir sacredmlss-ion 
;hi~l~i-~-~-~hase a\'lay the V . S. {~periai-ists to- '-i':Cbera-:te-
-S o~t}1-V[e-'t~-i~~-2n-d-t-o- ' de-fe'ncCi,\fo'r'th' Vietnam,' 'Vietnam is 
on~ theVietnames'e-people are one, n-orth-:an-d'-soufh---:i~e 
;n~ .--Their a:{fe~-tion - is- as --high--as- a-mountain- -ind---a-s- -
deep as the sea. TtG truth is as sure as the sun rises 
i n the east. Nothing can change it, In their hot and 

/ deadly 
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deadly struggle aga~nst the U.S. i mperialists and their 
lackeys, tr;e South Vie~n2mes e people have all-7ays rece ived 
the great 2nd extremely precious assistance of 17 mil
lion northern brothers. The northern compatriots are 
enthusiastically working day and night for the southern 
part of the country. 

lI ' On behalf of the 14 million South Vietnamese 
people,the NFLSV wishe s to extend its full confid ence 
and unchangeable promise to the 17 million northern 
compatriots . The South Vietn2mese people are determined 
to fight and defeat the U.S. i~?erialists . The heroic 
South Vietnarr:ese people and liberation troops .. _~re. 
de·term:C.1ed- iofulfill--- th-e"ir--· s'a-cY-edmis s ion: to chase 
- ---- --------------- ----_._----------_. _ .. --_ .. -_._--.----_. - ----_. --- - -.- --- -
away the U.S, imperialists,to liberate South Vietnam , 
toclefer;a-ihe- north; and-to-idvan-c'e--i'm~a-rc[-the reunifl
sit-Eropof- Ehe-cou11'c-r:y·.----------------------------------

II •• • The N?LSV ahqays relies prim3.rily on its OhTD 

force and-(ibTlitY~but is rea-oy to-- co·l-l-iI -r:u:-e----:to -i -e-ce-fve 
aUas sis tanee, moral-2nd-m2~ter:Cii-:- -rnciu(frng--as·s:CsEEmce 

~i~n __ \;~-~p~~ns !-!~ \qa.! ~a_f.er}=~~ ___ fr-?TQ-'t Ee~~ so-c-i-a1f s t --Co-uI1t-i:Ce-s-
and nationalist countries, all '\<7orld organizations and 
~ilp';ace -=-fo~-ini"--pe-~pTe·s--thTo-ughout-t"fle -{;C;-rlcf.--Mor-eover , 
the front reserves foy-itse'i-f- t±:~~lgh t -to- buy \Veapons 
and war materiel f r om any country and organization ready 
to sell them to the South Vietnamese people to help them 
,strengthen their defensive potential. 

" ••. All people must be united. All people must. be 
armeo and must heroically conti nue to move fonvard Hi th 
the determination to fight to vlin over the U. S. enemy 
and the Vietnamese traitors. 

" •.. We are absolutely cO:1Vinced that 'ile. \vill cer
tainly be victorious. We 21so pledge to our beloved 
Vietnam that VIc are determined to strike strongly, truly 
strongly; to strike to the last ffian) to the last breath) 
to the last drop of blood; and to strike very accurately 
at tte heads of the U.S. eneQY and his lackeys. We are 
determined to liberate the .s:)L~th, protect the nJrt-h-,-~md .,...- --- - ---------_._----
E.~~_~~~L_~hc:. ~~~_~:,,:!:. Lmd-, 
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ON £·t;i\Y 121 1965 1 r<.EITE~:'--TI~G 'l'H:S CE0!TRAL 

COl'f.u·lI TTEB T S S 'l' AT:2:·SNT O:=' J:~'D"RCH 2 2 1 1965 

(Liberatio~ Radio ~roadcast on May 14, 1965, in 
Vietnanese to Sout~ Vietna3, a May 12, 1965 state
ment of a NFLSV Ce~t~a l Co~~ittee spokesnan . The 
broadcast reiterates the N?LSV1s five points _ It 
also COTmner,'i::.s on recent U. S. actions; including 
"the economic trick called cooperation for economic 
development tl and the crea tio!1 of 1/ s mokes cree:1s of 
deceitful peaceful negotiations". The statement 
stresses the role of the NFLSV as the true master 
of South Vietnam.) 

II The South Vietnamese people, as \'7ell as the Car;hlodian people a:1d 
other fraternal peoples in southeast Asia and throughout the world , will 
never forget the past 11 years of misery , shiliue and suffering caus e d 
by the 4 billion dollars of U.S. aid. President Johnson made a great 
mistake. U.S. dollars cannot corrup t, seduce, or subject the Viet-

(~ namese and other Asian peoples. (?We say) to the U.S. imperialists' 
face that the Asian peoples, with their culture dating back thous ands 
of years, with their tradition~l respect for justice and disdain for 
ill--gotten V!eal th, a nd \-ii th their res~ect for moral princi~les and 
virtues , c an never be subjected by violence. Poverty can~ot change 

-their hearts and misery cannot soil their purity and honor. You U.S. 
imperialists are conceited and disdainful, because you are \'721l-0£f, 
but you have gained and will gain o nly insults, shame, and bankruptcy. 
Your 4 billion dollars cannot purchase (feV! words indistinct) South . 
Vle-tnam-'-and'-c 'annot-'p-urci1'it-s-e---p-ea'c'e--fo::-- the pirates. -----

. __ .-
HAt present, \'li th even ~O billion dollars you c an purchase only 

the souls of a few more scores of count~y-se lling, traitorous Viet
namese such as Ngo Dinh Diem ~nd Ph an liuy Quat. Formerly, in order 
to deceive, the fascist Hitler had to invent something called spiri
tualvalues . Today U.S. President Jo~nson need only wear dollars and 
guns on his chest in place of a religious medal ...• 

US "At present, it is obvious that ~ecause of their heavy military 
M defeats a:1d their considera~le political isolation, the U.S. i~peria 
o lists have resorted to the econo;:-lic trick called coo"'"3eratlon-fO-ra.eve-
~ L9-'?A~~j:: 2~d-=-j:b.§ fali.§-1-=91=--{~~~s_~~,-?~~a..c:~~~!:S=~X~._ ~ ttl::)jorn-ry -:Cntens':CfyTilg a'nd 
s ..§'.~Q.?_=)ding __ ~.:\,,=. ~·~c:..~ of ~~gE~_~S __ ~_?=2, __ as_~J-,'.l..§,:t __ o~r ~9~..''?3:-~~;/·----' -----,,------
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"i'bat is note, .. ,or-cny in "Cn lS tric~z is the U. S. imperialis t5 evi 1 
effor~ " 't'o er'e 'ate a - smokes-cr'eeil. to " cover lra- thei'r 'colonialist en'o. ~ell-
1c£s-e---na.t:ui:-e - 'erld"-ihei'r--'n'e~:'- ---fool'i's:i-2ili 1::a:ry' 'aetio:'!sin South Vi et.::", a:11 

'a~d'--!:ior't:h - ,jj,e-tr;i;1~-"-'OT-cour:s-e-,-' i i:-'th'e--lf::S':' -agg'res s'c)rs'-c-a-iiy- -6-u't:---egg:- ' 
res-s i-on--by - ye's'o-it-ing to mili tary :nee.:1S I 'I.'le the Vi e tnemese P2091e, 'l.vill 
fighti if they carry out aggress ion by resorting to the label of false 
peace, we will fight. We will fight u.:1til final victory, until not 
one U.S. aggressor remains on our Vietnamese territory. To carry out 
their colo~ialist, asgressive ?olicy, the U.S. imperialis~have re
sorted to nU:TIe::cous cunning stratagems and tricks and (word indistinct) 
the traditional wicked effort to sow disunion . .•. 

"ls th~ South Vietnemes e people's resolute struggle against the 
aggressive U.S. il:'~perialists ,to save tne country a.:1d \·,i::l back indepen
dence and freedou a::ld unjust struggle? Is progressive mankind's 
spiritual and mate~ial assistance to our struggle for natio.:1al libera
tion, including weapons and (few words indistinct), an illegal act? 
Is it incorrect to say thet the foreign intervention in many forms 
that aggrevates the Vietnames e situatio::l is none other than the war 
of aggression \"aged by t,[-~e U. S. imperialists against our country? 
What is the significance of Jonnson's unconditional negotiations? Do 
o"tb,~~E~~L:~~n~~~n-~j:--~o.~! R_~~ci?i~ __ I}lui}~~~)~ii~s1o~~~~H~~p~~we-~2..0n~~-~-a-n~-:~~(~~¢~~f:\,-~ '-'~h~ __ 
..... Q..~ar-d1: "Cs In tnel~_~'19.J!e_$_,~S __ , n9.D.9_r~a __ 3~~_e,s ,~s_~ 

"At present, the nationalist countries in southeast Asia and 
Africa constitute a great forc e unanimously supporting the Vietnamese 
people's patriotic struggle. Therefore, in their attempt to isolate 
us and reduee their shameful isolation, the U.S. i mperialists have 
not concealed their evil and vile inte~tion of sowing disunion among 
them and taking advantage of them. But in face of the correct atti
tude shm'Tn by these nationalist countries I Johnson has lost his en
thusiasm. It is crystel clear that the U.S. imperialists are very 
cruel and cunning, especially when t hey have suffered heavy defeats 
and are on a desperate path. However, diamond cuts diamond .... 

M liAs everyone knows, the British government is a cochairman of the 
~ 19 SLl ee'n~e-i;:a--' c'orlf'e-rence "on' Vietnam and is resDons-ible-" (? for im~'lemen-t''::'-
A rng) __ :tJ1~e ~a~];9id~s __ s.ig~8a __ at _f~~i§--c'~tere:;l-ce-.--~-ye-t" 'a't 'pre'sent , Prime ' 
'1' Ministe:: I'Tilson con'tinues to isse':et--'t:l1-iE-hi's" policy is to agree and 
I Sl.l,?-?oit t:~e-U.-S-.-{8?er-liiTsEs- '- - 'a-S:ir2-ssTve-p-oTic'y-'a-n'c-C-,::Jar-:Cn' South' --- ---
~ "Vi'etn'ii:l~--A-t:?ie'se-nf--;-E)rli:le- :;:in-i-s'~er--' :h-fsori' Is'-- c arry i ng out be duty 

·of-'a" s tooo-:-e -'foi'-tn-e---U':-S-.- -expec1l ti6'n'ay'y--tr6'6-=;)s--;-'-while--P r-es ident - Jonns on 
is --c~lJ--{nq~}or -~ea-ce}_~-i' ~ri~g?,::-l ~ti:o-?s • ___ no_ - -- - - ---- - -'- :;- - - " -. - -- , , - " --- - " '" -, -----

---- , ,- -- ---
IlNmv more than eyer I all t:le U. S. i:qe::ialists' decei tiul e::1d 

psychological warfare ~easures a::e useless, no matter how cunni~g and 
braze.:1. It cannot be ot~envise. Sven their most recent measure (?has 
only a~ousec) the anger of progressive menkind end millions of honest 
A""'-~~ca ' -,'~-'-.i.. n peopJ.e. 

Co' ~' ,~o,:C:_ ,o_ur3?-;_'t:-,_9u; _ , S.teT.d_, is, ,,?x~::: 2:-:',2 ~'y_ s:):_e_ar . __ ___ T_h~, ~IJS.Y __ ? 3~~a_r<?~ 
state~2nt has fullv r e fl e cted the unchanGed aSDirations, stand, and 

o det~:C:.1in~tio;'.--of 'l4--1T1,i-llio:lso-ut:.2~n Deo~le" It' is----also the' un'sl:lerv
N In-;:- line-o:f'' 'th'e--N?LSV ,' 'the only legal- and t:c~ie--re?res-e-n-ta-ti'\T-e - 0-:- -1."4-
T c' "- -~------------- --,, ---.-, -- ----- ---,----- - - -------,- - , ., 

ffilllion southern cO~Jctriots: - - --------_ .... _------
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1I1--Tl1e U 0 S. i mper i alists are 'Cne s aDoteurs of t.he Geneva 
accords I ~he--e-xt're'~~'ely-'-rud'e"-:ig'g-i:e-s-s'o'is'--and--\-:7a-r'~Onge-r-s-;~-a-rid-- -tfi'e- deadly 
·en~my- -o'f tr..e Vietnaillese people. . 

1l2--'l:'ne people of he~oic South Vietnam are resolved to kick the 
U. S. imper:Cai~s~~~~~~~:=f~~ .. £i_i?:~~:C_2~~ -s:out's.--Vre'trlanl;-S-li'{Yd-an-fnde?en·oe~~t I 
cTern'6'Er·atfC-~-·pe.2_c_eXtllJ-'-?:T}.Q.Je'lltral S00chVie~-i:la'm,--ilnd--a-Gv'a'n c'e-tO\'12rd .--
nat"{on'ai' -u:,,;ifi c ation. .-------------------- .--- . 
v·-··-----··-·-·-- -·--- · .. --.--

"3--The people and liberation troops of heroic South Vietn2.c--:1 2~e 
r_~s_C?l v~_9 __ tQ=t.ujJTi-r Q.6..B9I~t~e~iy ___ tIl~.l.:c_ .. s~i~.~(3.Q. __ 9Y}:'Y~~ji~I_cJi-=-~.s.~JQ=_}c\c_~~Jl1e_ 
U.S. imDerialists out in order to liberate South Vietn2m and protect .J' . ..; __ ___ .• __ _ .:... __ . . ___ _________ _____________________ _ _____ ----- -----------.--.-----.- -- •. - - - -

EJ.Q!tJ! Vi_~.!=:T}.~~~ 

"4---Th e South Vi etnarnese people are deeply grateful to all the 
peace-andp'e'ac'e-ioving---'peo,?-fe-s--C:l1-r'-o-t'ighout the world for their Harm 
support and 9~_~J~?_t~.l:l..at _they_ .. a.re ready to receive any aid fro:n friends 
on the five continents I j..n..s;:.~g§,i.~g __ ~1~'¥'pC2.~S .. §.~~._·.o!-.0eE=>1~E_}-n.2:lte!ie-l~.-------

1l5- -All the united and armed people are rising up heroically in 
order resolutely to defeat the U.S. bandits and their l ac~eys . In the 
name of 14 million South Vi etnamese people , the NFLSV sole~lly declared 
in its five-point statement that II the Sou:;:.h V':Ce-tname-se--pe-c)ple'-'a!':d--tl':;e-i-i 
'a-ime'd-for'-c'e-s- 'a're -r-e'so'lve-d--n'of-'Eoab-ailc:'-on--fh-eir - \'Jea-p-oilS' --a:-s- -rong--as-t he ir 
bas:Cc-'ob-j 2'c-Ei'v'es:'--:'{ndepend'ei~'c'e-',--d:e~16c'racY-'-'p'ea'ce-;-a11K-neut.r-arit'y-~--:.:-.:·:a:r·e
n'c;t- a'd1':Ceved~'II---'--'--'- ---- -.-.--. - --.---.--.--.. - - -.--.-. - --.-.------.... --- -- -.--------- ----.-.-

liThe South Vietnamese people are resolved to continue dealing heav 
blO'.-lS to the U. S • impe rialists and tl'1eirlackeys in o~der to aC~1ieve 
final victory. All negotiations Hith the U.S. im~erialis ts at the 
present time are-e-iiE{r-eiY"TI1eanTngYess--un:-ress--the-:-U'.-S-:- -i mj'e·iTa:ri's -t -s \Vi t:h 
dr a\~i-arr-Troops-a-n'd-'\iar- -ma-i-e'i-le':-C-ancC--\:re'a-6ons--o-r-:Cn-e-Un-lte'd-S Ea--Eesan a-
l'fs--'s 'a~eJT:C;:'es~ (r:om . $o·u-t}l-Vretna-m-ancT-de~·troy--alY'the-rr--mi-n~'ta __ :cy~' base~:> 

: in "South Vi~nam , unless the Vietnamese traitors stop sacrificing the 
SC;U'fh'- 'Vletna'mese--peopl'e--"s " sa'-cred 'ri'gh ts to" {ndepende·nce--·-and ' den;oc'ra:cy 
and-unYes's --Ehe-" NFI~SV':"--=--fl1'e'--oiilv'-'true-'r-e'6re's'ent-i;t-t-ive-or--14 'million-- South 
~:Le~~.~~i1~-~~(J?:~?'PI~-=:~~~~~~~-=-t.he'.-. :r::~gj'~:_~t9.'~·~~?:r~s_$_· _tl1_~:i,)::~~§.?~i~§.j.'y"?~_.~.9.ic_~_. . .. --

IIThrough the U.S. president 's 7 April speech, and (s everal words, 
indistinct) one can see that the U.So iDperialists are ex~remely 
frightened by the brilliant image of the ~FLSV , the single and genuine 
representative of the South Vietna~ese people and the organizer and 
leader of the South Vietna~ese people ' s struggle for self-liberatioh, 
aaainst the U.S. imoerialists' warlike and aqressive Dolicy and aaainst 

-' - .., ~ _ .J 

the oppressio~ of the lackeys 2nd tr2itors to the fatherland . The 
' . NLFSV is t!';e irn2ge of the s'ol ida ri ty 2nd uni ty of 211 patriotic~ anCi-
. c.em6·c-ra·Elc--f-orce-s-l-=r1--~;O-1l-f~-·-Vi-e·~cn2r;1~ ·-Tne-NF·l;SV--i-sno·\·~-· tne-fi:_·l:e·-ria-s-ter 
o'£-S'o'U-t";~-vie-£-1-ar; aI-ld-c·G~tr-o~-s-··::our:..: ·{{:.:·_ths--·of--fEe-·te-::::r·i-fo~~i--a:',(f-- -lO-- '--
mi'l'l 'i 'on--?eo·?'ie-.---~'f{t'n:c -f-._s .. --:CiS·e y-a-D:;c --2:r~~2-d-for·cesa~--ldf;2:C2-:;;TlT_c.-a-iv -
I6~ce's~'-b 12--?\j'FLSV is t:".. e vi ctor I:l;--_i ch is swashing the s trensth of t::e 
u.s. imperialist and colonialist asgressors. 
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...... ..:,.. 

t'Eve:cyor:e K:10\'lS that (:t e1,1 ~·1Orc.s· i~c,=- s tinct) the USSR I China, a11d 
t~e socialis~ countries have been actively su?porting the South Viet~ 
n -m~c r- r ' . ~h c ir s~--ug~lc ~o~ s-l~ l:~-~-' ion -J..~: '~US' clea~ cc.!l.~ ..... e !:",cop~e In \...H':::__ \....l.. ' '::J co .L _ C_ . .!..-_ ..:..,,-,co _a.L._ 1.. \....!..S L.". _ "-

that the So~th vietnam revolution nas bee~ orsanized and led by t~e 
NFLSV. This truth is as s~ining as the s~n. Tne U.S. ire?erialists , 
~he........ ~- ..!-- ,~r-. oTn D"'ODl e c "",") no 1 ,....... ·..,go'r ci ~""'l\T ·';....-a.'- · ·-..!-~c··· -SO--..!...· ....... · '\1; o,..!-n;=l'r'""'l. 
\...1< •• ,OS \... S ... L:.,..I.J _. J.. co '- - , ~,'-':" . :_"':... • . ,_-:-.u..-:.:.. .::-: ._ ,c",,: L.U '- \...,.~ ....: \...1. \ -,-co \...,,_1 .• 

p:co~lem cannot be solved without the N?LS~ a:1d wit~o~t the NFLSV p late
£C;~i~afZ-c:1c;1~·6·;:-~-i-vQ "-c J:-Qr.!·Qn t -in ·'ViC'=.-1 o~ i.:.irc ?r-c':";cnt b;tlttnc0 dE £O:CC2S i:1 
Sou-ch--'Vie'fnar:-;-:--.-----'-- ,_. 

"In Vieocnam , in Asia and tne world , ""here will the U.S. impe:ci2.
lists go if ~hey stubbornly continue to intensify the war in South 
Vietnam and to strike North Vietnam? It is clear that in the prese:1t 
situation in our country, President Johnson c an only choose and is o~ 
liged to choose one of these two deci~io~; either to prolong and expand 
the c:.co:cessi ve \'lar in our country or to follOl:l the wav out reserved for 
the U ~ S. iIT',perialists !:. :that is 1 to quL:South Vietna.ra-' as soon as possi:Ole .. 

"1'.s for the South Vietnamese I and the rest of the Vietnamese people, 
they will continue the resistance for five o~ ten years more . In reality 
we will have to lose only (word indistinct) final victcry will certainly 
be ours" The South Vietnamese and Viet!12.:-.'.ese people have sworn that they 
prefer death to bondage, and they a:ce dete~mined to fight until fi~al 
tctory, and to exterminate the U.S. bandits to the last nan in their 

-.;ountry 1 r:o matter W112.(;' sacrifice they have to endure .... 

"In the struggle against 14 mil lion South vietna~ese peo?le, yo~ 
are 'unable to win and are, on the contrary , being bitterly defeated, 
ano. nO':l you are planning to (?fight) all 31 million Vietna,r.ese people. 
It is true that you want to rush to deat~1 unless you are great im-
postors (few words indistinct) the people of ~orth and South Vietna~ 
have answered and are ahswering you (fe~ words indistinct) all the peo
ple are prepared and (passage indistinct) 700 million peoples of the 
brotherly countries, with their traternal close friendship are also 
ready to coope~2te closely with the Vietna~ese people in resolutely 
exterminating the U.S. aggressors to t~e last Ban if they venture to 
exp2.nd the I'lar to North Vietnam and Inc.ochic:.a and encroach on China. 

F?O:.iT 'II F_t Dresent, it is clear t hat it would be wise for U. S. officials 
to t,'li thd2:-~\~- "2.]. ~ -t-YOODs' --6-{ 'the- 'G:'1i t 'ed- ""S'ta'tes -'2~-1d--'l ts'- ' ~ a t-e'ffft'es-- -and' ';ie'ii"-
- ------ -- -- ... _ - --" ---- -- _ ._ --.-.-_ .. . _ - . - - . -. -. -- --. - -. ". -- ------- - _ ... - -. - - -
pons ar:~ war B2terial f:com Sout~ Vietna~ and let the Vietnamese peo~le 
;e,t.~. :;'e,=t_h,~-:~~ 0~~,;1. ~((~Tr_~~ _ _:in __ .2.c~C~o:Cci~~j._:_c_e_ ,I!_lfh_ tr:.e_ ~:~~~~? ," p}~ Ee'fo:c:r~--:-'::" 2:;id9 -. 
sto~ their aGoression against ~orth Vietn2~. This is the only way o~t 

\,:=1 i c:~--( f ew\~,C;~'C5:s-In dTs t""i n'c't)-:'"II ,---------- ,-----,--- -
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(Liberation Radio released on June 14, 1965, a r~LSV 
Central Co::::Eittee stc.te:-Ilent of June 12, 1965 aiI:1ed at 
lithe U.S . hlperiBlists I ne .... adventurous acts and deceitful 
t ricks r: of eSC2~c.ting the "\'Tar in South Vietnc!l. It also 
reiterates the r·IFLSV I s five points of Earch 22. ) 

US l-fOVt:S II •• • During the past fe'.-' T:lo:1ths, faced ,"rith heavy defeats )~..:~~_ JO£1":1s<:,"~ 
~ove:::,nnen[" has- ope~r a.,.~cflrec1:1y-carried on the-pian -to-intensify 2...'1d enlarge 
the U -:-5. aggress i ve ,,::ar in our co~~-Sry-:--n,sai-.!~"i~ud-eana--a:ct-s "n-2.-ve-he"e.>1 f'n 0 s-e -
.;r;:;:----•. ~ -------- . .. "' ''';'- - - _.--. " --- ... -. -- - - -.-. _ . . -- - . -"'~'-,,'-- . . ,.- ~ ..... • • • , 
of a group 01 100 percent colonl~ls~s . Resardless 01 publlcoplnlon ana 
i nternational la1;[, the U.S. adri1.inistratio~1has ordered units of U. S. cOT<"lbat 
expeditio:1ary troops and troops fron satellite cotmtries sent to South Vietnam 
"nth an unprecec,entedly great qua..l1tity of weapons c.nd viar material ••.• 

IIFaced ,'lith these concrete actions, can one say anything except that the 
U. S. authorIiles" -a:::.e-c-razil3r - eruarging theii"-de-soicable "aggres-si v"e ,·r"2:r" "iii-"--
Viet-n~~T""-is-"ii -Doi;s{b"le " -to -believe" ihat-These--a~-t-lons-are ti18m2_nffest-ations 
-;i P~S'~ide~t: J-0ih;s~~~~~K~hl}J~~q~s~~e f"'2£ __ E~ac~" a}~~~-of-t~~JC~f:-a~fIi~r?~-S:i.~s_r-
deter;:J.inat ion to res:)ect and p:c-otect the 1954 Geneva accords on VietneJll? A 
'nor;naf"man-:::'-':"-on~:rho-i-s-no-t- " c-razY-i.~d- -';':i:~o-ls-nOt- "anaC"complfce of- the " U ~ S. 
bandits -- must conclude that the actions of the U.S. imperialists are the 
rudest possible aggressive and uarlike actions .•• ~ 

II Thus, v!hile intensifying .?.TId e::liareing their aggressive "far, they set 
fQr_t_b_d;_~_it:f\;i=-~~~ac_e-=pr"oposaIs-.-"-RecEmtly U~-S :-Pr"esident-" Johi;s"on)--':rith-o-ne
l)an,d , raised pigl:t_0i~" c():r"-nar:cf"bato~ -~~"'ihu:s"-g"iV:G1g"--the" " siin8J. -"for O.S .--offlcers, 
s oldiers , planes , and .... rarships t()-come to South Vietnam. in large J11..1mbers -- and 
",ith the other hand) held high the ragged fa.,.~ed peace banner. In a series of
s oeecnes ai7-:-edaCe)'-?i"a-in:C-1g--V~~§_. _ pori"Cy~Johnson cor:cenfr-i"Ced the most dec-eit
f cl arguments ~ especiaJ}.r in the spe ech"-dellver ed-in BalTilrlore--on--7-Ap-y.j..i", -""-
----;._-, -~-------------"--- --------_. ----

UConcerning so-called unconditional discussions , Johnson contradicted 
himself in trying t o explain the content of his policy : He said that the 
Americans '-TOuld stay in South_ Vietnc..":1 at any cost and that" the Americans are 
preparing for a long and continuous ~-rc.r. This is the sa'TIe as if Johnson ordered 
t he South Vietn2.:!lese people to lay dO'.-m tl1eir I·reapons and surrender to the 
Americans in order to have the so-called peace that would be enjoyed ~'1 their 

"l ifeti:Tle " only as slaves t o the invaders and traitors. The result of the U.S. 
c.uthorities I trick of unconditional discussions "[ould be · t}"iat- -the- "~,\,.nericans-
l."'TOUld continue to occuo:r 2..t:.Q rui-e Sout-hVietn2J-:J. and th:2.:"-S-vietnc..:n vrould-be"
n2:rfiti-o:1"ed-iorever-.-~ -----
. - -

trJohnson set forth conditions not oY'2y for discussions) but also for 
arri v:L'1.g- -aC QIs-?u~"~_io-~'::;-- "The-U .-S-:au:th-orl ties" co"nt:Lnuou-iiy "shout ed--tha f -if 
i11e Vietr-a.llese refused to hold discussions "'rith the.u , they vrould destroy 
Vietnan on en lli'1precedented scale. This ~eans that the U.S. a~~istration 
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gives itself the right to "l"T2ge aggl'essive Hars and so .... r destruction at any 
moment a..11d any place in accorda::1ce ~·rith its colonialist des i -res • 

IIIn fact, Johrlson! s 2rg<.:.--::ents 2.'oout peace discussions constitute a policy 
of brazen bCY.ditry. - -That is '.-T:1y- the South- Viet::1a:--:~ese people 2l'enot alone in 

"theh-'hilfrcc(o{-t-he U.S. o2.ndits ar.d their deter;;-[l..,.'12tion, nillions as one, 
to oblige the latte:::- t o pay for thei:::- criI'";1es 2..'1d ,·thy the , .. ro:..nld peoples, i...'1-
cludinS the U. S. people , a::-e 2.lso 2I.gr-;J 2t thE'"~-:l . (Several Ho:::-ds indisti...'1ct ) 
the Vietn~-:lese people have c~t1-:lated their stre~th and (?clearly realized) 
the extre::le2.y c:::-uel D2ture 0: U.S. irr,pe:::-ic.lis~Zl , t he inte:tnat ional gendam,e. 
'I'hey <lYe resolved to keep thai:::- word -- H G prefer to die th~'1. to bCCO;:t0 

slaves -- and to fight to va..'1quish the U.S. bandits. 

!lJ_~!}:Q.~~?l;.so , in ery].aining v~hy the ATaericans are attacked, invented the 
leo-end that North Vietn2Ja invadesSouth Vlerrl2Jila:-1dthatC}llna-foi~:c-e-s-{h-e---

o . 
V'i'etn8-T:8se--people--fo-s-Griiggle - 2.g-ain-s:'~-'the-'AraerTcari·s~---- Then-he -inv-ent ed - the 
tricks o'f es-cilat,-ion'ancrdisc'6ntiiillc:::ti"o'n~or horibihes o'rNorth- Vieinam:~-wlthout · 
·taklng . pa~~s~.o, Jli~~ , n~~, ,_~~n'i~~ei~-:-'s'che~le---or'for63~n50ur-"cow1try -and' China to " . 

- ri~ot_iat e _'vith the' U. S ~bCU;<i~ ts ~-'-li" fs--obvJ __ oUS ':fhaf-tlios~3~~:~glli';lEj~-t,i,~?-re -both 
de ceitful and contradictory -- that the Vietnamese aggress against the 
Vietn~.:·:;~·;3e-and~:fha·Cfh-e--Ariiericans are under attack although their country , in 
1·:hich there is not one s ingle liberation soldier) is separated from Vietnam by 
a Hhole ocean. 

lilt is necessary to re.'Ylind the U.S. authorities that the Vietncrnese nation 
not only has personal experiences hi the struggle against colonialisr,1 and i r..
perialis~,1 , but also has survived and prospered by itself for thousands of years 
before the birth of U.S. capitali sm. In fact, it is necessary to stress ~hat 
the rudely asgressiv8 and Harlike policies and ~cfs '~i '-i:-}·;e- U-:S:' - authorities'~. 
j,n _our - c'oUnIryourL'1g _ the~rast __ Try-ears) espe-cially 'duringtheJ..ast fe~'; ,. <> . 

Il!.0nth~ ha "'{,<::_ er:.as~LJo~_a...1:~l£. time_ theoret~_~~l.'[,_as· i:~,ll ,~---pr.ac~~_c,c:J:.~~,,~he 
temDorarv de.?arcation line at the 17th "Oarallel Hhich divides '!ietna.:l into 
't;'-o~;;~e~-::"nO'rth----andsout:h-~-'-'Our-'c-om~atrlotsin-b'ofhNorth-encCS'outh--
VTetna.r:c" C1dee:-n_-r f)-ne-ce's'sarY--a.>"ld · -consid~r·· '{t--a-s'acred'-(iuty 'to- pay- Oat tention 
to a..~d--sc:ti:fe-cfef:L~l[ely'--Chls'probl'c:l . '-ff-'b clear thatthe 'tr.S~- -aU:thorities 
have intentionallY _fCred-sDol:e -{lares"'"1-rith a vie .. r of escaping the court of 
,'ror ld public opinion, includins that of U. S. public opinion ) which .is severely 
denouncing the U.S. i--:-tperialists as colonialist asgressors and Har cri.'Ylinals 
in Vietn2J:J.. They t hought that :L.'1 so doing they could SOH disunity ins ide 
the steel solidarity bloc of the Afro-Asia.'1 peoples vrho are actively directing 
the spearheads of their attacks at the cO::'u":lon en&llY -- the U.S. iI'nperialists. 
They i·rere) ho':rever , greatly mistaken. 

IIIt is clear t hat 1..'1 -iY'lVentil1.g the leger:d of aggression agaii'1st South 
Vietn2--:l by l!orth Vietn2.:':' , the U. S. a'J.thorities have intentionally concealed 
Co real fact Hh:i.ch has been con.sidered as str:L.~irr.g truth. It is the South 
V· ..:... ...,.... ........ - l' ..., 2...._,....~.!.~ J..Y" 1c,:...1 C) ~.l. 1 -.... .,.' . ~, , #---'-r;-..:--'-- -- ,---l ev .. 2_ .. ese ",eo') e s ~2_v~ _Ov __ C S v~ UOQ-~ _,-, se_-,- ) v,nlcn nas oeen · ... co·, ec. unc .. er 
._--_ .• _------ --"'------- - ----------- - -_._---_ •. • _- -- ---- ---- ----- - <.:> 

'the oa.~~-:er of the-..!'::.?l...SV thc:._'?Ega.~~zation. t hat r epresents the..;' Truly-:-- --Naturally, ,. _._--- --- - . . -----.. - ---, - .- ,. ---'" -- . -.--- ---, 
all dec eitful ar:.d t hreatej1lng actions of the U.S. imp eri al is tsar-e-cO:-.lDletely 
~effective.... • 
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"The E?LSV sternly i'iarns the U. S. ir..perialist,s that if .they stubbornly 
continue to step up aLd enl2..r6e their a.:;gressive , .. ;ar, 31 lllilliO:1 Victn2."'1ese 
people cert2..L'1ly ':rill not toler2..te their c~~:iJ.1es ; th& blood debts should be 
paid for by blood; a:;,d that the U. S. ir~:peri2..list failure will be extre.."'1ely 
12J:lcntable and Hill happen , .. :ithin a shorter period of tine . At p~~ese;;,t , no 
cunning rus c of the U. S. i;':lperic.lists a:1d no reaction2..TY ?O, .. ier in the '.';or ld 
can a':lcliorate their deterioratii"\S deadloc~ situation in South Viek,c.f.1 •.•• 

I: In vim·! of the fact that the U. S. irrtperi2..lists are recklessly ( ?e.llbarkiil[ 
on a :1e'''[ I:',ilitary adventurous step , the ?-:?LSV fir:ds it necessary to assert onc .;: 
aaain the ur.ch2..nged ada.:"'12..'1t stand ancCde{;,-err.1i..natJ'c,nof'-jX'mlllion-South-----
:vlet:n2.;:{es-~~:2~~ople·~.-~Irh:i..c,0. 'VTaS - .cl e·al~l:i-·'staiecC iri the -front: '-s'fi ve' p'olnt staternent 
o,f .. 22 Earch. 'D'1.~ sc:~~h_v2-~~~~~ese- pe_opJ:.e, _2:~s.:_~0.':ir _aI!:necl_ fo.rc.~s 9:re aet.e!,~~·i .. 
mined never to lay do'.m a1'2S before achievi..n8 their basic goal of L'1dependence) 
~emo~~raS'l)_y~e?:~,e-;_~ric(ji~u~£2l.~lti(:-'the·-S·c)uth- VIetne.;nese" pecple ' are"determirieci
to deal thundering blOl'!s onto the heads of the U.S. aggressors and their 
henchf.1en and '\'Till surely achieve final success. At present) 2..l1 negotiations 
i·,ith the U.S. iJ:'.De:dalists are useless if the U.S :-lJIlD-er:L'alist-s -'have not: yef-.... ------ -. "'"----- -------- -- - ------- -.. _- -- - _ .... . __ ._ . -- - -- ... . - -. -, .... -. . - - - _ . .. ... - -------
\';ithdra,'ffi fro2 South Vietn2J!1 2~1 the trooDs and \'T<lr eoui'CT:1.ent 2..'1d means 
1ie19;~g~z.~~~ t)-1~~~ -=~0 _j:.f.e'~~_. ::;~.t_eI .. r~~!:~~-lf --ihe-11iein~~e's~trai -Gors" c-ontinue 
to kneel do';!Yl and offer the U. S. i r.lperi2..lists the South Vietn2J"nese people t s 
s acred right.s concerning L'1deper:.dence and der"ocracy, if the I'WLSV .-- the 
unique l egHiT..ate representative of l4 million South Vie~n2Jnese people -
·rs-··no·t'-e:ilo· .. .red to' n.ise its decisive voice , and if the U.S. imperialists still 
.:refuse to stan air strikes against t he nori}i.ern-par-£-oyou-rC-C;LU:ltry':-I.l-:-~':---- -
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NFLSV RESTATES PEACE COi'IDITImrS AGAINST HILITAHY ESCALATION 

(On SepteITlber 29 Hanoi broadcast in English a state;nent re
l eased on September 25 by t he Presidium of the Central Corr~ittee 
of the NFLSV condernning expanded U.S. and South Vietna;nese 
military operations in Vietnwn and reiterating the Front I s con
ditions for a settl~~ent of t he conflict.) 

" ••• Therefore , the presidium of the NFLSV Central Co:nmittee deems it 
n ecessary to declare-soi~TG~Y once again that if the U.S. imperlaIlBfs-refuse 
to Hithdral;' their trooDs and dism2J1tlc their military bases in South Vietna;n 
butcc:mtinueto- sendm~re {ro'ops"~ancCbuild ne,'I' milltary ba:s-es;re'fuse'-fo~stop 
all Hal' act~_ but continue to use B-521 s and other aircraft a!1d art:rYl ery"f6- 
carFJ out "ranton bombarc:lInents against the South Vietnamese people, if they refuse 
to stop using chemicals .and other l ethal gases ~ refuse to stop their bloody 
r epression of unarmed peoplets demonstrations and definitively put an end to 
their public execution or other acts of murder of prisoners of "[ar , political 
detainees as well as d~'Ilonstrators, if they do not respect and impl~'11ent the 
195h Geneva agreements on VietnClJ'l1 in the spirit of r especting the inde~~?~.~.~~ 
ruld sovereign£;y-Qf-fheS'CiUthVlet.ne:meseneopl.e, and leavin.9, the latter alone to 
settle t heir Ovlll affB:.ir~ i f they persist ,in their stubborness, there can be 
no contact nor political solution "rith them. I t is :impossible to have conditions 
leading to a r eal and guara.i"lteed pe9,ce in South Vietnam as l ong as t he South 
Vietnamese army and people have not yet completely defeated the U.S . aggressors 
and completely liberated their country •••• 11 
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RETYPED 

FBIS 50 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

NFLSV SPOKESHA.N IN ALGIERS 

PARIS PIP in English 1346z 20 Dec 65 E 

(Text ) Algiers-A.. leading member of the South Vietnam National Liberation 
Front, Huynh Van Tam, said here today there is no question of negotiating 
a peace settlement in South Vietnam as long as it is occupied by the Americans. 
Huynh Van Tam, "\<Tho expressed his faith in final Victory, sl),id his National 
Liberation Front nOl-r occupies four-fifths of Vietnam, containing 11 million 
out of 14 million inhabitants. 

He said: All negotiation vith the Imperialists "-TOuld be absolutely useless 
at this time as long as they have not wi thdra"lID all their troops and all the ir 
war material and those of the ir satellites outside South Vietnam. 

Referring to recent statements by U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, Huynh 
Van Tam warned against, fallacious American.declarations of peace. All such 
declarations always had been follOl·led by a ne\{ U. S. "\<Tar effort, he said, he 
added that Vietnam had knOlID 31 days of ' peace in 25 years of struggle. 

Huynh Van 'l'am claimed that in one month, bet"Heen 15 October and 15 November, 
the National Liberation Front had destroyed more than half the nlunber of planes 
and more than all the enemy tarL"ks put out of action in the first nine ' months of 
the year. He v~s giving a press conference under the auspices of the Algerian 
National Liberation Front) during the Algerian-Vj.etnarnese Solidarity "'eek . 

Speaking of French President Charles De Gaulle, he said the ~WLSV appreciated 
the realistic positions he adopted) he added : OUY position vis-a-vis France is 
very clear : 1t7e consider President De Gaulle's position on the South Vietnamese 
problem to be r ealistic . Here, in Algiers, I'le have relations "\<Tith the French 
Embassy . ,We do not consider France to be a satellite of the United States. 

He said he had never had discussions or official or unofficial meetings with 
representatives of President Johnson or of U.S. satellite coun~ries. He charged 
that Britain, though not the British people, (word indistinct) in the forefront 
of American satellites. It "\<Tas followed by countries that sent mercenaries to 
Vietnam or helped the U.S. "\<Tar effort: these "Jere Australia, New Zealand, 
Thail&~d, Japan) South Korea) Nationalist China) and so forth) he said. 

20 Dec l524z RVl/ AC 

207 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

FBIS 43 

LIBERATION RADIO ON Bm~ING SUSPENSION 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

LIBERATION RADIO ( CLill~ESTlNE) I N VIETN~ffiSE TO SOUTH VIETNAM 
AT 2330 GMT ON 10 JANUARY 1966 CARRIES A SIX-MINUTE COMMENTARY 
ENTITLED "THE MONK ' S CLOAK BEARING THE U. S. TRADElviARK CAl".l1'JOT COVER 
UP THE TRUE NATURE OF A BRIGAND, WHICH HAS NCXI)' BEEN REVEALED. " 

THE COMMENTARY SAYS: "THE U.S. AGGRESSIVE CHIEFTAINS HAVE 
RECE]'\lTLY I NITIATED THE SO-·CALLEDTEf\1PORARY SUSPENSION OF BOMBING 
OF NORTH VIETNAM TO CREATE CONDITIONS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THIS IS 
A SORT OF U.S, -LABELLED MONK'S CLOAK DONl\TED BY CHIEFTAIN 
JOHNSON IN AN AT TEMPI' TO COVER UP THE U. S. IMPERIALISTS ' NE\.I)' DARK 
PLOTS AND ACTIONS ." 

LIBERATION RADIO COl\1TlNUES "AT PRESEJ.llT, THE UNITED STATES 
WANTS TO USE THE 'l'EMPORARY SUSPENSION OF BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM 
AS A CONDITION FOR TH'E NORTH.' VIETNAMESE PEOPLE'S WITHDRAWAL OF 
SUPPORT FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAl'1ESE COM.PATRIOTS. THE CUJ'Il1'JING U. S. 
MANEUVER IS TO MAKE US TAKE THE AGGRESSORS FOR THOSE ATTACKED . " 

" IN INITIATING THE SO-CALLED TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF BOMBING OF 
NORTH VIETNAM, " THE COMMENTARY CONTINUES, "THE UNITED STATES 
EXPECT S TO REAP WHAT IT HAS NOT OBTAINED ON THE BATTLEFIELD . 
FOR THIS REASON, mULE SHOUTING THAT THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM HAS 
BEEN TEMPORJLRILY SUSPENDED TO CREATE CONDITIONS FOR NEGOTIATIONS, 
THE UNITED S~rATES HAS STRIVEN TO DOUBLE ITS MILITARY EFFORTS IN 
SOUTH VIETNAl\1. AS EVERYONE KNOvJS, WHILE CARRYING OUT THE SO-CALLED 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM, THE UNITED STATES 
HAS HAD ITS AIRCR.AF'T INfENSIFY THEIR ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM." 

. LIBE:RATION RADIO CONCLUDES : "THESE FACTS ARE ENOUGH TO SHOW 
US THAT 'l'RE PEACE DOVE OF JOHNSON IS REALLY THE DECEITFUL 
MANEUVER OF A MEAT-EATING MONK . BECAUSE IT IMPLIES A NEd PLOT 
TO ESCALA'fE THE WAR OF THE U. S • . IMPERIALISTS . THE MONK ' S 
CLOAK OF SUSPENSION OF BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM TO CREATE COJ'l!lHTIONS 
FOR NEGOTIATIONS CANNOT COVER UP THE TRUE NATURE OF AU . S . 
BRIGAND, WHICH HAS BEEN COj\.1PLETELY EXPOSED 0 

11 JAN 0815Z' MfD/GS 
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S O U T H V IETNAM 

3 February 1966 

NFLSV WILL NOT RECOGNIZE U. N. DECISIONS 

Hanoi VNA International Service in English 1749 GMT 2 February 1966--B 

(Text ) Hanoi, 2 February--The NFLSV today declared that the United Nations has no 
right to decide on problems of the South Vietnaillese people and that it "¥Till consider 
all decisions of the U. No Security Council on Vietnam as null and void. In a statement 
made by its Central Conmittee spokesman and r el eased by South Vietnam LIBERATION PRESS 
AGENCY , the NFLSV said: 

According to vlestern reports, on 31 J anuary, right after sending planes to r esunle the 
bombing of North Vietnam, the U.S. authorities requested a meeting of the UoN. SecQYity 
Council so that they could present a complete r eport on Vietnam and a resolution which 
might open the door to negotiationso 

This is an arrogant and perfidious move of the U.S. imperialists. By resuming its air 
raids against North Vietnam, after failing in their peace efforts farc e , the UoSo 
imperialists once again crudely challenged the Vietnamese people and all of pea ce-loving 
and justice-loving mankind . Yet , they try to gloss over their unjust act by asking 
the convening of the U. N. Security Council, att empt ing to use this organization to 
spread their fallacious good will for peace, slander the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Vi etnam, and distort the just struggle for nati.onal salvation of the 
South Vietnamese people in the service of their schemes and acts of increas ing and 
wideni"ng the v.rar. 

During the pause in the bombing of North Vietnam, to open the "¥ray for negotiation, 
the U. S. imperialists continued to send reconnaissance planes to make r epeated 
encroachments upon the airspace of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam , s ent 13,000 
additional UoS. troops to South Vietnam, increas ed raids and massacres, and committed 
many neiv crimes against the South Vietnamese people 0 

At the same time they used the U.S . Air Force for intensive bombings of the liberated 
areas of Laos, instigated the Thai and South Vietnamese puppet armies to launch 
repeated provocative attacks against the border areas of the Kingdom of Cambodia; 
and made active preparations to increase and expand the war in Indochina . 

All the aforesaid acts of the U. S. imperialists have laid bare the essence of the 
so - called U. S. peace efforts and have been condemned by public opinion allover the 
world . Decidedly, the U. S. imperialists cannot use the UoN . Security Council to cover 
up the truth and justify their schemes and acts of aggression in South Vietnam, 
still less to negate the South Vietnamese people ' s right to self-determination and 
force them into submission . 

The NFLSV energetically condemns the UoS . ir~erialists ' bombing of North Vietnam, 
i ntensification of the aggressive war in South Vietnam and Laos, and their attacks 
of provocation and sabotage against Cambodia. The U. S. imperialists must bear full 
responsibility for all the extremely serious consequences arising from their acts . 

The ~WLSV resolutely exposes before public opinion the perfidious attempt of the U.S. 
imperialists to hide under the U. N. banner to intensify their war of aggression in South 
Vietnam and sabotage the Democratic Republic of Vietnam . 
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SOUTH VIETNAM 

The rWLSV solemnly declares that the United Nations has no right at all to decide 
problems of the South Vietnamese people . The front will consider all deci sions of 
t he U.No Secur ity Council on Vi etnam as null and void and as an act of Encroachment 
on the principles of independence , sovereignty , unity , and territorial integrity of 
Vietnam "\vhich were guaranteed by the 1954 Geneva agreements on Vietnam . 

The only correct solution to restore peace in South Vietnam i s that the U.S. 
i mperialists must ,vithdravl all troops and weapons of the U. S. and its sat ellites 
from South Vietnam, dismantle all U.S. military bases there , and let the South 
Vi etnamese people settle by themselves their own i nternal affairs . 

Should the U.S. imper ialists r efuse to abandon their aggressive ambition , they "I·rill 
i n no way be able to avoid complete and most i gnominious failure , vTbatever barbarous 
and perfidious maneuvers they may resort to. 
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SOU'l'H 'VIETHAH 

21 July 1966 

NFLSV PRESIDI1.J1.1 f .. AILS PRESID21i'I' EO'S APP2AL 

Llberation Radio ( Clandestir.e) in Vietna;.;ese to South Vietna!'\ 0590 G:,lT 20 July 1966--s 

(S outh Vidnat:l 1:ationa 1 Lib er?t ion Front /llFLSV/ CcntY'al Cc=Htce Presic iU;-l state:r:ent , 

20 July) 

(Tcxt ) On 17 July Prcsidc:1t Ho called 0:1 the cOJ:1Da triots and cor:\batants thr-o u.:;hou t the 
country to step up resolutely the resistance war asainst the U.S. i nper i a list asgressors , 
to protect the north, to libe:-ate the south , and to advance t o',,'ard tl; e r eunj.ficat i on 
of the c ountry. Pre sic!ent Eo s a id: . . For the sake of thc fa t.herl and ' s indeper.dence 
and out of a sense of dut.y toward the pcoplcs who are strugglir.g against U.S; i npet i alisrn , 
all of our p eop le and co:::bat2.nts are uni~~E:d a:1d . of one r;lind, are not afraid of sacri.fl.ces 
and hardships, and arc deter~ined to fi~lt. until co~plete vict.ory. 

Also on 17 July, President 1[0 orderE: d pa~tial! nobilization in:the n orth in order to 
step up the resista nce war. ~he !WLSV warQly respo~ds to the appeal of Pres id ent 
Ho, the l eader of all , the people , and regards~ this appeal as a reflection of our people's 
stand , Hill, and aspirations. The H7 LSV warnly accl ail~s this . nc',{ I:i'f or t of t he nort:1el'n 
people, in c ontribution to the sacre d anti-U.S. nationa l s~lvation struggle of the 
ent ire p eop l e . 'l'llis is a tre rr:er:dous cnc ouragencnt fe r the south ern (; or.pa triats on the 
anti-U,S. frontl.i ne . The nFLS'i i.s de ep ly grateful to our nort·horn cor.:patr i. ots for til e 
unreserved support.of the b e loved north for South Vietnam . 

The entire people and Liberation Arm~d ~or~e5 in South Victna~ are resolved to devote 
all of thei.r D<lter i a l and noral stre ngth to [1.11fi11ing tbe::.r duty to the f athe rl and : 
Defend th~ north, 15.berat<:! .thc::~outh, . and l.;eunify - ~.b: ,· ceunt['~·. '..'1'(1).5 :l.s · a s 2. cred ·. ::: ' .. ... 
duty a!1d a hi£h h o£'.or , The s ou;;11e1'n con;ba tants and p e op lc, i'iho do not spare the ir 
blood , are r e solve d to fuIfi!l that duty at any c ost. 

'l"ne U.S . i mperialists arc plunging nore deep l:v int o the criDina l W2r of aC;,Gl'cssion in 
Vietnam, After being defea ted i n their special'war , t"ey have . ~entU.S, 2nd s a t ~ llit e 

trooRs ·.to otclipy . S Oi.l th Vi e tn2.D brazenly and h 2ve intens ifjedand esc2.12.ted thc ;la1' of 
destruction asalnst North Vietnan, Tiley h a ve even atta ck~d the Ha noi .. and Ha iphong arC2S. 
In Sout~\ Vietna!:! , they have oecupied f:1.;:;,ny cities ar:d t err itories of our f atherlal:d , u sed 
all kind s of \·reap ons t o Jd.l }' our pe ople, and applied the scorched-e<:\rth "burn all , ki11 
all, destroy all" p olicy . Tiley h2ve killed old 2S \·iel l as y our:g people aY1d Den as h'el l 
as Ho~en :!.n b::th t.he cities ar~d rura l are2S . Wors e still, tr:e y .have killed innocent 

.children . 

In North Vietnam , they have i ndiscriQinately bo~~~d and str2fe c! hospita ls , sch ools, 
f actories , d i kes , and d2ms in order to sow Dourning and de struc tion, and thereby f orce 
our p eop le to submit. In the world , they have prOfess e d the ~ill for pe ace nesotiations 
to fool p ublic opinion ar:d c ::>ncea l their extrer~e ly r uthless , bY'2z en , ·'[ 2.rto;~Sc:::' i!".6, 

a ggressive face s . But, our pe op le a::'e de ter2ined not to subnit , nor are th e y l et ting 
theIT!s elves be fo oled by the U.S. i r..9cri.a lj.st s 
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S OUTX VIE'I'i:M: 

The So~th V!etna~ese people, wh o have lors nurt~red a deep hatred f or the U,S. 
ae:r;ressors , are r'~solved !1 of; to tolerate tr.ei:l or live with then u nde.>:' the sa r.:e s:·:y. 
Rivers may run dry and Glour.tains t\2~' '.·Iear a·,,/o.:,,-, but the oath of deterr.1i.nation not 
to s erve as slaves of the aggressors taken years ago still re Gains fresh in t he 
ninds of the South Vietna~ese people. As rno~ths and y ears go by , it will beco~e 

eve:! Dore resounding .' 

Tne South Vietnanese people , together with the people throu~hout tr,e c ou.:ltry , are 
deternined to figl,t the Ai:1cricans until cOQ.plete victory , even though they ha're to 
f iSh t for 5, 10 , or 20 years, or l onger. LH:e the pe ople throughout the CO lL'! try, 
the South Vietnamese people ardently cherish peace . To our people ~ peace means 
that not a single U. S , aggressor or mercenary renains on Vietna~ese soil t o provoke 
.Iar aCains t our peopl e . This is the only I-: ay t o res tore peace. As long as t he " 
U. S . ir.lperlali.sts cling to our country , the South Vi etnc,r.lese \-iill continue to fiz;ht 
t hem until independence and d emocrac y are achieved and peace is accordingly 

established . 

Respo~din8 to President Ho rs appea l , the people and the Liberation Armed Force s i~ 
S~uth Vietnam aee deternined to stri.ve to learn fron the northern people, to er,ulate one 
another in scoring <" chievenents in 2.11 fields, and to step up the national s a lvation 
resistance t!aI', The so~thern a~ny and people are dcterr~i11ed to marc~ for~lard Ul'G8Iltly 
.t o anni.hilate and I-:hittle do;:n many tlo!'e fo):'ce s of the U. S . and 'puppet ar;ny, and 
in the ic©cdiate future to score the greatest victories in all activities during 
the current rainy .sea}()]}.!-__ 

The southern a:T,y and people are d e teri::ined to overcone all diffic'til ties a nd 
hardships to bui.ldup their forces i n all field s , enthusiastically 'step up the 
tlOVenent to join the liberatior. ar;;]y , or c:fer free labor , or join shock youth 
t ear.s in order to contribute to the victory . The southern army a~d people are 
dete::';;]ined to maintain and expand tr~e liberated areas , to cling to their land and 
houses , to strive for an inc!'ease in produc tion, and to foil th e pacification pl an 
of the U.S . aggressors a~d their lackeys. 

The southern u'rban'p00ple arc deter'Dine d to strenethen ar:d broaden uri ity, build ' up a 
s trong force , ste p up the struGgle against the:U.S . imperialists and their laclceys 
t o achi.~ve national and de~ocratic rights and vital interests, obliterate the 
o ppressive nachinery right in tr.e heart of the cities , and be ready to take advantaee 
of opportuZ1ities to score sreat achi,eve r:lcn ts . 

Our arr:lJ- and people are victoriously fightinG agains t the U.S. i mpel'ialists and 
t heir l aclceys and will certainly win co~ple te viCtOI7. The resistance ~ar of ou~ 
anlies a:-"d people is r..akin; big leaps for··';2.rd . The situat ion at hose and abr':><ld 

i s v ery favo:'a"::>le for us . Our ar;:l:t' and people will certainly defea t the U.S. 
i mperialists , as they once defeated the Japanese fascists and the French colonialists. 

S igned : The li?LSV Cent::'2.1 COi.!.~! itte e Presidi~z:1 , South Vietnan , 20 July 1956. 
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SOU T H VIETNAH 

22 AUGt.:s t i 966 

('l'cxt) }i<w::>i , 22 At.:S~i:5t:--'l'r.C' spc,k!Cs:12.n o f thc COr:J.1ission for E:(tcr':ul R(·l;;t.ic~s 

of the Sou:;n ""/'ictna::: l~Ci tion8.}~ r~i"c>·~r:! tiort F:-';~H.: (HE-'LS'V ) iss\.l~c. 2. s tc~'tcserit O~ 
19 AUGust st.r'cnC;l:{ conclc:cn::.n.:; t.h e so-;".l::'cd pe·)c~ initi2.ti.ve of t!1E: .hssGci2.'cio·n: of 
Sc>ut.hc:;:tst t.si.~, (ASA) cO~ltries rc;.:>.rdinZ 2. s::>luti.cn t::> the Vietnar:-. p!";)ble~, The 
statc!.\ent . ;-el<,);:J.sed by t he South Vietr,?r.l LIBS?J,Tl8[i PReSS AGt:\i'-;! , s~id; 

As is kno'..r.l t::> e '.' c:-:(o?d:,' .. each tir..e the U.S, i!:lpc:'ii;.li sts take 2. P.~;': step i!'1 
c):p? ndin5 t l-".cir :·;ar 0: 8[,Sr'esslon. in Ind::>:.hii/:l J pa.~"· ~ic'J].arly in SOt.ith Vi.(;!::rv~:'! J ' they 
sta[;e a nel-i pC3.ce farc<') in an 2. ttenp: to clisleJ.d pdblic opi.nio:1 end ~;iti[;~ te the \of:'" t!1 

of th e Victn8:';cse P~()r'.l'3; t':1<: people in the U:1ited St2.tes, and oth~C' pecce-lo\'inc:; 
people 'of the l-:o;old. 

In a f C\01 noaths, t?1e st<:.co::c:e:-;1., ',;e:~t on, the chlef ;:~r cri!:1ir,2ls , ,Tohn so:'. , Hd:2~,<"C'd , 

and thdr 2ccoc;plicC5, !12.ve introduco::d int.,o South Vict::ar.! so,:;:,! 10,000 <,. sdition~l 

U,S. tr'oops, They <,.re pr'ep2.r':':~G b incre2.se the n;,t-:1'be:' of U .. S, tro0ps i!: this are" 
to 400 ,000 , 500 , 000, or even Dore by the end cf this y22r . Besides, thej have pushed 
th~ir car' escal~!ti::n .... ~Xl. l'~ot~th -Victn?.:1 t o a very d;2.nr; e :'o~s dc[;:,ee by co~(:'in{; sever2.}. 
al'ea.s :i.n the! PC!"iP:-lC:',)" of H'3.noi aad F.a.ipho:\;. 

The s Llte:-,C:1t s tl'Ol1Z;;J.y dcncun~ec1 the "i.llfu!. U. S . Ser'i2.nts in 'Yn2.':'12.;-,.d , the 
P'nilip;.>in c 5 , 2.nc; r-:213~-sia ' for con'~ributi:1'::; t.o the U. S. a.;,;ressive HJ.:' in Viet::cD 
\J:tilc b:-ut2.11:r :-epr"cssi::.S th e r.11)\"e::l~:1ts f or genuine i r.c~~~:1c!er\ce a:-lQ pe-3.ce at hG::1e, 
It p0i~ted ou~· that tr.c 'llh2.i ruJ.ins circleS , \.i:---D2.re !'"lQlsily c~~p.:j,:';!1ir.~ for a 
pC2ce c ~~fere~8e of ~sia~ cou~t~ics J· are a=t~al1y th05~ ~h o have b~e~ GOfot ze~l0usly 

scrvint; the aC;Z:-'e3si.vc U:S .. pl3.:1 s in sO'.lt~e3.st Asi2 . '!'r.. e:r have nOC.:Jfi.l;/ se;1t Thai 
r2l.o'.l and air' force ur:it.s t o So~~h Vietr.8:.t t::> t-?!-:c part i:1 the UcS. ~."?r' hIlt also 
of fe:-eci =3 11 o f ThaiJ.-?!""",d to the U .. S; D:tp::~'i:l:!..is7;SJ t U:-:li :1[; the:'~ C0 11:1~r ~' i:1to a ht.:.c;e 
U ll S. b2SC .of 2[;t;r2;:;si0:1 a;ai..'"1st Vic~;-~ e.::·~ a:1d other cou:--:t.;-'ies in Indo:;:i~2. ar.c 

southeast Asi~ ... 

'l'he statt~~:\e!1~ C Q:1tL'1l~~C~: It is t;r.us st i:-i.: clear t!i2t th~ ASJ·. pe:lc-:! i;--~i. ~;i::,.:ive is 
but a:lot~cr' p~dC2 fd~=e of t~c ty;~ al~~~dy s~2~ed by t~c JOhnso~-Da~~~~s~ c].i~ue 
~.:Lr:leci ::t sC:·l.,'i~~ th~ U.S c scr..~::\2s o:~ \,"2.:- t:I.}:"a:-tsio:--'. a;-.c ~~ter:.si:."icatio::. a62 . .!.~: S~ t!:2 
Vietn~~::-,csc P2:);>:L~ a:1·:! 0th'2!' p2!)r ·: ~5 in Asia .. ?r .. e J..S~ pedce pr:;p.,,:s21 cc-.l3..s f o :," 
s,:= ttl~:cn~ of Asia!"'~ ;f.:':J812;:-~s by ~(si2.:;'s , b:'lt. in fact. it se:'ves th~ c::';;.ssi(! U .. S~ 

policy o~ uS:":'G Asi;;:-'..s to fi &"n..t~ ;'. Slc..!1S . Tna~ i s 'r;:t~,. SC'te:.--al Asi2.:1 c~i.!..'1t:-ies ~?.ve 
st e!~n}y c Or1d~~:ted ~nc. r'(>Jcc te-:f :hc- p::'opc5?.1 .. 

The sta~-::::"'.c:lt. stress~c! : T':-~~ ir?1 .. S~1 

lo~~ ~s the U.S. i~pe~i21ists h~v~ 

o::.'.;~ aGai ::. re2. f :'ir--c-.s its i~..I-:ov2.~l~ s~::ind tr~a :. $.) 

not reco~~izc~ the So~~h. Vi~t~ · l ~~S~ p~o~lcr~ l~~~' ....... ...... - . . ....... -.- - l J ........ -v ... · 

r iE:ht t c i n.::c~) c~:!·~~::c . ;.:~~()c!"':;;~:;J peZl(!C 1 n~ut:-81ity, 2.:1d r: a tic:1al re:;':l~!'ic~ti~:- r\ , so 

l O:l.E as t?"! c/ h2.ve r'~ot ~':~c~2.~ej all !.I .. S 2:1::: s2.:'ellitc t:,o.J·;'s a:"'..= ticap;):ts :-:.;;~:: Soct:1 

V:!.et ?'1~:1 2.~~ c.i.s~.( .. :1:1c~ J.~!. ~:1'2i:, ::\:'li:~:':{ b2se5 in :r_~s a~ca I so 2o::-~3 as :h2Y :-:c','e 
not rc,::o·::1 ~: cc! t :;£! ~r~\;" S1 25 t0~ 0:-11:: b(:~·l :.;i:-: ·~ r~p:,o;,;3·::-:1~.).ti·iC of the S~ :_:~:; · '!i~~ :--'.2.~~eS e 

peopl e . 2~1 so lo~C as t~:cy have not le~ t11~ SOl!~h V~~~~2~2SC p~~pl~ s~~~le ~~ 2i r 

i rlt~~~~l ~ff2i~s th~~s~:~~~ , t~~~c ~ill ~0 ~o 8~~~l~0 ;02~e in 
c on~CI~e~ce~ O~ ~hc S=~t~l ~~e ~~?~: iS5~e ~i ll b~ ~~ll a~d void . 
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After reiteratinG t~ e South Vicfn~r:~esc people's de ter:7l:n.a·t 5.0il- t'O 'c ar :":/ t:lrou[;h · 
to the e"d their re:;i;:;t?]"Lcc igo:!inst the U.S. a05ressio:" { OL' natic:1a1 salvation, 
the statcc.ent strc::;::;,:·;l: A':'."j ,) o2.ce fl',n:cs of the U.S. 35Gressors a:<c tr.eir 
s atellites , i. .... lchld::.:1L the so-calL"d A::;ian pe ace cO<1fcrencc pro;Jos(';.: 'Jy 7hOliland 
at U.S. in sti[;atio:1 , ~:i1l end in 1cno~linicus .fail m'c . 

I'j'RI-THI~(r PRO'!INC.ES URGED TO FIGH.T EARD::'l 

Liberatio:! Radio (Cl andestine ) in VietnaC'.cse to Sc.uth Vietn~\r., 0)00 c;.~T 
i9 ~ugus{ 1966--s 

(Excerpts 1 Quant Tri a!\d Tr,u2. Thie'n are the t-'"'o nOl'ti~,:'=-:n::-,o:;t provinces l:,'inr; 
close to the soct~her'n s'ido of the tel'".;Jo:'2.r;border.Tilc U.S. aCf,ressors a:1d 
their lackc:J's ha\'e atte.'ipteC: 2.11 ruthless :',nd .i..'lsid.io~::; :~lots : 0 tr.ansfor::-. the 

' 'l'ri-Thlen Pl'ovi.."1~e:; int·o an absolutely safe area for th"::,, . · Asic e [rOLe the police, 
civi1. g~l~rds'; and Ro:n2;~r fo z'ce s , thc~' have stationed ti:e ?irs~ Infantr-y D::'vis ion 
of t he pUP;Jct arr,~y in t!le ?ri-'l'~.i(:n ap~2 in addit ·io:1 to O-!:le ·a!"':~o!-7d :-e::;ine:--lt, 
four U.S. Earinc battalio:1s, 2...'1G l'cccnd:i, t!"\ree 'to fiv e air;:,"o:ne ,,'nj [;arbe 

. .. ~ 

' . batt a lio:1s of the puP?et .ar2jC I s senec'al reser";e ' iil it.:h (-,ave ":leen regularl~' 

._~. -deplo~ieci irl the ?ri':'Tnien ·th~at·er ')f' \-;2.r. A net;,:ol-'k of pos·t.s dot th·e 2.!"e2 fr'o ::1. 
Rout e 1 a:1d Route 9 to j.ntc=-:-pro·.'inciaJ. ,'oads . "r,!or.e.cwer, t!";e U.S. 2.5[;·resso=-:s 

. have built special forc~s c an~s 90~nandcd ~irectly by the A~~ric~ns alo~~ t i:e 
Vlethaocse-Laotio.n bor~~~. 

In conJt;.nction ',ith the i":l'ilital;Y r;:eas'..~es , the U.S. 2.c;sre~Sor5 and trH~ir lac~:eys 
'0 have resorted to bl'i.bery 2.n:1 flo. tteQ to buy orf thc people .of rri··T::l.e::. , 
'. particCllal' ly Utos e ',i:,O live close to the dCt."carcation iine. Ho\-;evcl', the 

',.' in' . ·t}-l ~ ::lIe 0'" ,.,,, ',, .,;" T~l :'n' ;.. ' ''',~ ,",,'p ,,' an~ - .. - - ' ,., .. ' '"' t.f ,-h" f 00.11 au .... c peO,! . .!. ~ ...... c. .... 0 J. c..l G .... !,Uc~ .... dl.:..n ...... e .. ..:...nc, _H ~.:ln ...... v('. .~. [-:Jug . . v 0 

att2.ckini',; the enc .. ,y , ha':e bravely novec! ar,ca:l to \·/a;3;2 politic?l a:1d ar;::ed 
.: : :··.struG.Gl~s c.t tc.t: scr.:e tip..e ar-!d .a~e ~!5..n.n.in.; £:re?ter and i;!'cate·r · S1J.Ccc·-sses. tflit!": 
'~rdent patrioti~~ , . ~~e ~eo;JlE and youth in Hue h ave ri~en ~o f a ce th~ enesy 

. .. ~~ · ·· with for,,::> of strt!;gle r2.r1Gin5 fro::1 [lCCti=~g5 ar:c C:e~onstr2.tion.5 to denOL...iCe 
. _ the en~ r.'~:r r 5 cri::1es to· a!" l::ed o8cu;> a: io!1. of t:-re Ht:e br-:.ad.castii~z st2.tion, the_ 

~ j: ' ransca~inG of the U,S . ~ntorcat ion office 2~d the U.S. CC~ 5ulate . and 
def. onstrz.ticns to .der.a:12. tr.~t the A1:~cri(;ans go ho~:c a::.d th2.t the 'l'ri.ieu-K.:r . cliqt~e 

be o·verthrO"dTt. Pro::l to· .... ":1S 2..;1C r.n'::l.ici~al5.~:'e:) to !"'i.l :'3. 1 2.~ e2S J Success:i~;e 

politic a l 5~ruceles ha~e erupted to ~heck the blooiy ha~ds of the enc~y~·. , 
':':-.. 

: ;~:The guer-rill2. ',~:i.rf2,:,e ~{hich 1125 be er. vigo:'ously deyelo;Jec in '.:::\e ::-.ok,'.;aL-;ol.!s 
:~.~ arC2S 2.S ~~11 25 itl c,'1e lC~.fla.::. ds ar.d ccastal re.:;ic:1 r:2S de li\:crec st~":1:1i!"1; ::'10 1,'; 5 

·to the encC'<r's c.c3.d .. fI an% , a:-~d b ac~: . Ti:.e guerrillas ha'ie not c~'11y su:,ro~~~~C J 
encroached c:: 

..... . 
posts such a~ 

:., J: illed do::c:ls 

~hc C~CGyts te~ritorJ .ane fc~c ed hiG to ~ithdra :l frc~ s o~e· 

the A Luoi outpost i~ ~estern Th~a ~hien , 2~d s~ipcd a~ a~j 

of h::-'.cr"icCL"1S 2.t ?b.u £--21 e2:h !1o:-!th, bu~ ha.~iC: also re;t!l2.:-1y 
· .. -:";.~~_-. a~ttackcd t!~e \..·ic~:e(! sclf-c0:'2::~e~:2~ in the su~po::-t. of au.:'" ~o::--\p2.t.r· iots li'iiiLz; 

1.'1- strateGi c h2.~l€?ts .. Ti:e [~~rril12s 2r1.:i resio~al trov;>s ha'ic also 12.L:;-.ch~':: 
.: . .-suc~es~i ·"'~ ntt2.c ;·:S 2£;ainst ROute 9 c::!j a:2i.':S~ r.ilit;tl"'j-~ CC;1\'O,:/S on the D2. ~;2 :t':: 

.. .. Hue EiC;~~:J.:", :-.a\"e cest:"oj-cd b:--idC2S 4:!nc1 a~t2c~cCC !'2ii:~o=--~c:::ents ccr.-.i:12: ~ o :'2!)2.i~ 

the 1Jric~:c:s O~:' roJ.cs, 2nd r.2·~"e r~t:\.~l2.:"ly 5hcll~d tr:8 c~;.e~:,,.1 s ::1ilitar:,p s\J~-~ecto:'. 
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minute film interview made August 27 with NBCls Sander Van-

Ocny', and Tran Haoi Nam,. NLF representative in Algiers ) the 
i 11 ~ : 

follOi"li.ng points \-1ere 'developed: 

a. Pt=:.ac:e.·· According to Tran, real peace can only come 

to Viet-Nam when the U.S. and its allies wlthdra~ all their 

troops and dismantle their bases. Until then the South 

Vietnamese people resolve never to give in. 

b. /1. .~~.~.~~~~~~~E!.. - The U.S ~ ta lles of pea ce and negotia tions 

but each time it is preparing to send more reinforcements to 

escalate the war. At the same time U.S. rulers try to fool 

world opinion by blaming ~he Vietnamese people for not 

negotiating. The U.S. is attempting to change its~~ositi~n 
, . . 

of weakness on the battlefield to a position of strength at a 

conference table. This is a move to cover U.S. \veaknesses 

and to hoodwink U.S. public opinion • 

colonial governne:nt; to fo rm a coalition of all eleftlents ii.1 
'-. 

South Vietnamese life and hold general elections; to set up 

a progressive deUlocl'2CY; this unaligned government \-,1Ould 

. : 
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esta~lish diploma tic relations with all governments in the 

spirit of the Bandung Conference, and would accept aid from 

all countries; it· would desire to live in peace with its 

neighbors. 

d. Unification of the t"l'lO Viet-Nams '4 The Front starlds 

for gradual unificatiori by discussions and negotiations beb~een 

the b~o zones~ It would hold elections with this in mind, the 

same elections spoken of before. Organized general elections 

are not possible as long as the U.S. does not withdraw its 

presenceo 'fhe present electi~n plan is a political bluff and 

w1.l1 not be recognized by- the Liberation Fronto 

eo Pris~one,£~,,, As long a s the U.S. cloes not recognize 

,the Liberation }'J:ont ) it.is not possible to discuss the exchange 

or re1ea~e of prisoners. 

Heetings ,·lith U.S 0 Officials ~, Leaders of the Front __ . __ ~b. ___ -.._..,. .... ~ __ :w_. __ , __ ... ~ ___ _ 

have never . . met Hith UoS. officials .. He consi.der any U.S .. 

proposal for meethlgs now as a cover up for the aggress :tve' plans 

of President Johnson and' his. intentions to hooo\-;rink U.S 0 and 

world opinion. 

g. 1954 Geneva Accords •. 1"'ne essential spirit of the 

1954 Geneva agrec8cntsrecognizes the independence , sovereignty 
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and territorial unity of Viet-Nam. While the NLF did not 

participate in the Accords and is not bound by them , neverthe-

less the NLF is in agreement vii th the basic principles of the 

Geneva Accords because they r epresent the just aspirations of 

the Vietnamese people. 

h. Postscript - Tran Haoi Nam added at this point in 

the interview his thanks to thos e members of the intelligentsia , 

workers , students , and religious groups in the U.S. who 

manifest and have manifested soliC\ari ty iyith the struggle of 

the Vietnamese people. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) NBC News Huntley-Brinkley Report, 8/31 1945 
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SOU T H VIETNA M 

14 September 1966 

BURCHETT I NTERVIE'N'S NFLSV PRESIDIUM HEAD 

Liberation Radio ( Clandestine) in Vietnamese to South Vietnam 1000 G~IT 
13 September 1966--s 

(Text ) On 25 August , Australi an journalist Burchett met vrith l avryer Nguyen Huu 
Tho, chairman of the NFLSV Central Committee Presidium, in a place in the liberated 
area of South Vietnam . During this meeting Australian j ournali st Burchett inter 
vi e"red Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho about the development of the "rar in South Vietnam 
and about the policies and line of the NFLSV, the only true leader of 14 million 
South Vietnamese people in the struggle against U.S. aggr ession. Here are the 
questions and answers of this interview: 

Question: Since the day the Americans started their military buildup in South 
Vietnam and escalated their air war of destruction to North Vietnam, have the 
basic combat objectives of the NFLSV been changed? 

An SIver : Our unchanged combat obj ecti ves are: to completely defeat the 
aggressive war of the U.S. imperialisfs'; to overthrOiv the Saigon puppet authori
ties ; to set up a wide nand democratic national coalition goverl1..ment composed of 
r epresentatives of the people from all strata, all nationalities, all religions, 
all pOlitical parties, and patriotic p~rsonalities ; to r estore the sacred national 
rights of the South Vietnamese people ; to achieve independence and democracy; to 
improve the living conditions of the South Vietnamese people ; and to achieve 
peace, neutrality , and national unification. 

The intensification and wi dening of the aggressive "ivar by the U.S. imperialists 
has demonstrated that our previous assessment of the U.S. imperialists ' nature 
and plans is completely correct. Since nothing is more precious than independence 
and freedom , we feel i t impossible to detach ourselves from these basic combat 
obj ectives, no matter hOlv savage the U.S. i mperialists ' means of war are and no 
matter how cunn~ng their political tricks are. All the people and armed forces 
in South Vietnam are determined to fight and fight strongly. Fina l victory will 
surely be our s . 

Question: Is it true that the introduction of U.S. and satellite troops into 
South Vietnam has shrunk the liberated areas and reduced their population? 

Ans"rer : Nothing i s farther from the truth. (?It is true that) in certain areas, 
at certain times , the U.S. imperia lists have occupied a small portion of the 
liberated areas . But, generally speaking, \'re have enlarged our areas and liberated 
an additional million p,eople (?in very) important areas . I must add that althollgh 
at present almost 4 million of our compatriots still live in disputed areas and 
areas under temporary control of the enemy, the great majority of these people-
i ncluding officials , soldiers, and officers of the Saigon puppet authorities - -are 
fed up vlith the Americans and their lackeys and feel sympathy for and support the 
front. 

Question: A number of people are of the 0plnlon that neither the Americans nor the 
NFLSV will "rin militarily in South Vietnam. What do you, Chairman , think of thi s 
vi e"iv? 
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SOUTH VIETNAM 

Answer : These distorted oplnlons have usually been set forth by the Washington 
ruling circles so that they could present themselves in a favorable light by 
restricting the importance of our victories and making everyone doubt our chances 
of achieving complete victory . In fact, we have achieved victory after victory 
in the struggle against the U. S. aggressors and their lackeys . \lJe have defeated 
the II special war " strategy and overwhelmed the puppet troops who have been organi 
zed, equipped, trained, and conllllanded by the Americans . 

Rushing in to participate directly in combat since mid -1965 by massively intro
ducing their troops in South Vi etnam--including the seasoned units of w'hich Mc 
Namara has often boasted--the U.S. imperialists have been unable to change the 
situation . On the contrary, they have suffered ignominious defeats . The fact 
that the Pentagon is continuing to pour more troops into South Vietnam, raising 
t he total strength to 300 , 000 men , and is making preparations to send more rein
forcement troops is eloquent proof that the South Vietnamese troops and people 
are winning, have the initiative on the battlefield, and are attacking continuously. 

It i s necessary to recall that at one time McNamara promised to withdraw U. S. 
troops from South Vietnam by the end of 1965. The ignominious failure of the 
1965-66 dry season counteroffensive of the Americans, although the l atter had 
carefully worked out the plan and ( seve.ral vlOrds indistinct) forces , proves that 
they have been powerless in carrying out their plot aimed at recapturing the initia
tive and changing the -'~lar- situation . 

Participating in glorious combat with their bare hands, our people have quickly 
built a firnl, strong political and military force and are achieving increas ingly 
i mportant victories. The Americans have the most pOTrlerful military and economic 
potentials in the Western ,vorld, but itTe have the invincible po,ver of the people I s 
war and the creativeness "lhich is being developed to a high degree . 

We are of the opinion that in a war , military po,ver i s composed of many factors , 
the most decisive being the pOlitical and moral ones . Politically and morally 
we are absolutely stronger than the Americans. Our people across the country 
are carrying out the war without yielding before sacrifices and hardships , with 
the determinat~on never t o put do"rn their weapons so long as our combat ob j ecti ves 
have not been r eached . 

We are also stronger than the Americans in other basic factors , such as strategy, 
rear areas , war l eadership , and ground forces ; these are the factors that decide 
the final victory of a war . Although they are strong materially and technically, 
the U.S. bandits have basic vleaknesses in the political, military , strategic, 
and tactical fields. The factors of U.S. pOvrer are not limitless , partly due 
to their policy of dominating the wor l d , to the fact that they are undertaking 
an aggressive vlar i n our territory ( several vlords indistinct), and partly due 
to the fact that they are povrerless in (several 'words i ndistinct) any portion 
of our t erritory ( several words indistinct). On the contrary, their vleaknesses 
are truly basic and unsurmountable. 
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Dur-in[; i.. b. ~ P!'O(;CSS of t,.i ar c cvc l opE":.~nt ~ the:s(: b2si.C "! (: ~tkn(";Z',ses 1:a',,- (: bec ot.ie i r.c:·;::-~:.:.)n.:~~y 

o bvious ailc! pr·o::d.rl('~li.·. 8::(: \·: i l l fina llJ l ead tr~c t.r~~e!"ica!1s to an u"[:;:'.\~oid8_b l c o'-:f'" _it. 
~eh~ ever f;rC 2t. viclC'ric~; Tf!hfch \-.'e r:2t I.'c 2chic~fCd ~i!!-::f~ t.h :: U .. S . rnili 4~ ;' Z\.r t-~lj. :'.d:_~!". 

a nd e:;pecia 11y during the 1955 - 66 dry season , p~'ove i;;1;((. tr.co;.':> ' · ~cClllJ a:; ;,'.:1.: .. 
as .pract i.cally- t-le 81'(: full,:{ ct:" lc t.o ext.cr8 irlc'!.te net' o:.iy t:---le 'p,-tppet tr-oo;)s , r·1..::t 
al so tl,c r~ost scz,:;;o!lec1 u,:iits or ' the U.S. expcditioE~1'Y [:>rc (: ; 1·.'C ",1'e f ully c.J:'.'S 
to r,12 int2.in the j.niti2t.ive en t!1C ~~ttlcffclci 8~:d t[:c: t..::tY'lP'J ;:.~ Cl!r att';lcl:s 2.r:~1 

-w~lre fully 8'ole t o vi. c;tor~ ::)Us l:' oppose the n·c\·! U , S . reinf'~ .:-ce::~ents ar:cl nil i t~I'il :: 
cicfe2.t t he U .. S , 2r,c;rcssors urdf' :' 2(::;- situ c~ tion. 

- _ ._ ...... __ . ___ " _______________ ___ .. ,,J 

Question : 
~Ii th the 

In yoyr opinion , chai :',:!2!"! , 5.s thcrc no\-! 2. possi. '.·il ity o f 
other politica~ organizations in South Victna~ ? 

i 

c oo pe r2 tins 

Ans\lcr: 0 1..::' ll nchanf,'~ c1 pol icy has a 11.'2Ys been t o ac hieve a l al'ge d eSre:; ~; _' na t i on~ 1 
U; \i l~r ·Jir;l:·j at c arry i.ng out t:',e resistance aGainst t!"':c U.S. agt:;rE'sso;'!': :L',::; f or 
f:2t.iC) ,,:1 salvcd:.i.on . Thanks to this correc l po l i.cy., He h<l'iC s ucceeded ir. ':Jllilding 
.;;. n.;~ t2:)nal t:nit(~c.i front based on a sound f ou!1dat..fon 2r~d havi": ~: .:j l ~. rGc mCiliJcrship .. 
Apar t fr O!il patr j.o tjr: ~)olitic21 pZtrtics 3 I'eli[;iou~ 81:C: natio!1al gr':)·'~:. p~; , a nd i ndi
vi.dudls \ 1''',0 h,lVC jOhlCd the front , I.:e havc su.cceecled in cooperating \·:i.<::r. Ct~lcr 

p~~riQtic politicdl and i e l if,1ous orGanizations andindividuC\ls. On this basis, 
wc ::r.:','c sc"red E:;rea t vic torics. 

At. pre~e;lt , t l:c U.S . troops arc djrccLl~r particip2ti·:,S on a 121'[,;e ~cz, le in tr·.e 
2ee1>Cssive l: a I~ j,n ~out~: Vietn~n, trar:l pJ.i11G u~d~rfo ot O~l' CO:l~:tr]J usinS extrc~e ly 
c:ru c 1 I;lc;~ns of \·: a!' t o m:.J.S~)2CI"'e our c~~n1p:}t.r i o LsJ and CO:-.L-:LL ttin.s c;.:trc nc l:; b:trb;J!'0u:; 
ri !'.:i'::3 " ~~he traitors l:"euycn Van 7hicu 2nd l~f,-dycn Cao Ky have fulJ/ abC'led P.rl",eric ~L·: 

rr~e r~ c:.neT h ~: ve scld n~ti0r!.21 sovereignty f 01' U ~ S. d o] 1,1rs 8.r..C: \!<;; ~1pcns . N'2vcrt~~c lcs.s, 
apart fror;t a 5Da ll ~l'OUp of r~actionnr ic 5 d~pcl1dtrlt on t he An~1'ic~!15 , a ll other 
Vi. etn~~r.!(:s £: c'l!'(: p~~tr'i ots l,/' ~O f ee l gr-::at i r~dign2..tion t O ~·;' 2.rc1 the li .. S . a[;€.:-rcsSOl'S 
2nd their hcncr:rrlcn. 'l'!":er(:tol"c , He edt'! S2.y that il:crc is a poss i'l-d.li ty of c1112r-
ging our c ooperation with o t~er organirations , forces, and i~dividua l s in South 
Vietn<!u , r eg"rdlcss of t i'1c i l' prev i o'..ls .ac t.ivi. t.ics . 

Qu es t ion: B",i q,is, d o y ou r.lean a ll tl':e people ,:1'10 h a d participated in t::e !f,so 
Din;-, Di.en £;oven,r.1'::n~ 2!ld t ht:: zovernr:lcn t.s that st:.ccccced it? 

AnSH E.:'r : yc ~; .. It er;2rd lc ss of tl:c:ir p;::tst 2ctivi.ti:es , p ~ lf tica l t endencies 2nd vic:·!~~ , 

or their n2..ti~)~: ~~ l it? or I' e lici.on , ( re:,,' \\'01'05 i!!Gistir~c~: ) 2.i!EC'd ;It t he: fol1 ot,,~inG 

objcc t, i\~cs: o~~ pos it ion to t.?·:c ~!2.r of t:-:c Ai1c:r:icar:s a!:d t~.ejr r:.C7"1Cr_r;!::~ , res:'or'ati 0D 
of natio!~2. 1 50 \' (;rcicS!':.ty I 2chi c',;c ;:1C~it of oe 2.ocr'2.tic f rccocns , C{'ss2. tion of t}~c 

U.S. j.ntcrvc~tio~isr a~d 2gCrcssi\'c policy, 2c}1ie \'~r~eill of peace an~ nc~:t~8 1ity 

i n S outh Vi.C:':l'W , and ir.;P!'O'.'ccicn t of lhe liv ins cO:lditions of t"c people. But 
the str(;nz;:;: of tr.(; N:.' i.sV ~o lit i c21 and r.!ilj.V~!"/ [ or'c('s \o:i11 c Cl'tain ly be the 

C!cc i~iv(' f',:c~o!" fOI' vi ctory . 

Qu~st:i.O:1 : C 1: 2iI'r;-t ~:: , C2. :1 y ou let u s ~:!-lOt .. ! t he c o:-:.c1itioT'.$ f or a p:) litiCctl so l '...!ticl1 

to t.he South V ie:; r.a!~: prot)lc:~\ ? 
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'1'EXT OF POLITICAL Pil.0GRA!,\ f,DOP'j'ED BY JJF".lJSV 

H3r.oi V!:A Interna ~::'on8l Service i:1 E','8li:3:1 171 0 GHT 1 SC'p 67 B 

SOUTH VIETliMl 

[ Te;d.] Hanci- - F::;lloi-lins i~ the f ull te;~~ of :,112 pol::. '..ical P!' oz::rz£~. of ti'l2 SC';';:h 

Viet !1z~~-:l N2ti0r:al FroLt fer Lib2rati(ln ad!)p~>=j oy 2~ e;·~tr~orJin2~"'Y co":![;rcss of t~~ 
F~'0!1t convG~1e d ~y i~s Central Con!.;ittee ~Y1 r..:'.d-A;;gust 1967. T:le prOGrd::1 \-:2::- distr:
bt:.ted to Vie tna::1e~ '2 and fot'2::~Gr. p:'essr.'ler:."at a ne;.!s confe:::ence hcr2 toda~r by !It.;'.ljc r. 

Van Tien, head of t:~e riFLSV per-r.,anent repr2sentation in Nort;1 Vietna~: 
L 

Po.litical P~"08rar.1 of t:,e Sou t:, Vietnar.1 Hational Frc·r:t for Li ~eratio:, 
:;. 

In 1960, the Soutn. Vietn8.::1 National Front for Liberati.on car.l'2 i!'1to oei:16 \-lit" its 
lO-point proG::"8::t ai[~ed at uniti.ng the entire- people asainst th3 U.;S;. ii:i.p2:"ial:sts 
a:-:d t'1.eir la d:eys . Sir.r.e then, the Front ",as achieveci. 2 bro2.d ur.ior. of the '/2.rio,,;S 
s2ctio:15 of the ;>e0;> 1.e , the po1itic2.1 parties, org~::izatio:l:3, nationalities, rel:;'.sio~'.s 

cor~mL:nitie5, aild pa triotj, c persc'nalities with 2. vieH to Jointly fiGhting 2.S2,i:1st U,S. 
agGression, for nationa.l salvation, It :1a5 successfully consolidated i ts base ar.1:;r.; 
ti1e b!'cad nasses of the people; at the S3r.1e time, it has achieved joint aGtje!! with 
many poliU,cal and :'o]igiou:3 forces and ",or. (lve:' raany industrialists and traders, 
nar,y ofEcia1::.; and funct.ionaries of t:1e ;>u;Jpet admin.is':;ratinn , and n:any officers and 
nen of the puppet arr:1Y, 

T:1e Front has constantly en ,1 0~'ed HL1vlehea.rted e~<:l)U)'agement and a:3sis tan::e frcJrl ou!" 
co:(.patriots in t:1e north and aoro<1d , ' It has also enjoyed ever stronser appro'fal 
and support fr()r.1 tl18 peoples 0': neic;hborins Ca r.1bodi,: and La.;" , from t"e peoples of 
the socialist, nationalist , and ether countries in the world, including prGgressive , 
people in the United States. 

Under the le adershi.p of the Nl"LSV, our people in the sou;;h have gone frof.l victcry to 
victory . Ti1e pre:3tige of the Frc ,-: has been unceasingl: enhanced at hone anc. J'broac. 
The South Vi etnam National Fr0~t ft,r Lib~ration has ~ecome the sole genuine repre 
sentative of t;1e heroic South Vietnaraese people. 

These great achievements have proved that the line and policy of the front are 
correct , and that the strength of our peoplels unity and struggle is invincible. 

At present ; despi te heavy defeats; the U ,S , imperialists are still uni"illinS to gi ve 
up their aggressive designs against Vietnam. T~ey a~e stepping up the war, tra::1pling 
upon t~e sout,~ . ?n~ ~. r.b::~nsif:vin(';" t:h('\ ~')~'})";_r:..-; (.I:"> "-:;"" :'"n· .... +. ! ... of 0:",:,", COllntr.1:, ~:'. 0. 

rr,onstrcl.ts criraes of the U.S, im;:>erialists, hO\lever , have Only served to deep·:=n our 
pe::;ple : s hatred and increase thei r ii~ocitable i-li!l. The people of South Vietna8, 

. regardless of socia:~ :3 tanding . and even a mID.ber of per::.;ons in the puppet arr..y ar.':: 
administration, have seen thrOUGh the tr",e features of t~1e U.S, ir.1perialists and t:-:ei:, 
lackeys , hate ther.1, and want to contribute to the strugg l e against U.S, aGsression. 
fo r national salvation. 

Never before in our nation 1s history has the mettle of our entire people united for 
t he fight to wipe out the ene:T,y a:,d s ave the ccuntry been so s trons as noV! . O'Jr 
people are in a victorious, initiative , and offensive pOSition. The U, S, imperialis~~ 
a nd ti'le lackeys have been increaSingly driven into passivity and embarrassne:1t; 
they are i n an ir.1passe and are sustaining defeats . 
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t,t :":1~S jt:~!\':l..u"!'t~ . 2-1i. ~1.. spirit 01' dcvcloplnc the forrr:r.:r p:'cLl'c1r:l , th·..: i!FL~'J :!~.::; .. :ol'::f.:d 
0i..~:' :.,:'...~s p .... "\lL~ ic~l ~rOcra j:1 t-!2.th 8. vicu to fUr'~hc!' brozllcnirl[ the bIc ':; cf C!'C:i.J.~ !"It ~.:i(;~l;::'~. 

1.1I: .~C ~1, cn~o1,..lr[l[;ir.~: c~r.d slij:i.u12~tinc the entir'2 people to r~s:1 for~,.r<.~. !>d J l'c:sol'/'.:d to :~'0:1t 

a lld d~fc~~ ~h~ U.S. as[rCSSOl'S , 2l1d to build an i~dependcnt, d08o~ratic , ;Je~~ccful, 

ncut 1'0.1, ,"end p:'os;JC:l'OUS South Vietnam. 

1. Unite t,lC Ent il'c PeopJ.c , FiGht the U. S . ACCl'cssurs, Save t.he Count ry . 

I--Durinc 4 . 000 years of their history, the VIetnamese peoplc have united and fou[~~ 
aGainst foreicn invasion to preserv e their independence and freedom. Ever since our 
country was conquered by the French colonialists, our people have fou[h~ unrcrnit:inGly 
f o r their liberation . In 1945 , our people from north to south rose u~, s~ccessf~!ly 

ca~ried out the AUGust revolution , seized political power frem the Ja~anese militarists 
and the: r lc,ckeys , and founded the Democratic Republic of V:'etnam. 

When the French colo niali sts came back to invade our country once aGain , our entire 
people herol~ally f0U~)L for nearly ni.ne years, brought our sacred resis~ance ~o toe 
cr'e<:t vlctory of Di en Bien Phu, smashing the a[cressive scheme s of the F'rench colonialists 
a~d the interventionist policy of the U. S . imperialists. 

The independence , sovereicnty. unity . and territorial integrity of Vietnam were 
f ormally recocnized by the 1951-1 Geneva conference . Since then, our corr.pariots in 
Sout.h Vie tnam together Hi t . • the pcople allover the country , should have been living 
in peace and building a free and happy life. HOl-lever , the U.S. inperialists have 
sabotaged the Geneva a~reenents , ousted the F~ench colonialists , set up in South 
Vietnan an extremely cruel puppet recime, and t~ied to turn the southern part of 
Vie tnam into a neocolony and a military base in an attempt to pro l ong the partition 
of our country , conquer the \;hole of Vie tnam , and impose thei r domination throughout 
I ndochina and Southeast Asia . 

The U,S . imperialists have shrunk from no cruel method to carry out their dark deSiGn. 
Defeated in their spec'ial war , they have sl-li tched to a local I-:ar, usinG over half a 
million U.S . and satellite troops , alone with more than half a million puppet soldiers, 
for accression aGainst South Vietnam. At the same time , they have undertaken a I-Iar of 
~es truction aGainst the northern part of our country . They have also stepped up their 
special 1-131' i.n Laos and carried out continual provocations aimed at wreckine the 
independence and neutrality of Cambodia. 

The U. S . imperialists are daily causinc untold sufferinGS and mourninG to our cam 
patr~ots throuGhout the country! They have resorted to all kinds of modern war means 
and I-Ieapons , includinG strate~ic aircraft , napalm bombs, toxic chem~cals, and ~oison 
cas to no:ssacre cur felloH countrymen . They have launched repeated opel'cctions , aG2.in 
and aeain sweepinc many areas , carryinc out the k~ll all, bu~n all, dest roy all policy 
tc raze villa ce s and hamlets to the ground. They have herded the popul a~ ion, ~rabbcd 
1<::nd , 'and set up a nonan l s land and fascist -type concentration ·car.lps dubbed s trate[ic 
hamlets , prosperity zones , resettlement areas , and so on. I n the north , they have 
wantc~ly bombed and strafed streets , villages, industrial centers, and heavily populated 
ar0a~ . They have even struck at dikes , dams. schools , h ospitals , churches , and pacodas. 

Ohv iously the U.S . imperialists a~e the most ruthless ac~ressors in history, the 
~;a:"ct(:urs of the 19511 Geneva acreenents, the saboc:eurs of the peace and secul'1 ty of 
the peoples in I ndochina , Southeast A~ ia , and the I-Iorld- - thc enemy number one of our 
pco~;l(..! ,:md of l.1anki.nd. 
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son;! if 1 ETl:t./: 

O'~'C:' the P2.,St fe~'l yelJrs, the U, S .. i~1peri21i~ts ha".'e c:):--.t:i. ~uallj' e::;c~l.:::.led tI~c 1. :~r J 

yet t:1ey h2ve <.:r.ccasinc;ly clar~t)red about pea(;e neGcti3tio:1s in 211 atter:;pt tel :'081 t:.e 
f~e~ic2n and ~o~ld people. 

''l'i1e ~ ,'i con pt!ppet adminis tration has sold o\.;t South Vietm.m to the U, S , inpe:'i.Jlists . 
I t has oppressed c:nd exploited 0'..\1' southert;l c o:;;pa tr iots in 2n e:(tre::-.el:i :'1..:thless \12. y , 
It has forced South Vietnan youth i~to the 'army to serve the C~ited ~ t2.tes in ~2ssacrinG 
our fell 0';'; cour.trymen. I r. a demagogic bid, it has also stageo. the :'arce of \lo:'~:i!1S 

out 2: constitution and holding elections. It is 0:11ya cli.que of traitors, an 
instrument for the U,S. imperia l ists to ens l ave the South Vietn2nese people, prolo~G 

the partition of our country and further the U. S, Hal' ,)f aggression. -;- . 

2 -- The U,S. agGrc:ssors and their lacl:eys think' they can intir.l:ida te 01..;:' people by the 
use of force and tleceive them by means Qf t:ric;:s, But they al'e Grossly mista:':en , 
Our people definitely will never submit to force, never let the Gs elve~ be deceived! 
R'ir.ging int.o pla y our nation ' s traditi')n of undaunted:1ess, our )J. mil l ion compatriots 
from the south to the north h ave ' resolutely stood up and united as one man to fight 
aGainst the U.S. aggressors and save th~ country. 

On the frontline· of t.le fatherland ," our sout:lern ft,llrY,1 countrymen have over. the past 
13 ye:lrs sr,o\·m narvclous heroism , Irrespect1v e of q~e, se;~, political ter.dG!!cies, 
religi ous belj.efs, al~d no ma tter lihetllE'r ' they Ij ve in the plair.s or in mountain 2!'eClS. 
our people of all stratD and all na~~onaJ.it.i(;>s hGve resolutely f0"..lght shoulder to 
shoulder to l iberate the south , defend the north , and pr')ceed tOI·lard the reunification 
of the ~atherland. 

[ inee 1959- 1960, our compatriots i n the S outh VietndDcse countryside have carried 
out success}vc: , s it:\uJtan~ous upr"lslnc;s, destt'(lyed a serios ',)f concentrati ')f! caL1ps 
and prcsperity 20:,es of the U,S " ir:tperiaJists anc.: the PUPP2t acninistration 2nd 
l iberated vC!st rur,J l areas . Our ar:1cd fo!,ces anci pe L1pJ.~ then l'ushed fon.;arcl., destroyed 
thousands of strategic hamlets, liberated millions of people, and defeated the U,S, 
special \-1ar,. 

S ::' nCG 1965, although the U,S, aggressors h8ve bro,-,,cht in hund:r-ecs of thousaJ~ds of 
U.S, e;-:peditj 0:1ary troops fo r direct aggression aGainst South Vietnan , 0\.;1' ar'wed 
forces and pc:o pl e have repeatedly won big victories, s~ashed two successive U,S. 
dry-se2son ~trategic counteroffensives , defeated over; million enemy troops ~- U . S" 
pu ppet , ond satel l ite. 

The 1 ibera t ed arC3s have c ontinuously eY.panded and no'.! nal(e up fo;.:r -f ~fths of tile 
Sou th Vietnar.l territory Ilith tHo-thirds of its population. In .these liberated 2.r8:<: , 

' 01 na tional and democra tic p m'ler is t ak ing ::hapc and a ne'.-I life is blossoming. 1n 
addition t o big mi l i tary victories , .;e have also rec.(;:-,ded i npo:;."t;:m t successes In the 
p ol itical , economic , cultural , and diplo~atic fields , 

I;. the beloved northern part of the f atherland , our 17 l:1illion cOi:lpatriots are he:·oi.ca lly 
defeating the 1 . S, inperia l ist ! s war of destruction , maintaining and boosting projuctio~, 
and \iholeheartedly encouraging a nd h el ping the cause of li bel'atinG the south, t!1US 
fu J.fil l ing the obliga tions of the great rear toward the great f ront . 

I n the I-I orld , the peoples of the soci .: .. Ls t, llationalist , and othe r couctries , includinG 
tile p:--oc;res s i v e pe ople in the uni ted .3 to te;.; , arc s tern]~' c Gndemni1l5 the U. S . 
i r,1per.ia list ' s Ha l' of aGgression, Dnd "re givinG their approv a l, support, end assist~'llCe 
to our pe ople's strUGGle against U.S , agGression ;:md for natio;1al salvation. 
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SOUTH VIETNAIvI 

Facts have clearly shown that the more the U.S. imperialists obdurately intensify 
and expand their war of aggression against our country, the more they sustain 
bitter defeats and are driven into isolation; on the other hand, our people '\'Tin 
greater victories and get more friends. 

3--The most dangerous enemies of our people at present are the U.S o imperialist 
aggressors and their l ackeys --the traitorous puppet administration . 

The tasks and objectives of the South Vietnamese people in the struggle for 
national salvation are nmV' as follows: To unite the entire people, resolutely 
defeat the U.S. imperialist I s war of aggression, overthrmV' their lackey puppet 
administration, establish a broad national union and democ:;:.'atic ad..rninistration 
and build an independent, peaceful, neutral, and prosperous South Vietnma, and 
proceed tOI-Tard the peaceful reunification of the fatherland. 

The force that guarantees the fulfillment of the above task of fighting 
against U.S. aggression and saving the country is our great national union. 
The NFLSV constantly stands for uniting all social strata and classes, all 
nationalities, all political parties, all organizations, all religious communities, 
all patriotic personalities, all individuals, and all patriotic and progressive 
forces, irrespective of political tendencies, in order to struggle together 
against : the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, wrest back our sacred national 
rights , and build up the country. 

The NFLSV is prepared to invite and welcome all patriotic forces and individuals 
who oppose the U.S o aggressors to join its ranks, and to shoulder together the 
common duties. It proposes that any force which, for one reason or another, 
does. not adhere to its ranks, take joint action against the common enemy--the U.S o 
aggressors and their lackeys. 

The NFLSV pledges itself to strive, shoulder to shoulder I-Ti th the Vietnma father
land front, to fulfill gloriously the common task of fighting against U.S o 
aggression to liberate the south, defend the north, and proceed tmvard the 
peaceful r eunification of the fatherland. 

While fi ghting for their sacred national rights, the people of South Vietnrun 
actively accompli sh their internationalist duty. Their resistance war against 
UoS o aggression i s an integral part of the revolutionary struggle of the people 
allover the world. 

The NFLSV undertakes to stand within the united bloc of the Indochinese peoples 
to fight against the U.S. imperialists and their lackeys, to defend to fight 
against the UoS. imperialists and their l ackeys , to defend the independence , 
sovereignty, unity, and ~erritorial integrity of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos . 

The NFLSV pledges to t ake an active part in the common struggle of the vwrld IS 

people against the bellicose and aggressive i mperialists headed by U.So 
imperialism, for peace, national independence, democracy, and social progress. 

225 



5 September 1967 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 633 16. By: NWD Date: 2011 
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4- -The cruel U. S o aggressors are t rampling upon our homel and o We , the people of 
South Vi etnam, must stand up t o make r evolution and wage a people ' s war with a 
vi ew t o annihilating them, driving them out of our borders , and Ivresting back 
nat i onal i ndependence and soverei gnty . 

Havi ng experienced over 20 years of war , our southern compatriots eagerly "rant to 
live i n peace and r ebuil d our war - devastated country . But the Uo S o i mper i alists 
have t rampled underfoot thi s l egi t i mate aspiration . That is why our people have 
t o fi ght against t hem to '"rin peace in i ndependence . Nothing is more precious 
t han i ndependence and f reedom o Only when real i ndependence i s secured can "re 
have genui ne peace ! 
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SOU'l'ii VET!j[J·I 

~: )C C :1CLlJ of ::JU:' r.~~ti o:-: i:; ru:hless 2.~d oJc:ur~tc~ 

J2te~:·l.1i:1cd ~ o f ::'f: :1~ an~ ~o defeat the U o S= nGb:"c~ 

:~.: O~~ c[l~i~G people a~c 

D.~ tho U~S. ir:lp,::riali:.t~ do r::):' end t~lci::, t.~ iJ.:'''> of ~_ :.;:.."'es3 i on, ·.lil';:ld~"2~1 all U.S. 3:--:'1 

:;[ttol~j~c ~~'oop :. 1":11 0:-:1 ou~ cou~t:('Y J and l ~t ~~1'2 So .... r::::·~ V:"e~(l2~:-.1CS ·2 pcop10 sc:tle: !:.hC.::'i 

~clvc3 the ~ .. !J~c:,,"r:~l affai;,,"s 'Jf South V~ e~nL:.r.1 \:i~:1D· ... :': forc::'.c;n intcrvc n':;io:1 , ::':>1.;.:' p(:oplc 

\1:'11 rcs:)l'...lc;cl:l fiC:1'c on urL~:l ~otal ViC".:.O i '/, T~lC Sou:':' h Vie~r:D.L:cse pCJplc t s 

liocrat:o:1 i,laro is a lone a::.d h2.~c1 one J bl.1:· it is :::;Ut' C ~;) ..; : :.~: :'n victor:' .. 

o~~ poop Ie ~cly nninly O~ :llcir own f orces; at t:1C Sa~lQ ti~c tllej strive to !lin ~h0 

To defeat. :h~, U. S. ,",[.crcsso:":; and theL' laclwy:::;, our people do n07: 3p::ll'C ~ i lJ 

sacrifj.J~C: ~ 'rhey cn~~hu3la::;tir.:all:r contri1Jute nnnpO\.icr, na~;cr>ia2. :"esourc€'s: C"1.nd -:alcn:' 
~o the natit)nal liberati.on wa~ j tl the spirit of dc)inC cverytl1inc fC}l"' victo~Jc 

'lll1e l·!FLSV un.dc:r'cakcs to d8vclop the Liberatj on A:~ned Forces COf1P:"'i sinG 7;l1c nair! 
f0 2CC u~:::·,s} t~'le I"'c[;ional troops ., and ' ~he uili.tja a:1d Gt.;.c:'rill2. uni.~si \lith t~12 aii1 
of: p;oonot,inc; people l ~. \la,' , concjni:1C Guerrilla llith. re[;ula;o IJa"ofa.rc .. ;Jipinc Ot;'.:; 

as f,1nr.y li ,.,0 c::,c~l~r ." for·ccs n~ po~sib]e, crushinc the enel.1yl s \fill for tl[;cres ::Jio(! , nnc1 
11 innins ~nc f~i~8} vic tOl"':l ~ 

rpjle f ~"';.) nt ~ '.!!."ldci'ta ::c3 t~ l)uiJd and devel:-;..p the 'p~")lit1.~a] forces of the raa:3:J0S 

p:"'c;.l.)to t::1C nOV2;]C:1~ ~f p0 .1..itjcal - s~ruCGlp.~ and con:)ir.e D.i."'n~d struGGle '-'Ii ';~. !l ~oli!:.· ~cal 

:truGDl(.] a~ld ;}[;itGl:::ior: am:)115 enc'I:1~r troo~s: t.hu::::; fO:'r.1~nc three cor..vc':"""Cing proncs ~~, 

dcf0a~ tbl~ t~Y){~n:,- , 

T~1e NFL:'3V ll:1dc:.n~:U~CS ~o CnC0l."ll"'dCe all s:rnta of the pop'ulation in t.h..:.: "'.,OH~lS and rUI't.::.l 
u:'cas ~ti.ll undc~ c~c~:y control t~ unite and stru[;c1e in every possible for~ ~o brcal: 
t,llC Dr.Lp .").1"' t.he U .. S, a~G:'0sscr0 and t:1C.i:.. .. lackeys; c~cstr:'J~r the Pht.:JJt1C ( C!:Jr.po::'a:'iDt13 ) 
tlc"d s"C:. ... at,cg~~ I1~lnlc:~s , d 0.wo. '1C: dcmor;rD..·~ic frt.'c~loi.13 , r~8.t.iJ:l.al s8vereibnt~r . a:"}d a oe~tcl"' 

Ii ~ ' 0 ~ OP}~\.lS(~ t:i11': p:.. .. cssC2.11ginG of tJ"'oops 3;ld forc .tble lClJo:..n d:-oaft; st: r c.Jc1 e aGainst 
cnslav ~~~~l G clth.l (L~p:!."'2..vcd culture' an.d ma:"'r;h fu.!"vard" to,Gcthcr tJith the C~l:,ji"',-" peoplc) 

to ov('r~~h~'o~i -:-;:lC cn0.:-:1~,'"' s ~\.l.le :}r~d seize p ~)l..itical pl')tJcr,. 

Ai:, :;;'l~ ~n!.lG ): .li:lC; J:':1~ F'l."'O:'l.t. l..:.ndcl""'takes to er:coui.. .. aGc~ all st.rata of peop] e if' ~he 

li ~C;~[l t(~:: Cl:'''''~~ c\'::: :~:..) u.n~.::·2 c18sc;ly t.o bui ld tl1( people t G ::--~2.f -t18.naG;:~r:: !,.., t.,t" . 3~,-:3t ,:-· . ;lJ ':t.l 

8.c:~:c·~'c ~·i~(!P "):- step 2. locaJ na~io~J.nl de:-:1 :}!.:ratic ~d~Jj.ni~ 'c:,atio rl :: tc bt·t!..·.:..d :.:asc 8.~"eas:: 

'~:") S .... :-'!. \7 :~ :.:~) ;'::'('1:;.'J.c ·:; 8.;~ d 1'1Sll~: sGainst U S ._ o.G[;~8~S:~~(,!. a '·;d .r:cr ~'!.a: i0 rl.a l s:J.lvG.:'. lc' .~ l; 

J: ;, l) ·:".!('C!",-J ili 1
: ·: C! [;~):~ d se~:'.:,lc;:l c:nt .) f t!lC' acrnria~~ q·...:.csJ.:io(:; ~.:o l;~li2.d ':".: '10 nC'I-T ...... ~O ~ l::-:;:.

:-=':;'1.: (.' ... :!.::;~2.-.:~ '_,f ~:'",c 2.~.b0 1"'a~C8. Zl.:r.o.S J to f05~-:e:."' t:!'lC pC:J~lc' ~ .:'o: .. ("!~s F : ',h :::. "Ji ::: :; '':''~ 

:':": : :.:.;.~:>i t :{.: 3 ' ... :!JP:1C:J i"O :""' :-·!lC .:':,"'o '''·/clir.e ai.l.d caL"':,"':rirlG tl18 :"'es::J .I.;o.nc c H.):' ~',h.!." O Ui-;~l 7;,) 

c~:-.:plctc 'i ]..ct.):':-. 

T ..... c pc:>pl2 ~}f S:> ~...:.l:':'J Vic'..:nam a· ...... c d (~r.. Cl"'r:lincd to dcfcnt t:l(;' U~S .. o.,CG:"CSS ,:L-·:::; ~~:~cl ": l :L':"~ 

:(1c~:ej·· s. o."1d t::; devo~:c: ~hcir' n':C:Lt and 1:13 i ~ ~ to olliJd a pol2.tic&l S:I3t~1"t ~i ~ J. t .:.;\:a:"2.l~t.:.CCS 

t~h; :'rl~C' p,~ n(l:;~ c(; and. :::~)vc:'\ci.Gn'c.~· of the r..c:tio~ ar:.d the f:"ccd:):~! o.n.c: :1c:.P~)~:1CS:' of :l;c 

;:>c:J IJJ.C; ''';::; heal Jc l1c 1l0Ui-1d3 of· f.lal"' , to liql.!ldnte the s08ial evils left ovc'r lJ~' :.:lt~ H, S e 

p~ppct rcc~~cJ ~o ~c~~orc r10 ~al life and build an !Ildcpcndctl: , d~l~ocra~icJ pC3CCri~l, 

L(:·.;t: ..... ~l, o'n.d pro :;;-)Cl"OU::; S~u'.... !l Victnar1 .. 

'1'c, o.c:d.c·JC ~;hc::;c: :J::,~cctive:s, the: JIl'LSV lay:; dcJ\Jl1 thc follo'vlinC conc"e\;e policies; 
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1 - -'1'0 nchh~v(' '" brond ~,nd pro[';ressive derilocratic :'cGime: 

To 3bolish the diSGuised colon5.2.1 reGime established by the {;,S, lcperlaJists ir. ~:Jui;~ 

Vietn~~r.;, to overthrOl·] the puppet 2clninistration, hireling of the L'r.i'cc(; stat,"s, 
not to recog:d.:::e the puppet n2.tional assenbly riGGed \.:p by t.h,= U ,S. imper5.alists 2.nd 
their l2c::c:ys , to 2.boJ.ish the cO:1st .ibJ.tj.Oll and. o·ll 2'1U.national 2nd nnt::' - d'J::.ocrntic 
I nws elillctcd by the U, S . ioperi2.1ists and the ~uppet adninistration . 

Tc hold free general elections, to el~ct th,= national assembly in - renlly (e~ocrntic 
H2.y in accordance \lith the princi.plc of uni.ver5aJ . . "~qual, dir8e;t suffraGe 2-nd secret 

ballot . This r.ationa l J sscnbJy \:i ll be the s':;nte body Ilith !~'t.!2~~:~:..~~t_3'."h~t~.?.r.~t;y 
in S()',;.th Vi,)tnar.l.. It i"D.l :·Ior:\. out a denor;ra';:ic constitution '.]hi ch fulJ') e::~bodi.(",:.; 

the DO:.;t fundamental a l~ most eager aspiratiuns uf all s~cial strata in South Vi0tn8D 
and GU3rant8e the e5tablis~Jent of a bro2-d, proGressive, democratic 
To Guarantcl' the irmunlty of the deputies to ·~hp nat:ional C\s ser:blyo 

~ t2. te s true tl,..;.:-·f;. 
----------~ 

To ~:e ·L up ::l national l.1ni.ol1 denocratic Government including the r::ost repl'EsentJtivc;> 
pel 'sons ar10n..:; thp. vc:r:: .. l)US social strata, nat.;·i . m~a .U. ties. rel:'r,ious COrl::ll'. nii:.ics , 
PQ triotic Qnd d,omocr",:.:"Lc parties, p'1.tri0t lc personalities, and forces \]h::'ch have 
cont~'ibut8d to th8 caUSi") f)f national l:i.b('rati.on. 

To proclaiT.1 nnd enforce broad denocratic freqdor:ls - -freedom of speech , freedor;"! of the 
press and p1:.bl icati on , freedom of asser,lbly, trade unior. freecion , f"eedor.! of associa tion, 
f reedom to forn p olitica'l 'p<::r-ties , freedom of creed) fr eedom to demor.strate. 

To guarantee to a ll citizens inviolnbility of the human person, freedor,l of :'esiaence 
and 10C:ging, secrecy of correspondence, freedOl:J. of r.lOver:lCnt, freedo m to \lor:: <::r,d rest, 
o.nd the right to study, 

'1'0 enforce equality be'ci-]een nan end IIO:,1an and eqt1c:.li ty amonG the various na tionali ties . 

To set free a ll persons detained by the U.S. imperialists and the puppet ad~inistration 
on ~ccount of their patriotic activities. 

To C:issolve the concentration camps set up in a ll forns by the U,S. imperialists 
and their 18c~ceys, 

1:11 these people ,;ho have had to see:: asyh:r.: abroad be~ause of the U,S . and puppet 
regine, have the riGht to return to the country to serve the f atherlnnd. 

To :cverely punish the diehard cruel asents of t~e U.S. imperia lists . 

2 - -Te build "n incl8pendent and self-supportinr, eC0:10~.ly, to improve the neorle ls 
livine con~itions. To ab olish the policy of economic ens l avement and monopoly of t he 
U oS . i :npi:rialis ts . 'To confiscate :;he property of the U. S . inperia l is ~s and their 
diehard crue l a8e:1ts nnd turn it into s ta te property . To build an independent ;:;r;d 
::;elf - ::;l:pportiq; e conol:lY . To rnpid l y heal the \·:ounds of \;ar , to restore a l-;c1 c; evel o;J 
the c conon y ~;o c:s to mc:ke "the people rich and the country pO'.lerful. To :n' otect the 

\ r i Ght to o·.mcr::;hi p of the !.:eans of production anc! other property of the citizens under 
tho 1<3'.-]s of t!:e s t <J te . 

'?o ro:;t o :-o <. nd develop vgri c ultural prod ucb.or: . To improve f <3 r;:lill[; , 3nir.:al In:sb'::ll:c:ry, 
f i!3h rC2ri.ne , <}nd forc s try. 
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~l!le SL~LC will Cllcoul~ace the peasarlts to uniLc a:1d h?lp O!1(; anoth0r In boosting 
producejo:l , :;rant them loa ns at 10;.J int.eres,- for th" p,(rcha:;e of bufi"alocs, OZ0:1 , 

farmins implements, agricultural mach i nes, seeds, fel'~illzer~, etc , help them develop 
irrication ~o~ks, and apply advanced tec~liques in acriculture. To guarantee outlets 
for agrlcultura l prodUcts. 

To restore and deve lop industry , small industries and handicrafts. To guarantee to the 
workers and employees the right to take ~art in the manage~e~t of enterprises. 

The state will encourage the cap italists in i ndust ry and trade t.o help develop industry 
small industries and handicrafts. To enforce ~eedom of enterprise to the benefit of 
nation - building and the people 1s welfare; to apply a customs policy designed to ~ 
encourage and protec ·~ home-··iJroduction. To restore and develop communications and trans 
port . To encourage and step up economic eXchanges between to~ns and country, bet~een 

the plains and the mowltain areas. To give due consideration to the interests of the 
small traders and petty s hopkeepers. To set up a state bank. To build an independent 
currency. To apply a fair and rational tax policy. The state ;.Jjll adopt a policy of 
grantin~ loans at J ow interest to encourage production, and ~ill prohibit usury. To 
d evelop economic re la t·ions Hith the north ;. t tle LHO zones Hi] 1 help each other so that 
Vietnam ' s economy may prosper rapidly. 

In accordance with the front ' s policy of neutrality and on the principle of equality, 
mutual benefit and respect for the indepe ndence and sovepeiCllty of the Viet namese 
nation, trad2 with a ll countries will b~ expanded, and economic and technical assistance 
fro~ foreign countries will be accepted , r~gardloss of political and social syste~s 

3 - -'1'0 ena.ct. the l and pol ",-cy, to carry out tr..F.~ s]ogdn "Land to the '('iller. T, 'l'J .::onf:'-:3 -
caLe th,:, lands of the U. S ., imperialists .1'"1d t;rle di ·.~h;,.)'d cruel landlor'ds- -tiF2L' lac;ice:;:, 
To aJ 1 0t thos~ l ands to landless 0; land-poor pea~anLs . To confirm and protect the 
o'.mersLip of t.he J.snes al lott ed to peas2nts by the rC'\'o:!."tion. 

711e State Hill negotiate the purchase of' la~d from landlords who possess land up~ard 
of a certain amount , : varying ~ith the situa tion in each locality . It will aIloc these 
lands to l andless or land - pocr peasants . The r~clpients will receive the lands 
f r ee of charge and Hill not be bound by any condition whatso~ver. In areas ~here 
the required conditions for la nd reform do no : yet obtQin , land - rent reduction will 
be caI-Tied out. 

To entru~t the l ands belonging to absentee l andlords to peasant~ for cul tivatio ' 8 ~ d 

enjoy~ent of the produce. Adequate steps will be taken on this subject at a l aL0! 
stage ir, consJderation of the political attitude of 'cach l a:1dlord. To a 110',1 land !:: ," 
t::l offer lai'd to the Liberation Peasants Associat1.on ; t he st.ate · . .J ill allot t!1ese l c;:l( 
to l andless or la:ld - poor pea~ants . To encour a;;;'2 tl,p ro"""'o~ ~ f' '·l"'T"t~i.?1. r:rons or 
fruit; - trec pla:1ta tions to ke ep t he 1.r fa r ms .:,;oing . 
o\-!!1crship of 1 and b:- t he churches , )agodas , dnd 1101y 
out [) fair and rat i onal redistribution of cODlr.1una l 

To re spect the l eci t imate ri~lt to 
s ees of religious sects. To carry 
l ands. To guar8:1tee the l esiti:nat.e 

right to ownership of reclaimed l ands to those who rc~laim them. 

Those conpa~riots who havc been for ced into strategic haml ets , or concent~atioll canps 
in any other f or:n , \·,il l be fre e t o -return to their former villaGes. 
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;rl~OSf~ \:~.:.l~ h;)v~ b~:f'r: compt.7] ) ('Q "GO evacuate or t.o C~1an[;e 2200,:.3 a::-ld. \';;'.0 !;'l~rl T_.r.,J t'~0 o~, 

liviI![. t.rJ.~l'e . \:i1 1 ~"~'1 JCy rt>c0t;nl tl.on of thelr C",:r1ers\.-,ip of ttl' ll..:.nc. s :::.nd o tr e! 

P1." o!-"pr-~<.[ -... (oici) ~.:::i)f} r'esulted ;~'ror.l thel.r la:.or, C:!:1d ~·:l..i.] bE ,htJpf·d tc ~O!·. " .. !.!1 ..... ,: ('c-'.:-':;:~~: 

their l.J.vinG i~ t!le S8.i.l. t~ p l ~1.c(!; thos,= ~·n-IO !,-.'i5[: to r ..... tur!1 to ;.hf:iJ~ no~i ~Je pl.(:"1(>.s ~it 1.1 

also re c eive help , 

4 _ _ rro build 8. nc:ticn2"i ae:10cratjc cl/lt.·ol:.~e and f:ducati o:1 .. :"0 develop 5ci'=~-'CE 3,:1<:: ~ ... (>ch:--. ,:' ]')g-J 1 

'(,~, promo!:,,, jJllbUc flea:! r.i-l, '3:'0 f l.t;ht .against: the A:71er'ican - type e:lsJavin.:; 8ncJ deprov,::: 
cultu~'c and cducatJon nul! adversely affecGing our people l 3 fine, lcng·s :::."md:'.r:c cI,1":" ::-';;1 
tr.Jdir,j.ons, '1'0 build a r~8.i;tonal democ~o.t::!.c culture and ed~tcation. 1;0 devcloc sclc:'1 ~f-:: 

c:lpd tech~lo':0G:I in sorvlce of' ~latiop.al construcr .. ion a!1d defense To eJ uC:.1:..e th~ peep} ~ 
::'~1 ti le 'l':'c~r;8.;ncs~ ~a -::: lon ' s trad.::.tlen of str~lgg]e against, foreign in ·';8.s1o ~'l ar:d its 
he1'o';'c llistO l'Y . To prl'serve and devolop the .fine cultur<' and Eood cus'ConlS a:1d r.ao i ;;s 

of our nat,ion . 

To rai5e ttlC people's ~ultu)'al 8tand8rds: t.o liquldacp illiter'2cy, to promote 
co:nplemen~ary education , t:o open l18W ge~era) educa~io~ schools, higher learnir lg 
t:;s'L.ablish.Dcnt5 , 2nd vocational schools, ro na~{e 8n all - ou~ effort to 0r2in a:ld fO$: ~ :-' 

a cor;.f;lng'2nt of scier:.ti.fic \Jorl::(~7"'5 , tecfl:-'Llcians, .ana. s!..::illcd Horkers. 1'0 use the 
V::.(:\:.:'J:n«5e lar,[;uage as' ~ rle t eachin[i mediu.:n in h i giler learninG E;stabl ish:Ee nt3 . To 
reduce school fe(~S for pupils and students, 1'0 exer.,pt poor pupils c.nd stl!dent.s i'!'om 
school fee s, or Grant them scholarships , fo rcform the system of examinalions. 

_._-. 
The s~dte wlll give every posSitl~ h~lp to those youth and children who have r~nderea 
scrv'18P,S to !...be fiJht GCa-l.rlst. U ~ S. aggres0ion artd foI' nat~on.:J~. saJvatJ.t")D., to the 
chil'lren born in[.0 the .famllies Hho have j' p.ndc;:oed s'?r 'Jic>:", +:0 U'w re'[[',lutic,n, at:d to 
oth,:r ou'~st<Jndin6 youths so 2S to en8ble thf':7l 'co study arvi Q2\fe:op tllt:'i.r capabi~. lties , 

Every citize(l i s fl'ec to ca r ry out scientl.fic ane! tr.cJmol03i.cal research, to .l r:dclJ.[;e 
i~) lnel'ary ~md 8.rtis(.ic c r eat i on , and to pC\r'ciclpate in oct1er cultural act.:1Vl.ties . 
'('0 encolu'8ge the i.nte l lectuals .'1'1(;e l'S, a~~ t ists , ani! s cient:ists anci to ;:"fford ti1p.~1 the 
requ~red co~ditions for resea r c h work , creation, a nd invention in the serv ice of the 
fa t !1'~r l and and '~he pf:op1 e, 'I'o a f f ord o pportunit.tes t.o l:huse cultura l worl-:: er's , \,Triters 
and artists Hho h2.'Ie bee:, persecut.ed l)y i;he l] , S , imperia l ists and th')ir 11ciceys 
f o r their p a1;rlot1c acLi~ltie s , To d evelop h ealt h service and the movement for hygiene 
and prophyl a~is . To attend to t he peopl~ J s health, To control epidemics, ~~ do a~ay 
\:1 :".0. danceco1,,, d isf'asss l eft over by tl1e lJ, S . and puppet regime, To develop I,:he 
rJO "Jcmen""(. fo r p!1~{sical t.raining and sports. To (i.evf-21op cultural r~la~jo~s ... :j!~l'~ the 
!1or~.r. ; thr:: t\·:o zo~·~es Hill f"lt.! l p each otrler to rdis(! trlp. peop l e ' s educ::J.tio:1E.J 18vel 3~-lci 
"he ( dc'I(,lopnent ) of q uallfiec. people, "'0 pror.1ote cultural l'e l aLj.o~!s Hith f')reisn 
~ounL~ les on the basis of e q ua l ity and mutual benefit . 

5 --,:,'0 gua:-anr.ee l~hf' rjchr;s a:1d c a
'
:.c1' to t.he l i.velihood of l·ior!/ers , l a::,orers , 2nd clvi] 

scr '/an1,;S, To p,'oJ:iu1..::; a t.e l abor l ecisla'Ci:m . To p ut. into p ract .ice t- he eiGnz-rlour 
,;or!:ir,g da y, To p r ovide f or a recii;1e of rest a:1d recreation . To sec; up a l'atlo:1a:i. 

syst~m of waGes and b~nuscs f o:- increase~ productivity . To imrro ve tne l ivinc and 
;:orkinB conditions of thc Horker s , l aborers , and civ il servants , To apply a po l ic y 
0 :;' ade::q ua te remunera t ion f o r np prer.t ices . To p ro v ide j obs to the Horl':ers and thp 

p00r people in the t o wns. To mak e every e ffort to do away ~'t h unemp l oyment . To 

put i nto p r actice a po l icy o n s ocial security t o care f o r and as s ist: Horkcl's, labol'c1's, 
<Jnd ci vil s er vants in case o f disease , :i.n capacit a tlon , o l d aGe , or r etir emcnt. To 
I Dprove living cond i tions in worki ng peopl e ' s r es i dential quarters . 
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S CilJ'l'iI VJ £1'];;,1: 

~c ~~t~:c disPll~PS bct"lCCn c~~loycr5 al~~ l.rl~loyc23 ~tl~QuCh nc~c~ia~i0n3 bctwce~ ~:1~ 

~:\!~ sili~3 ~:.~-:d r~~dic-:t.i on L'J' the nati0!~al den\)::;: 'a ti C 8.dr."!:"n.ist!""'2..ti o r.. rTc s:~;·_ c'C.~.~ ~;:"'G -

hibi-c ;:::10 .... ~ C~iL~l1=· of i-Jorl:crs ;:.tnd la0 0rcrs , ~o strLctl:,' ,p~oLlilJil fines dcduc~cd r.:-- /::,,:~ 

~·;a[cs ('.118. unjus:ificd s2.c:~in~; of' \lor~:cl"'s. 

~ --To ·i..nli~.d u;) ~~/crorlC Sout.h Vict.r.::-.:.C'!. L,:"vQr~ t'J.on t.!':7i12d F..JPC2S \: ~:~h 2. vicH to l:.ocratin: 
the pco;)l(: :J.nd dcfendj.l't:: the r"'a~;:.1cJ'1~~~d, ~.2.1i12 u 0U:-'11 ·v_c'Cl1Ctc L ~bcr-2-'C.:i.on A_~::l2d FJ::'cc::; -

CCf:1.j,J2. ... i sinC the !7taj.Yl j.'orcc ll:1its -, ~r1C rccton2.1 "CJ'OOP:-1J a~.d th(: r.1ili~ia and cucrI':ll;-;!.~-·· 

(""'~':"C ~:hc chiIdrcn of -ch0 pecplc: i?nd arc l:;()u.r:cl~es:)l;.~ }(.J ::i3l t o the inte:'cst:; of' the 
f~-!."ChcrlC!nd c~nd t~le ,:='c:u~Je . ~r.d 2.rc du~~· - boLind ":0 i'i.C;!l-: ;;houldcr ·~O s~1 0u::"dc!."· :'/ith t:lr: 

cn-circ .!lco)le i~O :'J.D2rate ~.l")e 30U~1'! , defenci ~hc; f'Z:.t~el'la nd ) r.ne::. ma~:c 2.:1 a::<.:ivc ~or:"~:ri
j'J.ti.on to "c.l~e c]:.::' c:nsc of' I) Ct"l,ce in I~sia 2..r .... cl in t.he \j or.2.d. To !)3.:,.. due attc~1~ion ~·.o -::!:'2 
l:uildi.nc~ of ~::1e L.:Q C::'''>::..1:ion Armed FCi"CC~;, ';70 s:·rivc:o r2..iS0 ~.:hC'~.~ ql,.~2 .. 2.:.t;y'· and ':i.C:-'2:J.S:': 

tr"'£lr fiGhti~[ (;z.pzl.~i:'y Hi~h J. 'J iCtl to sLcpPJ_n: u:) pco!,,>l.CS \12..:" , defeat.in: '~hc U,S. 
satel] i~-:e ) and Yl"Pl:'0.t :'~OO~)sJ .J.nci i';l'.incin,s th-2 fli·;hf., Ci[;ainst U.S . a£crcssioD, fe r 
n~:;:j_on8.J. s~ l vc..·.: i(;n to total victor~·· . To fit !'Gllst::en the ;Jclit;;ic2.1 Hork Hith a vic:·J to 
call~~nci~0 t:hc p8.tri.ot.ism :::lnQ dctcrrlinc~ticn to fin:::-t t and to Hin of Lnc L lbcrac..!..on f;..C'I::C~ 

r ..):"'ec~ ~ e n hanc inG ~he s·-;!1se of disc':plinc} and (;ontinuQu:;ly tichtenin£ ~hc II !'ish D.11C. 

\;~~~el,, 11 :'clatj ons bet\Jecn th ·:; arr~y and the popul2.tior:. 

(' - -To ShOH ~: r2.tit lldc "!":o th8 r.:8.rt~rrs) to cate!" for disabled. ur'J.1Yr:1cn , to rCHal"J. the 
fi. :;htcrs 2nd corl~o.triots \-1ho h2.ve an Qu~stalld.inc rcc.o'!.'G j.n the fiCht aGainst U. S . 
::.::~~rC!s:3ion v.nd for n;).l:iono.l s lll va:-. iorL The c :1~·i r.:) PCOl')10 arc L:l~a~efLtl to , and cun ·' 
s ·;:'2. n tly b8J.r tr~ mind the mcr,lory o f the r.ltlI'~yrs ~hCr bcloncC'c1 to thc Liberation A!';-:!cc! 

Forces 01' ~o vv.r'i.o11s r;~Y'viCtJG and. rcvolu tlonaC'J· ,')!'zani 3a:'; ions I 2nd those \1110 12.1d 

QCHll their li v es in political strLtcclcs: ~'1:eir fa .:nilics a:'c catered for and assl:::eJ 
by the 5t(l~~t2 a!1d the pco;llc. AruYI:lCn 2.!;'C. C0!:lpat~iots d132.ble(~ in l,.;hc course ot ~Clf 

8.:!."mcd 2 .ncl politic8..} struGGle ClI'e c8.1"cd -Cor o..nd ::.clpc!d.· To r'c\/ard in a. Hor~h~: pann(!:." 

al l fichters o.ncl comp2~tricts Hho have an ou':..s::andJ.nc rccord in the .:;t:-,u~[;lc 2::(l.~_r..st: 

US .: aGGrcs;)ion z.r,d for nat: .()llc.~l salv2.~ ion ~ T~e enti.l'c people 8.1"C cratcful t v r.nd 
11Clp t~c famil i es who have rcndcrnd s crv1ccs to th~ r 0 Jlution. 

J -· ·-To oI"[;anizc 0oci2.1 reli0f ~ To cive relief' to ·...::11 e COt:trJatriots --victir.lS of :ile \f a:' 
of ClCDrCS;;:l40n unl~ashed by the U, S. itlpcpi2.1Js"C.s and the pUpyc": rCCif:lc . To attcn ci ·~o 

O::"'pt18.nS , oId folks, and inv8.1jd people . To Or[;a :l-:'ze :'clicf fo ~" the 2rcas affectcd ~:: 

~13ttlr2 1 c ala~i~ics or bad crops. Cons idcr~~ioll ~3 ~!so ~i ven to disabl~d pUPJet a!~:~y 

mGl} and to tho t 'a~ilies of pu~pct ar~ynen i{il1ed in action , w~o are poor and fcrlDI~r 

'l'o h e ll) t !1.0SC peo~)lc drivcYl to c:le::3;Jc!"ation b:.~ :; :10 U. S . lm~criz.J.i.sJc~ a:1d ";; h0i.-' lc.,21:~:. - .j; 

to ~cbuild tllcir lives and serve the fatherland arld the people . 

~: _ _ r.:' o ~v.~ =-n~o p:"'Clc'cicc c qu2t:Lit.y be~\-!ccn Ran 2 nd UI;1'1D.n , t o l)rO~cc'c nothcl'S 8.11(1 (' ;:.: :~::!, :.:. ~~ 

?o ~~y utr~a3t 2~rcntion to rais~.~: the poli~ical J c~ltur~l ) 2..~d vocat ional 5 :~ndal"l~s ~:' 

\,"or,1cn in a r~C:..nncl' L'i:::·inC Httll 'Choir I18r~ts i~ t~Jc st.ru[c1e 2..[;2.':'!1St U ~ S . 2G~rl..:!..~Sl :") : '" :,'1 , ' 

f o::-, n2~: ~onC:.l 3nl ~JJ.t.i.on. 'Po develop the Vic~nZl.r.'.esc HOT;lcn is trad.:.tior15 of hCl"oi3:::, Ul~ 

d~:"U:!"1 ~cc:dncss J loy~Jt;y. and aptitude ~o st!oulclc r cvc :"Y r cs;>o110ib il ity ; Hor:1-2n arc c: q i.~~~: :: c 

r:~ n p o ! 2..ticall ~l, ccono:'1ieall:,; c u l tu:!'''a:'' 1Y,at'J.ci. so~iD..lly. HODe n \·,'ho c o the S3r.~C JC'!) 

. p~ccivc chc ;j a r.IC sz....J.z·.r:1 2nd tll1oHanc c s, and C:ljoy all otl~cr r ich'cs a~ 171C n. t-JOi.~C ;: 

HOl"~-:e2::; 2.4!d ci'lll s ervZ!.nts enjoy ::'t·!O T10nths motc:'nity lC D.?e \-iith full pCiy before (~ r'!~'~ 

after childbirt~ . 
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'i\.: ~)1.~!... :"n'..,o ~:':1cticc a polic:,r. of actively hclpip.C pcrrcs~-.tnc and t!'.:~~n:r.(:: ·.·IOC:~;' (;v!i:-""::;;, 

'::.'0 f'1~Cr:'.t:~[:~~.c pro[rc~;s:.·,;::; !:l8.r r iaGc and f8.I";1il~· rccul2..tiollS. To pr ()t::;c~ t.he:.: r~ ~I1t~; ":)f 
r:ot~ ..... c:'s cllh.l c!li ldL'Cll. J..'o dcvclo~ a nctHo:,~: o~' r:1(1~er'nit:l ho!";".cs, c;-,,')cll,')s, 8.n~ lnf';}~lt 

cl;:.sses . 

To do ~n.rz::: \!it.-h c,}.l soci2.1 c'lils broucht 2..bou~ ,-.:-. y' -che U. S, ir:l;JC!'ialis:s o.r~d t :!'.!i:n 

lZ!.c~:cys , \1:~ich 8.r'c hOl"nf'ul 'co \loracn 1 s h0al~h 2:n:l diL~lity. 

lO--To strcnct~1cn unity , to practice equality and ~u~ual ~s5i5t~nce aGo~G na~ic~~l~~ic~. 
To aoo] ish 2;.ll sYG:cns 2.nd policic,s 2..pplied b:; the if.l.?.::rizllis-S5 a:-:d their lac~~:-.:/~ · .. /i \::" 
w. viet-.' to divic.inc , op:)~cssin[. , and c:·~;Jloi.tins t:le var.:. o .... ~s r .. a"Cio~nlj.ties. ~o c~::(,:::;·:· 

discrimln~ltioJ~ a~cn~ ~nd forcible assit1ilation of t!lC natlon211tics ?o Gcvclop ~nc 
lcnr; - S~::::'llclinG trac.i.iv.:..on of unity and mutual assistance 8.r.10nc :hc vZ;.l'io:.!s :·r8.~ c!:· !~ .. z.: 
n~tionali.tics wit~ ~ view to dcfcndlnc and buildinc ttlC co~ntrJ. 121 n~:~on~:it~es 
arc cqu~l in richts and oblicationsa 

70 implcm·2r .. t the :J.Gl'r.1T"'i2.p policy Hith r CL::8.rd to minority pc;;,sants. To cncou:"'ZlCe u.n:~ 

!lclp ther.l settle dO\JD in fixed resldc~ccs, to imp!'ovc the1 r lands, 'co dcv\'~lop ccc::.Ct: ~,; 

2.no culture, to r8.i;jc thetr livlnc stanclards so as ":0 kGt:p abrC2.st of ~hc Gcnera:. 
level, The national ~i~orities have the ri.cht to use thci~ own spoken and wri:tcn 
lanGuaces to ticvclop t}lQ~r own culture and art and to malntnin or to chanGe thc~r 
customs and hnbits~ 

To strive to train minority cadres so as co quicl:ly brine about conditlons for rood 
!:',ana,sencnt- of the local affairs by the cOJ1cerned minority itself. 1n the are2.S in
habited by bie comn;;nities of a specific: ffiinority and ;r!1el'c the required condi':;ions 
exist , autonomous zones will be established within independent and free Vietnan. 

ll--To respect freedom of creed, to achieve unity and equality amonc the dlffcrent 
relicieus communities. To fiGht aeainst all maneuvers and tricks of the impel'ialis'Cs 
~nd their lackeys HI10 us e a number of persons under the cloak of reliGion to oppo:;;;:; 0;;1' 

people 1s struccle acainst U. S. aGcression and' [ or national salvatien, to SCi-! !ssen
sicn betl·:ecn o'2lievers and nonbelievers and anont.; differc:nt relicious com.:nunities, an':: 
to harm the country, the people , and the reliGion. To respect fr eedom of creed and 
v:orship . To preserve pc·codas , churches , holy sees, temples, All relicions are equal 
and none is to be discrimin~ted aGainst, Co achieve unity amonG believers o[ various 
relicions ~nd betHeeD believers and the entire nation [or the sake of the struccle 
acainst U, S. accression and thcir la~keys to defend and build the country. 

12 -- \';clC011e puppet officers and men and puppet officials bac!·: to the just c~usc, S:1 0 h' 

lcn::'cncj.' , an<2. r:;ive 8. f' .. Ul:'l2!1C trcatr.1ent to rallied armymen and prisoncrs-of-\!c:tr ~ To 
cp~ose t~lC U. S .. ir.1pcrialists and the puppet administration's attcn:!)ts to :;>re~·sG2.~1[ 

~2rc c nuriGs to serve the U,S. accrcssors asains~ the fatherland and nassacrc the people. 
To scvcrcJy puni5h the diehard thUGS actinG as efficient accn~s of ~he U~S. in~c:~~~li~ts. 

70 afford conditions for puppet officers and pu~pet officials to conc back to the Jus~ 
cau:e and join the people ' s f 1[ht acainst U. S. accression to save and build ~hc 
cOlJ.ntry . 
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7:!Q::'::~~ j.l:d':"'V1C.1.l2]S , sroups, Q!.' units of ti1(; puppet arr,lJ" 2.r:.(~ ;.:c:~!:j.List:·(Jtio~ \:h:·,. rcr.c.c:Y' 
sc~vices to tile C2USC of fichti.ng a82iI1st l~S~ a~G~c~sio~ for !::lti0~nl sa]~~tio~ .. r:] 
be rC ~ !2rc1 ec 2::d cnt:-usted \lith responsible jobs f T(~osc~ ','1:'0 ~~"r.lpathizc: \.'it~1 211(: ~·,.~p~~:r:'"'t 

thc struGGle ag,:inst UrS. agr;ression for r1stional s2.1vz:tior: or those \1:10 rcfl!S~ .~f) 

corry o~'.:; o!.'ders of the \.Jr.ited states a.nd pup pets to harn th" people ;1::'11 ::2\'e thc::'r 

Dc~its rcco~ded. 

T;lOse indlvi.duDls, groups, o:~ l.'ni ts \1110 havc bro:~en a\lay fro: :l the :)u ppet ",rLY' 8ml 
voh:nt;:.rily 8pply to join thc Liber8Uo;; A"',:10d F.)rces f,x' fi ghtinG a[;::. ins t ~he l.'r.it0d 
Stotes to SaVE the country a re \Ielco~ed Dnd enjoy equal tre8tment. ReG::.rdinG ~ho~e 
Eldivid<.1Dls or units \1r.O h2.vC bro:·:en al:2.Y fro;:! the PClppct tirr.l] 2nd Dcmini.strati:l~ ,,;:,c 

. risc~ against the U, S . aggressors to s2.ve the country , the front sta~ds ready to joi.~ 

2.cticns ~ ith the~ in the fiGht 2gainst the U.S. as~ressors O~ a basis of equality, 
I"I'-At<;al rcspect, ",nc. assistance so as' tcg ethG!' to protect t he . r,E,cpl e andliberate the 
f a t.hc r18 nd, 

Ti10se f unctioDDri.es of the; puppet 8dministrati.'m 1-1110 1r oluntEer t,) ser'/e the CO~~l~t!'J' 

anrl the people in the st2.t.e r:l2.chine Df ter the l ibe!."2.tion of South V.ietn2m ~Iill 

e n joy equal tre2.t::'.ent . ~'hose in the puppet arny Dr-d the puppet adl:li:1istratior- Dt 
8ny level I;ho have cO::lf.1i tted crines "gal.r:s t the pe ople b ut ere nO·.1 sincere ly repe:1tant 
I.lill be pardoned . 'f:1osc Ilho redee~ thei.r crines by r~eritori . o'Js t:ecds \iill iJe re'la.rdecl 
Dccordinc).y, Cn t:tured officel's and ,~en, of the puppet arn~' ·,·Ii ll enjoy h'J::lanital'ian 
tre~t~ent Dnd cle~ency , 

rl',lOSG ir, the U.S o [, l'my <)nd its s 2.teJlitc ,\l'nies \1[1,') c,'r)ss .)ver to the peopleis side 
IJill. be CiVO',1 :: ind treatr.10nt and helped tu return to their f,,;;l'tl1.e::: ;·;hen cOr!(lltio:;s 
permit. Coptured U,S. a~d satellite troops will be treated ~s c~ptured p~ ppet ~roop~, 

13- -.T0 prol.cct thc ri Ghts and interests of OVf,rSC3.S V.ietnanese, 

'fo \lelcor.lC t.he [)D triotisr.l of overseas V::.'etn8rnese 8nd hi Gllly v81 ue all theil' contriiJu
tions to the l'esistance to U,S, a[;CressJon for nDtionOlJ. s& l vat i r)rl of the pcople, '1'0 
pr8tcct the l'iE,hts 2nd i nterests of overseas Vjctnu.l:wse, To help th:Jse overseas 
V.:.ctnD tl0Sc \;ho \Iish to return to tal~e part in the ,Jt!i ldin[; !)f the country, 

14- -'1'0 protect the leGitir.18.te riehts 2.nC: interests ,)f fOl'ei[;n residents in SOUTh Vietnar:, 
To 'ielco~1C those foreign residents \Jho h2ve c0ntribub,d to the Vietn2.nese pearl e· l::: 
r esistaDce t .:..' U,S ... aggression for nation21 salv2.tic..n, All fo:'eicn resicents li; ;.!:r in 
~ outh Vietn~n nu:t res pe ct the independer:ce end sover0iGnty of V!etnam 8.nd obey 
ID,; of the natior:al dccocr3tic 3dmin istr2.tion. 'l'o protec t the lesitim8te riC!1ts a: , 
interests 8f 011 foreigr; residents ,·:ho co not cor)perate liit!1 the C. S, ir,lpe:'i21ists 
ond t:leir hcn cllnen i n oPposin3 the Vietllames e people 2nd Iih0 do not harn the 
inde pendenco 3r.d sovereignt y of Vietnon: , To give acl~qu;: te considcl'D tio:1 to the 
riehts and interests of those foreig:1 r esidents who havc dircctly or indirectly 
supported the Vietnancse peopl e ' s resistance to U, S. aGGression for nDtio!1::. 1 sDlv2tion , 
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Ij'[) r(:~~.olL:tcl~" ()rp:!::;(~ a!~'~. aOQ~Ll:3h 8.::;' p~: "!'Cle.~ 01' trlt.: U ~~ . .lr: I. :H-:r'.!..;:J.·~ 1'-~ ::~ . 3r..(; ~Le:_!' 

~J.C::('~:::;0!1 :?i;'l ec~ at. ~;:J'.'.i~'1C 0.~.!:'C(I:·(~ opt.Cep.f1 ::Y!(- V~e tn~:."J(~3( r~:'.)::,:"-c 2.: .( ~ C. ·~; l""l~~C: :-e::. ~<.~ .. 4 -

Vier.nD.ii: js one ~ 

HC:.JnificZ:.ti.0n of t;'-i£~ COG!lt;r~r is the sacred a5pl~atiol! of' o:...tr- entire t"e( ... :;-:..c ~ V:...c~, r 3. ~. 

n~s~ be T'c!Jn~[,ie <J 

1 - -1'11e rcu;: .~ :~.cat5_or~ of Victnar.;. ~'Ji11 be realj::ec::. ste~ b~r step and thro"J.C:1 ~c:::..ccfL.1 

nlcans O~ ~!1C :'ri~ci~le of n2~otiatio~ bctt;(~cn t~8 two ZOt10S ~:ithout either ~ide 
usinG f)rC~~urc aC3it1st the other a~d ~itho~:t fOrel[n it1terfcrencc . 

2- -Fcndir.c t,hc 
ef'i'ort:s 1:C or<;J!.~(.' ~") Pc.iC;::' i:1'/asion and clefe:1G the fatherland 3..~1d ai:. the S~I_:';"'10 ti.:--·e 
('!1':::C i;. vor t'J e ~ :p2..n ;:.~ econnnic and eu] tupa1 e::cha:1C('3. Tllc peo~·1·2 in both ~G:les are 

l'ree t.o e::C;,.J:·1GC le:'.;tcrs, to ;;0 fro,,! O:1e Zi)~le to another, and to choQse their :)lacc 
of residence. ---
IV , To J\pp:,. ~; a F-JJ"C'ic;n P.")lic :>, of Peace and !Icutrality 

T:1C nr.LSV 8.~)pJ.~ef) a forelCl1 ~:' 01ic~,; 0:' peace a~1d rH.:'~!tl'a1it~:/, C1 forei cn po]. ie,)" :::lic! ; 
Guaratlteri5 the j . n~cpcn~.::~~:cc , soverej~nty) t:~ity, and territorial intecrity of t~e 
count r:,r ,::.:,:i hcl:-is s~'\_.iecu2.!\'~ -(!orld p( ... nce ~ I n r1'Jre C~~Cl'''2te tCl"'Jl5 tnis rolic~~ cO:1~;i~;~s 

of the i'o11o\:;~n[. 90ints : 

I- -To cstc,bj ish cHplonaU.c reL,:;ior.s \;iti·\ all cO L: ntries reGardless Qf their 5()ciaJ. 
a!1G. p0 1 1tico..) s,YstCr:1 on the :.:>rincipl e of mu.tual respect for each ether ' s ir:tle:)0:1der~cc , 

30vcreiGnt~ , and terx'jtorial inteGrity, without infrincement upon each other, ~:ith()ut 

inLerference into ea(;)' other ' s internal a ff3.i.J'S , territor:;, equality, r.!lltual oe::efl ts, 
c..DC peJ.cef:.;l . coc:=j.;;te~ce .- To abolis~1 all ur~e :!L!al treaties l:hic~l the [)urpG~ 

~~:~.li r!i_ :Jtr2.tio:'1 h2.s. ~, iGned \:itil the U:lited St2.tes or 2.:1.Y" oti"":er c~untl':r.. T:) l'c::;pec t t.:"!e 
ccc;~of.lic 8.nd cult~J.l'al inter'csts of those co:;r.!::rics t!hich s/::lpa:h:L7.e \lith, SUP:i:>l': I or 
'i.S:3;":;: the st'"..:"u{~Sl(: ac.:alnst U.S , aGGre:--;~i.Q:1 fo~ (luti:>n:J..J :~d:v.J..tior. cf the Vi !~tr:(!.-:~c3~; 

~' c:):--Jlc- To 2.~CC~~~ tcch:1ical and ec~n~:H:1ic 2:Ss~_st2.nce fro~ an:." cO·~·:ll .... r:: \:ltr'"'.O'_::. :~:J-'_ ':':::c :.} 

c':l ~.l~_itiollS attac:lcc..~, To join r.;) !'i:ilJt2..:':.- al1ia:lcc, to rlccc:1t no ;::i.lit.ary ~er30:-.: ~ cl 

or iJil:'·;3.r;:,' tz",sc.:::; of forclcn cO :.:ntries 0::' So uth Vietna::l terri~o['~:. 

2- -To strcnGtllc~ fI'ic~-:dly relations ' .... 'ith all cO:1r.tries t:hich sy:.1pathizc i'i::~ , s~:;;>Jrt, 

or as:>ist the str~cr.: : c 2.Eainst U.S . aCE:;I'cssion for natio:1~1 sal.Vatio;1 of tnC' 
Vict!'12..i.tcse ~eor>lc. To strcr~Gthen relatio!1s of Cooc. nci,c;l1bori1ood ~~ith Ca::1lJo;:.li a a! ld 
Lo.()s . To uncoasint;ly conso l idate so l idarity anC r.\'.: tual assistaClce bet\ice!, t',e 
i:cor;les o f thE' I :~dochinese countries \!it!1 a vie,: to defendins the i r :'esrec':i\·e 
i :-vlependence , sovereicnt:· , nne:: territoria l inteGrity <:![;ainst t!le aGcressj.ve 3m! i: a r 
;;ro·/ocation po l ic~· of the U. S . imperialists and their henchnel1 . 
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:::-·~[\ct-iv-i~1 v supp;)rt tbe naL .irj~"\8.J. ij.DCT'2.tior· fi1(J\i~r:le:"lt ot_"' t.~le peoples i.n t.S:2
J 

[fr:"ca s 

3D(l Latin ~l~erj.ca aGainst iopeI'lalisD a;ld old ard ~S~i cclo!1ialis~. Active)y 
support cN~ st.T".lGsle of thE' j\neric8.f! peoplE 2Cc:'1.r-~t the 1:.3. lr:1p"rin~js ':;'" ''{<1r' of 
aG~reKs~a~ In Vi~tna~ . Actively support tne sLrucg1e for peace, d~8ocracy. 30d 
social procrAs~ in 21~ countries i n the w:)~ l d. 

c!isSO.ltJt::'on :)1' tbe a':;Gres~·ivE:: m·~~l':"tary b2 o,~s a c~.d fO~7e .iC:1 nil ~tar.:: bases 0.: .~.r.lper::a:_ is:'",~.· 
Ull r.eRSllJgJ .~r consoJ. i.ti,!~t;' ali o develop reJ.~t.~: i :.R"J.S wi:,l-:. int2rr:.v.tior..~. J . Ger.1(·cr;.::ie: 

~rganj7.3t:i.on ~ .8.nd t.ile people~ o f ftl1 countJ.' ies incllld.l.ng the i\r.12r: ... ~an peop~e ", 

corl1.r l.l)llte t ·() ~J:I"!'f-; cOY·I.~~ l)l idation and deveJ c'pL1r;':'.i.t or r(~p. w(Jr~ G pC -jp·~e: ::. fr::nt. i! i 

~ct ivel."'.j 
s"'J pp ()rt 

r:!"r1C ~tru6[;;1~ a f3'~i.nst !Y , ;). 8. fI8 t 'c:}; s.i r,Jil j f·J.~ 118.tic·na"L :3dl..Vati:Jrt. o!· .JLlr peopJe is an 
z}:t.re!rely l-; 8,rd O,JL ... :Jc1'1.0U5 (!~ .... uS~ :t CO~': (~e['t'tf: L::')l onJy rJc!e aestin,Y Je our pe~.)ple 8.t 
prf:'scnt <:).;'1(1 aLl. (l . lj· futu)"E' s«,e't'fitio:-1S \.J ut a~s'J t.:: !:' in t er8sts -::,f t'!e pe ~,p~es it) the 

· \oI orld W~1() art="! stl"'\.q2,g .Ll.Oe for' pcar;e ; r")a~ir)n2.~ ]~1d.E'pe r~derlC'eJ c.er,1ocracy, and S OC1 .3.: 

proCress. 1:1 order to accompJ. inll t:12.t E;lc1.ri01Jf' c,ws"', O~.lr peop:'€, CI .L l'€2dY'lnitec!, 
rw.st Ull.l!;e sl ill ~l()re closely and broad}.y' 

'i'l~e rlF-L':iV w8r:r.l;~_W~lcuf.1es flU po:" ,i f;1.cP\:' partees, r.1a;3:o· or~a.r,izatior,s. and p2. t;r':;ot.ic 
and prosrc<;sive pers:malit.:lp.s \Ji.l O bJ.'oadly '.'c.ll} \-lithin and outside tile f'rUl1t j,n order 
to Lepfe.:).\: toe;€. tht'l' t.he 1) , S . a Gr::;ref:;:;r)l'f:; an1 ,,!',rd.l' h8tU:i',r.,en 

~\11e st.t' ;J.3r, le agCl.in ~"'t :J S~ agg l'e .s~·,i:)ni f:)r rl2.ti otlal 3a1.v2.tjon of o .... u' peuple is ? j1JSt 

cause . ·Ol..l ·e peopJe t..hr:"')'l£;n()u(. tile countr'y ::tP0 f;i' OLlC r.llnd "CO fight art(~. defe2.t :'he U. S . 
aGr:;J 'eSs:Jrs a ~1d their he tlc}-\ r,len , tPh.e s~7(.lpa"Cr-Jy .. !.~LlPP')]'tJ add a;;sis:JcU1C? of tr:~:; p~f~,p.t.f,; CU." 
the s()claljst cou!~t.ci€:~; the :~ . s).anJ I.fri.c2n: Gi~\d l , c..~t.i.n ii!1crican e01.l(ltri8S c:-!~ ·!. c!. p(~ aC8 -

lov .in[,;, justicr; .. 1ovinp Pt'opJ. t Ct~L; J',el"the WlJl'Id, in('.'· '~. ing \;he pI' rJsressi.'/t' :w o9"le h' 

the United S tates , a re oecominG c!C',;;per anrl "trot:[,er da~' Dy cla~' 

Hill sureJy win complete ·~·i.eto:,:,r, 

j18 I~atter [;(1\·1 fre nz.'.e d, br·ute>.l; obdurate, and pC!r:"ldio\ls tl"le U , S . ir.lp821aU.st;; r.!ay 

'Je, tiley I-r nl inev).tabl:;: mee 1'; "'it,!!. bitter l'a).ll)['e Tn t.heir crim:iJ12l SC{ieme,; , 

In the :supr'ene -Lntep~bts of the fc. t,herla~c.i.;. Jet· our entire peop}f' in S:)\).tr Viet~'law 

s~rcn:2:t} ~ en t::eir soljc.ar.itY i rrd.l. lio!"lS as Orte l 8.nd rlt~l""! forw2.r d :::.:l o'.tlder tv s ;-:o~11de~" 

i '1 the iupctus of' OUI' victories to cOr.ip3.ete .iy uefeat. :'11," U ~,. a C2;re,:,s'JPs ;,If'd ti··.ci:: 
5"'c.~0t3e ndr..l:'"listratlO!1; and toGetl'ler 4ith' our norr.hc.r.';:l. CO;--lpatr~ot~ "Co fulfilj -=c.; ... e 

Great 8nd [;1 orio0.s ca1J~e 0"[' ; . .i.beratinc t!"1e !".i'Hltr ... dei'E:fJdi!li; the ~.101>~hI :H!ll p.t'.)C;-:t..~ Jl:·G 

tOl-lard tl1e pe a.ceful reu.nification oi~ the fat herland. 

Tile il?LSV pled;:;e:; to be alway~; '..r ();:,1;hy of t h e c()f!fin011Ce of our cOr.1patr-l~ts 3" .c: ot:r 

frie:lds ()C~ the fiVe r;o!1i::.ir!cllls , t!he Viet~13ncSA pF:ople wi'J~t sG.?""'el:1 be ' .... ictor'io\) s : :. !~€ 

lj 3. <l CCr'cssors Clnd t !'"'_ei l ' he~·lC{1.i7l~n ~rill ce l"ta.inl.l be defe3"'Ced ~ 'l'!: e tJPL SV proGran 
for' liberatj.on is 'serre to r.1"t..er·lali?E'; ! Fi[;~lt..crs a nd cOrlpa~;riot5 thro<:e;llout Sour.l1 

Vi(:tna~~ , und'~r 1;:)(?- Glorious b8.I~!I(;r of the ifFr~S'I , 1L1<'.rch f Ol'llard heroicalJ y' 

- ~. -~ .. ----.--- - - -- -- --.-
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S un Jay, S e jll. 10, 1967' . THE WASHISGTO:-\ POST 
• . . R3 

li1Lfl- ~~~i k -~-~1l0 rl'-TJ1]tr11 ~ ~~ .~~ . f1 li;O ! P~l J.; [1 Lv w.l \UJ_ \0 ·lLllll 
i 

-~ ' -n r', . 
. ;j) D""Yv ,"" .I[p Ljr---. J1r AI--"'n -., "1',-,,,.-,.' 'lJ)( ~ 'Lt' fl l '~ . ~L ~ :-1\ fll/D ~i; t] ;.\ 

- ,1 I L.illLl . U \[/ Jr' . w:," 'lJi 
. JL I '~ike a l ;ime Domb' 

By MULTey Marder 
In Iocusill o" Oil th e racial 

V,'a5hlngton P05t Sta!{ \Yr iter 

North Vie tnam is "rowin": ' - Schoenbrun, who was in rioting in .'\mcrrcan cities as a 
• 0 "'1 N'OI.th VI'e tn" n1 fOl' Ill-l1e (' a"s 111 aJ' 01' l)lus in Korth Yietnam's more unvirldin" about p cace ; . ,. . ' J. ' -, '" .' I rel<.ted hiS expenenccs 111 favor, Dong in an Aug. ~1' 

talks, rather _ th an more . fle:l- i Bangkok on Thursday. They speech said: "This struggle IS 

bIe, as American bombll1gs 111- i were broadcast las t night like a time bomb at the heart 
t ,ensify', according to diplorn~t- , (:\BC Tele\',ision's "Scope;' to I : of th e U.S . capitali st society." 
ic reports reaching Washin g- be rebroildcast here at 1 p.m. • Don '" ,vas reportQcl by l 
ton today on Chan nel 7). . . I Sehoe;brull to ha\'~ scoffed at 

- _ . _. . . . Pharo Van Dong was des-li th e Sept. 3 presidentia l. clee-
TIllS, nSWb mood of nulitan- eribed as "planning for an lion in South Vietnam 111 th e 

cy in Hanoi was one 'reason Ar, .2rican im'asion" and ex- Isame vein as ha,:e North Vlet-. 
\vhy Secretary of State Dean· pecting the aerial devastation , . nam's pu blic statements scorn-
Rusk on- Friday. deliberately of Hanoi . ' in '" it as "low com edy." But 

. A;';;erican analysts believe .the 
. downgraded prospects for . ne- 1'1'el!i1l'ec1 to l'i;ht On electioi\ seriously discomftted 

,. gotiations. . . "He beli eves ," said Schoen- Hanoi. They note ·that the pro-
All acc'ounts 'coming out of brun, "that in a last ad of cl es- gram of the ' Nati?l:al Libera-

Hanoi, throu gh public and pd- p'eration \';e are going to wip ej tron l"ront, the polltlcal arm ?f 
, l out Hanoi. , . , He is prepared I the Yictcong guerr illas 111 

vate channels, "how that tne to figh.t on in th e mountainsj ' South' Vietnam , has been r e
officially di ssem inated view of . for as long as it can poss ibly I vised to pledge a "really demo-
• . . I . ' take." I the war from t 1ere IS pre- . . cratic" election . ' . 
cisely 1he reverse of the offi- ' The Premiei' was reported At the Texas ' White Housel 
cial ~ersion in Washin b'ton. ~ reluct a nt even to talk' about Iyesterday, ?r~ss, se.eretary 

Noi·th Vietnam contends, the possibility of pe<;lce discus- Geor"e ChnstIan said the 
arld what is more, pCI'haps be- · sions. "He is, I think," said Presi~l e llt "is aware" of re-
lieves, that time and strategy Schoenhrun, "totally a hawk." ports that South :!i~tnam h~s 
are on its side for 9utlasting : D espite the hea vy American advis ed Great Bnta1l1 that It 
the United States. bombing of North Vietnam, means to approach North Vie~-

. Schoen burn, like other v~si- nal11 soon with an offer of dl-
Premier: Is Quotecl . 1 h '1 d t t" . tors, salc e eOlllC e ec no r ect peace talks th at would In-

In an inten'iew in Hanoi evidence of fali gue" among clucl'e the NLF-Vietcong .. ' 
l ast week with North Viet-/ th e people but only res iliency Secretary Rusk on Friday 
namese Premier Pham Van I -strengthened, not weakened, -said the United States "would 
Dong by American ' newsman I by the escalating air war. welcome som e basis on which 
David Schoenbrun, the Pre.. Pham Vall Dong was quoted there could be a generai re-
rnier was quoted as saying: ! there could be a general rec-

"As for peace talks ... th t" as saying: oncili ation among the people 
initiative is up to the United . "We ' have one overriding ble basis." But- he sai'd "thatl 

, States. You have to slop bomb· problem only, and that is how doesn't · m ea n that the NLF 
ing us unconditiona lly. 1I .vou i to exist and how to survive, has a status as a government 
want peace talks, th ey ran 10' and our whole ' - co.untry t\~ ., .. or th at it should be given 
low but, _ . there will I'r po a veto on the possib ility of t reclprot:ity. There wi!1 he l!) geared to this. ' ,. pulli ng Xorth Vietnam and 

I b argaining_ There viill be no I . "You Americans have ' other South Vietnam apart milita-
t' i blackmail, ancl we \rill not I'ay /' problems. You have racial rilv." 

ranso'm to pirates." : problems. Yo u have world A leading House . Replihli-
As for the subject of talks, can, l\Ielvin R. Laird (R-I\"is.), 

. according to othel' reports re-/ /' commitments. Vietnam is only ' said in Chica£;o on Thursday 
layed to I\'ashington, Hanoil one of your problems. l\Ia'ybe night tha t : "It's increasing ly 
maintains there is esscntialiy I you hare got a million-maybe evident that the .-\d min istra-

. 'only one real topic: I\"ithdraw- ' you ha\'c g"t 2 million-Amcr- tion is p rcssing Saigon to ne-
'a1 of Uqited Sta tes' forces \ icans who are devotin;; them- gotiate directly wi th the Viet· 
fro!11 Vietnam_ . con g." Laird said "they (the 

selves seriously, full tim e to '1;:-.i~F) h ave the pcwer in south l
l 

/

th e Yictnamese war. \\' e have , Vietnam at the present time 
16 million. So ,i'c outnumber ., and must take p ar t in ne;;ot ia-j 

tions_" . . .' you 8 to 1.'.'., ._ .. .. . " ,_ _ .. , .. ' ,. , _ . 
. 2"36 -,-- , . --..i.' 
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By Chalmers ::\1. Robc~'!s 
Wasbln;;ton Post Stal! WrIter 

The record i~'dicates that 
the Ashmore·Baggs peace ef
fort" ran afoul cif a change 
in American policy which oc
cUlTed at the moment they 
were involved in Vietnam di
plomacy. 

This is the record, as far 
as it is now kno\'."D, of 'tlte 
pertinent events: 

DEC. 4, 19GB-Poland re
ported to the Unit ed States 
that North Viet nam w"s pre· 
pared to send a man to War
saw to mee t an American 
representative and to do so 
without demanding as a pre
conclition an end to the 

'American b 0111 bin g of the 
North. 

American officials subse-
.. quently contended that in· 

dependent checks sho\ved 
tbis to be a Polish view, 
not that of North Vietnam. 

Dec. 13·1~A mer i can 
planes raid near Hanoi. Po· 
land later privately blamed 
the raids for ending chanccs 
' 01' a meeting. Af~c:- the 
.aids Hanoi began to stress 
the demand that bombing 
must cease u nconditionally 
before there could be talks . 

Dec. 26·Jan. 6, I 9G7-Har
rison SalisburY of the New 
York Times created a furor 
with dispatches from Hanoi 
picturing civilian destruc, 
tion from the American 
raids Officials here said 

. Han;i had let Salisbury in 
as p art of a campaign to 
force ' an end to the bomb· 

. ing. Ashmore and Baggs ar
rived in Hanoi the day 
Salisbury left. 

Jan. 12 - Ashmore and 
Baggs met Ho Chi 1\Iinh who 
stressed an end to the bomb· 
ing Ashmore now writes 
that "we had not 'brought 
back'.' fro m this interview 
"any hard proposal" from 
Ho "beyond th e reiteration 
of his unqualified commit· 
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ment to enter into negotia· 
tions" if the U.S. halted the 
bombin2'. 

Ashmore reported to Stale 
Department officials th at he 
and Baggs felt that "Ho 
seemed prepared to consider 
a specific proposal based on 
a formula of mutu al de· 
escalation" of the fightin g. 

Early Jalll!ary to early 
February - The U E it e d 
States secrptly sent fOLlr 
memoranda to Hanoi de· 
scribing, officials say, possi
ble methods of cleescalation. 

'Thr:se messages, yet to be 
made public· were handed 
by an American embassy of
ficial in l\'Ioscow to a North 

Feb. 4-A s h mol' e and 
Baggs met at the Stateo De- ' 
partment with Undersecre
tary Nicholas deB. Katzen
bach and other top officials 
but not including Secret"ry 
Dean Rusk. 

A letter from Ashmo re to 
Ho \\'as drafted with Assist· 
ant Secretary \Villiam P. 
Bundy, whose area includes 
Victnant, as the ch [ei de· 
partmental draftsman. 

The key sentence in the 
lett e r stated that "senior 
officials" at State "expressed 
opinion that some reciprocal 
restraint" was necessary 
along with a . halt to the 
bombing and an end to the 

Vietnamese representati·\'e. in fiux of American troops 
Jan. 27 - JIanoi's man in if talks were to take place. 

Moscow gave a r eply to the Feb. 5 - The draft letter 
American official. Later the was delivcred to Ashmore at 
State Departmnt described Fulbright's house. Ashmore 
the reply as "a d i a tr i be mailed it that afternoon. The 
against the United Stales." letter did not specify the 

Jan. 28-1'\0I"th Vietnamese "reciprocal res,traint" al· 
Foreign ]\linister N guy e n though the President's letter 
Duy Trinh in an interview' of three days earlier had 
with Australian Communist specified an end to North 
journalist Wilfred Burchett Vietnamese infiltration into 
said th at "it is only after the South. 
the unconditional cessation In addition, on the day 
of U.S. bombing and all (Feb.· 2) the Administration 
other acts of war against the said the Presidential letter 
DR\, (North Vietnam) that was drafted, Mr. J ohnson 
there could be talks between told a press conference that 
the DRV and the U.S." . 

, ? .. ' , "JlISt almost any step" would 
F eb. ~-PI eSle!ent· Jonns~n be a suitable r esponse from 

pre.pared a . letter to Eo 111 Hanoi. He also had said th::tt " 
whIch .he to.ol;: up the Bur- "we would be glad to ex-
c'hett mter:'lew POll1ts. ~Ir. / plore any reciprocal action ." 
Johnson sal~ he would 01'- Sometime be tween Feb. 2 
del' a cessatIOn of bomning" and 9 the official American 
and also halt "further aug- terms were hardened 
mentation of U.S. forces in Feb. 8 - Soviet P·remier. 
SouthYietnam as soon as I Alexei Kosygin, who. was in 
am assured that infiltration London Fen. 6·13 said at a 
into South Vietnam by land press conference' that the 
and sea has stopped." These Trinh interl'ie\'.' with Bur: 
"acts of restraint," he said, chett "boils down" to say-
"would make possible se· ing that if the U.S. u neon· 
rious p l' i vat e discllssions." ditionally stopped the bomb-
This letter, however, was not . ing, "then it would be pos-
turned over to Hanoi's man sible" to open talks .. Kosygin 1 

in 1Ioscow until Feb. 8 and thus pub I i c 1 y ch anged 
the delay has ne\'er been ex· Trinh's crucial word "could" 
plained. ~i!lto "would." He was never - --_. -- ---". -- . -

- -- contradicted by Hanoi on 
. this. Furthermore, Kosygin 
passed the \','ord to Wash
ington, which had inquired 
as to when talks 'Nould be
gin, that they coule! sta r t in 
t hree or fou r weeks. 

Feb. 9 - Sec're tary Rusk, 
at a press confere nce which 
had been annotlnced by the 
White HOllse, said that "for 

. some time now there has 
been evident a systematic 

."Campaign . by th.e Commu· 

nist side to bring about an 
uncondition al and perman· 
ent cessation of the bombing 
of North Vietnam . without 
any corresponding military 
·action on their side, in ex
change fo, the possib ility 
of talks - t alks \,;hich are 
th us far forml ess and with· 
out content." 

Rusk also distinguished 
between a "pause in the 
bombing (here he seem ed to 
indicate hc woule! aciree to a 
pause in exchange 'for talks) 
and a "permanent cessa· 
tion." For the lat ter to take 
place, he said, "\\'e must 
know the military' conse
quences." The U.S., he said, 
cannot stop the bombing 
without reciproci ty for that 
would be "closing off on e
half of the war while the 

'rest of it goes on full force." 
In short, Rusk was surfac-

; ing the central point of the ' 
President's lelier to Ho, the 
contents of which were not 
made public until Hanoi 
broadcast it l\1arch 21. 

Feb. 10 - Ho said he re
ceived the Jo hnson letter on 
thi s day. Ashmore assumes 
it arrived' before his own 
letter with the ' less specific 

i request on the point of 
r eciprocity. 

During this period, Feb.
, 3-14; there was a pause in 
. the bombing over the Tet 

holid ay in Vietnam, includ· 
ing a Presidentially ordered 
sh ort extension. ~ . 

Feb. 13-Ho in a l etter to 
Pope Paul VI assailed the 
U.S. He coupled an uncon-. 
ditional end to the bombing 
with the withdrawal of 
American forc es and the 
r ecognition of the National 
Liberation Front, the politi
cal arm of the Vietcong. In 
"\Vashillgton this was takcn 
as a reply to the President. 
Resumption of the bombing 
was ordered. 

Feb. IS-Ho r eplied to the 
President in words similar 
to the Pope. "A little later," 
writes Ash m 0 r e, he and 
Baggs received a reply to 
the Ashmore letter saying 
there did not seem to be 
any point to their making a 
second viSit to Hanoi. 
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Following is the text of the 
let ter by Harry S. Ashmore to 
President Ho Chi Minh: 

Dear Mr. Presiden L: i 
Mr. William Baggs and I ' 

_. have made a. full {eport to 
appropriate officials of th e 
United States Governmen t on ' , 

'. our recent i..0nversation with 
you in Hanoi. Ambassador 

' Luis Quintanilla has commu
· nicated his views to the U.S. 
'. Ambassador in :iVIexico City. ' 

. . The State Department has 
· expressed itself as most 

gratefu l for your thoughtful 
approach to the possibility of 

.' an ultimate settlement of the 
· hostilities between the United 
States' and the Democratic Re· 
public of Vietnam . 

In our se\'eral discussions 
with senior offlcials of the 

· State Department they took 
;' oceasion to reiterate points· 
· :we believe are already known 

to you. They emphasized that 
- the U.S. remains prepared for 
.'.secret discussions at any time, 
without condi tions, and that 
such discussions migh t cover 
-the whole range of topics rele
vant to a peaceful settlement. 

. . They reiterated that the Ge· 
neva Accords might be the 
framework for a peaceful so-

· 'Iution. . 
. • They expressed particular' 
.interest in your sugges tion to 
us that private talks could be· 
gin provided the U.S. stopped 
bombing your country, and 
ceased introducing additional 

.. U.S. troops into Vietna m. They 
expressed the opinion that 
some reciprocal restrain t to 
indicate that neither side in· 
tended to use the occasion of 
the t alks for military ' advan· 
tage would provide tangible 
evidence of the good faith ofl 

, all parties in the prospects fori 
:. ~a negotiated settlement. . " 

... 

\ 
~' I "\ 

Z. j \" "1"
I...... l 
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In the light of th ese con· 
cerns, th ey expressed areat 
interest in any clarificati~n of 
' this point that you might wish 
. to provide through a commu
. 'nica lion to us. 
.'. Speaking nov; wholl y for 
ourselves, we believe tile es· 
sential condition for produc
t ive talks is an arrangement 
und er which neither side 

. s tands to gain military advan· · 
-tage during th e period of ne"o. 
ti ation. To achie\'e this e~d 
it .may be that preliminary 
Secret discu~.sions would be 
rtelpful to determine the out· 

- line of a possible peaceful 
settlement. ~ 

. . As we see it, these are prac. 
tical considerations that have 
nothing to do with questions 
of "face." There is no doubt 
in Our minds that the Amcri. 
can Government g e n u in ely 
seeks peace. As private eiti
zeEs, our sale concern is in 
f acilitating a discussion that 
will bring all matters at issue 
to official consideration. It is 
in this sense that we convey 
these comments, and invite 
any reply you may wish to 
'make, which' of course we 
would report to our Govern
ment in complete di~.cre ti on. 
. May I take this occasion to 
renew our thanks for the 
co u I' teo u sand consider:lte 
treat ment we r eceived in 
Hanoi throughout our \'i3it 
and for the honor of our most 
useful conversation with you . 
: If you feel that further per
sonal can versa tion with 1\Ir . 
'Baggs and me is in order we 
would, of cou rse, r eturn to 
lIanoi at your convenience. 
i HARRY S. ASH:'IIORE 

.~ 
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OF mOVE NEG!\TING 
t1 PEACE FEELER 

, . f 

. Ashmore, Editor: Who Met 
'With Ho Chi rAil1h, Says 

Efforts Were Undercut 

TWO L~TTERS AT ISSUE" 

Ol1e From tile White House 
Said to Have Conflicted 

With Intermediary's 

By HEDRICK SMITH 
, - SDccial10 The Xc',v Yori>: Tirr..es 

' WASHL,GTON, Sept. 17- -The l 
editor and writer, Harry S. Ash-

. more, reported-today that he re
layed it peace bid to Ho Chi 
Minh on behalf of the State De-

, partment last Februarj. But Mr. 
Ashmore charged that Presidcnt 
Johnson then "effective ly and

l -utally canceled" t::e secret 
.Iitiative by sending an l' nCOI11 -

promising lctter to the North 
Vietnamese Pres ident. 

Mr. .Ashmore said his letter 
had been \Hitten i:1 respon~e to 
a "conciliatory" conversation he 
had had with Ho Chi Minh iIT 
Hanoi last January. He added 
Hlat Mr. Johnson's letter, set
ting forth "most stringent" . 
American terms for:" peace,' 
,eached Hanoi before the mes
sage that Mr. Ashmore had been 

: authorized to send. 

" Duplicity' Charge d 

Ho Chi l\linh, in a letter to 
iI'·'!"r: Johnson dated Fe.b. '15-11 
· which became pubbc last 
'Marcl1 21-rejected 1\·1r. John-' 
· son's' dem aJlds. ,As a conse
: quence, 1f f. Ashmore ha? indi-
· cate:l, 'the secret State DepC!rt-

1 
ment m essage routinely re-

' ceived . a , negative response 
:. from Hanoi. ' 
; ~ Mr. Ashmore, form er execu-I 
,:tive ed itor of The Arkansas 
. -Gazette, is now executive vice 

'esidcnl of the Cen ter for the 
. ..,tudy of Democratic Institu

: ' tions at Santa Barbara, Cal if. 
:··He sz. id President Johnson's let
. :ter had contradicted the terms 
: -of. the, mcssage appro'(cd . ~y 
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· :the St'ate Departrgent: M'r.- Ash
more also accused the Presi
dent of ,"crude ' duplicity" and 

; the Administration of ,"double 
,dealing." i 

· William P. Bundy: Assistant: 
· Secretary of. State for East\ 
: Asian Affiars, said the State De-
:partment "had discussions with i 
Mr. Ashmore and Mr. Baggs,,: 

. as we would with any Ameri- I 

'can who has talked with lead- : 
ers in Hanoi." 

, But he refused to comment I 
on Mr. Ashmore's reported 
peace approach or his charge, 
tha t the President's inten'en
tion had upset the effort. 

Intensive Effort's Recalled 

"Any cornmen t must await a 
careful study of Mr. Ashmore's 

:story," Mr. Bundy said. "I can
:not comment on something like 
·this· uver the phone." 
/ Other officials, without con
' firming the report, recalled that 
,'Iast winter was a time of com
plicated contacts with Hanoi. 
The State ' Department has prc
viously disclosed that the 
United States Embassy in Mos
cow made five contacts with 
:North Vietnamese diplomats in 
·January, culminating with the 
:delivery of Pres.ident John'son's 

, ' letter. 
\...' Early in February, the United 
· States was also communicating 
' with Hanoi through' Prime 
· Minister Wilson of Britain and 

Premier Aleksei N. Kosygin of 
' the Soviet Union, who were 

meeting in London. 
Mr. Ashmore told of the 

peace approach in a 15,000-
: ;word article, "The Public Rela
: tions of Peace," printed in Cen-. 
· ter Magazine, a new bimonthly 
. ' publication of his organization. 
: . The peace approach, he re
~ ported, was an outgrowth of a 
::trip he took to Hanoi last Jan
~ 1Jary with William O. Baggs, 
: edi.tor of The Miami News. They 
,' arrived in Hanoi Jan : 6, had a 
:'private two-hour . conversation 
: with Ho Chi Minh Jan. 12, lcft 
· Banoi on Jan. 14 and reported ! 
: to the State Department . on! 
: J an . 18. 
. : In a telephone in ten'iew to-
· day, Mr. Ashm'ore said he had 
· refrained from disclos ing thc 
episode until now because "we 
thought tha t as long as wc' 
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mightb~ 'a"~s~{ul ' channcl wc 
didn't want to jeopa rdize it." 

But he said the latest expan
sion of the war indicated th at 
"whatever kind of ch::mnel we 
had is rio use now" and that 
there was no longer any point 
in keeping secret the unsuc-

I cessful maneuvering of last 
, "linter. . . 
· Mr. Ashmore said that dur
: ing the contacts with~orth 
· Vietnamese leaders he and 1\1r. 
, Ba"f's foud Ho Chi I\Iinh and 
I ott~e~ sen ior offics r:; "deliver
: ately conciriatory." 
, Ho seemed prepared to con-
.. ,ider a sp2cific proposal based 
on a formula of mutual de-cs
calatlon/' 1\[r. Ashmore added. 

: "Ho had und2rstood that we 
, would r200;-t Ollr conn:rs?tion 
, to the S'ta te D;::Dartment and 
· expected some response, since 
: he had made arr2.ngeD1Cnts to 
· h~ve an~ , f ur.~h~~ message senti 
' directly LO hl,n. . . 
• In the t elc:phone lntervle',v, 
Mr. Ashmore recalled that Eo 
'Chi :Minh had insisted on a halt 
in American bombing of North 
"vietnam as a requisite for 
'peace t alks . Ho Chi 1\linh 2.1so 
ind icated that Hanoi ,vould like 
-to see it halt in the steady 
build-up of American forces in 
South Vietnam before t alks be
gan, Mr. Ashmore went on. 

In his article, Mr. Ashmore 
says he than drafted, in col
laboration with Mr. Bundy, a 
carefully worded lette:' of a 
page and a half. It was sent 
to Hanoi Feb. 5 through a pre
viously established channel . in, 
Cambodia. , . , 

· Mr. Ashmore says the l~tter l 
appeared to reduce ,:\mencan: 
conditions for a halt In bomb
ino askinet for some move of 

0' b ." b H . "reciprocal restramt y an?l. 
, In public statements, admm-, 

lstration officials were demand
ing a "reciprocal redl!ction" of 
the fighting by Hanoi. . 

Key passages of the Ashmore 
letter, as reported in the article, 
were as follows: 

Key sections of the letter, as 
reported in the article, referred 
to the efforts of r-.rr, Ashmore 
and Mr. Baggs as follows: . 

"In our se\"eral discussions 
with senior offici als of the 
State Department, they empha
sized that the U, S. remains 
prepared for secret discussions 
at any ti me, without 'conditions, 
and that such discussions might 
cover the whole range of tOPiCS

j relevant to a peaceful settle
ment. They rei terated that the 
Geneva, accords might be the 
framework fo r a peaceful 
solution . 
- "They expressed particUl?_rl 

interest in your sugge3tion to 
us tha t pri\'ate t alks could be
gin pro\'ided that U.S. stopped , 
bombing your country, and i 

~ccascd intr?d,ucin? additi~nall 
U.S. troops meo Vietnam. Tney 

.'4< 

~ . 
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expressed' the' opini~n t~ a t ' somer "1 ~~~~th-i~-~~~~sal to yo~ I ~r -~h~' G'~v~rn~c~t' of S~U;~I'f'~-r~'~ 'l;is hand \~;th~~~-~deq~ate I' 
reciproc~l r estl:aint. to indicate now with a specific sense of Viet~am could promptly nego ti· opportunity to consult with his I 
th:t thnelther ~Idc Ifntet.nd edt l~o l urgency arising from the im', ate an extension of the Tetlown people' and the National' 
us~ e occaslOlJ 0 nc a s/ i t h I'd .- . It · " , 'b . - ,. . I for military advanta;;e would m.nen new. year .0 lay:, 1l1 l ,mce. .. ILl eratlOn F:ont, ' or VIetcong. , 
provide tangible evidence of the/VJetnam;.If you are able tO i Mr. -::shm?re s artIcle com- The bombll1g pause, part of ; 

'good faith of all parties in the! ~cc:pt tl1l 5 ~roposal I s"ce ~o In;e.nt:,: .~:-'Jlll aJ~ Budy an~ th~l-r:et , began 7 A . ~.I. Feb. S. It 
prospects for a negotiated' lea~o:'1 why It coulde nOL takeloLher;:, \ v no laO?l e~ ove~ O~l Feb. 12, but PresIdent Johnson 
settl emen t." . . ieffecL at the end 0, the newjdraft le tte r ha~ ll1slsted !nat It/extended it about 40 hours to 
. President Johnson's letter to year, or Tet, holldays. The pro·1would b::! a mista~e to tIe ~ny a/old. embarrassing Premier 
Ho Chi Minh, dated Feb. 2, was' po sal I have ~ade w?uld b~ I pro~o5{tl . to t~~. T:t bombJ!1g h(')sygm, who had be~n in L?n
relayed throu oh the United gr.e~tly sttcngl!:,?ned If {'OUt Ipatl~e, Sll:ce tms v,ould be m- don over the Tet penod tryJr.g 
States EI:lbassy ill IVI?scow to mllJta~ authoiWE'S and tnose terprctcd by Ho as an effort to to arrange peace talks. ' I 
North VJetnai11ese diplomats. -
President Chi l\linh said he re- . 
ceived President Johnson's let-
t er OIl Feb. 10. 
. Mr. Ashmore charged that 
the Presidential message con
tradicted the Ashmore·Baggs 
message In several imporlant 
respects and thus rlUllifiecl it. 
He noted that the Presidential 
letter· did . not nlention ' 'the 
Geneva accords as a basis for 
nego'tiation: a~ the other mes-
sage haq. . 

He also. noted that the Presi
dent . had offered to stop the 
bombing and the American 
troop build-up in South Viet
nam, but to do so only after 
receiving assurances that North 
Vietnamese infiltration into 
South Vietnam had cea.s·ed. 

~' " Mr. Ashmore referred t o this 
passage from the J ohnson 
letter: 
, "I am prepared to order a 
'cessation of bombing against 
your country and the stopping 
of further augmentation of U.S . 
"forces,' in . South . Vietnam as 
soon a's I am assured that in-
fi ltration into South Vietnam 
by land and by sea has stopped. 
These acts of. restraint on both 
sides would, I believe, make it 
possible for us to conduct serio 

·.ous arid private discussions 
Jeading toward an early peace . 
. ' . Mr. Ashmore maintained that 
ithe Presidential letter , was 
' tiqled to put a " time squeeze" 
on Hanoi, an aspect that had 
carefully been avoided in the 
drafting of the Ashmore·Baggs 
message. He referred to t his 
excerpt: 

,) 

. ' 

. 
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__ AsIUllOl'C Says 
Feeler to IIalloi 
Was Nullified 

By Murre;). l\Iarder 
Washi".ton Post Starr Writer 

A prominent for mer 
newspaper editor charged 
yesterday that the Johnson 
Administration joined in 
and then "effectively and 
brutally cancelled" a previ
ously undisclosed pea c e 
overture to Hanoi last Feb
ruary. 

The disclosure plus accusa
tions of "double-dealing" and 
an "almost total absence of 
candor" on t1ie part of Presi
dent Johnson and the State 

_ Department were m<!de by 
Harry S_ Ashmore executive 
vicc preside'nt of the Center 
for the Study of Democratic 
Institutions at Santa Barbara 
Calif. ~ , 

Ashmore visited Hanoi in 
January. He portrayed the 
President, and by iniplication , 

. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, 
,as nullifying a secret "con
; dliatory" letter to Hanoi that 

her State Department offi
_.als joined Ashmore in draft
ing, by sending a presidential 
lettel- setting tougher terms 
lor peace talks. 

The conditions for haltin C1 

the Amcr:ican bombing of 
North Vietnam to produce ne
gotiations are still at the cen
ter of current national and 
international debate. 

,- White House Prcss ' Secre
tary George Christian sa.id 
last night that he was unfa~ 
miliar wilh Ashmore's accou~t 
or the letter he cited. Secre
t<l;ry Rusk said he had not 
talked with Ashmore or his 
associates and thus felt it in
appropriate to get into the 
matter now, a spokesman said. 
Other officials hac! no imme
diate comment. 
. Ashmore, formerly the Pul
Itzer Prize-winr:.ing editor of 
the Arkansas Gazette of Little 
L~ock, Ark., _met _ with _Korth 

Vietn amese President Ho Chi 
Minh in Hanoi last Jan _ 12'1 
'With Ashmore were William 
-C. Baggs, editor of the l\Tiami 
(Fla.) Kcws and also a dircc-

r of the Santa Barbara Cen
.er, and Luis Quin tanilla, for
mer 1\1 exican Ambassador to 
t he United States_ .J 

Their meetings \~·ith North 
Vietnamese leaders were des· 
crib~d at the time only as an 
effort to solicit North Viet
nam's attendance at an unoffi
cial peace convocation spon
sored by the California-based 
~enter at Geneva, last May_ 

Ashmore, in a lengthy arti
cle written for his orGaniza
tion's Center lIIagazin;' said . 
the trip was ~?dertaken with II 

se~r~t re~ognttlOn by the Ad- i 
mll11stratlOn that it also mi<1ht l 
"open up a useful ehannet of 
communication with the Korthl 
Vietnamese." . 

.Newsman Departs 

. At the State Department, he 
said, "we were ask~d to keep 
the trip secret as long as possi
ble . .. " They entered Hanoi' 
on Jan. 6, the day that I-lard-I 
son Salisbury of The Kew i 
York]imes was departing on i 

the International ContrQI 
Commission plane that carried 
them to North Vietnam from 
Cambodia, and the news of the 
t\s~more - Baggs - Quinanilla 

! VISit became known. 
They saw President Ho for 

about two hours on Jan. 12. 
By the time Ashmore and' 

Baggs returned to Los AnGeles 
on Jan. 15, Ashmore wrotc'" the 
Salisbu ry articles about ~ivjJ
ian casualties caus'cd by bomb
ing North Vietnam had "creat
ed a national furo re ," with a 
"concerted effort" in Washing
ton "to discredit lVIr . Salisbury 
. . ." Ashmore saic1 "our re
ports were a complete vindica
t ion of Mr. Salisbury," but he 
and Baggs avoidcd any com
ment about their. attempts to 
open private communications 
with Hanoi. 

"At the State Department's 
r equest," said Ashmore, he 
and Baggs "managed to hide 
out for three days after Ollr re- ' 
turn, and to meet secretlv in 
Washington with the Depart- ' 
ment's top echelon." 

Departmentai Briefings 

"The briefings (at State) 
went on intermittcntly .for a 
day and a half," said :\shmore, 
and covered the com-ersation 
with Ho in great detail. 

"We had not brought back 
any hard proposal from Ho 
Chi Minh," Ashmore contin
u~d, "beyond the reiteration of 
hiS unqualified commitm en t to 
enter into negotiations if the 
United Statcs halted the 
bombing of ~Qrth' Vietnam. 
T~I~ could not on its fa ce be 
salQ to meet t.he st~ ted Ameri
can requirement of a recipro-
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i cal gesture of reduced military 
I action by Hanoi. 
1\ "But :-'11'. Baggs and I," Ash
more said, "could offer our 
j udgmenl that the tone of the 
com-crsalion had been deliber
ately conciliatory and that Ho 
seemed prepared to consider a 
specific proposal based on a 
formula of mutual de-escala
tio n. 

"1\loreo\'er, no real risk was 
entailed in find ing out 
whether this was so. Ho had 
und erstood that we would re
port our conversation to the 
State Department and had 
made arrangements to have 

I 
any response sent directly to 

, hi m." 

'Schizoid Quality' 
Ashmore and Baggs then 

left Washington. Ashmore said 
"our dealings with the Depart
ment had begun to take on a ; 
pron ounced schizoid quality." 

Baggs, he · said, h ad done ' 
some confidential diplomatic : 
errands for the late President : 
Kennedy in the Caribbean, 
and "was on fairly intimate 
terms with a good many" top 
State Department officialS. 

Ashmore described himself 
as "encumbered by identifica
tion with the eclipsed Adlai 
Ste\'enson wing of the DemO-j 
cratic Parly and by a long per
sonal association with the \ 
Johnson Adminislration's lead
ing bete noire, (Sen.) J_ Wi!
liam Fulbright. " Addcd Ash
more, "Finally, we represented 
the Center, all unconventional, 
and therefore . automatically 

' suspect, institution." 
\. Ashmore wrote that "we 
soon beb'an to feel that we 
were confronted by two dis'
tinct State Departments_" 

"One, which 0 b V i 0 u sly 
redarded us with profound dis
tr~st: apparently was headed 
by Secretary Rusk," said Ash- , 
more "who' never saw us or 
other\vise acknowledged our \ 
presence. 
. "The other (State) Depart-
ment" said Ashmore, "which \ 

. appe~red to be se.ri~usJy in t~r- \ 
ested in negotiatIOns With 
Hanoi included Under 
Secretary :\icholas deB. Kat- \' 
zenbach Averell Harr iman, 
the elder statesman who \' 
speaks \\-ith the aU thofity of a 
personal r epresentative of the 
President, and Assistant Sec-I 
retary William Bundy, who is! 
immediately in charge of l 
Southeast .-\sian .-Vfairs." I 
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ln\"itatiOn~ ' Rejected I The composition of a page-

I and-a-haJf letter, to be sent 
At the ~tate Department's : 0 \. e l' Ashinor~'s signature, 

'trequest, saId Ashmore, he and I "consumed most of a Saturday 
Baggs rejected im·italions to . afternoon," he said . "It was 
t"dify before either Senate or ; allowed to simmer overnight, 

;e committees, and to stay : was reconsidered without our 

l
~L" of the news as much as i presence at an upper-echelon 
possible during "tJ1e next few! meeting on Sunday after
weeks, while our r eport pre-: noon," said Ashmore, and "the 

!sumably bounced back and final version was delivered in 
'forth between the two (State) ~I a plain manila envelope to the 
Depar tments." residence of Sen. Fulbright, 

;' Finally, he said, Sen . Ful- I . 
'b I' i g h t expressed surprise i where 1\1r. Baggs and I had l 

when he asked Baggs if they 1 gone for luncheon." 
h.ad re~orted their conversa- I ';1 mailed it myself that 
tlOn \\'1th Ho to President . afternoon, Feb. 5," sald Ash
Johnson personally, and was i; more, " uncleI' the perhaps pro· 
told no .. Fulbright raised that /': phctic postmark of the John 
with the President at a White I' Foster Dulles Intern ational 
House function, said Ashmore, . Airport. By prior arrange

i"and thereby pinked the nerve i ment, the letter was to be 
""-~- mailed to Cambodia by regu-

:that activates the Pres ident's \_. lar mail and forwarded from 
consensus reflex ." there to Hanoi." 

Ashmore related that the Ashmore said: 
• 1 h fh ' ern' ~ it , "l'he ke': p"ssa2es )'n our President saw .e "ouo ' • I J 0 ~ 

unwise to see Ashmore and I lettcr (to Ho) read: 
Baggs personally" and start ". 'In our several disc ussions 
speculation, but wanted F~l- I with senior officials of the 
bright "to be absolu~ely satls-

1 
State Department ... they 

fied that we were bemg taken I emphasized that the U.S. re
seriously and treated proper- : mai~s prepared f~r sccr~t dis
ly." The President, Ashmore ; CUSS1?~IS at any time, without · 
said, suggested that the Se.na- i I cOnC~)tlOns,. and that such dlS- i 
tor sit in at the next seSSIOn i. 1 eUSSlOns mlgh.t cover the whole I 
at the State Department. , range of tOPICS relevant to a 

"The President's interven- ' ~eaceful_settlement. They re-I 
," Ashmore continued, prO- I Iterated that .. the Geneva AC-

j L .cd a meeting wiLh the "De-i cords (of 10~ ar:d 1962 on 
partmenl's upper hierarchy; Southeast ASla) might be the 
(minus Secretary Rusk)," a~d : f~amework f01" a peaceful solu: . 
Fulbrictht "plus a silent White ! tlOn.. .'. ' / 
House °ob~erver as witness." !i "'They expressed particular 

Ashmore said last night that Ii interest. in your suggestion to I 
they met in Under Secretary Ii us that private talks could I 
Katzenbach's office on the\! begin provided the U,S, stop
morning and' af~ernoon of ! ped bombing your country" 
'Feb. 4. The prinCipals ~h~re' ll and ceased introducing addi- : 
he said, also included "\\'lll12m ~ tional U.S. troops into Viet-! 
Bundy and Harriman. Ii nam. They expressed the opin-

. "When Sen. Fulbright had il ion that some reciprocal re- . 
'finished" outlining his vie\~S'1 straint to indicate that neither ; 
Ashmore wrote, "and the alr- : side intended to use the occa- i 

,conditioning h a d_ whis~ed l sion of the talks for !l1ilitary ! 
laway the last trace~ Of . b,nm- \advantage would provide tan- : 
Lstonc the decision was taken aible evidence of the "ood! 
t~- di: atc~ a r~plY -t~--H~ -Chi faith of all parties. in" the 
1'Iinh ~ .. " /1 prospects fo~, a negotlated set-

In it, Ashmore, it was agreed I tlement . . . . '. 
that Baggs and he "would .ex- I: ,The key ph:ase. here was I 
press the Department's View (the call for 'reclprocal re- : 
that it mictht be possible tO I:straint," sources on the Ash-! 
suspend th~ bombing and in- : more-Baggs side of the issue 1 

itiate negotiations , withoutl stressed .las.t night. T~ese \ 
'specific concessions beyond. an ~ollrces ~ald It was ,emPhaSIZed) 
.agreement that neither slde lD the dISCUSSion s lD the State 
iwould use the occasion to im· Department that this ter:mi
ipro\"e its militCliy position." ·nology._~"ould lea~'~_~l?en many' 
, "The letter also was to sug- option-' . -. I 
'gest that Mr. Baggs and I \ an s~' " WIthout setting outl 
i ' return to Hanoi for fur- , WdullbeClftlc. demand for What 
, d'" e el mecl adeqvate" I ; inform?l ISCuSSlOns, or 1 ciprocal re -t . t" ' re-
that arrall'Jcments could be I side's m'j't ~ rall1. on either 

" ' f 't ) 1 ary actlOn" .made to phase us out 1 1 ~ ' . " 

were desireel that the matter · . 
proceed directly to the official, 
le\"el." 

Said Ashmore: . 
"This conciliatory feeler wasl 

effectively and brutally can-I 
.celled before there was any 
chance to determine what re
sponse Hanoi might have 
made. 

Cessation for Holiday 

"On Feb. 14, after a tempor
ary cessation of th'e hom bing 
for the Tet holid ay (in Viet
nam) and an ostentatious two
day extension beyond the orig
inallv announced termination, 
the -aerial attack on !\'orth 

i Vietnam was resumed and es- . 
• 1 
;calatecl" i 

But it \Vas not until arter- : 
ward that Ashmore anc! Baggs I! 
learned, apparen tly wh en the 
rest of the \\orld die!, that a , 
president ial letter considerably 
different than the one they 
collaborated on, was written 
even before th eirs was, on Feb, 
2 . 

"Later (on March 21, 1967) 
it was revealed in Hanoi, and 
confirmed in Washington, that 

, the President, under date of 
: Feb. 2, hael already dispatched 
I an offsetting message," saiel 
! Ashmore, "to Ho Chi Minh , 
i over his own signature. i 

"This was transmitted from ; 
Moscow on Feb. 8, th e day the 

,bombing was. suspended and 
received in Hanoi on Feb. 10. 
It \vas certai nly in Ho's hands 
when ours arrived." 

That letter from the Presi
dent, Ashmore contended, "set 
forth .. . the most stringcnt 
demands yet made for advance 
assurance that Hanoi would 
halt infiltration of troops to 
the South. The uncompromis
ing tone of the presidential 
message thoroughly disposed 
of 'the careful tempering we 
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had undertaken in those Iong I sai~l Ashmore .. ". , , the dis· 
.fly-s pecking sessions" in the' claimers c(lnslsted of no more 
S tate Department. . I than assura1}ce th ",[ those he 

The kev lan "u3"e in the ' \\:a s addressing,. at least, were 
PreSident'; mes:age" was: : slnc~I:~IY seekll1g a settle-

"I am prepared to order a : men . 
cessation of bombinct a<'ainst: Ashmore said "the credibil-

'" '" I 't b I -your country and the stopping , 1 y ~a? . : ',may_ e e~s a ca~e 
of further au " mentation of of aelJl)el ale dl~scmbhng than 
United States f~rces in South ! of pen'asi\'e ignorance of ulti
Vietnam as soon as I am -as- ' mate policy that goes right to 
sured that infiltration into l th? top of the Cabinet." He 
South Vietnam by land and saId: 
sea has stopped." , "A President who insists 

on keeping his options open 
as long as possible , and perExtcnding Trucc 

President Johnson also ' told I sonally re\'ealing his choic2S, 
Ho that the proposal "would I]ea\'es e\'en his own most ex
be greatly strengthened if! altep associates embarrassing
your military authorit.ies and I! I)', mute ill'r.ega~d to large af
those of the Government of. faIrs for which ,hey are nom- . 
Sou th. Vietnam could promptly i inally responsible." 
negotiate an extenslOn of the , Cha!'O'es 'Double-Dealin "" 
Tet (lunctr Kew Year holiday)1 b • b, 

truce," theri under way, Ash~10re saId that t1?C Presl-
Hanoi, however, always had dent ha,~ take;. a. pll1g-pong 

adamctntly refused any nego- approach to \ letn,am _ to tt:y 
·tiations with the reaime in to. get out of Soutnea~t ASIa 
Saigon. '" Without appe,anng ~o'thave suf-

Ashmore said that "Willi fer~~ a mctJor mllt.a~y and 
, am polItIcal defeat." He saId "the 

Bundy and the others who double.dealin Cf to which Wil- i 

Jabor,ed, over our draft letter liam Baggs ;nd I were sub
had ,ll1slsted t~at It would be jeeted" reflects alternate presi
a mIstake, to tie any proposal dential responses to military 
t? the ~ et bombll1g pause, pressure and the unpopularity 
:sll1ce thIS would be inter- of the war. 
preted by Ho as an effort to .,. 

,force his hand without d _, The Adm1l11strallOn, AS,h
, . a e I more charged, set out "to dls-
quate opportunIty to consult dT' tl rf' . I f 
with his own people and the ere I Ie un o ICI.a con cr-
NLF" (:-J' t' I L'b . t' enc" on peace helel III Gene~'ct 
• " a 1 ~ ~ a .1 eI a 10111' in May entitled "Pacem in 
Front, the polItical arm of the Terris II" 
V!elcong guerrillas in South The i~tensified American 
Vie tn am.) bomb ina of th e Hctnoi·Hai-

"Uncler date of Feb. 14," piIong ~rea in April, he said, 
,Ashmo re charged, "lVII', J ohn- led to North Vietnam's refusal 
I son got from Ho Chi I\linh the to attend th e conference un~ 
: sharp, J:egative" r eply he must/dermining the concept of the 
have expected, . original conference objective. 
· "Ours ectme a little later," Ashmore said the State De-
,said A~hmore, "the simple, un- partment sent a young diplo- . 
exceptlOllctble statement that mat Frank Sieverts to Ge
th.ere did not seem to be any nev~ in line with its '''success
point in Messrs. Ashmore and ful effort to implant in the 
Baggs coming back . to Hanoi American media th e notion 
at that time," ' that the Convocation was de-
'Necessarily Subjective' IlibercttelY ;" ~nd su spic~o~s lr 
· Ashmore said he could only , loade~" a",all1st the Unt ted, 
offer a "necessarily subjec- ! State~ .. '. ' 
tive" account of "what actu- i

ct 
preSJclent'lhJo'?t~SO\ In. hIS 

ally went on in th e upper ; . ea ,ll1gs WI e : n;;rwan ' 
-reaches of the Administration" I mtedectual communIty, Ash
to account for the diverse let- I more charged, "made the 

. ters I tac;ieal error of confus ing his 
, "From beginning to end e,f :eritics with his enemies." Ash
lour dealings 'with the Depart ! more said that "preaching con-
ment," he eilarged, "there was ! sensus," the Presid en t "had 
an al most to tal absence of ! made it impossible of attctin
candor on the official side." I ment by constant resort to the 

", . , We never got' a salis. ·kind of crude duplicity thctt 
factory answer," he said! buys time but dest roys con
"whether th e Administratio~ I fidence." 
was r eally willing to negotiate I "\\-hat the Administra tion 

I a . compromise settlement in j desperately needs," said _-\5h
I VICt~am or :vas committed to ! more, "is the support, of men 
la military \'tctor.v." I of mtcllectuctl capacIty ar,J 

When Fulbright, ctt one of ! moral passion, but these are 
the State' Department meet-iqual! tics primarily . associ?ted 
ings, ' "bluntly stated hi s vicw 'l; wlth those Lyndon Johnson 
that th e _latt'2r was t2~, case," n~. 10243 tOleratcs .. _~ __ ._ 
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j ~h~~;;~ 'and Ashmore . Letters· to Hanoi ComparC?d 
;: 'F" 11' .' . ' . :. :, 's"on 'ofTbleevidcnce of the good faith'lgrcatrv stre~gtl;ened if ' yourlwhere contacts have ',\(ready 

o OWIn" IS a comparl i ..• . • . . I . 
hi oh!iohts ~f a letter b" Presi· of all partl~s In tne prosp~:tslmilitary authontles and those occurred. They could meet In 

de~t Johnson to President Ho lfor c:, ne;~t~ated s~ttle~~:"1t. , of the Go~ement of Sou th Viet'lsome other coun try such as 
Chi Jllinh of North Vietnam,I., PRJ:.S r~ENdT.T.OHNtSO.I: Thel':Jna :-:1 could promptly negotia te Surma. ' You nny have other ' 

t F b 8 d le 'tc" hy bone ",00 \'vay 0 0\ ercom~ "I ' " , .. . d 
sen e. '. an a l ' ., ithis problcm [of communica.!an extension of the Tet truce. ,arrang;:lT!enl5 or sItes In min, 
Harry S. ~snmore , the edllor' ltion] and' to move forv:ard inl l\:IR. ASH~,roRE relate a pos.lland r ',vould tr~' to mcetyc~ 
sent Feb. ;). I h f f I ttl I · 'tl ~n " " ' : President Johnson wrote: searc or . a peace u s~ e' lslble agreen:en,. to 1e new , su6~"sdon~: " , ' . 

I "1 , am prepared to order a , m~nt: That IS. for us to arrange , year's truce In Vletnaln. I' MR. ASt-llIl?RE s l~ttel pro
cessa tion of bombing agal~st ~Ol dIrect t~l.ks ?etVle~n truste~1 MR. ASHMORE: "~j:ey [the I posed no specIfIc mcc.tlflg .place. 
your country and the S~opplflg I?presentatl~es In a s~cu reo set State Depar tment offICIals] re:1 PRESIDENT JOHNSON : "If 
(If further augmentatIOn of tmg an? a\/ay from ~he blare /iterated that the Gene va ae' IYou have any thoughts about 
United States forces in South of publiCIty: Such t alks sh~ould cords might be the framework the ".ctions I propose, it would 
Vietnam as soon as 1 am as· not ~e used as a propagand.a [or a peacefu l solution." Ibe most' important that I re
sured that infiltration in South exefClse, but sl:ould be a sen- PRESIDENT JOHNSON did c('ive them as 50011 'as possi
Vietnam by land and by sea ous effort to fmd ~ workable not mention the Geneva ' gree· ble." : ~ , ' 
has stopped, ,a.nd .~1Utually accep,able solu- ments of 1954 as a possible MR. ASHMORE: "In the light 

"These acts of restraIn! on tlon. . '." ' framework. ', of these co ncerns, they [the 
lOth sides would, I belIeve, MR. ASHMOR~.: They [State p[mSID,ENT J OHNSON: "As State Department officials] ex-
nake it possible fOT us t~ con· ~epartment offl~lal s] empha- to 'the site of the bilateral dis- pressed great interes4 in any 
luct seriou s and prIvate diSCUS' slz~d that the Umted States ~e- cussions I propose, there a~e clarification of thi s POiI't [about 
dons leading toward an 'early malJ~s prepared fO.r secre,t dIS' several possibilities, We could, mutual restraints] 'that you 
>eace." , , CUSSI?~S at any tnne, wltho.ut for eXiunple, have our repre· might wish to p:-ovidc thro ugh 
, MR. ASHMORE wrote: "They condItIons, and t hat such diS- sentatives meet in Moscow a communication to us. " 
h igh officials of th e State De- cussions might cover the whole " ' _ 
lartn1cnt] expressed par~icular range of topics rel.~tive to a 
nterest in your suggestIOn to peaceful settlement.' 
lS that private talks could be- ' PRE.sI?ENT JOHNSON: ~'I 
~in provided the United States m.ake th IS p'r~~osa l to you now 
itopped bombing your country vilth a ~p.~clflc sense o.f u~-
3.nd ceased introducing add I- gency anslflg from the Imml
tional United States troops into nent ' new year , holidays in 
Vietnam. They expressed t he Vietnam': If you ,are able to ac
opinion. that some 'reciproc~l reo cept thIS pr?posal I see no 
s traint to indicate that neIther reason why It could not , t ake 
side intended to use the occa- effect at thee~d of the newl 
sion of the t alks for military year, or Tet, hohdilYs. The pro
advantage would provide tang i- posal ' I have made would be. 
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I HG \~ ~V~._~~tD_~::~:~, .,.,,~~~~~·~2~ I q ~ r:tIEl\ \:~, EC \ [1 0·t-
' In addition, t2.k i~;g-di~:e--;t is. ... But whe~. a rep'orterasked' 

sue with Mr. , Ashmore Mr.: ~~ tl:c AdlTlulIStr,<;t!On had b.cen 
. " ' , ;, stnngJng along the two men 

Bunc~y siud there was no In- . IIII'. Bundy replied, "Absolute] , 
consistency" between the Gov- \'. not" y 
ernment - drafted message sent ~ The GO\Trnlllent's chaorin 
to Hanoi on Feb. 5 through Mr. :o\'er the disclosure of the Ash· 
Ashmore and a letter tha t i~ m~re·Baggs peace effort was 
'd' :, eVIdent both in r.lr Bundy's Pres! ent JOilnson sent to Ho .' conlm ent d' ' t t . , .. ,s an III a s a ement 

Chi MllIh thr?ugh t!IC Moscow ~ issued by the State Depart. 
channel on Fe:l. 8. !vii'. Ashmore , ment. . The statement ended 
had contended that the Presi· : with the observation that the 
dent's letter contradicted thE ' disciosu re "will not reassure 
one civen him and thus "effec. , Hanoi" that' future private 
t · 1° db" t I' J d" ' peace contacts. would remain 
Ive y an 1 u a ly c8.nce e ' secret. , '. I 

his efforts. • . Mr. Bundy also spoke of "un. 
Mr. Ashmore, r eached by'" der takings" from Mr. Ashmore 

.. ---- . and !vIr,l Baggs that the\, "\\'ouldl 
telephone late today, said th e -'--------

Text of the State Department ,'Government's argument n~t' publish" d~tails of ;heir,'tiOn, the North . Viet~aillese 
statement is on Page 24. : ~'doesn't ac!d up very' weI!." effort. . l~ader was "deliberately con· 

:_ "My view is that the two let· T\'l" A I'more disclosed the , cIl!atory" and. "seemed ~J'e · 
I , . s" ' . _ I par::d to conSider a speCIfIC 

By HEDRICK SMITH ,tel's are inconsistent in tone peace approa~h In a 1 ::>,000- proposal based 011 a formula of 
S~ecia1 · to The :;,\< Yor:< Times ~'and content, " he added . "Any- word article III Center Maga-Imutua l de.escalation" of the 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18-:- .'o'ne can fi gure it out: th ey're ziI,e, a new bimonthly publica" 'fighting. , 
The Administration today de· :both available. now. The tone tien of ~he C,enter fo!' th: Stu~YI The State Department, wr ile, 
nied charges that President 'of OU1:S is. quite cO:1ciliatory. of DemocraLlC IJ1 stltutl~ns _ID1,concCdlng that the tW?, men 
Johnson had "eifectively and ' The tone of the Presiden t's.is Santa Barbara, Calif. 1\11. A~h· had reported a "concIlIatory 
brutally" sabotaged a peace a~· : quite harsh." . more is executive vice pres i· tone" in their Hanoi cbnvcrsa· 

h . dent of the ,center and Mr. tions, asserted that their reo 
proach to Hanoi , throug pn· ~, The President's letter to Baggs <,me Of. its directors. Iports, dictated to t~le Go,,:er~. 
vate channels, ~·.Hanoi was published in The In ' hIS article, Mr. ' Ashmore ment on Jan. 18, "dIG! not mdl-

The State Department went , New York Times last March 221 said they went to Hanoi to at'· cate any give" it:! Hanoi's terms. 
to elaborate lengths to reply ,: anc1 Mr. Ashmore's today. rantie for North Vietnam~se "In this conversation Ho 
to the charoe by the editor and If the Moscow contacts were participation in the convoca- had insisted that there 'COUld 
\vriter Hal;y S. Ashmore. Mr, ,so vita,l, Mr. Ashmore askec!; tIon Pacem in Terris II, a world be no talks between the U.S. 
A h wrote yesterday that :"why dId they send our lettel? Jorum on peace. It was being and Hanoi unless the bombing 

s more .. r ~ t. . ,, "They were under no com· I ~rrangcd, by the center to open were stopped, and also unless 
he aete~ as a G? ve.nm~n a

p
_ ' j)Ulson," ,he added. "They could III May III Geneva. . the U, S. stopped all reinforce. 

")roved mtermedlary las t Feb : have said to us: 'Thank you . Mr. Ashmore wrote that on lments during the period of the 
:uaiy only to be undercut by ;, very much, gentlemen. If you're JaI, . 12, hand 1I1r. Baggs met talks," the State Department 
the President, who hardened ,; cver back in Hanoi, send us a President Ho Chi Minh anc!lsaid. ' I 
American terms. ' . ,;·,psstcard.'. Th~t ,;vould have that, in a two·hour conversa· Contradicting the Ashmore 

The controversy has ansen , closed the matter. , : vt;r~'!Vrr--or-' I!t;:' cpr"ou~, -n'le 
• • J st Jan 'r ' Mr. Bundy, who was one of r . 

OLlt of a tnp to HanOI a cilvIr. Ashmore's principal Gov- ,Government statement went on 
6 to 14 by Mr. Ashmore ~n 'crnment contacts last winter, ,to say, "Ho was reported to be 
William , C. Baggs, editor . dismissed as nonsense'Mr, Ash· ladamant against any reciproc:il 
of The Miami News. They .more's assertion that his role !fT!ilita rj restraint , by Noithl 
brouo-ht back reDorts of a "con· :had been undermined by con- !Vietnam ," , :1 

T tory" con;ersation with ",flicts between "two State D~· 1. Mr. Bundy repoi'ted that .ilt 
CI Ia. . Chi' "'1inh and : partments" - one sympathetIC I . ~ 
PreSident Ho. lV. • ', to conciliatory efforts and the ithe time, Government off:cinls: 
were later gl'ien . a StaLe De :; other taking a hard line toward isaw "nothing hopeful" in the 
partment message to send to :'Hanoi. . . :Ashmore-Haggs efforts but felt 
Hanoi. ' , .' :.~ ,"AshnlOre understandably Ithat it should not be neglected, 

Bundy Gives Account . ~' fclt his . own channel w,~s ll.t i ,"You have to go on prob. 
. . ~the center of the stage, Mr. 

William P. Bundy, AssIstant " Bundy said, ,"It>vas not." . ; ' ing," he explaincd. 
Secretary of State for Far East- :, ' Mr. Bundy saId the AdmJl!ls, i On Feb. 4, Mr. 'Ashmore and 
ern Affairs confirme'd today 'tration had been c~nccntratlllg 'Mr. Baggs were called to the 
that the Ashmore peace effort :. on its exchan~es In 1I,I0scow" 'State Department to meet with 
. k I b t he said at "which North Vietnam dIsclosed top officials inclLldin~ Mr. 

had ta 'en pace, u " '"last March 21. He said he was, 
a crowded news conr~rence ", ~'simplv astounded" that Mr. , Bundy and Under Secretary 
that Mr. Asr.more's v,~rsi,on ?f ~Ashn;o-re, in his published ac- Nicholas deB, Katzenbach,' 
the events was "mlsleadmg.' 'COU:1t of last winte,'s maneu· Senator J, W, Fulhright, chair: 

Thp. bur. den of his argllment , verlng, tad fail ed to "consider" 'man of the Foreign H~lations 
- f th I Committee, was also present. was that the Ashmore efforts , the, impact 0 e 7\' oseow con-

had been "subsidiary" to a far , taclS. 
more active, important and ?i. ~ , Not 'Stringing ~long' 

. rect official contact wIth : In an hour-long ncv/s brief· 
: North Vietnamese representa· ,:, i ng,. unusually detailed for it 

, ' I !0'os'ow in January . subject ·so delI cat8 as peace ap· 
ve~ n 1 ~, • ' prvaches, Mr.. Bundy said 1\lr, 

, ,.J1d early Feb, uar) ~ . ; Ashmore and ' Mr. Raggs had I 
• not at the time been told of 
~ the ~Ioscow efforts, It would I 
< have been ' "very unwisc" to 
~'disclosc them to private cIt;-
:zens, Mr. Bundy added,,, ~, 

\. 24'5 , 
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r:Text oi .State De1Jal'·tlnent COlnnLent On Peace Feelel~1 
1;', • , .. 
~ Specia. l to The ='ew York Tlm~s 

:: '. WASHINGTON, Sep t. 18 -
'ollowing is the text of a sta/e
.zent issued by the State Dc

!. partmcht today regarding a 
~ report that President Jo hnson 
!"had undermined a peace ap
; . proach to North Vietnam: 
~' . We have had a number of 
r. inquiries concerning news r stories published today, based 
" , on an article by 1\1r. Harry 
; ' Ashmore in a publication 
~ . . of the Center for the 
;' . Study of Democratic Insti -
.::. tutions (C.S.D.I.).' . 

in gly, th e position of the 
United States Government'on 
key .i ssues relating to peace 
was disc ussed at some length, 
so that Baggs and Ashmore 
cou ld represent it acc\!rate
ly in Hanoi . 

[3] 

~. : The facts concerning the 
.: departmen t's con tacts wi th 
~ Messrs. Ashmore and Baggs 
~. [William C. Baggs, editor of 
". The Miami News] are as 
~' : follows: 

On ' Dec. 23, Baggs visited 
the departmen t just prior to 
the departure of the th ree
man group on Dec. 28. At 
that meeting, the basic un
derstanding of the United 
States Gove rnment position 
was reaffirmed , and it was 
fu rther agreed t hat Baggs 
and Ashmore wOlild report 

, confidentially what they were 
able to pick up in Hanoi. 

fore Hanoi in these Moscow 
contacts , without at any ti me 
producing any useful reo 
sponse. 

[6] 

j s a matter of public record. 
It rested on, and was of 
course read by Hanoi in re
la tion to, th e various pro
posals that had been con· ' 
veyed in the Moscow channel. 
There was no change of basic 
position whatever between 
Feb. 5 and Feb. r, but Presi
den t Johnson's letter did in
clude a specific action pro · 
posal that speaks for itsel f, 
as does the tone of his com
munication . . 

[8J 

Toward the end ' of Janu: 
ary, Messrs. Baggs and Ash
more returned to Washin"
ton and expressed to the d~
partme>1t the s trong hope 
that they could be given a 
message fo r transm ission. to 
Hano i. The department de· 
cided t~at, while the direct 
channel in Moscow was cru· 
cial and must at all costs be As already noted, Hanoi 
preserved, it would be use. had not rcsponded in any 
ful to send a more genera l useful way to the variety of 
mcssage through Messrs. suggestions conveyed in the · 
Baggs and Ashmore, which Mosc9w channel: Its sole and 
would be cons istent with the apparently final response was 

[1] important messages bein" reflected on Feb. 13, in a 
~< During the summer of Messrs. Baggs and Ash~ exchanged in Moscow. 'I~ letter by Presid?nt Ho !o . 

[4] 

1.- " 1966, Mr. William Baggs told more visited Hanoi from view of .this channel (of which ./ 'Pope Pau l VI. ThIS letter, In 
E- the department tha t C.S.D.I. Jan. 6 to Jan. 14. They then BaggS-Ashmore were_ una-' the words o~, one J-!ress ac- , 
•. was planning a major con- returned to the U.S. and on ware) there was some ques- coun~ .today, coupled an un- . 
~ ' ference in ' May of 1967 in Jan. 18 dictated for .the de- tion as to the fur ther utility ~ondlt~ona l end ~o the bomb-
I Geneva, to follow up on the partmen t a full and co nfiden - of detailed informal COlll- Ing '~Ith th e wIth drawal of 
" ': first Pacem in Terris meet· ticul ar 3. conversa tion with munications. AI'nencan force s and the rec- . 
::. ing h eld in New York in President Ho on J an. 12. In . It seemed clear from the ogni.tion of th~ Natio~al Lib-
~. February of 1965. Mr. Baggs this conversation, Ho had in- account given by Messrs. eratI.on Front. <?n r eb . 15, 
o disclosed to us efforts that sis ted that th ere could be Baggs and Ashmore th at th eir PreSIdent Ho. replie~ for.m~lly 
~ . the center was making . to no talks between the U. S. channel of communication to the PreSIdent In sIrl!tiar 
· invite North Vietnam to at- and Hanoi unless. the bomb- had been established with term~. At the same tIme, 
· ·tend; and the department re- ing were stopped, and unless I the p rimary purpose of ex- HanOI broke off the Moscow 
... spondec1 sympathetically to also the U.S. stopped all re- changes concerning Nor th channel. ., i 
. the idea of the conference inforcements during the pe- Vietnamese attendance at the [J] ' ~ 
. d h ' f Th riod o.f the talks. Ho was "I f ' . : an to t ese e, orts. ese r eported to · be ada a t l v ay con erence. Neverthe- Hanoi's attitude remained 

:·-initial contacts were with . aoains t MY reciprocal ~i~- less, Baggs and Ashmore said n egative throughout. The 
,: Mr. George Ball and Mr. Wil- " . T • they could send any meso BaggS-Ashmore efforts \-\~re 
· ]jam Bundy. The Presiden t t ary restramt by North ,vlet-

1 
sages for Hanoi th rough the ' necessarily han Wed by the 

:: and Secretary Rusk w ere in- nam. Th"e record .. ~oes not regular mail to a Nor,th Viet- depar tment with an eye to 
I' formed, and !vrr. Ball. was show that he soliCIted any namese I represen tative in · t he direct and then.confiden. 
~. directed to handle co'nt2,cts U. S. Gover~ment response to \ Pnompenh, who in turn tial channel tha t existed con- . 
:: \Vitil Mr. Baggs on behalf of these rel!1alks. . . .:.... ', • } would rel ay it to a North currently to HanoL.The lat-
.~ th e United States Govern· [5] " ~ Vietnamese official who had ter appeared to be by far the 
~ 'ment. - Concurrently, prior to ia~. been the principal contact of more reliable and secure 

[2J . 18, on U.S. initiative and Messrs. Baggs and Ashmore method of ascertain ing Ha· · 
~'''' - In mid _ November and without any connec tion to in Hanoi. Accordingly. the noi's views. ;; 

letter now pliblished ' by Mr. • [10J ' l.~ ;' aga in in early December, Mr. the Baggs·Ashmore actions, 
'.. Baggs was joined by Mr. U.S. Governmen t representa - Ashmore worked out with Finally; we note with re-
~ Ashmore in calIs at the de- tives had established a direct the representat ives of the de- gret that Mr. Ashmore is ap-
.: partment. In these calls, t he channel for communication partment, and authorized to parently ignoran t of the sub-

be sent on Feb. 5. We were 1 
:' progress of the conference with North Vietnamese rep· 'subsequently informed by Mr. . sequently published reports' 
, . plans was reviewed, and the resentatives in Moscow. With I of the Moscow contacts, and 
, two visitors indicated that the apparent agreeme<lt · of Ashmore that this letter of their confirmation by de· 
': thev had a tentative invita- both sides, this channel was r eached Pnompenh on Feb, pa rtment representatives. 
~ . tion to . go to Hanoi, with . being kept wholly confiden- 15. . . \ We noted with s till greater 
,. Mr. LuiS Quintanilla of Mex- tial, and was therefo re not re- ' [7] . ' regret th at at no time since ' 
~ 'ico. Messrs. Baggs and Ash- , vealed to lfessrs. Baggs. and ~- No useful purpose could be has he consulted with the 
· ,more also suggested that, if Ashmore in their discussions served by giving fu r th er de- departmen t in order to at· 
.' they were able to visi t at the departmen t. ,tails on what took place in t empt to understand t he in·' 
· Hanoi, they might be able to It is, ,of course, funda- the Moscow channel. We can t errelationship that necessar- . 
. ' . conduct usefuL explorations mental to the U.S. GO\'ern~ 'say, however, t ha t on Feb. ily obtained between the 
.' of North Vietnamese views mcnt dealings with Mess rs. :7, while that channel was Moscow channel and his own 
~ wards peace. Mr. George Baggs and Ashmore that [still ope<l and in operation, efforts. As this case shows , 
~ Ball having then left the de- there ex isted at the' time jseparate discussions were the Administration has been 
' partmen t, the primary re- th is d irect and secre t channel. :initiated in London between p repared at all ti mes to co· . 
: sponsibility for th ese com'er- Exchanges through this di- 'Prime ;V!in ister Wilson a nd operate with private individ · 
· sa tions passed to his suc· rec t channel continued iPremier Kosygin of th e ua ls who may be in contact 
• cessor, 1fr. K?tzenbach , who through Janua ry and ea rly p.S.S.R. . with Hanoi in any way, and 

kepC the Presiden t and the February and cul minated in 'The combi ne d reading of who are prepared to act re-
')etretary of State informed Presiden t Johnson's )etter to the Moscow' channel arid of sponsibly and di screetly. 
as a matter of course. Presiden t Ho of Feb. 8 (mis- these discussions led to the This policy continu~s , aI-

· In t he;e con'.'Crsations, c1 e- take!1 lv sta ted bv Mr. Ash- dispatch on Feb. S of Pres i- though it seems cIear that / 
; par tmen t representatives ac, more as Feb. 2). A3 has bee n . dent Johnson's letter to Pres- the , presen t disclosure wilL 
: cepted the Baggs·Ashmore sta ted by representatives of ident Ho. This letter was o f not reassure Hanoi that sucr 
~ 'su""'estions and undertook tile depa rtment, a wide vari- . course published unilateral ly private contac'ts \\'ill be kep 
~' . to "~ooDera te fully. Accord- ety of proposals was put be· by Hanoi ' on March 21, and secret. ' .. N 
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INFO .. J5-2 . NiVICC-1 SECDEF-7 ASDIS'.~-9 DIA-15 

CSA-1 CNO-8 CSAF-l ClvIC-3 ·.cJCS-1SACSA-3 SAAC-3 

8 7 8 3 7-

CALL 53337 
FOH ~IKCCI He 

ASD /PA -1 ASD/~,4/J F IJ.~ .':'l (57) JJF IK? '_'_"'_ .... . -.--- .. - ._- SERVICE 

. i ~19 1932l . 

.; 

U 1'\ C L p, S S I FIE D 
j ---~------1 _________ -: __ -- .---- . ---- -' 

PAGE 01 STATE 39365 

84 
ORIGIN P 04 

- t' -" ----., • 

/; ....... \ 
r N R 0:r; P 0 1~ " C I A :8 ~~ " DOD 0 ~ p s p . , 

DRAFTED 8Y~ 
APpr~O VED By . 

P/VN8DNARZ,6,C/IH -' 
PSDANIELNo ARZACD JRo 

P 1 8 2 ~~ 3 1 Z S E P6 7 
FM ~ECSTATE WASHDe 

-r 

TO ArEMBA~SY SA~GO N PRIORITY 0000 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIO RI TY 0000 
AMtMBASSYVIENT~A NE Z000 

UNCLAS STATE 39365 

F 0 L L 0 ~'i r N GIS F U L L T RAN S C RIP l- ~! DE PAR~' !~ EN! PRE S S B R IE F IN G s;::: F -r E f'"i ~l [1-; 

18! \. 

! 
(D ISTRIBUTION OF " SY ATEMENT BY T H ~ D[PAR7M ~NT OFSTATE ll DATED 
SEPTEM BER 18Jl ;967·;-

i 106 PoMo 
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. D' ,- E n ~,.. .... • . 'I " _.. f" rl D r' ~ ro. ' • .-.. I 1 ° ;") ,- v' .. . - ~' ~ ,: .... v: I . -.~ I I ".... , ... - - \. 1 - - ) ,., .. ..." ".; ~ .... n h A ' L. i \ I A.;. I'J!.-) n c_ r , r" c.. r~ lJ l! l'7: r·1 1\ f:. . I i ,,-, i ... I .... J _. I\! :.:. n ~ v \"; :::. ~ ~ ~._ h. :~ '_ ,\ ~, ~_ ,', ; u 

BE AvlAF<t:: CV EF~ A LOi'{G; - ~ o ONG -PE~~X80 "t;-i A·;" -I"~!~~) ' ~}~;'~S A ?JS ~)~: 2LC 
A6D~' T:' ONAL. ELEf" ~=N-(~ f: ~'" ~Iic~ CO·V._D ~'l () ;;:! ~ aU;' A 8/~~.'!~.I·J~· CD ?,~I~ GF; . i·; 
OF MUTUAL DEoESCA~ATrON " 

Q' '::N THE ~OSCOI.~! CHP.,:'J NE~ .DiD \'OU EVER r': ::i\TICl>! -~"H C: S .:·.S~=S /i"\Sii :~\)::< ' L 

LE7TER : OR WHAT WAS - = 

A rc A N 9 -f CO i'j M E (\1";- 0 NTH P. -:' 0 TO',':'; ESt: S ',' 0;-- M Y F~ c:: L I] c. t. c: C', .: (1\: ..J 

WE DID No-'-o 

Q ON PAGE 'THREE '-,~ GE'T"Tl :~G 3ACI( TO r;'HE · OU[S ~"T. Ci"~ R/\''i.G~L 

J S 1m I :- T: N HER E AS :- H 0 U G ;.,; H Ci ' ~ S Uj SIS TIN G Cl i\ '!':{Q ',':-:: ~.r< (~ 
B E ~;' 0 REA G R E ? E I f\! G . ~. 0 T:~ L .. K S~' G C 7' H ,t:., S °i' 0 P . T CJ -; :4 E C' .. j ~ tJ ~ (-! 2 ;' ~\ ,\; :) .:.., 
S -r 0 i' "I' 0 R E ~ N F 0 F( C E M E i',j';'::; ~ i': C; vi T t-l;\ ~' 

Q ~!E:_L-p TWO QL!ESTIO l\!S~ \;.! ,~S T~:,:: '~~ '~CL;R U~\;D~S~,S C.,~,,~,i'·~[j:r·-! Ci CJ':' ~ iC ~3 

P 0 SIT ~ 0 N .p 8 A SED 0 N :Y:- ;-1£:: R E \' ; c a; ''':' ~ '? I~ ;\; D ,~ sec: 0 i\! [) ~_ .: f} ~: S -: H ;i Y ': G '..: ;:; 
UNDERS TANDING OF HO ~ S PJS;T:CN TODAY? 

A ~ \,.1 E ~ L , !.' HE' s ·r A T c: r1 ~ ~ .~ s I ~~ P A ;~ f\ 2 P? .:\ i._j F ~ !j ~ ,S p := ':'" 1< ' ~ I,);'~ ~:' ,~ ~:Jvl 3 ~ ~ ./ E S : ' 
AND " R ::. 0: R c C T L Y F ~: O'M ' ·T· H ~ DIe -;- A 'r :.~ D Ace C U :' ,l";~ 8 ',I ~"i [ S ~ ~ S I, 8 ;.: :; J ~; ,~. >; :; 
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C" \ .'....... r'," 0,' , ,. U '..jl\; 

BURCHC::."T INH:RV;UJJ' I,~ HC QS RE:?,_';' ""n ', ' i":C;: 
PRES ~ DENT)' AND ! I\; (J "," H::::F·: NOF~Tn '.I i. C:f\:P,'''':~~~~C:: :0 

. . '. 

• f j ... _ -.._~ _, : 

• r' / \ :J 

I.J . " I.} ,; I '. I - A • I C' .... .. " -- . . 1"" • ,,' ," - ,' - ~ " "'-' NOV'.j 1 riLL.. i~.r..h 'vl::' 1";'", i\ ! !!-ih iCl L i ~ U~:~::.t ~ ,\/U:-\DSi' 
SUBSEQUENT S~ATEMZNrS H ~V S Nay ArpE~~£D TO 

.~ H ,~ ,~;, ~.~ ~ r ::: or 0 ~ '~ 'i h !~~;~ r ~; ~'; :.~ (~ ,. "i' :~:;'- ; ~ . ~:?, >~ ;0, L. TO Y;(AE 
Ai-'':'' Bc#. 
Ai" '{ H ~ S 

.3. r. C. v \ t.:., . v 1\ I _ ..... '" ! '\ I '1 l... :_, r. i'\ 1. i I 

MOj''''lF~~T OF . T I~~L:'J 

I') C S I .~ . i C :-.: 

\ I; 
....... ~ ~ .~ ... / 

QI.) ~~f.LLJ; DiD YOU USE THf:~ :~N rO~>~/ .. -:-IC>~ r:~~'S /i.UE0 R \: ~.-H ES:~ -:· .... 1,.~: 
G E NT L E ~1 E N 'f 0 F ,G, S H i G i~ .~- H r. Fi ::' ;) L. 'r C! :-:- 'i ' :-; :.:: C F~ l:: .:3 I ) E~ i~ ',' '( 

A 0 I ~j W,..\ S P /\ R T 0 ;~- 'j- H ~~ :~ C: -:' A;__ j") ~.~ .:: '':"' U ~-~ ~~ k ::. ; .. ; j~, J [) D ~J .-:.. j:., \J ~ F~ ';'}) .' t.'- r\ . 

S I"i.~ L L P r\ R -;' s : ~'y I N en: E D ~ I"~ P ~> A ... :, ~ D J', ~'. ! Y P J~. ~ ';' ,~ ·c 1\ .... t " e '... . ',i: -
OF CCJU~SE;. AVA':L/,BLE ~'~G .n.L-L CL· " uS ~ ~!:~ Q !; '!I:: ~~ ~ ~\! CJ;:(:~!..~iG G.'.~ ··-' j-iE .. ~ .. ~ : 

. 1'1 A ,':-CRS ~ 

Q " I NO T HER hi G R D S jlt '{ Q U DID N 0 ',. ~~ CC? L.. \' _~ p = C !. r : CAL i ~ .. ; '; 0 ." ~-; : 3 ? =: .~ !\! 
. 0 F R.E 1 N FoR C E~ ~1 E N 'T Bee t\ ~j S E Y (J U G 0 -;- :: -f .;' H ROt..; 0.: ~ ,,~ B ,t_, G G 3 :.\ >l S A S >L' : =: ,-~ ;:.' ? 

A 0 NOo 
TO·; ,l; L . P l' C T U R [ 0 r t~ u y U f.. L l) [ ..... E S -= /~,;~ ?to -: ~ ~) N HAD L 0 ;"J c; 3 ~~ C ;.: P ::~ ~~ s: >: -.~ .. ;\ 
o uR i1~NDs.'} AND HAD SEE~,! R :~,lS~:::) P.\' " l-;;:.NQ= :.:~' ~ :~~s PC :]",' ' ;·«:.;~: ·I·~~;·~;. 
IF '(OU ~'J2~L.v Oi'J ~;H~ ·_;A~~~; :j.R';' :.3 ,S6 3:':- '" D':;"'.; ~j;'. :~jS E.:.' t~~-~D so :J:,! ... 

'so IT HAS S()i'-~~~rH:N(~ . ·C (·!A~l'" ~'1: ~ ~-l .:~0 G~V~.:!\ '!: .. LCJ ~:- Ol~ ThU:.JC:: !: '-: --; '0 ~_!: L_'~' 

LONG PERIOO o~ ~ : M ~ ~ 

Q~ W~A'j~: DON;·i~ vi\lD~RS·~ · A~<D ~s ~.j~-.: ~ ' .. CG :\j S'-: ':;L::<:f\~ f2 ·:·;_~,i\·'.· ? _ .I~:CJ:'~ .\\" 

A S 
~ , :v. 0 R - '"' ') r . , ,... L; T ~, " l' ~' I I 'L- ,' ~ "r .- , ; ,-- l . 0 :.' ~ C' ',' t ,: ' ~. _ 0 - ' , ., , ' , ,-,i 1 :: b'\UiJ~" i Or\\...l'\. . ,- , ' ~, .. ·U1\ .) . i~il\ ,-j ' .f' :,"\0 .''. ~)' ' I! !t\~~ . .::.: .. , _. U ,\I \.~'-

REC~Pr~~O I=;\o.- AC -;-::Oi'J ;.J .:- ~:iH,{p CJt~ ':; ... :~ ;=-l.CE (,, ;.- ~.:' .. / ~O ~'1 "'1.'.: : .. :\ ~::J.-'; _.~)',' i-j;:-

V r E ~~ Jj : T \'1 f\ S A r,! !~ 3 SUR J ;.. ~~ D r'i c: -_ L. 0 ~ < ?::;, C =: ;;= :.:- ,::- ~'; ~( ~- ~ ". . ~-~\ ~ D:-'" . 

MEAN ANY r H:NG0 HOWA~T~0 us ~C S=CF 80 M 3=~0" SJ· ~. ~.D~' 
Y \J L) JUS "J' -,- c: '- i... -;" H C~ M J'I ~~ ~ .. 0 :i 1< ~ I-{ [ r S N J -~- (30 .1. ~: :3 T J co -J /. ,\~ '.' .. I_~: - :-~ ~ . 
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;Ut:JCLASS IF r E~ 

, .:,", >\~>:', ' .. 
... ". ~ : . " PAGE ' i l~ SjATE 39365 ' 1 

.. \'. 

,," " Ao WEl.L p iF YOU ACCEPTED EVERY NEGAT1VES'fATEMEN 't ay:,:At~Ol AS d.u ··-. 
. ",': ' ',: .' GTHE DOOR ,'0 Ai\lY POSS! B X L fYV OF .. . 

. -. ,: .' EXPLORA j r ON, WE WOULD 'PLA I Nt. Y GET NOWHEREo ! '1'H Ii'-J:< yoU HA'iE 'rO 
:." .:_ .. ' GO - ON PROB r NGo AND yOU HAVErORECKON': u . . " 

.' " .. .'~. 
',:. 

," .. 

,', .. ~. . 

IT WoN'T DO ANYTHING? 

A 0 , L E "( ME FIN! S H " YOU H p, VET 0 R E C f< 0 N l HA T T H r s ~i;\ S /·i i'J DJ L ~.) :; ;.; -; '::Y 
W l' THY N D ! V r D U A l..S p TO \'1 H 0 t1 H 0 t'l I G }-j ';- ", i\ K E P. H 1-1 R D E R PO:=; ~ TIC N "; ... !..",.! 
HE \oJOU LD r AI(E Y N :SEcRE"( oCONn<ONTED \,! I 1' H II 'C01~CFiE',:E {' iIU'O ~3 ~ '::- C,f'; 
OR \oJ r j" H GENERAL ' S U G G EST : 0 t,j S i liND ' ~~ I": 1 s2: s ' \~ H A") W ~\ S D ~~ ,-.I t: 1 r~ ,.-- " ,~':' 0 

BUT YOU ;CAN Q 7 . TAKE , ANEGATIVESTA~EMENTIO AN INDIVIDU A~ AS 
FO R EeL 0 S r N G ' T H [D E S r R A B 1. L. I T Y CJ F PF; () BIN 9 0 N X'r G r Y ';: G ' ,: U S";' ;,; en 
THE WAY yOU NEGOT!ATEIN ANY SiTUA1iONB OR1Rvro G~ T;O ~ 
PO~NT OF NEGOTIATiNG 1 ,GUESS 'i rlAD 8ETlER ·SAY '" 

. ;. 

. Q 0 ' DO YOU PLAN . iOHA \fE , SCHROC:N8RUt··1 \,iR I I.E 

, . 

'.'. ,:">. BACK? 

" 

Q 0 D r D 'T H [ Y EVE R TEL L YOU AN 'cr H r N G T H t\ Y H 0 S;1, ~ D . ',' H /,;' 1-1 A [; ~ /-, \! i 

OF YOU 'FEE L FOR A MINUTE THAT MAYBEHO WANTED TO MAKE PEAC E? 

A 0 . T H Cl DID SAY' T HAT T H:::: TON;:: 0 F ;' H E CON V E R S Cf I 0 I~ v· p, N ,::; T H ::.:; 1 s 
WHAT ASHMORE SAYS I~ ~ HE A~T rCLE9 WAS~ONC!LIATORY" ON THC3[ 

. _ K E '( POl N OJ S.9 THE I R 0 \. C- PI T::: D Ace C U N -.- 0 i D NO'; i<? P E,<\ R ',. 0 y~; 0 I C ,\ ': E 
ANY GY VEo NONETHELESS, THE FACT '7HATHE WAS PRE PARE~ 70 R[C[rV~ 
TYM ~':o EXPRE cC H' , .. S \! ? - WS' .(~,' '"J,c""',,, .... o.c; IN O ~1· ' C'c'· , o·"' s "j ' ''' LI--j;J I 0 .... } I':' . J. t. \..:;. ..... .1: rll ,..\ v ;_. t. K i I'. I 1 v ..:J j. i ~ '':' I' ; r ' t... 

CO NVERSATIONo IT WAS THE KIND OF CONVERSA7YON WE HAVE HAD 
REP 0 R '( EDT 0 US 0 VcR A LON G P E:~ r,O D 0 F" . T "i 1'1 E FRO t1 ' 1'1 A f\! Y ~) 0 U t( C C S J 

-AND IT :SVERY HARD .EVER TO GiVE A CApS ULE D ' SUMMARY T~AT G~~S 
THE: F U L L F L A V 0 RoT H E 'f THO U G WI' 'J. i j·l.i\ S CON C L .. i A T 0 WI . '" v r~ EF~ E L. ' ;' . 
THE FACI THAT THEY \-IE~E ' RECEI'J[i) At~[J ',~LK~D TO :N THIS \;t-.Y£, 
AND THAT THE TONE WAS CONCILIATORY8 AND~ OF ~OURSE; ' T~EY WERE 

" THERE. 

I Bt.-'_"1 EV',::- THE ', ASH ',10r:<l:.': AR',r I C; :- S "5 ' -HA- ·r A-Q 0 =- _ r, _ ~ A ( ,: : h J M D c.. A .;: ATE G 0 R ~ C A ~. 
coM:-1 r ,(/~ EN-I p 0 R . '" ~ I T r S . r NCO R R E C T ,,~ r = R [ FER S T 0 H 0 Q S 
CATEGO RICALCOMMITMEN1 YO 7AL~ IF THE BOM8!NG WERE S70PP ED. 
DO VOUR[MEM8ER 'THIS ' ~~ SO~/IE SUCH PHKA§E AS -,HIS? 
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Qo 
, ' 

iY WASNQj ,' THAY'J , ,6th- ' VERY :CLOSE,) 

',' ' Qo I T IS ' NOT .IN THE LC nERi iT ' r3 IN THE M~T~C,E, 

" Au' NOW} WAn A SEC 0 N D to 00 rr.' A G.\ I No In', S G ~~ F< yo 

Q 0 ' HAS 'H 0 ( HIM ! N H E '/ E R , E r ',-H Efi P U 8 ~, ; I C LV 0 R Y ~'l SEC R ;:: ':' 
EXCHANGES '" ~ MADE A F r RM COM M : r M r~ i\j T ~ A ;::- '( R M ,S 'f A i 2 i'l ;: Wi :' H A " ":~- '('0' , 

BOMBING OF NORTHVIE1 QNAM WAS , ~TOP~EDHE WOULDEN~ER pEACe T ~~!(: ~ 
" . 

AoTO 'THZ BEST OF MY ' KN6WLEDbE~ THE ~NSW£R TO , THA7CU[STiO~ s· 
.. ' "N 0 u ~f . Y K NOW 0 F NO"j H r N G : C [R 'j' Ai N L Y :J NO Y HI N G Y H A ';- ;-; p,:; fJ ,:: 0>1 

, CONVEY to AUTHORr !~TiVELV TO ustH~T SAYS THAT , FLA:Cvc 

; > QoDO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION , .;..'< 

;~ i -: ;' 
. ,,:', Q o • THROUGH ' THESE THIRD PARTIES ", THEY ~U'JAYS ; USE 'l ~! E ' ::::)r,jD '~ :' ~D ~~ i\_ 

" -:, 

'. ' 

, COUU)p Of( ;,SOMETHING LIKE ' THAT-, 

Ao ' THAT HAS BEEN TrlENORMALFORr"\~u, T I ON 0 THERE MA'/E ,8t: EN ' 
' THIRD COUNTRY .REPORrSTHAT INDfCATE IT IS MCRE PCSI71VE p BU7 
NO~HING ' THA~ HAS BEEN CONVEYED OR INTENDEOTO SECONVi'fED '70 us; 
THAT , I ' AM Alo'!ARE OF. 

Q c> D 0 'f 0 U GET <..> <> ' I N vi HAT IS : CON V c: '( E D -; 0 '!. 0 v 
(OND n r ON Ai.. ? 

Ao THATaS THE NORMAL FORM ULA YION0 

Q ? DID 7HE S~A T E DEPARTMENT AT ANY TrM~ EVER FEEL ;HAT TH[SE 
. T \..J 0 MEN W 0 LJ l.. D H A V E AN\' BEN E FIe I A L A F FEe TON TAL K S ; 0 F; ~J E f~ E f hE'; 
JUST BEiNS PAMPERED? 

A. ' NO pAS 1 S i\ 1 D B E F 0 t~ E w T H ::: Y H A) ACT ~ D ' R E A S C N A 8 '-~ ';' ;\ ~! ) 
RES P 0 N S I 8 ~ '; I> THE Y HAD C />, R E r U L L Y 30 N E 0 V E R ", H t: P 0 S ~ -; ~ (m f3 E F OR E 
THEY WENT o THEiR ACCOUNTS OF 'TH E CONVERSA TrONS }ND:C~ ~ ED~':J~T 

. IN , SOP A R A S I H c: Y F) U R ? 0 R J' EDT 0 DES C RIB [: i HE:\' ~ E ;~ ~ 0 ~ ',' :--n~ :; C,': ..-.: R f,I;'1 c: :,i .. 
THE '( H A u DON E SOH 0 N EST L. Y AND F A I R ~" Y " THE '( H.I\ D /1(; ~ ~: t: () ":- 0 'R [ ? C R '; 
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Depart:rne1'll of Stclle l--'·~ r --l::.1 :- -1.,:"") t:",- " : :.<:-;, l~;J 

. U ~_;J~~L; :·:~~;\~: ; . ,,::::iiJrj~1 

'." .J" ; .' 

P AGEl 6 S l' II T E . . 3 93 6 5 

'CONF I DENT;: ALLY WHEN THEY 

UNCLASSIFIED 

GOT BACKa AND .,~ : I r \I 
"nc. \ 

THE '( REP 0 R r ED ! H A';' 'j: H ~ Y : HAD A W A. Y 0 F C q i"i M lJr.J ! CAT :u,! G vi ~ r ~ : 1-1,\ :- ::) I < 

WE ' ARE P R t: PAR EDT 0 "r R Y AN '( W.t. Y G F CO M 11 UN t c,~ "r I N G t'il: T H H l. NO; ~ 

N - S r r M -- 0 B r- P r R ~ 1.:' r ., .' vOl ' ':':' S .. . '1 " E' . :, - - .- . , I 1" D r DOl c t.. I ~ . . ICC "c. ~ i t. I . H " :: I · -, ~ .;_ ~ " :. L'; : c-< P. i ,'!_ • . ) 

.. W 0 U ~ D 0 PEN UP A NEW I N D r R E C:'7 AND 'j E F: Y ~." I vIC N q' S ;, 1 ~; .;-:= ;· I ~ , .:';:j~: I, 
--WE ' ' 7 WO"lO "-'A \( ':'·EN·'o "r. S'u"· R'I"'~I"' kj" ""'Rn"/'O') -'.' . ~ c..> L b ~ _ ~.,::, : - I t..J l U ~ ::....,;., .. ~. 1> :: 111 ' .:. I' li . ~. h r t,:"J ,:; f, i !-~!.. . I" ~ ; .-, ~ ~ s 

TO PHNOM PENH, AND SO OND DIDN~T GIVE ONE THE VAS7 iEE ~ iNG 
T H A 'j '( H Y S WAS ,G 0 I N G TOO PEN UP '0 B U "1.0 NON [ T H L .. E S S ;. \'1 ~ ' \'; f~ ;.~ ::: 

:'.:: PRE PAR E D TO GiVE. r T A C HAN C E c . IF THEY . H /1 D ,,' n~ SO IV: E:7 A·S H : C) ;\; .; 
, .. .. S 'j RUe K H 0 ' ASP ART 1 C U L. A R L Y R E ;.\ SON A 8 L E 1"1 E NTH R d UG H ~i!"': 0 ~'I ~.: ::: ;'1 C; 'J ~ . 0 

. .... . L ~ KEY 0 DE A L .' T H t s \~ AS C E R T A I N L Y i": 0 ;? T H - ~m A"i E \j E: R S ;'1 ,6. ~ L. ,:: H r'. :,1 ~. ::~ 
. '. ~,; ·i.. THE R E ' I'll G H T BE T HAT . T HIS W 0 U L. D' C 0 ,'j [ 0 F' F 0 

..•.... .' . . , ~,. :. Q~ A REL.ATED ' QUEST10N~ BILlo 'iN YH[L~ AS'r Sp·I:ENCEGi-: ','Cjl;F; 
.... <:, .. STATEi"iENT YOU SAY II 000 THAT THE PRESr~N',' OISC L O .3liR~ \·I~ .. :'" :'J:::-.

.' 
REASSURE HAN 0 1 THAT SUCH -. P R r V ATE c: e)f\l T A C r SWL~~. 8 f y : Z~;:, T ~'E C:-.; ~~ 'f 0 ;I 

ARE 'YOU SAYING YHI S M:GHT HAVE A SERIOUS AFFECT ON ANY 
' CONTACTS ORNEGOT I AT[O NS -THAT AREUNDE~WAY NOW? 

. ~ . ~ 

, . 

Ao I ; THINK! WILL LET 'THE STATEr-lENT : SPEi~f( 
I 'THINK !T IS A SELF ~ tvtDENT STA TEMENT~ 

._ ,. Q ~ R E L. ATE D TOT HE . LAS T Q U r:: s ',' ION C1 V E R ,H ERE ,1 0 NTH E P Af-! I=' ~~ R I r·; Ci .; 
: .: : DoES THE ~ACTT~ATTHYS~AD ~ENA TJR FU ~BRI GHTtS iMPR:MATcR 

CAUSE YOU '7 0 GIVE IT t"tciRE CREDENCE? 

A 0 W C. L ;> r TWA SAN E l E MEN ~. 0 ;:- F A Co T ,) P H 1. l..- t" B tJ T \.} Q U ~, D ~ -: ',' 
A T T E M P ; TOG I V E ,4 N Y Yo: E I G H T "I" 0 I T c THE R E i\ L Q iJ E S I ~ 0 r\ ~U, S :! ~: c: h U'i 
rT '- v.IASA CHANNE:... ~IORTH ' SEEi<lNGA PROBE rOSEt: IF :T CiF'[ i<E) '.J,')., 

. AND T 0 SAY NOT H r ~ GiN r'~ 1 NCO N S ~ S ~- E j\1 T·) . AGE f\1 [' FU. l_ t~ E ~; ::' A ':.<~ 
CONSIS TEN~ WITH WHAT WE WERE SAY:~~ TN 'THE DIRECT . C~hN~EL 0 

. Q. WOULD YOU EXPLAIN WHAT YOU MEAN7 aX USING THE WO~D 
" MIS ~ E A D r N G 11 EAR L l ERA B 0 U T THE ASH i"i 0 REA R 'i r c~ E ; N :!/ H ,~\ '; : S ::: f\! s E ? 

Ao MISLEADiNG IN THE VERV BASiC SENSE ou THATiT TAK~S NO 
ACCOUNT 0; MATTERS THAT ARE MATTERS OF 'PU8L?C RE~O~D~ AM 
SiMPLY ASTOUNDED ~ To BE PERFECT~Y B~UNT ABOUT rT;7~!AT 
MRo ~SHMORE ~m WHO SE~MS TO HAV~ S7UD:~D 7HE ?RES~6c Nr:S ~=~~E R 

DOESN~T TAKE NOTE OFTH[ FACT ~HAT THE P~ES:DEN~ 'S .~E T7E2 
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.... . . :c, PAG 'E ' ; 7 ' Sr ATE · 39365 
~ : .' 

Q"" PUR L.! SHED OF COURSE.1 UN ~L /, 'I' ER,~,- . L Y sX HM'I;) ~ :.-" SP?:C: .' - ; (}\ :. : 
, . " . RtF E R S rOC: 0 N! ACT S \..J HIe H H A Ii [ "Y A K E r·i P l .. A C c: P.J i"'1 D S r: G \;,', d ·; D .J ;<; 

' , ' . yOU GENTLC":MEN AND LAD~[S KNo\L)T~:S QU~,ST~O~JVL\S FU.,~S;::~L.: 7. ,I :·:cD;. .';' ,- ~~ . 
'. 'w r T H THE 0 EPA RiM ~ N T S F 0 K i.:: SM A N :,~ ~.i :::: NTH E . L c r ~- E R \;! A S f'1 ;":. D ::: F' J i'l:. : :' :~ 

.... 8'r"HANor 0 AND · THEDEi7.'I\R "MENTS PQ!(SSrlAN :CONF" IR t'iED ':-Ht,,";:> ;:': ? :':: 
.- ;' HAD B E ~:N Co N"( A cr S .I) AND '( H A r s [ V ::: f~ A ;~ P R ~ ? 0 S A i... S H ;'.1) B C ~ ~,! f"; ;. ::; ~: ::- i··J 

" "< " OUR 3! DE <J iH I NGS REACHED THE PO r Wf WHr;.RE ';HEi~E f'i \'J~;:i( .;' ~. I ~: '":; 

, . . ... -.', CAR R ! ED .' 0 N E OF . ITS pER SO i\l A L . PRO~' r L E S 0 ~ '~() E G U,JT L. c f"'l [ 1', '; hi ;<<:: ~~ (j ! 

·~ " : : WHO WAS BEL1EVEDTO HAVtCONDJC TED ~HE DISCJSSrON So 

THE FACT THAT MRo ASHMORECOU~D ~T~EM?!TODESCR:8~ OJR CON 'A~T S 
WiTH HIMp EXrEND IN G QUITE SE~. ~g EV:D~NT~Y OYER THE SA\ ~ ?~R ~ OG~ 
WITHOUT AN Y REFERENcE TO 'THE ?OSSiBil.~TYTHAT THERE WAS 
APR 0 8 ~ . EM ! N 0 U R !'j I f\j D S 0 ~ THE R [ l ). '[ 1 0 i'-l ~~ HIP Be n~ r.: E 1\1 Y H [" ·n·!.~" 
SEEMS' TO ME TO DESERVE THE .WORD M:SLEADiNGo 

," Q 0 WE ARE AL vi A YS IN A POS r II Cl j\i or:D ISCUSS X"--JG WiTH ','C;U ~ S:~)'_ ; ::: ' : 
. ;' '.; LiKE I H Y S ErG H i OR NINE . i"i 0 N'; f'~ S ,\ F ',';:~ R,T :=: ErA C T () /,;~~! ;1 ~ :'~ CJ}~ D ~~ H 

, : T 0 '/1 \f 0 ;: D T H r S E '1 G ~n M 0 N Y H S F" R G M NO f'J p A ~ E '! 0 U 1. t'-J V 0:. Ii (~ D " f'-i ii, ;' : ' 

GREAT Ef=-FORT WIYH :HIINJ I AT iH'l.S :-::r1E" 7 

A 0 I T H INK YOU f< N 0 i~ M Y A 1'1 S W E R i' 0 ·n.; A OJ G r T IS 'n; [: s ': 0 Cf:: 
ANSWE'RTHAT \~E ALWAYS Gzvr TO QUESTiONS OF "'-HiS SOR-; , ~T 13. 
NOr. TO BE REA DON E I..J A Y 0 RAN 0";" HER ~ AN 6 T H;\ ~. r s I ~ N 0 co:-: ME:') -r ~ il 

. '. ' ;.'" Q 0 I TWA S W 0 R T H A . T R '{ 0 

": Qo IS THfS · USING THE PRESS M~D rA to CARRY ON . SECRE; 
NEGO'j Y p.T :ONS? 

Qo THE pRESS MEDIAe 

0 , W ELI.... ,: . W 0 ~ :... D N ' T ,D c: S C F( I 8 E ~ TIN ": :.; A -; S t: 1'1 :3 E 

BECAUSE I~ .' . 
RESPECT TO THE VIEWS 7H~T 7HEY GO~FROM USJ .AND !H(~R ~ M~AR~:NG 

~HOC'r ' V'''E\'S' AND "" "E"R 7MPAn-'''~ s ; r,('" lJ~ ' ,; -- r "-OF ' j ..,) C l _ ~ oJ;..... i n l : ,~ I r I r\: ... I ,; ;~ ,-\ ",~ ItO 0 ",r i- I r\ 1 ~" l Ii. ;:.: S /\ I [) 
TOT H E i11 : 'f \~ A S Q U n E C- [ A R L Y I.,.! N D;:: F; S '10 :] D ',,1; ';' H ~: E S ::; [~ S .: l:; ;., G G S 
AND ASHMoRE THAT THY WC:RE AC~~NGAS AMiRi~ A N 'C :T~ ZENS ~ND NeT 
ASP RES S MEN o · THE " 'U N J E fH A ,( i. 0i G S E ~< C H;\ N ~ 1: D 8 C ":" l,r [ t. N ,U S ;) :: 1\ E;: ;::::: C T ,. . 
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Q~ . DO YOU FEEL THEy HAVE BRO I(EN · ..... HAT ~NDEFn,\}Cr,lg 8': i->'j8i. .. S;·I>;G 
~/HAT ' 'iHE'( ,HAVE PUBL1SHED? . I 

:::i Ao I IVIU- LEAVE 'YH/\T FOR ~'OUTJ JUDGE ,? A~~D 

THE L~ST SENTEN :E O~ THERELEASEu 

. Qc JUST TO CLARI~Y Or')[ POIN';" :HcYEJ ANQ TO GETn:[ ~ 'i,'\:N i;.: ;;J:;; ·j· 
. , . ' 0 F 0 N E 0 F ' "( H E POI N T S 'I' H ,0, T YOU ARE t'lfd< HJ G ~ 1 S r'r p: C c.: u ru. " c.: .,' C) 

. -- ~ . -
SAY THE EXISTENCE Or--'i"HE 'SECRCi ~10SCO~': CHMJNEL viAS t,!;:: '/ G; SC"o s~~o 
TO , THESE HJO GEN";'L EME N iJ BeC AUS [ ! -;- \.J AS FE A R[ D nu;y D ~ 3:::~, 0 ;) :. l\:G . 

. . , ' I '( iNS E eRE T TOT H E 11 i"i I G H T S C i'i E H 01,1 'l. N . § 0 ~n:: i~ j; Y DE 3 F) i .' I:' 'I' ~~ E .; R 

BEST EFFoRTS LEAD TO EXPOSING WHAT YCUBE~IEVED 'To B: A P~G:1iS~~G 
''- ~':: CHANNEL OF CONTINUING DIRECT NEGCT.IAT;:ON? ' 

. '.' .. ' . A c . T HAT 0 S T RUE 0 THE K N 0 ~J L, ED G [ 0 ;:: Y r: [ 1"; USC 0 \~ : C 1--1 MJ i\ ~: ~ . ,j ;\ ~; 
.,~ . . ," EXTREf1EL'l 'CLOSELY H~LDo , 'NO~'J:) · ~·OR·~· OBV:· qUS .. f~t;~SONS1 '/Q~J C,\>; ·: 

CONDUCY SECRET D!PLOMACYW!THO U7 ~HAT. 'TO SUGGESY ' :~~7 T~J 
PRiVATE CiT1ZENS, HOWEVER WELL~MEANiNG~ ,SHOU LD BE !N FO~KEJ ~. ' 
17 SEEMS TO ME, ON iTS FACE, AN UNWISE SUGG~S~~CN. 

Qo WAS THERE ANY THING EXCH ANGED :NTH~MOSCOW CHA NNEL PRiOR 7D 
THE PRESIDENT DSLETTER ;TO HOTHAT GAVE You ANY E~COURAGEMENr? 

AD I HAvE SA~D I N THE STATEM ENT ~HE ONLY ANSWER I W!~ ~ GivE TO 
, THAT .. WH:Cf-·j IS THAT ~JE Nf:::VERH,\D i\t·U · USEtU~ .. R:':<:;PO,\!SE 'i'~) p).! " OF

tHE PROPOSALSo ' BUT~ YO REPEAr~ YOU KEtp TR'{!NGo ' 

Q 0 0 N P AGE S EVE N 0 F \' CUR S T P. '( E h c: [-.! 7" Y 0 ~ S .~ Y H·I A 'j Y 0 ~ I' ~ coN 0 -r E 
\-nTH REGRET ' THAT MR~ ASHMORE: IS A?PARU;-,~L'( ~GNOR/'.i\!-:' 0;: -;'~Z:: 

- ' SUBSEQUEN~~Y PUBL:SHED REPORTS OF ~HE MOS:OW CONY~CTSR A ~D OF 
.' THE L ReO N F r R MAT ION 8 Y DE PAR T M t-: N -, REP R ES [1',1-;- AI' 1 ";"[ S ~ \': t: in 'l E \\ i -j' f-i 

STILL GREATER REGRET7HA1 AT NO TiME sINCE f-iAS HE CONSULTED 
W Y :- H THE DE PAR Hi EN TIN 0 R D E R 'r 0 A:- '{ 0'1 P T TO UNO U< S "(,~. ; .. ~ 0 J 0 ~ Ii 1l 

AND SO ONp AND SO ON~ 

ARE , y 0 USA ~ I N G THE R E . -; HAT YO lJ HAD :\! 0 C ~ N T 1\ C T \;J '£ T H H ai :::; ~ N C ~ . H 0 
PUBLISHED 7HE lET~ERS ? AND WOU~DNgT I~HAVE BEEN I P~RH~~S ~ 
W I SET 0 H A VEe A L i_ E D H i: MAN D S A I D j \0 N OVi - '( 0 USE: [ \.oj!--l'( ~J E ;'1 i:: RES J 
CAREFU!.." · AND SO ' ON? 
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A o I SAy '"(H 'A~ \~[HAVC:: : CERTA ~ N L, '( ·HADNC : c O t'.!'r A Cf SG~ '; .. : ,;: V ~ :';G 
· ." ., . i H A r . 1 S DEs eRr BED r j\J THE SE N T E r~ C E .• I A ~1 NO 'j' jl, \,1 ARt: 0 .. ;\ r': y c ;.-

'" A N v . S 0 R 1- WE H A' '/ r K E P 'f' 1 N TO U C H ~n~' H ' P '" P R ~,... r' \ 1" A' "' " 'I C ' C' ~ , . . . :.-. ItO . ... . C. I ~ I I to I . . ... ." :::.. \ t. .:> c. l i.:.l c. J l ... j. i ~ " : :.. 

c6j-r ER Jl AND I",E MAY HA VET A LK E D' TO MR. AX MRE ON ' MA ;" ; E::; S RE ~ ,:, ' Co 
' _ . TOT H E G ENE V A CON i- ERE N C E" ! N t1 A Y 0 7 : S IJ? P 0 S [ . \"1 [C 0 :~n_ S ii.!\ \: E 
,,', : TRIED TO Cl.ARIFY rTJ BUT WECOU L DN~"( HAVE GON E :-- UFl"H:::i~ '.',-;:,:" 

. . W H A 'I WOULD HAVE SEE 11 ED ' Y 0 ,MOS T OF . USA FA ~ R ~ Y . S EL Y ~ E .... · ~ D~: \ ;' 
;'.";' CQNCL.US r ON FROM THE 'PUS L X SHED R't:POWr s Q 

' :.:.:::., ,-~ .. 
. ' . . . ::- . ' .';' Q 0 D 7 D j HE · D E P II R Y MEN ~- . L EA P N 1 N f, D V A N C~ · T H A ')' HEW A S G CJ " N G 'i' G 

."> '; ,: " PUBL ISH THISP 1.ECE? ' 
, ' :":'. ,, 

Ao · NOD WE HAD NO KNO W~E~GEWHA TS a[ V ERo 
· ~ . . . 

I: " .. .. ... . 

.' .,' ~ " &1.' 1 • 

. ,,, .. . . Q G WHY . 'D I DN o"jYOU I NCLUDE rNr1 F~ 0 AS'H MIJ RE o S .... :E 'i" ; ER p, SPE:C: ,,_.; c: 
· '. "'; .' CO N D IT ION ' . VI K E THE PRE S ~ DEN T MAD E ? 

,', : •• ,P' 

. A 0 WE L L.p . L E r: ME P U « YOU R S ELF I N ' 0 U R ; S HOE S 0 \'i E H / 1 0 i\ \J ::. ~;;/ CJ .... : 0 0 ~. ;': ~. 
· .... D1RECTCHAf\lNEL s HE 'Ht, D H~ ";"HEB A GGS/ P,S~1 i'1 0RE THING O:.J: . .' Tl-:~: 

"; . CON C E ~ .\.1 A B L E M A K r N G S OF A C HAN N E L c ' 1' 0 S T AR ";' J! . 0 i'! " ,"H E FiRS;' 
. ., .. ';' C 0 ~\ M U N I CAT rON .p "j H R 0 UGH A N Ell! AND UN T R :. ::: D C H M~ N [~ L \~:\ ';' H ~:~ c ,'; C.' ; ; ~. ! ~ G 

.".J. "". s pEe n' ! C is NOT.p P E ~ }-1 A P S .l' P. L vi A Y S THE vi! S EST S 'T R A or E Gi'.l .? K f;, ' ~ ..:: J:_ / ,,\ : .. 
. ': W HEN YOU H A V EGO TAD ~ R E Cf C HAN i'i E L T H R 0 UGH ~\! H 1 C H - ';' 0 J C r\ N S iI, ';' 

· ,:.," ANYTH 1 NG YOU WANT 0 

Q 0 MR 0 8~ND',' p ARE THERE AW.,.' MORE or 'Ti-:lESE FREE>U\~ C[ ;:: :::-;:-Q R ':'S 

:: :: GOING Ot--I,P :SINCETl-lEN? 

A (} W ELL .0 LET ME S A If T ~I ERE . H A \f ::: 8:':: E N A G R [ A T i·j ANY c / , i\! D •. ~.! O ~! ( T 
C 0 ~1 MEN TON W H t: THE R THE REA RE A NYU N D E R ~.~ /i '! A T THE :i i\ E S ::: I ! ';' .~' ~ i-! t ,; 
FOR ~HESAME REASONS THAT I GAVE ~HER~SPONSE !D r 6 T O MR oKA ~8 " 

THIS HAS BEEN RECURRENTp AND, AS WE MAKE CLE AR ~NTH I S ST~7 E M E N~& 
•. REASONABLE AND bISCREET AC7ION B V ~RrV A TE IND;V~D Ui ~s zs S O~ ET Hr~G 

W r ' ARE PRe PAR::- D . -:- 0 .:~ 0 c O;:J ER A T r. 1,/ ': "',' H - "!.:; •.. 'I i ~ 'I' :- j B r:- If) l':' • . ~ ~'~,:, 
., .,' 

. C. . • '-- - I L I •• ~ • • ,L ,; I. ,rl\.... \.J ' '- " , ......... , I "- U 

. A G A 'i N S "r THE TOTAL PIC' U R E OF . C 0 Wi" ACT S ? H ,i., T EX ~ S -, /', : t, j'i '/0 N [ . -,- ~ i'i E 0 

Qo :SHALL WE MEET AGAIN .!N E!GHT MO NTHS? 

(LAUGHTEF< 1 
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Q0 MR o BUNDY~ AC~ORD:NG TO THE LE~TERJ fHE ':,'SA f ~~ ~N ~~?ORY:~G 

, ON ' ,. H E L E -; T E R ~., Y H tl T 'T HEY SEN ',' T J H 0 , : C H!. ~1 J. N H ; I. y ~ S ;.( E F ::. F< ;: i f~ C 
TO THE DEPAR7MENT ~S , OFF ! C: A~Si ~~ ~HEY SAY p QJ07E9 ~ TrlEY E~?RES3 

PARTICULAR rN-i~EREST Ii') YOUR SUGGES-"~ON '-I'D 'U3'iHAT P;:C:'J:,':E' ::', . .I<S 
" C 0 U ~,D BEG ~ N ; r~ R 0 V I D 'i N G 'I' HE U" 'S ~ S ~ () P 2, 0 ~1 G 1. \\1 G C ;J r~ : c: ,J ',i i\ ' ;:? '( ,'. » c 

\. CEASf: !NTRODU::::NG f\DD~ -rr ONA L V c.: ·S (I ' '';F<OOF)S ;'N ·;'O V:it:~-:··) j'l~:'~~ "',';":C'i 
EXP RESSED THE OPI NION THAT SOME RECiPRqCA~ R[S7RAiN~S 8E ~ ~ J= ~O 

, INDYCATE THAT NEITHERS rDE GETS ~H: ADVAN7AGEp WH;CH WOUL D 
PROVIDE TANGI8LEEVTD::::NC[ OF "I'HE GOOD Ct~'[":-H OF AL L P,'\r(';'[E~; "r,,; 

7) TH[PROSPECTS FOR A N[GOT:A~ED SE7rLEM:NToH 
" .. .~ ": . 

! RET U R j\1 A GAr N °,°0 1-1 '/ QUE S I Z 0 N ~ :~ I': ,?, '( ~1 t; !( E S YO J sO, f; U R::: ' Y f-: ,~ ":' 
, H l\ ~~ 0 I vi }\ S?-oJ U 'I" RE A D ~ N G i H :; S ASS 0 i"i [ H'J r ~J G -: CON -; F1 i\ 0 : C -: 0 l~ '( ': J I': ;, [ <' 

':~;:(i-.'': IH~Y RECEiVED LA';"!::::R FROl1 PRESIDU(~JOHNSON? -

1.0 W~!_L.o BECAUSE I THII\I<H/',NOl Z? SClP~lST!-=J\ '~ t:D ENOUG:';~' O 
REA:'" I 1 E T H A OJ' II D r R Eel' C H 1-1 N~;::: lu t, i'! D ,I:., D 1 R t:r~ 0,' .::: 0 1'-] r'w N i CA" ~ OJ N ~ 
S Y G NED 8 Y . THE PRE SID E t'J T 0 ~~ "T HE u N ~ .. ~ . r:: 0 ~ .. ;- /\ T E S J : S . T H [ ,:, ~i 'r H J :~~ 2 A --I' Z ! / E 
V 0 :: C E ~ AND 7 T n i ~~ K ": H [:: '~" \~ 0 U L D H ,V) t: S E [: ~'J :::: U:: A R L \' t,! H ,t.-; 'r! ~ \'; c:' ;:: 
DO:NGoTHEY KNEW MESSRS, BAGGS AND AS~MOREpAND~H~Y ~ US 7 HAVt: 
SEE N CLEARLY, I THINK s WHAT THE D~STIN:TION WASQ THA Y DI DN ~ ~' 

'EXCLUDE THE POSSI3ILI'~Y OF ' SQi"H:: i<:ND O~ A RESF'ONS[,,'HAD THE '",' 
BEEN LESs NEGAT~VE ON THE 8AGGS/ASHMORECHANNEL; if ' THEY 
WIS~ED TO DEVELO P Ir, 

r REA ~ L Y DON' T -, H : N K ,S 0 f.) HIS T rCA T [ D R E C ,I: P YEN'~ S ~! 0 U l, D : H A \j E HAD 
ANY TROUB~E 's6R7ING THAT ONE DUT o 

Q o DID YOUa~ IN SPEAKING ~iTH B~GGS0NDASHMOR~ =~ EXP~~S3 

THE VIEW THAT WE SHOULDNUY SEEK 1J 'YIE ANY SUSPENSiO N CF THE 
BOMB iNG TO THE TRUCE: IN OTH[:\ vlQRDS" rAKE A POSJiION\'!HIC;·1 
A??AR~NT~Y WAS CONTRADICTED 3Y T HE OF FICIAL PROPOSA_ T~AT 7~ ~ 
PRESIDENT MADE ONLY AFtW DAYSLA7ER? 

E T -' S v 1./ ' , ,'- " - W r R - D - \ ' ., I"" \' h - H ' - L ' - r ' , - -A 0 L . M L f.. I y , r . ;"\ I 't~ c. c. L'.. t.. ;. ~ ~ ,-.: \.J "1 · I I · r{ t. R c. :., c.: . \\ t. ~1 ::: R E ' [/ E ,\ :.... 1 N G 
WI T H,,? AM 0 N GOT H'::: R HI I N G S; T I j'l ~ r~ G :- :" c;- 0 R So 0j":-l E ? E R ): 0 D CJ r ";' ri E 
TE~ TRUCEft THE AG RE ED pERiODp RAN ' FROM~-;HE 8TH TO ~HE ; 2T H, 
~! EWE ~) !:' 0 E A ~ I N G vi; 'r H ,A LET -;" E;:: ",- H }\ 0: \~ A S GOY N G °i ' 0 S E ' A ~ R 1-1 /, ~ ;.. S J 
ON THE 5 -;- H TOP H N 0 t~ PEN H. ' j" 0 ' S U ? ? 0 S E I HAT Y:- ' CO U :_ D : ,,\ ::: ,\ C H ~ ;\ J\~ 0 I 

IN T ! ME -: 0 REF l. E c r rNA N Y Y! A '/ P BE i- 0 RE o,. H E EX P r R A 0:" : 0 N 0 ~ T ;' , f:: -:' ~ iJ C E 

, U N eLI, S S r F' I E 6 
, .. 

266 



'~ , ' 1 
{ i 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3,3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316, By: NWD Date: 2011 

,', 

F- ~.--!'-.w ~ r =: ~-~ / ... ~\ - .. > r\ ... .:: ~--1 
~~ ~:;, '~ , ~, .. ~ ~ :~~;~ ~\ ;' ,. r 

1 

,':,l'---~~----:----'-UN C LAS S r ~' lED 

'1 
j 

I 
~1 

~'J 
'j 
,j 

I 
,j 
1 

J 
1 

j' 
I 
1 

j 
i 
( 

1 
, 'I 

I 
i 
! 
I 
,1 
I 

1 
I 

, 

I 
'j ' 

I 
q 

, , 
'I 
l 
J 

PAGE 2: 

PER rOD ,,' r~ A N /, G A INS T II N Y REA SON t. 8 1
" r: C A:": C U u\ ': ,~ 0 :'.~ 0 F T I :-~ E " ;\~: \) " 

ALSOp THIS hAPPENS 70 FlY HITHTH~ S U8~~QJENTL,Y ~E0C A ~[O BY 'uS 
U_' TO M R .. I A Xi" R c. ..- c 0 [ L I V E R ',' 0 A "i' [ ~ I': H ~ C H \~ II, S "; H i:~ 1 5 ";' H ,?: N 
PMO~ PENHo THERE WAS NO POINT IN ! Ta - WE ' WANTED 70 GE ~ ' AW A: 
FFW M T HAT ~ AND" 1 NCr 0 E N T A to' L 'f ,,0 "( H = R r-: F r:: R E N Ct:~ , = H .:- HE? 0 :::.: S : ;j::: N ~' , S 

, u,~ ~ "( E R S P [ A K S F 0 F~ I T S ELF 0 N 0" :-1 A',' SUR J E C 0, s !., N D ~ ':'! ~ '" ,~, L ;;~ 'r ~.: 

S pEA K FOR Y 'j' S t. U' ~ slJ ':" r T ~ i N:< [I :; ,::' ';' 0 U R t: R :J ::: :: y /; y 0 ~) \'/ ~ ;_ ... '; f:: C': 
T H i\ T I "; DOE S N°T H A V t: , 0,' H [ 1. M P L l' C r\ :' 2 0 0.! " j' H !~, T S :) r1 c: ' 0 ,~' 1': r~, ;0 S H ,'I C, R [ , S 
WORDS APPLY TO ITo 

Q D WAS THE SPEC IF IC DEMAND FDR ADVANC~ ,ASSURANCE O~ THE HA~ 7 
r N NOR ~" H V r E "; N ,6,1"1 ESE I i~ F L . T R A r 1 Cl i~ :: Wi' 0 ~' H !:: ~: 0 U '( H :: CJ ~ i i :,: ,_ ;\ : '[ :) 

BE FoR E t> 0 R A FiE R J) T HE AS H M 0 R E L. E~"~' E R \'J ,~, S D t( M' "1'[ D ? 

A" THAToS 1'10:
i'H I S YS A LiNE 

A QUES 7 I ON I ,CAN REASONABL~ 

OF TH00SHTTHAT HAD GON~DN 

Q ~ CAN yO U SAY WHA¥ :1 IS ~~ NOT ~oR MRa SCA LI 'S 8E N ~ ~ : T BJ7 
F ci R THE 8 ENE F : T 0 F i' j R v S C!~ L. ; "; S rl U\ R U~ S c = }~ i-! P: T ~ t'I ::> L :1 c: A ':" ~ 0 i'l ' .' 0 U 
ARE IA~K!NG ABOUT WHEN YOU REF~R ~o THE PRES~DENTS L E~TE~ ~ND 
MRu ASH MORE I S S7AT[ M[NT S? 

Ac WELL, THE TRE ATMENT IN TH E PRESIDENT'S LE7~E~ OF A~Y 

Ex7ENS ! ONOF THE ~E7TRUC ED I TH!NK; I ~ NOr R~ALLY OPFN TO !HE 
K 1 N D S 0 F FE A R S T HAT ARE, A S C R I 8 E 0 B Y ~~ R G ,; S f-1i'1 0 R E ' -; 0 US :' N a ~) R 

DISCUSSIONS OF THE SAM E TOPIC IN RELAT~ON, TO ~H E IRCON;!ERSA~~ON. 
IS 'iH!\;' CLEAR? 

Qc NOoTRY AGA~N. 

Ao ,'ILL RIGHT· I F 'f 0 U . G c YOU T ~I- H [ PRE S I 0 E ~l ~i r; S ~ E : T E R ) YO J 

w ; Li._ S [E T H;\ TITS T REA T M t: N T 0 F ~- H :: SI S N Cl ~' M:, D;: A C:) f\ D : T r oJ ~'I 0 R 
A N '( T H I N G 0 F T H r S S 0 R T ~ r T M [ R EL Y ~; A : D ~ T '.~ 7 ~ _ ~ 8 E '~E :.. p ~. U L ': F 
yOU LOOK AT THIS PROBLEM: WHI CH HAD BE ~N ~HE SU 9JE(7 OF S;~;EM~NTS 
FROM SAIGON..:> 8'( THE SOU ~-:-; VrEHjM1ES~ GOVER;-'Ji'~EN"'9 C:- OlL~S::;~"/ES_ 

' OU CUD ' OOK -0 ~-r 'ic" " - "' r i" - '- Y "'-" 'r-. '~!"> S -,,--, \'~"" ~~ r F 'I 0 L L.. j:;' t, c. .l" ,'; t. L. U u~, U ,t.' ~ ( t..I. ~I i"l /, ,~ In: ~ ,~ ,_, j ;, ; cJ t'> c. 

HEL,PFU ~I BU7 IT 1S IN NO SENSE 7IME ~ LIM ; 7ED OR CONDi~!n N ED 3: THA 7 • 

Qo DO YOU AGREE) BIL~, WITH THE WIDELX S~A7 E D VIEW 7HAY ~H E 
P RES IDENT l S LET T ER CONSTITUTED A HARDENING O~ ~H E AMER;CA ~ 

COND~TrONS? 
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Ac NO, ~ DO NO ra IT ADDED A VERX MAJO R AC7!ON ON ~JR ~IDEJ 
7 HE C E S S A "j i: 0 N 0 ~. R t: 'i N ;:. 0 R C Et·j E t--JY S ! :'i ;V; E D I AT:':: L Y 0 IT? r~ G i' () :.; f: 0 A 
VERY MAJOR AC~ION ON '7HE O~ HE R S !D[ iN RESPONSE. ~'HER[ is A 
L. 0 N G S E R ! E S 0 r: P ::W r' 0 SAL S 0 FAG £:: N :: R P, L. :-! 0 R -.. X N 'i H ~::; " F< r:: ,:... -r :'1 ,,:: 
HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLYCLY .AN0 P. R!VA":~~i... Yo r DO 'NOT CONS: ["I;:';"i 
T H ! S ' "(" 0 H A V E BEE N . A H t, R DEN J. N G " 0 ~,: THe . C 0 :\ .~ R /, R 'f ; . ; -;- j, [) l) ;:: D . ,~ \ 

VERY MAJOR NEW ACT ION ON OUR PARTa 

. A ~ 1 CON SID E: f( nco N S ! S T ::::: N.T I-II i- H THE EL~ S ~. C I,.} ,\ '-I r N I-Hi;:~: H : .. : E 
. HAVE APPROACHED TH IS . ~HOLE QU ES~IONOF :CE SSATI ON; 

,"' ~ ",. \.' '. Q 0 . THE r M P LIe A I" ION 0 F ,~s HMO R [: \' SST h ~:. E !'i E N j. i N ~:: S A R 'i~ r !~: l. E;; ,\ i ; D 
I T H I t\ K H E A L 1'1 0 ::; "r S AY S ~ ':" r N ,S 0 t": A ~J"( \.J 0 R D 3 .' I S i- H /; '; : 1 f :...; !<) A 
GOO D T H r N G G 0 ~ f\) G W H ; C H l..J 0 U L D H;\ 'i r:: v E R "( t-' V::: R '( F' R 0 S j-, !:3~. ' r .. E /,~) ",' 0 
SOME K;ND OF AGREEMENT TO STOP lHi W~R~ AND THE PRES:D:N~ S~N~ 

A VERY TO~G H ~E TTER TO ~O WH!CH KNOCKE~ :T ALL r N. 7HE ~EAD, 

NOW, IN VERY SIMPLE PEASANT LANGUAGE, THIS is WHA7 A LOT J ~ 
T HIS \tHiO L. E CO N T R 0 V [R S Ii I S ABO U"; r; Iti r U_ . v 0 U cO 1'111 Ei'l'~' CJ!~ ';' hI;; i-' 0 ~ N ':' ~ 

A a YESQ I W:LLCO MMEN T TO SAY THAT I=;S . AGA~N OBVIOUS TO ANY 
SrUDENT OF THE RE L. ,\TIVE - \.JE I Gf-:T To'BE AT/;\CHED TO '(l-iE CH':":":i\!E: .. S AS 
OF THA7 T:ME THAT THE DI RECT CH ANNE~ IN MOSCOW WAS 8YFA?TH~ 
M 0 S~" IMP 0 R tAN T ~ I~' H : m~ I H1 'i AS H 1--1 0 R ~ 'Y! [~_ DS '{ (j .A ~· l U ~J D E f< S T M ~ D A S L. ~ 
PERSONA L FEEL:NG THAT H ~S OWN WAS THE '~E N~ EROF THE STAGE. 
rTHINK THE ACCOUNT r HAV~ GIV EN MA~ES CLEAR THA T ;1 WAS NC~; 

AND IN THE NAIURE OF THiNGS CO ULD NoT BE. 

THE QUE S T I G N 1 S W H .t.. ~- .;- H E SUM '( 0 -: t>. ~" 0 F ~ HE::: XC HAN G E IS ': N 
M 0 S C 0 fl . ""' <. . ~I H ! C H r H A VEe H p" RAe 'i E R I lED A S ;;- A F~ J\ SIT '. S I f\! T r. E" 
NATIONAL iNTEREST TO 00 ~- AND OF T~E ~RESIOENT ; S LETT~R ~ AND 
WHAT HO ;S REPLY i s. AND I TH1NK iT'S CLE ARp ~ F YCUTA\E ' ; H~SE 

ALL ' TOGETHER, ' THA T 'TH[ READING WAS THAI YAN O! HAD NJ D[SIR E TO 
MOVE AT T~AT TIME c 

Q 0 TO vlHA r EXTEN T 0 r 0 "(r-!E 8A~"3GS <-ASHi10RE REPorn H,\ Vi 'i'HE 

CONVE RSATION W TH HO -~ TO WhAT EXTENT ·oro ~I~A~ CCN7R~aJ~~ To 
THE END PRODUC , NAME~Y THE LE :T :R OF CEBRUARY ~7~ B~~~( PRESI~~ 

UNCLASS!FIEO 
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. \ . 

Q~ AM NOT CLE AR . 

A= WHAT I SAID WAS THAT THAT IT WAS OBVIOUS LY PA~ T OF OUR 
Ten A LIN F 0 F~ MAT Z () N 0 I DON OJ -; ':;-j n~:< ~'r p L~)\ Y;;:: D ,L\ , S r c:: I,; ~. F = C.\ ;\);' 
PAR 'I p BUT I'?' \<J A SAP ,t, R T 0 F 0 U f~ 'r 0 T ~, L s Toe ~( 0 F ! i\jC" (; R ~: A Of: :') i'i ; 

~ . 

Q o COULD r /',81< T!-iE: QUES'( Y'ONAh!OT0EF< ' \,1/\'13 AR::: yOU PRC:PAREO;"O 
SA Y "'" HAT ' THE PRE S I ? ~_N _~~_s_ .. L. E-~( T t:: ;.~ \'~ i\ S . I N ~! 0 i~ A '/ ~ l1 A GIN II 8' ;:: ~ 
COI'JCE"i VA8LE~ REt_AiED '°;0 THE 8ACGS u ASHI"l0 RE 

/; " NO p I D ID N Q T S A 'f f" N \' sue H T H I N G 0 

i ': " .' ,;~",! ,. ' Td ~" ,l\L ;\N!\L '/srS OF ALL . r[\!;':-ORM'-\T~ON OVEF~ J.\ LOf'~C FER~(Jb o: -u ··r .~ !.;c: 

" 

. D ",,"' PAR .... -l': '0 C) N "('L" - :''''''''R'-' '--''()' ' N, r"""', ~· .. ,\,-- " IC'I~'o ..... . \'. . . ... ' A i'J ~J 1 I-~ '\ i 1 ~ ) L ; .... f\ I l n t.. ;.: \ ~ .. U I: r\ ~. i. t 1'\1 i ' i:' \.) ;~, I .: ~:. ~ .-; 1 ~- l:1 ;! i. I ( ( ,; S ~ 
OF ' RESPONSE TO 'i'HE V,4,F<IOUS PFWPOSA:'.S ' M'~,DE nJ MOSCCJ1,-.j ' Tt; DT;·;CR 
INFORMAT!ON THAT ~AD REA C!-iED US FROM o THER OUARTERS VERY RECENT: 
AN D REFERRED TO IN THE PRESIDENT~S~ET!ER AND 'r O '7HE TG7AL=~Y 
or: AU_ WE HAD" 

NO I'" ,) OF cOURSE." I :\l',-H 1'\ T TO:- AL :8 ENS;::: j}~~'I,<\ T BAG G~) ,"d~CJ '~" :;i ~i~ Or:~: ~U, J 
G~VEN US WAS A PART OF ITo So T05A Y IHAT ~T HAq NO r MP A~T WASi 
I 'WOULD SA Y; MY O\.JN 8UM MAIIoN"'~ 
IT WAS A PART OF '~HE 'TOTALITVo 

NO SIGNIFICANT rMPACT. ~c BUT 

Q o BU T yOU WrLLNO~ SA Y THAT 
WITH ASHMORE 7H AT YOU WERE IN 

, . 

PRES!DENT r S LETTER? 

:~ !--.' C' . 1' _. 

DAY IHA~ YOU D~A~~ZD TH~ 
PRocESS OF DRAFT:NG '7 hE 

Ao NO, SIRo I WI L~NO T COMMEN7 ON THE DRAFT:NGOF LETTERS 
WR ITT EN BY THE PRESiDE NT OFT~E UN!7EDSTA TESu 

. . 

Qo WE L L .. ' THIS I S THE CE NTRAL POINT OF" HIS ' ARGU~iENTo 

I - _-_ 

:.... t. i : L 

A ~ NOT A I" /, L L 1) r N . 'r H E: ACe 0 UN'; r H !; V E • G i v E No ' "r H E E i\ /, C T D.\ Y . A -;' 
W H X C H YOU CO M E~' 0 A DEc 1 S 10 ,'oj TO HAN I) LEA T HI N G il ~ -; ' S::: E i'l S TOM E ! 
I SAM A T T E R 'j HAT Po G 0 V E R ~ MEN ': I SEN T r "(1 -; E: D ""10 ,L.. E ~" . : S T /\ N l) l: N ""i" ;-: E 
RE CORD ,) 

Qo BU T YOU ARETRYrNG TO ANSv!ER HIS 

·UNC LAS S I r I ED 
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. ACCUSA -:-r ON IS THAt' ' ONE~HALF OF' 'iHE: GO\/~R1';;'1E>U DiDi~':': Kl'iCJ~i ~'ii'iA'j' 
•. THe 0 Y HER HAL ~ \.J ,\ S DO:; N G ¥ 

A " I H A V E AN S \~ E R t: D Hi A', QUE S T rON ";' 00" H A V E SA: D ": HAT i H 0 S E 

' " WHO FRAMED THE ~ESPONSE THAT WAS G!VEN 70 MR. ASHMOR~ WE~~ 
r U L L YAW J\ REO r ALL T HAT \:J A S U i'J D E R ~U~ Y .t, N D C J 1"'; ':" C ;Vi C' :.. A 'r E LI r r,! ": : -i E 
OYHER CHANNELc 

Aa THAT~S A QUESTION THAT I REGARD AS A MATIER OF EXE(UT:V~ 
PRIVILEGE AND NOrA MATtER iN WH~CH ANY SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
ADMINlS'fRAfIOW -sTwULD COr"ii'1[N";o ni[Lt::\'T~f( SPEAKS FO i~ r"i"SE ~Jc 

' ... ~ .' Q 0 BUT yOU STAND You Sp,: D BEFOREf " H'A -, . ''' . . C' . r.:- '.' 'j" E R 
I I l .: :11- t .. ~ ; ! 

"0.' .,. 

All W.E WIl ... L i'\EVER COMriENT W R IT"; :: f'~ :. 

00 YOU DiD SAY BEFORE ~u 

A " YOU 0 R r GIN A L. L Y . TO L D US r T \o.! A S \-/ R I -i- T E ~ J 0 i'l· . THE 2 N D b' Y 0 LJ l) ~ D ~ 

A o NO I) 

AFTER I7 BECOMES ma 

Aa IF iT WAS SA ID AT ANY rIME BY ANY0DMiN~S~RA~ION 
SPOKESMEN THAT IT WAS FEBR0ARY '2ND ~o ANDTH~S IS A MA7TER 

. T, l-! '\ "1- D 0 iJ D ..... \ r-t. S S 8 0 8 M C ,r.! 0 S t/ ~ V . :..! 'A S GO'" S 0 M ~ ri 0 "'.1 i 0;:" ~/ ~ Ji\)-: 
I I" U .. t.. . ,,-:.... . j ' , lr- I I'.... I . ~ ,_ 1... LJ I .. " U.,... ...... 

jHIS MOMENT · o~ THAT WAS IN ERRORu THAT LETTER WAS :N 
. FORM DATED FEBRUARY 8~HQ • H' \1 '- --0 ' D '''ou j /-'. ! c.. I L .:~ 

MR. M eeL 0 S K E '( ~ I H j, V t. ", HER [ COR 0 0 F "j H E TH \ P1 .. 

. DAY~ 7HEREoS NO 'REFERENCE 70 FEBRUARY 2 
';" R A 1'-1 S r: R : ;:> T 0 :-.: 
;: N . T ~.! [ R [ C 0 r( ~) ON ',"rlAT~ 

UNCl .. ASS ~ F i ED 

'270 



I 
1 
1 
1 
.{ 

\i 
lL 
"j 

'~1 
:'1 
.. j 

1 
1 
l 
J 
1 
J 
; 
1 

~i 
.I 
i 

.1 
. j • 'J 

I 
. j 

I 

:1 
J 
1 
11 
i 
j 

l 
I 
i 
I 

.j 

! 
i 

1 
I 

1 
. I 

1 
I 
l 
i 
i 

:: j 
i 
1 
j 

j 
I 

i 
! 
i 

. ;! 
' j 
1 
i 
1 
1 

1 
J 

1 
~ 
' j 
I 

·1 

'" 
I 

. . 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

PAGE 25 STATE 39365 

Ao REA L ~_ Y DON ~' T I( N 0 Iv . H 0 \~ THe F::: G FW A R Y 2 

' . AND I . WILL HAVE TO LE AVE IT 'TO ONE SiD~v 

" . ' 

: .. ..... ' 

Ac WELL, IN THAT EVEN T WE WERE WRONG, 
RUSK 

'. , 
" . 

" 
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